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The Bartlett School of Planning

The Bartlett School of Planning is a world centre for learning and research about the form, planning, design and 
management of cities. Our location, history and expertise have made our programmes and research among the 
most stimulating and sought-after in the field of planning. We are part of The Bartlett: UCL’s global faculty of the built 
environment.

The Bartlett staff currently supervising PhD candidates at BSP: 

Dr Elsa Arcaute / Dr Yasminah Beebeejaun / Professor Camillo Boano / Professor Benjamin Campkin / Professor 
Matthew Carmona / Dr Elisabete Cidre / Dr Claire Colomb / Professor Harry Dimitriou / Dr Tommaso Gabrieli / Professor 
Nick Gallent / Dr Iqbal Hamiduddin / Dr Nikos Karadimitriou / Dr Qiulin Ke / Professor Claudio de Magalhães / Dr Ed 
Manley / Professor Stephen Marshall / Dr Susan Moore / Professor Nick Phelps / Professor Mike Raco / Professor 
Yvonne Rydin / Dr Pablo Sendra / Dr Michael Short / Dr Jung Won Son / Professor Philip Steadman / Professor John 
Tomaney / Dr Catalina Turcu / Dr John Ward / Dr Joanna Williams / Professor Fulong Wu / Dr Filipa Wunderlich / Dr 
Fangzhu Zhang

BSP PhD candidates 2018/19: 

Juan Alberti Vazquez / Alireza Kolahi / Alizara Juangbhanich / Andrew Purves / Anon Chaimanee / Bushi Li / Chien-
Ling Lo / Derry O’connell / Di Bao / Dimitrios Panayotopoulos-Tsiros / Dongho Han / Elena Besussi / Elisabeta Ilie / 
Graziano Di Gregorio / Jacob Simpson / Jingyi Zhu / Ju Eun Kim / Justinien Tribillon / Kan Zhu / Karla Barrantes Chaves 
/ Kyunghyun Baek / Lesley Slavitt / Manqi Wang / Meiling Wu / Melissa Barrientos Trinanes / Michael Manlangit / 
Miguel Hincapie Trivino / Monica Lopez Franco / Nan Li / Paul Hildreth / Reetuparna Sarkar / Ruth Sepulveda Marquez 
/ Seamus Cleary / Sizhe Chen / Vafa Dianati Maleki / Weilong Zhang / Xiangyu Wang / Xiaoxuan Lan / Xing Gao / Yi 
Feng / Ying-Chun Hou / Yuerong Zhang / Zaenal Arifin

Further details of past and current BSP MPhil/PhD research students and their topic of research at: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/planning/people/mphilphd-students
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Once again, the research student community within 
the Bartlett School of Planning have shown in this 
publication the diversity, originality and scientific 

excellence of their research activities. These young 
scholars are at the forefront of research in planning 
studies and even pushing that frontier outwards with their 
work. New problematics are being investigated, topical 
issues are being re-examined and innovative theoretical 
terrains are being traversed. What is particularly 
noteworthy is that the links to practice and policy are 
never far away. This is research that, once completed, 
has the potential to change our planning, design and 
management of the built and natural environment. Last 
year the Bartlett School of Planning inaugurated an 

annual BSP Postgraduate Research Day at which students 
approaching the important milestone of upgrade present 
their research plans during the day and, at a public 
evening event, students approaching completion and 
submission of their thesis report on their findings. This 
evening event, in particular, highlights this contribution of 
the research student community to planning studies and 
will be an important landmark each year for the School, 
one to which all are warmly invited.  Please look out for 
details on the BSP website. 

Yvonne Rydin
London, April 2018

A doctorate is simultaneously the highest echelon 
of education and the formal gateway to a research 
career. But doctoral research is much more than 

a means to that end: it is also the leading edge of all our 
research. Doctoral research is like the ever-developing 
outer layer of growth of a tree, more expansive in scope 
and more extensive in reach than what went before; 
where we find vigorous new growth heralding a new wave 
of flowering and fruition.

Doctoral research it is often the most intellectually risk-
taking, disruptive and agenda-setting research. Doctoral 
projects can afford to venture into new territory that 
does not yet attract institutional or commercial funding. 
Doctoral theses are packed with the ideas of a new 

generation who take for granted the advances of previous 
generations, but don’t take their achievements as the 
final word. Indeed, doctoral research is potentially most 
indicative of the future of a department.

As a thriving doctoral programme is a vivid and 
tangible indicator of the intellectual life and health of a 
department, we warmly welcome the contribution of the 
Bartlett School of Planning’s doctoral students in Taking 
Planning Forward. Herein we find not only an enticing 
showcase of doctoral works in progress, but a glimpse of 
the planning research of the future. 

Stephen Marshall

London, May 2019

Foreword to the Third Edition

Foreword to the Fourth Edition
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In celebrating the centenary of the Bartlett School 
of Planning, this extraordinary collection of essays 
eloquently demonstrates how far our School has 

travelled.  They all come from students on our PhD 
programme – now a major part of our offering – and 
show the range, depth and originality of the work our 
research students are actively undertaking, on topics 
here in London and more widely across the world.  It 
seems difficult now to comprehend that when Stanley 
Adshead was appointed as first UCL Professor of Town 
Planning, in September 1914 – one month into World War 
One - the School offered a part-time College Certificate 
in Town Planning to a handful of students. Only half 
a century later, in the 1960s, when Richard Llewelyn 
Davies took charge and created the modern Bartlett, did 
research became at all significant. And it is only in the last 
decade that the PhD programme has grown to its present 
astonishing size and range of activity: 60 PhD students, 
actively engaged on research with huge potential for 

improving our understanding of the world we are planning 
for, and the ways in which we can plan better.

The 23 essays, carefully chosen by Rodrigo Cardoso 
to represent the widest possible cross-section, give a 
picture of the variety of topics and geographical foci: from 
London’s Silicon Roundabout to Taiwan, from the highly 
abstract to the extremely concrete, from temporary urban 
events to long-term urban change. But what unites them 
is their sense of purpose: this is research not for its own 
academic sake – though it clearly aims to achieve that 
hallowed academic objective, “a significant contribution 
to knowledge” – but to achieve a practical end in the 
real urban world we live in and seek in multiple ways 
to improve. This is serious research to a purpose: a 
wonderful testament from a great professional school at 
the height of its powers.

Peter Hall
London, May 2014

Foreword to the First Edition

In 2014, PhD students at the Bartlett School of 
Planning came together to catalogue the range of 
research being undertaken in our school during its 

Centenary Year. Peter Hall, who wrote the foreword to 
the first edition of Taking Planning Forward, called it an 
‘extraordinary collection of essays’ highlighting the range 
of projects and places being researched by the school’s 
PhD community. Many of those projects are now complete 
but a great many others have commenced. The school’s 
60 plus PhD students continue to work the frontiers of 
planning research, opening up new avenues of enquiry 
and addressing some of the most pressing questions of 
urban innovation and entrepreneurialism, neighbourhood 
change and social equity, housing market processes 
and housing justice, urban design quality, and future 
infrastructure need and development. Their projects 
have the same diverse geographical foci flagged by Peter 
three years ago, though many are about London and the 
challenges it will face in the next century.

The 2017 edition of Taking Planning Forward contains 26 
accounts of projects in progress or recently completed. 
These range from studies of green building in Thailand 
and inequities arising from transport access in Chile, 
through examinations of gated communities in Costa 
Rica and urban growth and transformations in China, 
to austerity urbanism and housing market dynamics in 
London.  It is necessarily only a snapshot of the school’s 
research, but nevertheless indicative of the diverse 
interests of both students and planning staff members. 
The publication of this new edition coincides with the 
launch of the ‘BSP Expo’ in May. The Expo will be an 
annual gathering of current and former staff members 
and students and the school’s many friends and partners. 
It will be a celebration of student success, of which the 
work of our PhD students is a very significant part.      

Nick Gallent
London, March 2017

Foreword to the Second Edition
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This 4th edition of Taking Planning Forward has 
received a considerable update from its precedents. 
As a way to keep track and showcase the ongoing 

state of research undertaken by the BSP PhD community, 
this edition of Taking Planning Forward features a total of 
10 new abstracts and a revised version of the sociogram 
(p. v) that are representative of candidates from the 
2018/19 academic cohort.  

The coming together of the 4th edition of Taking Planning 
Forward at a time where The Bartlett celebrates 100 
years marks a suitable time to reflect on current areas 
of research and see how these may have transformed 
over time. The abstracts featured in this edition show 
stronger empirical contributions, focus to a greater extent 
on city-wide and local scales, and are grounded in more 
diversified contexts. Notably, new studies from Asia and 
Central/South Americas enrich the already widespread 
geographical footprint of the faculty showcasing the 
role of The Bartlett as a global platform for research 
and exchange.  The expanded section on ‘Community 
Contributions and Recent Publications’ indeed reflects 
these changing themes and exhibit the community’s 
continuing pursuit and dissemination of their research 
across national and international contexts. 

Moreover, the Bartlett’s faculty funding for Doctoral 
initiatives and Equality Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
initiatives – the latter added in this academic year – 
has given rise to continuing and new collective activities 
that are being taken forward. The Socially Just Planning 
seminar series, after three years since its first launch, is 
now a staple for the community and the three new EDI 
initiatives undertaken collaboratively between BSP staff 
and members of the PhD community are evidence of the 
continuous work for more inclusive and just work and 
learning environments.   

Speaking of collaborative endeavours, this book could 
not have been published without the support from many 
people across the BSP. We would like to thank Professor 
Matthew Carmona and Professor Stephen Marshall for 
their sustained support to this publication initiative. 
Also, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to 

Professor Yvonne Rydin, director of PhD programme, who 
has heralded and supported various activities for the 
development of the BSP PhD community. Many of our 
research works and events reported in subsequent pages 
rest upon the administrative support from Lisa Fernand, 
Eliza Fleming and the team in the BSP office, to whom we 
are most grateful. 

Our gratitude also goes to convenors of the BSP EXPO 
2019 for giving us the opportunity to launch this very 
issue and inviting us anew to participate in this year’s 
emblematic event celebrating the 100 years of The 
Bartlett. Last but not least, we would like to extend 
our thanks to all PhD students of The Bartlett School 
of Planning, whose dedication in truly taking planning 
forward lies at the heart of this publication. 

The editorial team

Hyunji Cho 
Dongho Han

Alizara Juangbhanich
Vafa Dianati Maleki

Ruth Sepulveda Marquez
Dimitrios Panayotpoulos-Tsiros

Manqi Wang
Yuerong Zhang

Jingyi Zhu

London, May 2019

Preface for the Fourth Edition
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Collective 
Initiatives
The Bartlett School of Planning (BSP) encourages a lively research culture, and this has 
been reflected in the range of events and activities brought about by members of the 
PhD Community. These initiatives aim to stimulate dialogue among BSP staff, students, 
alumni as well as the wider academic community. 

In this edition of Taking Planning Forward, we showcase a variety of initiatives undertaken 
by members from the BSP PhD community throughout the 2018-19 academic year: 
the Socially Just Planning Seminar series, three Bartlett EDI Initiatives, China Planning 
Research Group Seminars, the Lonely Planner talks, our PhD Away Days, the BSP 
Postgraduate Research Day and the BSP PhD Research Exchange.
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The Socially Just Planning (SJP) Doctoral Network was 
established in 2017 with an aim to bring to attention of 
the PhD and The Bartlett community the significance 
of improving equity and quality standards in planning 
projects, initiatives and research; thereby contributing 
to further development of the idea of social justice 
around the field of planning. This has been done through 
promoting discussions of on-going research projects and 
initiatives in the fields of transport, regeneration and 
public spaces as three different, yet related, domains for 
socially just urban planning. 

The Network follows in the footsteps of the Socially 
Just Transport Doctoral Network, founded in 2015 with 
support from the Bartlett Doctoral Initiative Fund, which 
sponsors PhD student-led initiatives in the Bartlett to 
promote cross-faculty research collaboration. With an 
additional focus on regeneration and public spaces, the 
Network hopes to encourage more PhD students, as well 
as staff, from the Bartlett and other faculties in UCL and 
beyond to develop links and share expertise with their 
peers on promoting social justice within planning.

Central to the Network is a series of Socially Just Planning 
Seminars, which take turn to cover the three core themes 
of transport, regeneration and public spaces. With nine 

seminars this year, each of them is pivoted around 
one or more invited presentations, followed by a panel 
discussion involving all attendees where relevant themes 
are explored to contribute to the discussion of social 
justice within planning studies.

Supervised by Professor Claudio de Magalhães, the 
Network is currently coordinated by Karla Barrantes 
Chaves. Previously coordinated by Monica Lopez Franco 
and Beatriz Mella Lira who along with Mengqiu Cao still 
support the Network.

Socially Just Planning Seminars
Organised by the Socially Just Planning Doctoral Network
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Three members from our BSP doctoral community, Hyunji 
Cho, Lisa Juangbhanich and Siyao Liu,  have arranged 
a series of focus group meetings with Asian female 

international students at the Bartlett.  These meetings 
are supported by Bartlett Doctoral Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion Initiative fund.  

•	 Asian female international students at the Bartlett (focus group)
Organised by Hyunji Cho, Alizara Juangbhanich and Siyao Liu

Bartlett EDI Initiatives

Seminar videos are available on the SJP Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/sociallyjustplanning/

More details of the Network at https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/people/bartlett-doctoral-networks/socially-justplanning-
doctoral-network. 

Follow the SJP Network via Facebook or Twitter @just_planning

[1] Yuerong Zhang and Naif Alanazi, 19 March 2019. 
[2] Naif Alanazi, Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engineering, A methodological framework for exploring the influence of urban 
street environments on levels of metro use and walk access mode share, 19 March 2019.
[3] Dr Richard Timmerman, Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London, Towards Socially Sustainable Urban Design: 
Pollards Hill and the Incubators of Public Spaces project, 5 March 2019
[4] Professor Stephen Marshall, Bartlett School of Planning, University College London, Towards Socially Sustainable Urban Design: 
Pollards Hill and the Incubators of Public Spaces project, 5 March 2019.
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The purpose of the meetings is to explore difficulties 
and challenges that Asian female students may 
encounter during their courses to build an in-depth 
understanding of their situation.  It is assumed that they 
may be experiencing particular difficulties which can be 
distinguished from other cases in their intersectional 
positions: such as cultural differences in learning 
and teaching, the marginalisation of Asian cases in 
built environment studies, the male-dominated built 
environment industries and their personal lives in the 
UK as Asian women. The initiative invites Asian female 
Master and doctorate students to take part.  

Postgraduate students from Asian countries in the overall 
UCL reached over 50% in the 2017-18 academic year 
(50.3%).  Among the doctorate students in the current 
Bartlett School of Planning, there are a number of active 
Asian female students (approximately more than 10 
people), and the overall number of postgraduate Asian 
students are 4,680 in the 2017-18 academic year. Even 
though there is no specific statistics on the number of 

Asian female students at the Bartlett, according to the 
student numbers by gender, the number of female 
students is slightly higher than male students at the 
Bartlett (with the exception of the School of Construction 
and Project Management).  At the minimum, the number 
of Asian female students enrolled at the Bartlett is over 
2,000 this academic year. Nonetheless, there is still 
limited understanding of their experience and the means 
by which the School may extend its role and curriculum 
to support the challenges they may encounter. This is a 
preliminary study to share stories from the students to 
have a better understanding of their situations, as well 
as to explore the role of UCL as a global university.  The 
focus group meetings will enable a basis to build a better 
learning environment for international students and 
will be beneficial for an overall member of staffs and 
students.

The initiative is supervised by Dr Yasminah Beebeejaun.  
The result of meetings will be produced into a short report 
in July.  

On 7 June 2018, a focus group on parental leave for 
research students was conducted as part of the Bartlett 
Doctoral Equality, Diversity and Inclusion initiative. Led by 
BSP PhD community’s Phoebe Stirling and Lucia Cerrada 
Morato, the focus group gathered information and 
experiences about parental leave for research students 

to provide a better understanding of support offered for 
those that are considering to take parental study leave.

The initiative was supervised by Professor Nick Gallent 
and supported by the Bartlett Doctoral Initiative Fund for 
Research Students and Staff.

•	 Parental leave for research students (focus group)
Organised by Phoebe Stirling and Lucia Cerrado Morato

This participatory workshop was organised by Dr Susan 
Moore at BSP on 10 October 2018 and facilitated by 
external consultants, WHEN Women’s Higher Education 
Network.  It was a Faculty-wide event, open to all 
academic and professional service staff and postgraduate 
researchers. Over the course of the 2.5-hour long 
session, the workshop reviewed the existing institutional 
culture and identified the potential for action to improve 
‘cultural competency’ across the Bartlett. The workshop 
was designed to encourage: 1) A common understanding 

of unconscious bias and its drivers; 2) Identification of 
potential issues and challenges within the Bartlett and/or 
built environment sector; 3) Knowledge and prioritisation 
of a range of actions; 4) Identification of obstacles to 
action and understanding of how to overcome them.  Over 
40 participants took part in the workshop and a feedback 
survey and report was submitted to the Vice-Dean of 
Equality Diversity and Inclusion to inform the wider EDI 
aims of the Faculty. 

•	 Unconscious Bias and Cultural Competency Workshop 
Organised by Dr Susan Moore
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The China Planning Research Group (CPRG) is a 
platform for comparative studies between urban China 
and other parts of the world through linked seminars, 
workshops, exchange visits and conferences for British, 
Chinese and European researchers interested in China’s 
continuing momentum of urbanisation and profound 
urban transformation. It aims at promoting advancement, 
collaboration and knowledge transfer of planning research 
and practices for achieving China’s sustainable urban 
future. The group is currently under the joint coordination 
of Professor Fulong Wu and Dr Fangzhu Zhang, with the 
support of doctoral and postdoctoral researchers on 
urban China studies in the BSP.

Research at CPRG span across economic, social 
and environmental dimensions of the development, 
governance and planning in China. Key areas of interest 
include:

•	 Migration and social integration

•	 Spatial inequalities and residential segregation

•	 Neighbourhood changes and governance

•	 Urban poverty and deprivation

•	 Suburbanisation and suburbanism

•	 Land and housing development and politics

•	 Urban innovation and regional innovation system

•	 Eco-urbanism and environmental governance

For updates on CPRG’s events and publications: https://
urban-china.org/

Follow the CPRG on Twitter @UCL_UrbanChina or 
subscribe to the group’s event mailing list at http://
eepurl.com/-L-l9

China Planning Research Group Seminars
Organised by China Planning Research Group

Understanding Urban Industrial Dynamics in China / Housing Market and Policy in China, 1st October
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Open to all audiences, the Lonely Planner is a series of 
informal talks by BSP PhD students on their encounters 
with the culture, environment and planning issues of 
where they have lived or worked. Experiences from 
different parts of the world are brought to life through 
multi-media presentations, followed by discussions 
and a post-talk meal held at a restaurant linked to the 
featured culture wherever possible. The initiative was 
first brought forward by the BSP PhD community in 
2009 and has run for ten years in a row. 

For this academic year, we were delighted to have six 
of our new MPhil/PhD candidates that have enrolled 
in September 2018 – Meiling Wo, Yi Feng, Melissa 
Barrientos, Di Bao, Manqi Wang and Kan Zhu  – 
sharing with us their international experiences from 
China and Chile.

Lonely Planner Talks
Organised by the BSP PhD Community - 15 November 2018

The PhD away days is an annual activity of the 
BSP doctoral community for our team building and 
professional development.  On 24th and 25th May 
2019, an approximate 15 members from the BSP 
PhD community gathered in Cumberland Lodge, 
located 3.5 miles south of Windsor Castle. The two-
day retreat consisted of a combination of outdoor team 
building activities and conversations on academic and 
professional development. The group was delightedly 
joined by Seung-hyun Wang from the UCL Institute 

for Environmental Design and Engineering and two 
of our recent alumni, Dr Joe Penny from Queen 
Mary University of London and Dr Mengqiu Cao from 
University of Westminster.  Seung-hyun Wang gave a 
presentation about the recent studies about artificial 
intelligence and the built environment.  Dr Joe Penny 
and Dr Mengqiu Cao shared their experiences of 
planning and preparing for a successful career in the 
academia and beyond.

PhD Away Days
Organised by the BSP PhD Community - 24-25 May 2019

Manqi Wang, 15th November 2018 Melissa Barricatos, 15th November 2018 
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Organised by Professor Yvonne Rydin (BSP Graduate Tutor for Research Students) the BSP Postgraduate 
Research Day is an annual event that celebrates the work of BSP research students across all stages of 
progression, further promoting dialogue and rapport across members of the School in their research endeavours. 
The day-time programme consisted of a series of presentations by students preparing for their PhD upgrade on 
their proposed research, with questions and feedback from peers and staff. Opened to the wider audience, the 
evening programme featured talks by students approaching completion of their doctoral studies on key findings 
from their inquiries, followed by discussion over refreshments. This year’s contributions included:

BSP Postgraduate Research Day
Organised by Prof Yvonne Rydin - 6 June 2018

Ruth Sepulveda 
Marquez

Green Infrastructures under Constrictions of Neoliberalism: networks, discourses and 
story-lines in Santiago, Chile

Juan Alberti The role of national investment planning systems in LatAm as institutions for megaproject 
planning and appraisal

Seamus Cleary Strategy Spatial Planning and Good Friday Agreement: An Elusive Concept or Lost 
Opportunity?

Carina Schneider Towards a disaggregated framework for Inclusive Growth: the firm, skills demand and 
social value

Xing Gao Intellectual property rights protection under the economic transition in Huaihai Economic 
Zone, China

Jingyi Zhu Understanding social production and construction of public space from public-private 
dynamics: A case study of Shanghai

Xiaoxuan Lan The Transformation of Environmental Urban Governance in China: A Case Study of 
Shanghai’s Chongming Eco-island

•	 A focus on upgrades (Day-time programme)

Phoebe Stirling Designing demand: challenging orthodox frameworks for housing market analysis

Alizara 
Juangbhanich

How and why do large private developers engage in green building practice? A case study 
of Bangkok, Thailand

Stefania Fiorentino The Fourth Italy. A new geographical distribution of innovation and the contemporary urban 
entrepreneurial perspectives. A case study of Rome

Paul Hildreth Studying firms to understand place and place-based policy - A case study from the Mersey 
Dee cross-border economy

Mengqiu Cao Determining an Appropriate Method to Evaluate Individual Social Equity in Urban Transport: 
Gini Index or Capabilities Approach?

Beatriz Mella Lira Using ‘weighted functionings’ to reveal health-related inequalities for transport users: a 
case study of Santiago de Chile

Chien-Ling Lo Creating a sustainable real estate market via urban regeneration: a case study on office 
market in Manchester

•	 An evening of celebrating emergent results (Evening programme)
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Once each term the PhD Research Exchange is held. Organised by Dr Nicola Livingstone (Lecturer in Real 
Estate at the BSP) and opened to staff as well as research students, the one-hour programme provides a forum 
for the exchange of research ideas over lunch. The event enables an opportunity for up to three PhD candidates 
to present their PhD projects. The Research Exchange acts as a platform for candidates to receive feedback on 
their work as well as facilitates the exchange of research across BSP staff and students which in turn fosters a rich 
research culture across the BSP community.

PhD Research Exchanges this academic year featured the following research projects:

BSP PhD Research Exchange
5 December 2018 and 13 March 2019

Alizara Juangbhanich on Bangkok’s private developers and 
their engagement in green building practice

Paul Hildreth on firms and place-based policy, a case study 
from the Mersey Dee cross-border economy

Gualtiero Bonvino Using land policy to fund public transport: learning from Italian failures

Ana McMillin New Geographies of Making: The case of 3D Printing Industry in London (UCL Department 
of Geography)

Dimitris 
Panayotopoulos 

Scale and perceptions of urban voids. Learnings from Eleonas in Athens, Greece

Miguel Hincapie 
Trivino

Landscape character conservation through local communities’ participation: the case of 
two Colombian cultural landscapes of universal value

Monica Lopez Franco Housing in Mexican Historic Centres
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Conference 
Contributions
Every year, PhD students in the BSP participate in academic conferences around the 
world, sharing their research on urban planning and related disciplines. Over the past 
year, many of them have attended and presented in meetings organised by American 
Association of Geographers (AAG), Association of European Schools of Planning 
(AESOP), Regional Studies Association (RSA), the UK-Ireland Planning Conference, as 
well as those organised and supported by the School and Bartlett faculty. Here is a 
summary of the presentations delivered by current and recently graduated members of 
the BSP PhD community in these events.
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2018 AESOP Congress - 10 – 14 July 2018 | Gothenburg, Sweden
Association of European Schools of Planning Annual Congress 

The AESOP Annual Congress 2018 in Gothenburg fostered exchange and collaboration in planning research under the 
theme ‘Making Space for Hope’. Hosted by Gothenburg University (Department of Conservation) in collaboration with 
Chalmers University of Technology (Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering), KTH Royal Institute of Technology 
and Blekinge Institute of Technology (Department of Spatial Planning), a series of conference sessions took place 
across the four days where members of staff and students from the BSP community participated. The congress was also 
preceded by a 3-day PhD workshop in Karlskrona. Not limited to these are some of the contributions from the BSP PhD 
community at the 2018 annual congress.

Patricia Canelas* Delivering the housing England needs? Exploring the implications of the deregulation of 
planning control governing the change of use from office to residential

Gualtiero Bonvino Using land policy to fund public transport: learning from Italian failures.

Jingyi Zhu From designer to place-promoter: an extended idea of place-making and vitalisation

Alizara 
Juangbhanich

How and why do private developers engage in green building practice? A case study of 
Bangkok, Thailand

Nan Li King’s Cross and St Pancras Railway Stations, London: node-place and user perspectives

Sonia Freire Trigo Vacant land: The reboot button of land use planning

Sonia Freire Trigo* Perceptions of Planning Risk and Housebuilders’ strategies

*Contribution is co-authored

Nan Li on node-place and user perspectives of London’s King’s 
Cross and St Pancras rail stations

Gualtiero Bonvino on land policy and funding of  public 
transport in Italy at the 2018 AESOP congress
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Ilwon Seo* The Persistence of Inter-Regional Hierarchy in National Innovation System: Evidence from 
Analysis of Patent Licensing in China

*Contribution is co-authored

•	 RSA Global Conference in China 2018 – 29 June – 1 July 2018 | Beijing, China

RSA Annual and Winter Conference 2018
Regional Studies Association 

Members of the BSP PhD have participated in various programme of conferences and workshops organised by the 
RSA over the years. In 2018, a number joined the RSA Global Conference in China that took place at Peking University 
in Beijing on ‘Regional Governance, Industrial Restructuring and Sustainable Development’; and the RSA Winter 
Conference in London under the theme ‘New Horizons for Cities and Regions in a Changing World’. 

AAG 2019 - 3 – 7 April 2019 | Washington, DC
American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting 

Each year, the annual meeting of AAG hosts thousands of geographers, GIS specialists, environmental scientists, 
and planners that converge from around the world to share their interest, experience and research. The 2019 annual 
meeting featured over 6,900 presentations, posters, workshops, and field trips scheduled by leading scholars, experts, 
and researchers under the themes of:

•	 Geography, GIScience, and Health: Building the International Geospatial Health Research Network (IGHRN)
•	 Geographies of Human Rights: The Right to Benefit from Scientific Progress
•	 Physical Geography in Environmental Science

The following are the BSP PhD community’s contribution to the AAG 2019.

Brian Garcia The Townhouse Law: 13 Years of a densification policy in Los Angeles

Dimitrios 
Panayotopoulos

Scale and perceptions of urban voids in post-industrial cities. Learnings from Eleonas in 
Athens, Greece

Dimitrios 
Panayotopoulos

Session organiser: Urban Voids, Interstitial Spaces and Vacant Lands: An Emerging Agenda 
for the Vague Geography of Cities. (Sponsored by Qualitative Research Specialty Group)

Ilwon Seo* Does development liberate regional innovation systems from a domestic inter-regional 
hierarchy in knowledge flow? An analysis of Chinese patent licensing data

Jihyun Kim Social narrations of material: An inscription-prescription analysis of urban public space

Lucia Cerrada Morato Local authorities and housing intensification: conviction or imposition

Stefania Fiorentino Defining a new urban economic geography of innovation and the implications for local 
economic development. A case study of Rome

*Contribution is co-authored
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Paul Hildreth  Session chair: Spatial Development, Territorial and Regional Futures

•	 RSA Winter Conference -  15 – 16 November 2018 | London, UK

GCEG 2018 – 24 – 28 July 2018 | Cologne, Germany
Global Conference in Economic Geography 

The 5th Global Conference on Economic Geography 2018 was held by the University of Cologne under the umbrella topic 
“Dynamics in an Unequal World”. The GCEG is the biggest international conference dedicated to economic geography, 
with more than 500 delegates attending from over 60 countries. Stefania Fiorentino from the BSP PhD community 
together with Professor Nicholas Phelps co-organised and chaired a session on Agglomeration in an age of informality, 
ephemerality, virtuality and the aestheticization of the urban. The double-panel session was also joined by BSP PhD’s 
Jacob Simpson and Xiangyu Wang who presented their respective papers.

Stefania Fiorentino* Session chair/organiser: Agglomeration in an age of informality, ephemerality, virtuality 
and the aestheticization of the urban

Stefania Fiorentino Rome and its innovation hubs: “gig” or “new urban” economies?

Jacob Simpson* Location, location, location! An exploratory study of the attraction and contribution of 
quality of the built environment to foreign direct investments

Xiangyu Wang Implications of the electronic market for the spatial clustering of traditional industries: A 
case study on the furniture cluster in Foshan, China

*Contribution is co-authored

Hyunji Cho “Cultivating Citizenship” in Inequality: The Reappearance of Social Structure in 
Neighbourhood Relationships

Mengqiu Cao* Evaluating Transport-related Social Equity in London and Beijing: Combining Capabilities 
Theories and Gini Index

*Contribution is co-authored

RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2018 – 28 - 31 August 2018 | Cardiff, 
UK 
Royal Geographical Society with IBG 

The Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) is the learned society and professional body for geography.
The annual conference is international in nature and outlook. Each year hundreds of colleagues from around the world 
attended the conference, with a third of attendees coming from outside the UK. Every third year the conference takes 
place at a venue outside of London. In 2018 the conference took place at Cardiff University from Tuesday 28 to Friday 
31 August.
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Rachna Lévêque Inclusive but not resilient, or vice versa? Public participation, tokenism and justice. The 
case of urban density in Mumbai 

Dimitrios 
Panayotopoulos

Scale and perceptions of urban voids in post-industrial cities. Learnings from Eleonas in 
Athens, Greece

City+ 2018 – 15 September 2018 | London, UK
The International Conference for PhD Students and Early Career Researchers on Urban 
Studies

The City+ conference is an annual conference organised by a London-based research network of postgraduate students 
and early career researchers in urban studies. The first City+ conference was held in 2017 at the University of Cambridge 
with contributions from 70 delegates across 18 universities. The conference brought together students and researchers 
working on social equality and right to the city, to urban mobility, regeneration, housing, environment, energy, data 
analytics and smart technology.

Held at UCL and sponsored by the Bartlett this year is City+ 2018. Over 100 delegates of academic staff, postdocs, 
and PhD students from 32 universities and research institutes attended the one-day conference. Mengqiu (Matthew) 
Cao, recent PhD graduate from the BSP PhD community and part of the organising committee delivered an opening 
speech for the event. The conference was attended by various members of the BSP PhD community, including Dr Yuqi 
Liu (recent BSP PhD graduate) and Rachna Lévêque whom presented their research.

9th Annual International Conference on Urban Studies & Planning – 3 – 6 June 
2019 | Athens, Greece
Athens Institute for Education and Research (sponsored by the Athens Journal of 
Architecture)

Organised by the Architecture Unit in collaboration with the Social Sciences division of Athens Institute for Education 
and Research (ATINER), the annual conference brings together academics and researchers from areas of social science; 
including but not limited to urban sociology, urban geography, urban design, urban planning and architecture. Dimitrios 
Panayotopoulos will be sharing his works on urban voids at the conference in June.

Text and information drawn from AESOP, AAG, RSA, RGS-IBG, City+, GCEG, ATINER and UCL online pages

Mengqiu (Matthew) Cao delivering his opening speech at the 
City+ 2018

Rachna Lévêque on urban density in Mumbai at City+ 2018



16

Other featured contributions

Hyunji Cho The imagination of ‘diversity’ in Seoul and the marginalisation of Korean Chinese

Andrew Purves Models of fair public ownership: lessons from Singapore and Hong Kong

Karla Barrantes 
Chaves

Presentation: Fear of crime beyond the walls. Are gated communities a catalyst for fear 
towards the more unequal neighbourhoods? 

Ju Eun Kim A Reconsideration on Neighbourhood Regeneration from the Perspective of Smart 
Shrinkage in Yeongju, Korea

Ju Eun Kim In the Middle of Government and Citizen: Urban regeneration activists and Government-
civil society relation in Seoul, Korea

Alizara 
Juangbhanich

Corporate Responsibility and Sustainable Building Practice: A Case Study of Private 
Property Developers in Bangkok, Thailand

•	 Cultural Pluralism in Cities of the Global South Conference – 20 - 21 March 
2019 | Florence, Italy

Global Governance Programme

•	 20th Anniversary Conference of the Association for Heterodox Economics – 
5 – 7 July 2018 | Leicester, UK

The Association for Heterodox Economics (AHE)

•	 XVI International conference on land planning and urban development (OTU 
2018) – 1 – 5 October 2018 | Habana, Cuba

Spatial Planning Institute of Cuba

•	 9th East Asian Regional Conference in Alternative Geography (EARCAG) – 
10 - 15 December 2018 | Daegu, South Korea

•	 2018 Corporate Responsibility Research Conference – 12 - 14 September 
2018 | Leeds, UK

Sustainability Research Institute at the University of Leeds (UK) in association with 
KEDGE Business School (France)
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Recent 
Publications
Though busy doing their fieldwork and writing their theses, many in the BSP PhD 
Community have managed to contribute to scholarly and professional conversations 
on various issues of planning in the form of journal articles, book chapters and more. 

For more details on the publications and works delivered by past and current members 
of the BSP PhD community, visit: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/planning/people/
mphilphd-students 
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Alberti, J. (2019). Planning and Appraisal 
Recommendations for Megaproject Success (Vol. 
661). Inter-American Development Bank.

Cao, M., & Hickman, R. (2019). Urban transport 
and social inequities in neighbourhoods near 
Underground stations in Greater London. 
Transportation Planning and Technology,42(5), 
419-441.

Social equity, and the contribution that transport planning 
can make to social equity, are increasingly attracting the 
attention of transport planners and researchers. This 
perhaps reflects the heightened levels of social inequity in 
cities and the concern over differential access to transport 
and participation in activities. This paper considers these 
issues by applying the Capabilities Approach to transport, 
in order to examine an individual’s opportunities to travel 
and engage in activities (capabilities) and their actual day 
to day travel and engagement in activities (functionings). 
London is selected as a case study using analysis from 
three Underground stations on the Jubilee Line Extension. 
The findings show that there are statistically significant 
differences in terms of capabilities and functionings 
across the socio-demographic characteristics of 
individuals, and also across different neighbourhoods in 
London. It is argued that unless local residents’ potential 
travel opportunities and actual activities, and the gaps 
between them, are better understood and responded 
to, the problem of transport-related social inequity is 
likely to persist in London. Therefore, we suggest that 
the findings from this research, including the multi-
dimensional social indicators and understanding of the 
barriers to accessibility, could be used alongside existing 
approaches such as accessibility planning. 

Cuthill, N., Cao, M., Liu, Y., Gao, X., & Zhang, Y. 
(2019). The association between urban public 
transport infrastructure and social equity 
and spatial accessibility within the urban 
environment: An investigation of Tramlink in 
London. Sustainability, 11(5), 1229.

The pursuit of sustainability has been at the forefront 
of contemporary planning initiatives. However, most 
recent research has focused on the environmental and 
economic aspects of developing sustainable urban 
environment, whilst largely neglecting the social aspects. 
Contemporary political thinking in the UK often disregards 

the potential of the urban infrastructure to improve social 
equity. The aim of this study was to analyse the impact of 
transport infrastructure on a variety of social measures, 
in an empirical and ideologically unbiased fashion, using 
both quantitative and qualitative methods. We selected 
“Tramlink” as a case study: a light-rail system in the 
London Borough of Croydon which began operation in 
2000. We used quantitative methods, including advanced 
spatial statistics, to produce a more detailed analysis of 
social equity than has been previously published. This 
acknowledges that determining localised issues can 
produce more informed and effective policy interventions. 
Our results demonstrate that the physical properties of 
transport infrastructure and the non-physical attributes 
of society, in combination, help to create opportunities 
for individuals to succeed. We also find that in order to 
reduce the negative effects of austerity, public money 
could be more effectively spent if diverted to areas 
that are most in need which can be highlighted through 
localised investigations. 

Domenech, T., Bleischwitz, R., Doranova, 
A., Panayotopoulos, D., & Roman, L. (2019). 
Mapping Industrial Symbiosis Development in 
Europe. Typologies of networks, characteristics, 
performance and contribution to the Circular 
Economy. Resources, Conservation and 
Recycling, 141, 76-98.

Last years have seen a surge of Industrial Symbiosis 
(IS) development in association with ad-hoc widespread 
policies to encourage more circular and sustainable 
practices in the manufacturing sector. Developments in 
Europe, despite having attracted less attention in the 
literature, have been significant, driven both by public and 
private initiative. This paper provides an updated overview 
of IS activity in Europe, with a mapping of key networks, 
and a study of prevailing typologies of networks, size, 
geographical distribution and main streams/ resources 
traded. The analysis is based on a combination of desk 
research, gathering of primary data from case studies, 
a survey to IS network facilitators (n = 22) and in-depth 
interviews and focus groups (3) with IS practitioners, 
policy officers and industry representatives (n = 25). The 
analysis identified pockets of IS activity across all Europe, 
although varying in nature, resources exchanged and 
scale and scope of the initiatives. The average size of the 
mapped networks is approx. 473 members, but the median 
is approx. 100 members, which indicates high variability 

2018 - 2019
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of sizes. The geographical scope of the synergies also 
seems to be dependent upon the following factors: 1) the 
type of waste stream/by-product; 2) transport costs and 
3) market value of secondary materials. Types of waste 
streams exchanged common to most networks, are 
chemicals (e.g. chemical base products), biomass and 
agriculture by-products, wood and wood pellets, plastics, 
reusable construction materials, equipment, inert waste 
and water (different qualities including industrial water), 
residual heat and steam. The paper also discusses key 
obstacles facing IS development in Europe highlighting: 
1) weakness of economic incentives given the low margin 
of IS projects associated to undeveloped secondary 
markets; 2) geographical variation of incentives and 
drivers, given differences in policy frameworks and 
support mechanisms (e.g. landfill tax levels) and 3) 
legislative issues that make transport over geographic 
boundaries extremely complex and administratively 
burdensome. Finally, the paper concludes with a general 
discussion of the potential of IS to contribute to the 
transition to the circular economy (CE) in Europe and 
identifies some key areas of future research.

Fiorentino, S. (2018). Re-making urban economic 
geography. Start-ups, entrepreneurial support and 
the Makers Movement: A critical assessment of 
policy mobility in Rome. Geoforum, 93, 116-119.

A new type of urban economy is emerging in many cities of 
the world based on innovation and soft-technology among 
micro and small enterprises. This movement back to the 
city has been promoted by both bottom-up and top-down 
interventions. The Maker Movement, start-ups tailored 
policy agendas and shared service accommodations 
set ups are all different facets of business regulations 
oriented to promoting entrepreneurial ventures as a 
way to trigger new economic growth in lagging urban 
environments. This paper looks at the case of Rome and 
compares it with other cases and policy interventions 
around the world. The results raise concerns about the 
efficacy of policy mobility in this connection. The planning 
system still fails to address the impact these activities 
might have settling on an existing urban fabric and giving 
new life to derelict areas of the city. The few implemented 
regeneration strategies that exist have mainly emulated 
past experiences of creative cities and clusters. Yet, from 
an economic point of view, start-ups have become the new 
panacea in neo-liberalised job markets. The remaking 
of new urban economies is influencing contemporary 
processes of regeneration in cities of both developed 
and developing world and a better understanding of 

its dynamics is needed to inform future policy making 
processes.

Freire Trigo, S. (2019). Vacant land in London: a 
planning tool to create land for growth. International 
Planning Studies, 1-16.

Vacant land is a widespread urban phenomenon that 
has been problematised as a waste of a scarce resource, 
which needs to be brought back to use. The consensus 
around this belief has been almost unanimous, despite 
the contradiction between the idea of scarcity and 
that of vacancy. This paper explores the assumptions 
underpinning this contradiction to point to new ways of 
addressing the ‘vacant land problem’. Drawing on the 
work of Lefebvre and Massey, the paper suggests a 
dialectical framing of vacant land to understand how its 
socially constructed nature shapes its transformation. 
The paper reveals a static understanding of urban 
change behind the conceptualisation of Battersea Power 
Station and Silvertown Quays as ‘bad places’, which in 
turn legitimises and shapes their transformation. The 
paper argues for a re-problematisation of ‘vacant land’, 
whereby its function as a planning tool for growth can be 
challenged.

Hickman, R., Lopez, N., Cao, M., Lira, B., & Biona, 
J. (2018). “I Drive outside of Peak Time to Avoid 
Traffic Jams—Public Transport Is Not Attractive 
Here.” Challenging Discourses on Travel to the 
University Campus in Manila. Sustainability, 10(5), 
1462.

The paper draws on in-depth research on the impacts 
of urban regeneration programmes on small business 
communities in Haringey, London. It uses the Haringey 
case to document and describe the rolling out of more 
entrepreneurial forms of delivery-based urban policy and 
planning. It explores the relationships between austerity 
and local government finance; recent reforms to the 
planning system and the implementation of delivery-
based, housing-focused urban regeneration programmes; 
and the types of urban built environment that are now 
emerging in cities. The discussion uses the example of 
small business communities to assess the impacts that 
contemporary planning interventions have on the form and 
character of urban economic development. It concludes 
by highlighting some of the broader implications for the 
planning of diverse cities and outlines future directions 
for research and analysis.
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Lopez Franco, M. (2018). Landscape and branding: 
the promotion and production of place. Journal of 
Urban Design, 23(6), 898-900. 

This book review analyses Nicole Porter’s ‘Landscape 
and branding: the promotion and production of place’ 
of the Blue Mountains in Australia. A natural landscape, 
she asserts, that has been methodically commodified 
and turned into a standardised international cultural 
experience. In her book, the author emphasises there 
is a clear general systematization and standardization 
in the production of landscape towards a commodified 
mental and physical experience. By declaring experiences 
as the ultimate selling product of the twenty-first century, 
she positions landscape planning and place-making as 
intrinsically separate from that which it aims to imitate 
and reproduce. Doing this she raises questions about the 
role of the architect in place-making and in planning for 
the production of any given strategy that will inevitably 
occupy and resignify an existing setting. This book is then 
suggested for lecturers and postgraduate students with 
interest in landscape architecture and in place-making. 
Also recommended for architects, planners, designers 
and marketing practitioners for its understanding of 
these disciplines and its thought-provoking questions to 
give place to enable new landscape planning and place-
making conversations.

Purves, A. (2019). Models of fair public 
ownership: lessons from Singapore and Hong 
Kong. International Journal of Public Policy, 15(1-
2), 59-75.

The question of public as opposed to private ownership 
is often cast as ideological or one of economic efficiency. 
Here, the question will be asked as to whether there are 
particular assets which should remain in public ownership 
due to the nature in which their value is created. Viewed 
in this way, the same public assets can in turn be used to 
deliver public revenue in a way that does not deter their 
use - as the revenue arises from economic rent. Examples 
from Hong Kong and Singapore are used to illustrate their 
effectiveness in delivering social as well as economic 
benefits.

Seo,	 I.	 (2019).	 Regions’	 technology	 brokerage	
patterns and dynamics for regional 
development. Sustainability, (Online-first).

While extant studies on brokerage address its structural 
competitiveness and network performance, few studies 

address the fundamental question of whether all the 
brokerage types have identical and positive effects 
on network development. Extending the Gould and 
Fernandez’s brokerage topology, the study measures the 
contribution of the brokerage roles over to the network 
evolution. For the purpose, the Chinese technology 
transfer flows networks were utilized to reveal the 
brokerage patterns of three anchor regions - Beijing, 
Shanghai and Shenzhen. The analysis outlines that 
Beijing and Shenzhen, as nation-wide brokerage hubs, 
transmit the technology across the whole regions, while 
Shanghai seems to be a more balanced broker region 
connecting the neighbour regions with the others. 
The longitudinal simulation analysis demonstrates 
that a liaison-type brokerage function, connecting the 
heterogeneous knowledge sources, contributes to the 
growth of the regional network.

Seo, I., & Sonn, J. W. (2019). The persistence of 
inter‐regional	 hierarchy	 in	 technology	 transfer	
networks: An analysis of Chinese patent licensing 
data. Growth and Change, 50(1), 145-163.

This paper asks whether the technological development 
of a nation reduces the inter-regional hierarchy in 
knowledge flow. We examine two scenarios that are the 
alternative to each other. The first is what we call the 
globalization of regional innovation system/weakening 
of inter-regional hierarchy scenario: As many regions 
develop their niches in the global economy, the national 
“anchor” region loses its relative importance as the 
importer and distributor of new knowledge, rendering 
the domestic inter-regional hierarchy less significant 
as a result. The second scenario is the globalization of 
national innovation system/persistence of inter-regional 
hierarchy. The nation’s traditional anchor region becomes 
even more active in importing technology and distributing 
it to other regions of the country. To test which scenario 
is closer to reality, we employ social network metrics to 
analyse inter-regional technology diffusion networks using 
Chinese patent licensing data for the 1998–2013 period. 
Our findings support the second scenario, showing that 
the influence of the traditional anchor region persists in 
the hierarchical network structure as new cities enter the 
network. We found five anchor regions: the three usual 
suspects—Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen—plus two that 
were slightly less expected—Dongguan and Suzhou.

Timmerman, R., Marshall, S., & Zhang, Y. (2019). 
Towards socially sustainable urban design: 
Analysing actor–area relations linking micro-
morphology and micro-democracy. International 
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Journal of Sustainable Development and 
Planning, 14(1), 20-30.

The social sustainability of cities is increasingly assisted 
by smart apps, social media and the awareness of how 
social interactions relate to urban space. Within cities, 
communities or neighbourhoods are no longer easily 
spatially defined. Similarly, how a community might 
govern itself does not necessarily follow traditional, 
simple, spatially self-contained loci. The role of housing 
management companies, managing a portfolio of social 
and private housing, adds additional complexity to 
relations between individual properties and their collective 
governance, at a level below that of the local municipality. 
meanwhile, the advent of online crowdsourcing and 
crowdfunding poses new challenges about the influence 
of outsiders and ‘who gets a vote’—and who uses their 
vote—when making decisions about a neighbourhood’s 
future. This poses a number of challenges for planning 
and local democracy in the smarter city.

This paper reports on new research from the Incubators of 
Public Spaces project, involving the use of a novel online 
design and crowdsourcing platform as an experimental 
tool for public participation, in the case of a london 
housing estate. In particular, this chapter analyses 
relationships between different actors and instruments 
involved in the governance of the different areas or 
territories of the housing estate.

We report on the challenges of holistically engaging a 
focused yet diverse pool of users in the regeneration of a 
series of courtyards associated with social housing blocks. 

This involves non-trivial decisions about user access 
rights within the platform, which becomes a challenge 
of reinventing a micro-scale democracy. by modifying 
standard approaches to social network analysis, the 
paper develops and demonstrates visualisation of the 
socio-spatial relationships, linking actor networks and 
area structures, applied in a novel way to a site’s micro-
morphology. This research, yet in progress, can help 
inform a new generation of planning procedures for more 
equitable, inclusive and hence socially sustainable cities.

Zhang, F., Chung, C. K. L., & Yin, Z. (2019). Green 
infrastructure	 for	 China’s	 new	 urbanisation:	
A case study of greenway development in 
Maanshan. Urban Studies. 

China’s recent environmental turn in urban development 
has been marked by a rush of urban green projects. 
Many city governments have lately focused on green 
infrastructure of a specific kind – the greenway. This article 
provides a preliminary assessment of the contributions 
of greenways to a new, environmentally benign form 
of urbanisation advocated by the central government. 
Through a case study of the city of Maanshan, it reveals 
that Chinese greenways are not just a sustainability fix 
for the economy’s sake, as many urban green projects in 
China tend to be conceived. Although the greenways are 
far from being effective in stimulating tourism, they can 
promote urban liveability beyond the symbolic and lend 
material support to active travel. These findings endorse 
an analytical approach that gives equal emphasis to 
both the physical and political nature of emerging green 
infrastructure initiatives to more fully appreciate the 
logics and functions in their ongoing popularity.

Canelas, P. (2018). Place-making and the London 
estates: Land ownership and the built environment. 
Journal of Urban Design, 24(2), 232-248.

Cao, M., Chen, C-L., Hickman, R. (2017). Transport 
emissions in Beijing: a scenario planning approach. 
Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers - 
Transport, 170(2), 65–75.

Cao, M., Hickman, R. (2018). Car dependence and 
housing affordability: an emerging social deprivation 
issue in London. Urban Studies. 55(10), 2088-2105. 

Chung, C. K. L., Zhang, F., & Wu, F. (2018). Negotiating 
green space with landed interests: The urban political 
ecology of greenway in the Pearl River Delta, China. 
Antipode, 50(4), 891-909.

De Magalhães, C., & Freire Trigo, S. (2017). 
‘Clubification’of urban public spaces? The withdrawal 
or the re-definition of the role of local government in 
the management of public spaces. Journal of Urban 
Design, 22(6), 738-756.

De Magalhaes, C., & Freire Trigo, S. (2017). 
Contracting out publicness: The private management 
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of the urban public realm and its implications. Progress 
in Planning, 115, 1-28.

Gallent, N., Durrant, D., & Stirling, P. (2018). Between 
the unimaginable and the unthinkable: Pathways to 
and from England’s housing crisis. Town Planning 
Review, 89(2), 125–144.

Gomes, A. (2018).  A framework of analysis for urban 
sensory aesthetics: Looking at sensescapes as ‘brush 
strokes’ of an urban canvas. In K. E. Y. Low, & D. 
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1. How and Why Do Private Developers 
Engage in Green Building Practice? The Case of 
Bangkok, Thailand.

Alizara (Lisa) Juangbhanich
Lisa is a PhD candidate at the Bartlett School of Planning under the supervision of Dr. Catalina Turcu and 
Professor Yvonne Rydin. Holding a background degree in architecture (Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn 
University) and an MSc in Sustainable Urbanism (Bartlett School of Planning, UCL), her interest in sustainability 
for the built environment ranges from green building design and practice to research in sustainable urban 
planning and development. Particular research interest includes exploring pro-environmental behaviour within 
the context of developing cities to which her master’s dissertation (Exploring Behavioural Change in Car-
dependency) and current PhD contribute.
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Buildings consume up to 40% of global energy, and 
they account for one third of energy-related GHG 
emissions (UNEP, 2014). Sustainable building 

design and construction is becoming an increasingly 
popular way to alleviate growing environmental concerns, 
with particular emphasis on green building practice. 
However, despite the growing awareness, integration of 
green building practice in developing cities such as those 
in Southeast Asia remains slow. Many see barriers to green 
building practice as pragmatic in nature; cost premiums, 
lack of expertise, technology, government incentives and 
market demands can act as key constraints.

While these factors may be significantly relevant through 
the lens of neoclassical economics, this study suggests 
that solely addressing pragmatic concerns may be a 
limited approach to understanding developer behaviour 
and an oversimplification of the factors involved therein. 
Developers are organisations; entities composed of 
groups and individuals with unique characteristics, values 
and belief systems. Thus, it stands to reason that there 
may be other organisational and psychological constructs 
involved in shaping behaviour and organisational 
decisions.

The aim of this research is twofold. First, it readdresses 
the understanding of factors and mechanisms behind 
property developer behaviour and decisions to adopt 
green building practice; accordingly, it proposes a 
theoretical framework that draws on organisational 
behaviour theory. Second – with regard to the proposed 
framework and looking into the case study of Bangkok, 
where private developers are dominant – it investigates 
how and why large private developers engage in green 
building practice, focusing on the softer psychological 
factors rooted in organisational culture and the individual 
perceptions of top managers.

Through a qualitative approach, the study explores the 
behaviour of publicly listed developer organisations 
operating in Bangkok and their responses to green 
building practice. Document analysis and semi-structured 
interviews took place with the respondent developer 
organisations. Findings show that implementation of 
green building practice in Bangkok involves a top-down 
approach with significant drive from top managers. There 
is a discussion of notions of responsibility, leadership 
and experience as psychological and organisational 

constructs that distinguish developers with green 
buildings from those without them. The study concludes 
with implications for future research and policy, including 
reflections on the privatisation of property developers 
and the need to address sustainability through formal 
and informal institutions.

This research, while not dismissing the relevance of these 
existing models in property development, explores the 
behaviour of property developers as individual agents in 
the development process. The foundation of this research 
builds on the argument for human agency as an important 
element in sustainable development and practice; this is 
similar to the works of Hoffman and Devereaux-Jennings 
(2012) (also Hoffman & Bazerman, 2007; Hoffman & 
Henn, 2008) that argues for “a greater and more varied 
voice from the social sciences” to address the issues of 
climate change and sustainability.
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2. Exploring the Capacity of Land and 
Control of Land Rents to Ensure an Equitable 
Distribution of Wealth, while Promoting 
Economic Efficiency and Sustainable Growth.

Andrew Purves
Brought up in Hong Kong, Tokyo, New York, Edinburgh, now settled in London. First degree in Modern History 
and Politics. Andrew has worked in the retail of high-end contemporary furniture for the last 35 years, 
establishing his own business: Purves & Purves, in 1992. He has a special interest in the concept of economic 
rent, how it arises and how landowners capture it, and has been teaching Economics with Justice at the School 
of Economic Science in London. Andrew wrote a book about Hong Kong’s Economic Miracle: No Debt, High 
Growth, Low Tax in 2015, and completed a master’s in Spatial Planning in 2018.
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Economists agree that the taxation of land values is 
the most efficient way to raise public revenue, and 
recent research by Stiglitz (2015) has shown that 

it can lead to greater equity. Throughout history, people 
have also understood that land ownership brings wealth 
and power, which has made it difficult to implement and 
retain a system of taxation based on land ownership for 
any length of time. The dominant economic paradigm 
promotes private ownership of land, and it has shifted 
taxation to employment (PAYE & NI) and consumption 
(VAT), thus preserving a distribution of wealth that creates 
a large underprivileged population with little prospect of 
advancement. Extensive welfare programmes, including 
support for income, housing, healthcare, public transport 
and education alleviate poverty in Western economies. 
At the same time, governments must borrow to balance 
their income and expenditure; existing taxes either prove 
inadequate to the need, or large corporations avoid them 
through legal processes of profit shifting to tax havens.

My research will establish the theoretical basis for the 
efficiency/equity of collecting this so-called economic 
rent, and it will ask whether any jurisdictions have 
avoided the pitfalls of conventional methods of raising 
public revenue. While security of tenure in land use 
is essential for wealth creation, protection of private 
property in law perhaps requires a financial obligation to 
the state in return: especially where public investment in 
infrastructure contributes to any increase in land values, 
thus generating more income for the owner.

Singapore has enjoyed spectacular economic growth 
since its independence in 1965, and some have identified 
it as an economy that promotes enterprise through low 
regulation and low taxes. However, it has pursued peculiar 
policies – counter to the prevailing neo-liberal norm. For 
example, the government has deliberately purchased 
land, and it has made it available by leasehold to both 
individuals and companies; it has also retained ownership 
of companies in strategic sectors, including banks, the 
national airline and telecoms. As a result, about 50% of 
public revenue comes from land rents (Phang, 2018), 
through various means including road use charges, land 
(lease) sale premiums, lease renewals, development 
charges and investment income. This not only allows for 
low levels of personal taxation, but it has also generated 
significant surpluses for the government. This outlier 

will be the primary case study to indicate how other 
jurisdictions might learn from the evidence, with a critical 
examination of the policies Singapore has adopted to 
highlight any unintended consequences and any outcome 
failures as a result of poor design and implementation. 
Finally, this study compares the Singapore system of 
public revenue with those of other developed economies 
to highlight the differences, and to indicate where others 
could adapt policies for local conditions, or where further 
research and comparative study is necessary to increase 
understanding of this complex area of economic policy.
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3. The Historical Traces of Residual Rhythms 
in Maintaining the Identity, Authenticity and 
Sense of Place in a Contemporary City: The 
Case of Sino-Thai Urban Livelihoods in Thai 
Cities.

Anon Chaimanee
Anon is a second-year PhD student at the Bartlett School of Planning. His thesis develops a set of urban 
design and conservation approaches for Southeast Asian cities that is attuned to the cultural background of 
people, including historical background and daily life practices. Previously, Anon has worked as a lecturer and 
researcher at Chiangmai University, Thailand, where he was researching and gaining knowledge on urban 
morphology, the image of the city and the place identity of Southeast Asian cities. Anon has a degree in 
Architecture from Silpakorn University, Thailand and an MA in Urban Design from Cardiff University.
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This research examines the potential of traditional 
rhythms that relate to specific cultures of local 
people in addressing the loss of meanings, identity 

and authenticity of urban places, within a transformed 
urban landscape and social life under modern 
development in a contemporary city.

This research started via a discussion of the loss of 
meanings, identity and authenticity of urban places 
due to the capitalist and modernist modes of urban 
development, creating chronological disconnections 
and diminishing a distinctive sense of place within 
the perceptions and memories of people. The general 
approach of previous research was to bring back the 
historical identity and local uniqueness to urban places, 
thereby preserving and reinventing the stasis of unique 
past(s) through the conservation of architectural and 
physical elements. However, such research lacked any 
consideration of the “continuities of traditions or lives of 
historic creators” (UNCHS, 2001, p. 38), and it provided 
little evidence of social relations (Knox, 2005).

Given such gaps, this research explores an alternative 
approach that considers the continuities of traditions or 
the lives of locals in maintaining identity, authenticity and 
a sense of place (Arefi, 1999; Jive’n & Larkham, 2003; 
Knox, 2005). Some have suggested this approach, but no 
one has yet analysed and demonstrated it. The researcher 
assumes that the continuities of life in the Western urban 
context are rare, as they are continually changing, because 
they are less attached to the sociocultural identity of a 
locality, differing from less developed countries (see e.g., 
Fernandez, 1984; Rodman, 1992).

However, in the Southeast Asian context, urban life 
routines strongly relate to specific cultures of local 
people (see e.g., Askew, 1996; Boonjubun, 2017). This 
research particularly focuses on Thai cities, where urban 
livelihoods relate to Sino-Thai culture, especially in 
terms of socioeconomic living and spiritual beliefs. The 
sociocultural rhythms of the locals still take place within 
everyday urban spaces such as streets, footpaths and 
vacant spaces located between buildings. These everyday 
urban spaces are the locations of the residual rhythms 
from the past, coexisting with the fast pace of modern 
life. Such rhythms might represent the sociocultural 
continuities of urban pasts, revealing what is fundamental 

to a sense of place in the perceptions and memories of 
local people over time.

Therefore, this research will demonstrate the importance 
of traditional rhythms in maintaining the identity, 
authenticity and sense of place, by arguing that the 
historical identity that creates sense of urban place is not 
static, not only attached to physical entities. Rather, it is 
temporal and performative, containing its continuations 
(see Jive’n & Larkham, 2003; Tuan, 1980). This study 
will contribute to the knowledge of urban design and 
conservation by considering the sociocultural time-
spaces of a locality in preserving the identity and sense of 
place. Those rhythms might reveal identity, continuity and 
sense of place that relate to perceptions and memories 
of people over time.
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4. Economic Urban Regeneration and 
Sustainable Office Market: A Case Study of 
Manchester, UK

Chien-Ling Lo
Chien-Ling is a chartered surveyor in commercial property management and valuation. Her PhD interest 
focuses on regeneration policy impact on investment property market behaviour in the context of economic 
sustainability under the supervision of Professor Claudio de Magalhaes and Professor Mike Raco.
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The 2008 financial crisis and previous cyclical 
economic downturns have prompted feverish 
discussions on the sustainability of economic 

growth (Jones & Evans, 2013) based on the neoliberal 
urban growth model that many British cities have 
pursued through urban regeneration initiatives since 
the late 1970s (Gonzalez & Oosterlynck, 2014). Urban 
regeneration is a sound approach to promoting land 
values and improving environmental quality (Adams & 
Hastings, 2001; Zheng et al., 2014), since it can help to 
create jobs as commercial corporations move in, and land 
values then rise when the area has revived (Turok, 1992). 
Malpezzi and Wachter (2005) found that collapses in 
property prices caused significant harm to economies, 
which are prone to business cycles, subsequently 
weakening banking systems before triggering a full-range 
financial crisis, economic downturn and, in some cases, 
recession. Their findings suggested that property markets 
have causal relationships with local business cycles, and 
that volatility of prices due to property speculation can 
contribute to boom and bust cycles in property markets 
since the impact of speculation is dominated by the effect 
of price elasticity of supply. Regeneration policies often 
act as economic interventions emphasizing supply-side 
regeneration, either providing direct supply products or 
indirectly influencing the behaviour of market actors by 
using regulations and planning control.

Thus, the effect of economic agglomeration through 
urban regeneration in the property market could have 
a significant impact on the local economy and then the 
national economy. This study addresses several aspects of 
this situation. Firstly, while the market impact of planning 
policy has become the focus of the debate on state-market 
relations (Heurkens et al., 2015), this study expands this 
debate by employing a conceptual framework of market 
sustainability to ask whether regeneration policies 
have assisted Manchester’s office market in evolving 
sustainably in the notion of market maturity, investment 
competitiveness and economic resilience. Property-
led regeneration has been one of prevailing planning 
instruments for economic growth through property 
development, but it has received substantial criticism 
due to its lack of social focus. The author contends that 
the main purpose of property-led regeneration is to foster 
economic development of cities; however, little attention 
has gone to evaluate the policy outcomes in the context 

of economic sustainability. Therefore, the second goal of 
this research is to fill the gap in discussions on the role 
of municipal leadership in moulding the property market 
through regeneration policy. Last, this study highlights 
the role of municipal governance in urban regeneration 
that shapes and stimulates the sustainable development 
of the office market in Manchester through regeneration 
strategies since the 1960s. It focuses on the government 
leadership of key council political and executive leaders in 
decision-making processes that have become the centre 
of the debate in local planning authorities as market 
actors (Adams, 2010; Heurkens et al., 2015).

The investigation of the historical evolution of policy 
impact on the property market explains the long-term 
effect of economic sustainability reflecting the extent of 
market maturity, competitiveness and resilience, since 
the behaviour of the property market is highly sensitive to 
cyclical movements in the economy, indicating the various 
concerns over investment risk. The hypothesis is that the 
entrepreneurial regeneration strategies of the city council 
could inadvertently contribute to the increase of systemic 
risk through the financialization of property markets. 
The hybrid methodology of this study encompasses 
firstly, critically assessing the secondary documents 
such as government planning reports, then constructing 
the regeneration office index, as well as conducting 
semi-structured interviews with key stakeholders. The 
regeneration office database was useful to cross-
examine the market impact of regeneration policies on its 
performance over time. The office market in Manchester 
is an interesting case, since it has expanded substantially 
since the 1980s, and it was arguably the second largest 
market outside London by the late 1990s as a popular 
property investment hub for institutional investors. The 
research suggests that this market transformation is 
likely due to the city’s regeneration strategies, which 
have intentionally enlarged the scale of office market, 
particularly since the 1980s.
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5. The Morphology of Urban Voids: A Metabolic 
Approach to Cohesion. The Case of Eleonas in 
Athens.

Dimitrios Panayotopoulos-Tsiros
Dimitris is a PhD student supervised by Dr. Susan Moore and Dr. Camillo Boano, investigating notions of void 
and emptiness in the urban setting. Trained in architecture, he finished his MA in Architecture in 2015 at the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles, where he later worked in research for a year before starting his PhD in October 
2016. At UCL, he is currently involved as a postgraduate teaching assistant and a research assistant on various 
modules and projects. He has previously worked in an array of architecture offices in Brussels, Tokyo and 
Sendai.
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The urban form, guided among other factors by 
political decisions, historical events and financial 
interests, often follows very specific land-use 

considerations exclusively. Eventually this type of 
urbanisation spurs deep disparities between the built 
and vacant zones, divides the population based on 
socioeconomic and infrastructural assets (Oswalt, 
Baccini, & Michaeli, 2003) and very often generates 
inhuman, redundant and marginal spaces that are urban 
void (Komninos, 2013).

The ‘urban void’ is the central theme of this research. 
On one hand, it is a conceptual construct conveying 
a notion of emptiness, and on the other it is a physical 
entity revealing the absence of specific urban elements. 
Using the abstract notion of the ‘void’ to characterise 
urban situations permits the inclusion of a wider range 
of ‘lacking spaces’ in a singular analytical framework. 
This research looks at the phenomena of ‘emptiness’ 
and exclusion from an ontological, epistemological and 
phenomenological standpoint to debate the meaning 
of the term in the context of urban territories, and to 
investigate the relationship of the ‘void’ with the city and 
its citizens.

Discontinuities and voids within the spatial and social 
spheres are at the heart of the post-industrial city, 
where, to a large extent, inhuman and ephemeral non-
places replace the significance of the historical urban 
space (Augé, 1992; de Certeau, 1990; Foucault, 1984; 
Pope, 1996). In the new connected city driven by the 
optimisation of flows and commodities, a new territorial 
unevenness emerges between the connected valuable 
spaces and the less favoured switched-off territories of 
today’s highly fragmented urbanisation (Castells, 1996; 
Graham & McFarlane, 2014; Secchi & Vigano, 2011). 
Beyond the premium spaces, disfigured ones tend to 
become invisible, eventually becoming spatial gaps 
(Boyer, 1992, 1995) that deepen social and economic 
marginalisation (Doron, 2000; Law & Wolch, 1993; 
Massey, 1996; Mingione, 1995). In line with several 
authors, this researcher argues that urban voids are part 
of as well as the result of the broader spatial, physical, 
political and social systems (Doron, 2000; Foo et al., 
2014; Graham & Martin, 2001; Talocci, 2011; Yiftachel, 
2009).

But what is the role of urban voids in processes of urban 
transformation of the contemporary post-industrial city? 
Is the urban void an appropriate characterisation for the 
phenomena it describes? How does it manifest in the 
urban context? Do specific events cause urban voids? 
To what extent do perceptions of urban voids differ? 
And finally, is it possible to harness the complexity of 
urban voids to promote generative processes taking into 
account the urban form, the underlying urban flows and 
social configurations? By focusing on a single case study 
– the industrial urban void Eleonas in Athens, Greece – 
this research traces the transformation of the area in time 
and space, and it tracks the evolution of the notion of the 
void at the large, intermediate and local scales. Through a 
multidisciplinary, mixed-methods approach, the research 
integrates methods from urban morphology, urban 
metabolism and urban political ecology to reach a deeper 
level of understanding, and it combines qualitative and 
quantitative data to approach the abstract notion of the 
void empirically.

Starting from an ontological reflection on the meaning 
of the void in cities, this study leads into an empirical 
observation of Eleonas in Athens, and it ends on 
normative conclusions for the future of such spaces. 
So far, researchers have found that tensions regarding 
whether areas are empty/filled, abandoned/in use, 
useful/worthless etc., are inherent to the notion of the 
urban void, and they change depending on the scale of 
investigation. As these dichotomies appear regardless of 
the configurations of power or planning externalities, this 
research suggests that they are subjective perceptions 
that can become tools of transformative change 
skewing decision-making towards specific actions and 
developments. This thesis sheds light on the delicate and 
hidden aspects of urban voids and the conflicts between 
local reality and regional planning, and it is critical of 
the dismissal of urban voids as backyards for unwanted 
processes. This three-pronged, multi-disciplinary 
framework might be of interest to a broader audience 
in both academia and practice, and it might open 
avenues for new research and innovative combinations 
of disciplines. On the other hand, extracting knowledge 
from Eleonas in Athens will allow actors to tailor broader 
guidelines and recommendations for more contextual 
and trans-scalar approaches to urban voids, and it will 
provide them with the tools to reconsider voids as active 
and vital entities of the cities to which they belong.
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6. Mobilising the Concept of Sustainability 
through Urban Regeneration Projects: The 
Assembling of Planning Models in Busan, South 
Korea

Dongho Han
Dongho is a PhD candidate at the Bartlett School of Planning under the supervision of Professor Yvonne 
Rydin and Dr. Susan More. He has a BArch at Pusan National University, Busan, South Korea and an MSc in 
Urban Regeneration at the Bartlett School of Planning, UCL. He worked for the Research Institute of Industrial 
Technology and for an instructor of BIM software, ArchiCAD and Revit, at Pusan National University. His research 
focuses on sustainable urban regeneration, particularly concerning policy mobility and sustainability fixes. 
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The aim of my research is to explain how the Centum 
City project, the first large-scale strategic urban 
regeneration project in Busan, South Korea, was 

modified in its implementation due to contextual changes 
and how the application of sustainability within the project 
was influenced by contextual circumstances as well. 
This will explore the economic and political background 
of Busan and the project implementation hinged upon 
such contextual circumstances. Three characteristics of 
the Centum City project will be explored: development 
of strategic planning to contextually modified planning; 
emphasis of economic sustainability over environmental 
and social sustainability; and the Centum City project 
becoming a legacy of policy mobility process for following 
sustainable urban regeneration projects.

In the 1990s, Busan, the 2nd largest city in South Korea, 
suffered a severe economic recession, particularly 
because of industrial restructuring. Accounting for 
approximately 50% of South Korean trade volume in the 
1970s, Busan Metropolitan city was famous for the port, 
logistics, textile, and shoe industry. However, in the 1990s, 
due to the development of the urban area in Busan, such 
low value-added and labour-intensive industries were 
moved out to suburban areas near Busan in order to 
reduce the cost of property and labour. The weakness 
of the competitiveness of the conventional local industry 
contributed to the decline in the employment rate for 
youth people particularly. This resulted in a decrease in 
the population of Busan, and simultaneously the increase 
of urban derelict area.

Regarding political context, South Korea was ruled by a 
military dictatorship from 1961 to 1987 by the former 
presidents Chung-hee Park (the 3rd president of South 
Korea) and Doo-hwan Chun (the 5th president of South 
Korea). At the end of 1980s, after a long-lasting military 
dictatorship, citizens were keen to democratise their 
society. This democratic movement in South Korea 
facilitated local autonomy. Under the process of local 
autonomy, South Korean government promoted to build 
a strategy for local development economically and 
industrially. Hinged upon such support, city governments 
made an effort by themselves to revitalize local economy 
through holding arts, cultural, tourism, and sport events. 
Since the city mayor of Busan was an authorised decision-
maker concerning urban planning issues under the local 

autonomy, the local government played a critical role in 
conducting urban regeneration.

Since the 1980s, flagship development, particularly 
focusing on property-led regeneration, became the 
dominant local strategy which led the local government 
to transform zones of dereliction both physically and 
economically (Healey, 1995(Healey, 1995)). Following 
the internationally circulated idea at that time, Busan 
city government adopted the flagship urban regeneration 
project to solve its problems. Busan Metropolitan city, 
as well as the South Korean government, attempted to 
develop an empty urban centre, previously used for a 
military airport and container yard, into the Information 
and Technology Complex. The local government sought 
to follow a flagship development process, following 
the case study of New York in the United States and 
Moscow in Russia (Teleport city), and of Yokohama, 
Japan (Minato Mirai 21; flagship development). Teleport 
city, unfortunately, could not be applied because the 
concept of Teleport became unnecessary due to the 
rapid development of telecommunication technology. As 
the concept of teleport was canceled, the city government 
of Busan concentrated on flagship development, usually 
based on property-led regeneration.

Through the exploration of the Centum City project, this 
chapter enables to conclude into three main agendas. 
Foremost, the initial strategic planning was changed into 
the series of contextually modified planning. Secondly, 
the idea of economic sustainability was emphasized in 
the Centum City project due to contextual circumstances. 
To overcome currency crisis in South Korea, Busan 
Metropolitan city had to focus on securing enough funds 
by itself for the development project. These attempts 
encouraged the city government to have the capacity for 
maintaining economic sustainability. Lastly, the Centum 
City project has become a legacy as a Korean-style 
contextual dependent case study. As the Centum City 
project was implemented in its unique way through the 
limited policy mobility process, it has become a legacy of 
sustainable urban regeneration which has been exported 
in the policy mobility process.
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7. Transit-Oriented Development Policies for 
Public Transport Funding

Gualtiero Bonvino
Gualtiero is a qualified architect and town planner, with 17 years’ experience in the private sector in Italy in 
planning and property development-related matters. In 2009, he moved to London to start a PhD, recently 
successfully defended, at the Bartlett School of Planning under the supervision of Professor Peter Hall and 
Professor Stephen Marshal, and since 2014 under the supervision of Professor Yvonne Rydin, while working as 
freelance consultant, teaching assistant at BSP and lecturer at the London South Bank University. His research 
interests revolve around land use and transport integration, transport, property development, land policy and 
urban design.
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The purpose of the research was to investigate new 
approaches to fund public transport infrastructures 
using value capture mechanisms. Particularly, it 

explored development-based value capture approaches 
in joint infrastructure and (transit-oriented) property 
development projects. Hence, the idea of transit-oriented 
development (TOD) and land policy were central to the 
research.

The TOD concept entails a tight integration of land use 
and public transport (Bernick & Cervero, 1997; Calthorpe, 
1993; ITDP, 2017), and many consider it a powerful 
policy to produce a more sustainable urban form. Its 
general definition is “a compact, mixed-use community, 
centred around a transit station that, by design, invites 
residents, workers, and shoppers to drive their cars less 
and ride mass transit more” (Bernick & Cervero, 1997, p. 
5). However, the funding of the basic component of this 
policy, usually a rail-based public transport infrastructure, 
is often out of reach because of shrinking public finances. 
This is in contrast with the value created, in terms of 
land value, by the process of property development 
intensification around stations that this policy involves. 
Different families of “macro, direct and indirect” land 
policy mechanisms recapture this value (Alterman 
2012, p. 762), and they seem promising in TOD areas 
for the process of land capitalisation of accessibility 
benefits (Suzuki et al., 2015). However, they present 
important governance capability challenges (Mathur, 
2016), and they usually can cover only a small portion 
of the infrastructure cost. An exception is when extensive 
public land ownership is involved, which would qualify 
as a macro value capture approach. Nevertheless, this 
is a rare circumstance, since land banking is no longer 
in fashion in most Western countries. In the case of 
private land ownership, direct value capture tools, which 
involve different forms of taxations, are available in many 
countries. These tools are often useful for leveraging on 
the compelling rationale of taxing the betterment created 
by the increased accessibility attributable to the new 
transport infrastructure (Medda, 2012).

By contrast, development-based approaches, which 
involve land readjustment (van der Krabben & Needham, 
2008) or indirect value capture tools, where the local 
authority could negotiate density bonuses in exchange 
for extraordinary planning contributions, receive neither 

much use nor much study. One of the reasons is that, 
even in the case of public land ownership, infill urban 
densification is in general problematic, due to opposition 
from local communities fearing the congestion additional 
development may cause. Here is where the rationale of 
TOD makes a positive contribution. Indeed, a key feature 
of TOD is that, thanks to public transport accessibility and 
capacity, it breaks the otherwise negative relation between 
density and congestion. Hence, a significantly higher 
density becomes sustainable, unlocking the potential to 
create more development rights through revised land use 
terms, on both public and private land. If governments can 
elucidate this link between additional development rights 
and benefits from a new public transport infrastructure, 
they will have a stronger justification to capture the value 
yield from the new developments for the funding of the 
public transport infrastructure that makes them possible.

In this context, using an integrated theoretical framework, 
the research explored the difficult cases of Rome and 
Turin, where the scarcity of financial resources at both 
national and local levels forced local authorities to 
experiment with innovative development-based value 
capture approaches in the attempt partially to fund a 
new metro line through a mix of macro and indirect value 
capture mechanisms. At present, both experiments can 
seem failures. Nevertheless, there is a long enough joint 
planning and infrastructure development process to justify 
investigation and from which to learn. Using qualitative and 
quantitative analytical tools, the researcher examined, in 
the context of the Italian (prescriptive) planning system 
and legal framework, how governments have mobilised 
planning decisions and land policies in TOD areas to fund 
public transport infrastructure, whether such attempts 
were effective, and to explore how they can improve this 
development-based funding process.

The research results highlighted the extreme complexity 
of these integrated policies, which require exceptional 
governance capability for long periods, during which 
the projects encounter market fluctuations and political 
instability, and that the Italian land policy framework is 
still not supportive enough for these strategies.
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This thesis examines the construction of local 
communities in the Korean planning system and 
the resulting marginalisation of immigrant groups. 

This study has a particular focus on mechanisms that 
involve communities in planning to investigate how they 
include or exclude local social groups. The case study 
explores a neighbourhood that has a significant Korean 
Chinese population who share ethnicity with the Korean 
community, but who live in disadvantaged positions as 
low-income immigrant groups. It investigates the complex 
dimensions of the unequal social status of the groups 
and their influence on their participation.

Numerous planning scholars continue to criticise current 
participatory planning that fails to engage the local 
community, especially regarding so-called hard-to-reach 
groups such as ethnic minorities (Beebeejaun, 2006, 
2012; Brownill & Carpenter, 2007). However, there are 
limited studies on how and why marginalisation occurred. 
The case study in the neighbourhood under study will 
help us to understand the complex dimensions of the 
unequal social status of the groups and its influence on 
the unequal participation. This paper describes mixed-
methods research, including document analysis, social 
network analysis, nonparticipant observation and in-
depth interviews, in the Garibong-Dong community-led 
regeneration project in Seoul, South Korea from 2015-
2017.

The exploration of the processes of participation 
began with an investigation of the formation of social 
capital in the neighbourhood and the way it operated in 
participatory planning. The findings show that the social 
positions of participants highly influence the formation 
of social capital in participatory planning. When it comes 
to why and how these social divisions are visible in the 
formation of social capital, the data illustrated that the 
social structure of participants influenced the building of 
social capital. Particularly, the institutional setting such as 
the recognition of communities in planning policies was 
important to understand the formation of social capital 
in participatory planning. The voices of minority social 
participants in participatory planning sometimes got 
lost. This division between Koreans and Korean Chinese 
overlapped, but is not entirely reducible to the division 
of their economic status. Although some Korean Chinese 
members owned the properties in the area, they could not 

participate in the decision-making processes in projects. 
The Korean Chinese groups often had disadvantaged 
social positions compared to other long-established 
groups in the planning practices. Identifying the desirable 
participants in the urban regeneration project involved 
a cultural judgement about local members: whether 
they have the right as citizens to become beneficiaries 
of governmental supports and whether they have 
sufficient capacity as citizens showing autonomy. In this 
judgement, the immigrant groups were not important 
participants. For other participants, the Korean Chinese 
frequently lacked a sense of belonging, did not have the 
capacity to raise their own voices and did not have right 
to utilise governmental funding without citizenship. This 
understanding of communities in urban policies resulted 
in reducing the motivation and undermining the abilities 
of immigrant groups to participate in the collaboration. 
This did not mediate the limited social ties of Korean 
Chinese groups due to their marginalisation from previous 
local activities, but it rather shaped the composition of 
communities in the Korean planning system further.

The study highlights a critical area for the further 
attention of planning studies. The direct involvement of 
communities has been a means to provide legitimacy 
by securing democratic processes; however, this study 
showed that the planning mechanism sometimes did 
not challenge deeply embedded inequality, but rather it 
reflected it. Emphasising the involvement of communities 
is a starting point, but planning managers still need to 
reconsider how to provide opportunities to challenge 
deeper inequalities and how to reach participants who 
remain marginalised within wider society.
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This research explores the characteristics of market-
mediated technology transfer across regions, the role 
of a few anchor regions in the technology diffusion 

process and their contributions as the dynamics in the 
evolution of a regional network. While extant empirical 
studies addressed the mechanism of the knowledge spill-
over, neither the literature on innovation study nor that 
on regional approach has clearly discerned the market-
mediated technology transfer from pure knowledge spill-
over. The market-mediated technology that stakeholders 
acquired with the intention of leveraging the economic 
outcomes is likely to underpin the innovative capacity 
and to lead the economic growth of the region. Thus, 
this empirical research contributes to the understanding 
of the pathway between the knowledge spill-over and 
regional economic growth. Moreover, the current study 
reinterprets the role of a focal node from the perspective 
of the anchor region in the regional innovation network, 
focusing on the brokerage role in the local assimilation 
of exogenous technology. To capture the characteristics 
of the market-mediated technology, this research utilises 
the Chinese patent licensing dataset from 1998 to 2013, 
an appealing measure of representing technology flow 
between the licensor (provider) and licensee (purchaser).

The estimated result of the geographical incidence, 
calculated by a gravity-like model, supports the mutual 
market uncertainties. It corroborates that the preference 
for proximate partners is not identical for the licensor 
and licensee, mainly due to the dissipation effect in 
the prefecture area being empirically demonstrated 
by calculating the odds ratio of being the private firm 
against the public institutions depending on the intensity 
level of competition, implying that licensors utilise the 
spatial distance as a strategic tool for risk aversion. This 
empirical result provides a significant insight into the 
link between the innovation system and geographical 
agglomeration economies, in that the location of firms 
within a proximate neighbourhood might hamper the 
diffusion of technology, which is necessary for promoting 
innovation systems.

The path-dependency effect also works as the dynamics 
of the regional technology transfer network. The previous 
experiences of technology providers and accumulated 
partnerships matter for a licensee’s decision, which 
might cause the experienced get more experience, and 

thus a regional disparity of technology capacity. Further 
to the brokerage roles of the anchor regions, Beijing and 
Shenzhen serve as national anchors, transmitting the 
technology from their megalopolises across the outer 
regions. By contrast, Shanghai sits in a more balanced 
brokerage position as a regional anchor that connects the 
outside and inside of its megalopolis. A simulation-based 
analysis suggests that anchor regions serve as conduits 
for whole regions rather than being local region anchors to 
contribute to the growth of a national innovation system.
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Many factors come into play in the choice of 
location for a multinational enterprise (MNE), 
from its proximity to local markets and available 

workforce to the quality of its infrastructure, amenities 
and public services. As companies develop internationally, 
their demands for ideal work environments grow, creating 
greater competition among countries attempting to attract 
them. Annual reports of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development showing increasing diversity of 
destination countries confirm trends observed at national 
and regional levels. Whereas only a handful of western 
countries witnessed MNE investments in the 1980s and 
1990s, this number has greatly increased, and with it the 
criteria for consideration. 

Public policies in favour of new sources of income 
and employment have been facilitating Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) for some time, without scrutiny of the 
built environment as an input or an output of location 
decisions. In an era of rising uncertainty over the benefits 
of globalisation and neoliberalism, there is need for 
greater understanding of the relationship between FDI 
and the physical quality of urban spaces. Academic 
economic geography and international business and 
practice and policy-facing literature on investment 
promotion and site selection have long investigated the 
role of location in the attraction and development of 
FDI, but have typically focused on the ‘tangible’ factors 
that determine location. The theory of agglomeration, 
which scholars have increasingly applied to international 
business specifically, places greater emphasis on the 
‘intangibles’ that may drive location. However, this 
literature has typically focused on knowledge and labour 
market externalities to the exclusion of considerations of 
qualities of the built environment. 

This research aims to evaluate the extent to which the 
quality of the built environment is important to FDI. In 
the absence of extant theory and hypotheses on how the 
specific attributes of spaces attract MNEs to new business 
locations, empirical research is necessary. With data on 
inward investment to the Paris region readily available, 
exploratory data analysis techniques will be used to 
relate the built environment characteristics of new MNE 
locations to their economic sectors, nationalities and 
facility types. Interviews with property professionals and 
MNE decision-makers will seek greater understanding 

of the role that various qualities of built form play in the 
site selection process. The results could lead to policy 
recommendations about how certain characteristics of 
the built environment could be better mobilised in FDI 
promotion.
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This research focuses on the mechanism of the 
production and construction of public space in 
contemporary Shanghai. Relevant studies in the 

Chinese context primarily focus on land use rules, material 
practices and normative prescriptions, as a result of 
which many often see public space as statically built on 
pre-established norms and values, and therefore it does 
not reflect the new types of public spaces emerging with 
the evolving socioeconomic and cultural system and the 
new forms of public life that follow.

In addition to the proposition that study of public space 
should move beyond normative prescriptions and static 
technical considerations to understand public space as 
the shifting consequence of complex material and social 
practices resulting from socioeconomic and cultural 
transformations, there are two points of departure for 
this research. The first is planning practices and urban 
visioning. For Shanghai, development visions have always 
been a defining character of the city. The city is starting 
to formulate its development visions not only in terms of 
economic achievement, but also in terms of social and 
cultural development, and the city is using public space 
on various levels to illustrate how it can and will achieve 
these visions. Therefore, it is essential to understand 
emerging public spaces and practices in relation to the 
grand urban visions and strategies that produce them. 
The second is urban narratives and discourses. The 
conceptions of key urban projects in a metropolis such 
as Shanghai often go together with stories and narratives 
that justify their existence. With the growing popularity 
of various social media platforms, the city represents, 
disseminates and receives emerging public space 
projects in vivid textual and graphic forms, the storytelling 
of which it uses to communicate and justify its strategic 
visions.

Building on these premises, the main question this 
research discusses is how to understand public space 
in contemporary Shanghai as the interplay between 
its integration into the city’s strategic visioning and its 
everyday uses by citizens, which de Certeau (1986) 
essentially termed as map and story. It adopts a 
typological approach not only to engage critically with 
existing academic debates about public space, but also to 
locate public space in the specific historical context and 
understand of the socioeconomic forces that underpin 
public spaces in Shanghai to this day. Elaborating on 

the typology of public space in Shanghai comprising of 
symbolic public space, entrepreneurial public space, 
community public space and marginal public space is 
not an end in itself; it is also useful to frame the critical 
reading of the case studies, as well as their contexts.

The overarching theoretical framework to understand 
the two empirical cases, the 45 km Shanghai Huangpu 
Riverfront Project and the Space Micro-Regeneration 
Project, is the social production and construction of space 
(Low, 2003). On the one hand, the social production of 
space concerns how the material settings of public spaces 
come into being through a series of socioeconomic, 
cultural and political processes. It also deals with the 
impact of socially produced space on social action and 
everyday uses (Low, 2017). It involves four interconnected 
processes within the place-shaping continuum (Carmona, 
2014): design, development, management and use. On 
the other hand, social construction of spaces occurs 
when different groups give them different purposes for 
different purposes (Knox & Pinch, 2006). The theoretical 
framework focuses on the processes that contribute to 
symbolic meanings, perceptions and experiences. The 
discussion of the social construction of public space 
has two aspects: territoriality (to what extent people feel 
inside the place) and perception (how people define 
themselves in relation to the material world) (Knox & 
Pinch, 2006). The main research methods are archival 
and documentary study, onsite research that emphasises 
being in the actual physical setting of the case studies in 
question, and semi-structured interviews.
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Contemporary cities face significant challenges, 
and cities with constantly dwindling populations 
are good examples. Although early discourses on 

shrinking cities in urban and regional studies focused 
on urban shrinkage as a predominantly North American 
and European phenomenon, recent research has 
demonstrated that it is fast becoming a global issue, 
including East Asian countries such as Japan, South Korea 
and China. Rooted in uneven geographical development 
– leading to excessive population concentration into the 
capital region whilst intensifying structural vulnerability in 
smaller cities – recently observed dramatic demographic 
trends, including low fertility and a rapidly aging 
population, underscore the fact that a growing number of 
cities in South Korea are in need of planning for a future 
with far fewer inhabitants.

In the face of Korea’s total population decline (estimated 
from 2029), slow economic growth and deepening 
spatial disparity have progressively led Korea’s cities 
into urban shrinkage. The latest studies insist that many 
municipalities – particularly those outside the Seoul 
Metropolitan area (the area combining the Seoul Special 
City and its neighbouring Gyeonggi Province and Incheon 
Metropolitan City) – are at high risk for administrative 
breakdown and managerial disorganization due to a 
substantial loss of population. Here, as a policy response, 
urban regeneration programmes have received particular 
attention. Therefore, this research critically examines 
urban shrinkage, urban regeneration programmes and 
smart shrinkage as profound changes and challenges 
that cities face; existing planning and policy tools; and 
the need for an alternative planning approach. Through a 
case study of the neighbourhood regeneration project in 
Yeongju, the research explores the intersection between 
a small-sized shrinking city, a governmental regeneration 
programme and a smart shrinkage approach for urban 
transition. Although Yeongju has been depopulating 
steadily due to a combination of out-migration, low 
fertility and an aging population, governments promote its 
current regeneration project as a best practice exemplar.

I attempt to disentangle four main issues; firstly, to 
identify the main drivers of urban shrinkage in Korea and 
Yeongju; secondly, to decode how Korea has articulated 
discourses of smart shrinkage; thirdly, to examine to what 
extent smart shrinkage can progress alongside existing 

regeneration policies; and finally, to unwrap the changes 
necessary for the transition towards smart shrinkage. 
My research methodology is based on a single case 
study with a mixture of qualitative methods – including 
nonparticipant observation, semi-structured interviews, 
and thematic analysis. For data collection, I conducted 
two months of nonparticipant observation in the case 
study areas as well as 52 semi-structured interviews with 
experts on a national scale and communities on a local 
scale.

Building on nonparticipant observation and interviews 
at national and local levels, the research will identify 
the unique features of Korea’s shrinkage phenomenon 
– e.g., its connection with the geographical polarization 
and a decline in the primary sector rather than 
deindustrialisation. Furthermore, it will critically unpack 
the key strategies of a smart shrinkage approach for 
improving the city’s managerial efficiency and the quality 
of life of existing citizens in the context of shrinking cities 
– e.g., from restructuring of the existing urban fabric to 
cultural, economic and institutional restructuring. It will 
unfold the (possible) contributions of the governmental 
regeneration planning approach to the transition 
of shrinking cities, along with its limitations and 
contradictions – e.g., the aspects of social experience 
and spatial concentration. Specifically, it will address 
the gap between what the governmental projects were 
supposed to achieve and what citizens felt they needed 
and actually wanted to do. The thesis may also present 
reflections on how to adapt urban regeneration better in 
pursuit of smart shrinkage futures.
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Fear of crime seems to be present in most of Latin 
America (Corporacion Latinobarometro, 2016). 
Costa Rica is not an exception; as a result, its 

urbanisation patterns have been changing, giving way 
to gated communities (Huhn, 2012; PNUD, 2005). 
Although some people consider those places a sort of 
shelter against violence, paradoxically, they could also 
be a source of anxiety to those on their peripheries. This 
research explores the effects of gated communities on 
the distribution of fear along their peripheries. It also 
examines the elements of the built environment and 
social interactions that have associations with anxiety, 
as well as their variations according to the level of social 
inequality.

The concern about becoming a victim of a crime is a 
feeling with a profound influence on the quality of life. It 
can affect trust in others, the way that people use the city, 
behaviours in public spaces and community relations. 
However, evidence suggests that frequently fear of crime 
is higher than the empirical possibility of victimisation 
(Burgess, 1994; Hassinger, 1985; PNUD, 2005). As fear 
of crime might seem a multidimensional phenomenon, 
researchers have identified several factors as common 
predictors, such as gender, age and income inequalities 
(Gray, Jackson, & Farrall, 2011; Hale, 1996). Moreover, 
some authors have analysed the connection between 
the built environment and this feeling (Brunton-Smith 
& Sturgis, 2011; Ferraro & LaGrange, 1987; Loukaitou-
Sideris, 2012). In this regard, this work focuses on the 
built environment without omitting its link with the other 
aspects of fear of crime.

The study took place within the Greater Metropolitan 
Area of Costa Rica. The methodology is to use eight study 
cases, which are neighbourhoods with diverse types of 
social inequality. Those inequalities concern four basic 
unfulfilled needs: housing, educational level, health and 
access to goods and services. The case selection involved 
using geographic information systems and census 
data; the cases are next to gated communities. The 
method had a participatory approach; therefore, in each 
neighbourhood a walking interview took place (Evans & 
Jones, 2011) with some members of the community; a 
GPS tracked the walks and synchronised them with the 
recorded audio. Additionally, there were focus groups with 

adults and teenagers, observations and interviews. The 
data processing used thematic analysis.

The motivation for this project is to contribute to the 
discussion about how fear affects the urban form, and 
consequently, how these urban patterns influence feelings 
of safety in turn, with the views of people from different 
socioeconomic groups. This research may help to fill some 
gaps in studies that systematise the fear of crime and 
this association with the urbanisation process, within the 
Latin American context. The fragmentation of space by 
walls could represent more than physical barriers; it might 
involve increasing residential segregation and feelings of 
exclusion and distrust. Sennett (2018) mentioned that 
these closed boundaries dominate the modern city, and 
they have created isolation and a lack of interchange 
between the inside and the outside. In this regard, this 
work supports the debate about the measures that Latin 
America cities are endorsing to face the fear of crime and 
its possible externalities in the built environment.
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This work provides insights into the origins and 
evolution of city planning during the early decades 
of the 20th century. While this inquiry primarily 

underscores the search for legitimacy of the field in 
America, it also offers insights from a transnational 
perspective into the growth of the field in France. The 
narrative uses the career and pioneering work of American 
practitioner George B. Ford as a lens by which to explore 
the development and professionalization of city planning 
from 1909 to 1930, and to assess the role of the Great 
War in the field’s development across two continents.

The Great War’s global scale and ravages framed the 
20th century in many remarkable and unassailable 
ways, and both differentially facilitated and delayed 
the field’s evolution. While the war was longer and had 
more devastating consequence in Europe, it ubiquitously 
shifted and facilitated imperatives of planning. While it 
provided prospects for the profession both in France and 
in America, the necessities of war-related service also 
showed the weaknesses and challenges with which the 
nascent field was grappling.

Ford provides insights into the evolution and maturation 
of the field’s professionalization, and he was a dedicated 
force in its fruition, espousing many relevant and 
important philosophies and insights across his career. In 
addition, Ford was distinctive for his participation in some 
of the field’s most relevant early milestones, including his 
transnational engagement in France, and his work on the 
plan—the first such plan approved under French law—for 
the reconstruction of Reims, which was one of the largest 
and most historic French cities devastated in the Great 
War. In addition, he was involved in the pre-war era of plan 
design in America, New York’s 1916 Zoning Resolution, 
the pioneering official adoption of a comprehensive city 
plan in Cincinnati (1925) and the evolution of regionalism 
as a means to reconsider the city.

Some see the condition of the city at the turn of the 20th 
century as the result of unregulated and uncontrolled 
growth. Planning within the context of chaotic urban 
change, including the destruction from war, is evident, 
and efforts to remediate those effects and to manage 
the city’s future development better were largely a 
response. As the nascent field was galvanised to action 
and differential opportunity and challenges unfolded as a 

result, the narrative seeks to place the early development 
of the field in its rightful context. It provides insights that 
help to gauge planning’s progression and advancement, 
including an evolution from reactive action to the proactive 
management of the growth and development of cities and 
their broader regions.

The transitions were not linear, and an iterative evolution 
of the field is visible across the storyline. Within 
such development, the importance of shifts between 
private interests and the public domain surfaces. The 
commitment and service of early practitioners as well as 
civic leaders played a critical role in the actualization of 
the field. Notable individuals, in both America and France, 
were dedicated to serve the broader public interest and, 
across the breadth of its influencers and actors, they 
sought to ensure that the field commanded the requisite 
authority and resources to act.

The research broadens the applicable relevance of the 
field’s history and origins. The analysis provides insights 
into the professionalization of the field, and it helps 
to clarify the independent qualities, competencies, 
knowledge and dispositions of the planner in an 
evolutionary context. In addition, the narrative shows 
the relationship of the field to war and disaster studies, 
particularly adding to the literature on the Great War, and 
its applicability to recovery from humanmade as well as 
natural disasters.

As Ford was a translational and catalytic figure, this 
inquiry based on his work advances knowledge regarding 
the early 20th century evolution of the field, as well as 
providing insights into 21st century imperatives and 
opportunities for the field rooted in the legacy of civic 
service that helped to bring it forward. Though this is an 
historical inquiry, the generative circumstances, ideas 
and implications of the field at its 20th century origins 
can help to empower and inform its ongoing 21st century 
significance, as well as expanding an understanding of 
the critical role of planning professionals.
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A vast body of literature has greatly contributed 
to identifying the forms and processes of urban 
redevelopment. Urban redevelopment is becoming 

a global process, and the notion of urban redevelopment 
evolves over time and varies in different national 
contexts. This process urges a rethink of current urban 
redevelopment theories that derive mainly from Western 
experiences. With its rapid transformation and peculiar 
patterns, urban redevelopment in China provides an 
essential case for approaching global models of urban 
redevelopment. Central to the investigation is the 
clarification of any universal or specific forces driving 
urban redevelopment in China.

Since 2009, a new round of urban redevelopment 
characterised by three olds policies (dilapidated old towns, 
old factories and old villages) began to unfold in Guangdong 
Province, China. This research explores the dynamics 
of recent urban redevelopment in China, providing an 
empirical case for enriching urban redevelopment theory. 
Some hold that urban redevelopment in China in its 
current form is by no means a spontaneous process, but 
a result of capitalism’s creation of a space with potential 
value to facilitate accumulation. Based on this view, the 
study examines the underlying forces of contemporary 
urban redevelopment with regard to three themes: What is 
the role of urban redevelopment in China’s contemporary 
capital accumulation regime? How do coalitions of the 
district government and property investors/developers 
develop urban redevelopment projects? How do demand-
side actors shape urban redevelopment? The foundation 
of the study is an intensive case study of Guangzhou, 
specifically one of its inner-city districts.

Similar forms and functions to those of urban 
redevelopment that emerged in the 1980s and 1990s in 
countries of the global North also occur in many Chinese 
cities. Urban (re)development through demolition and 
land-use transformation in China is a strategy of capital 
accumulation in response to a range of new conditions 
specifically fixed in China’s local context. Urban 
redevelopment deals with the resettlement of both fiscal 
and land development power on the one hand, and it 
accommodates the increasing housing demand of a 
diverse labour force on the other hand. Moreover, there 
is a peculiar land-centred accumulation regime in which 
property development and commercial development 
mutually reinforce each other. State-sanctioned 

entrepreneurial governance leads the development 
of these dilapidated nodes within city centres in which 
district governments lead coalitions, and various private 
sector organisations follow them.

This research will use qualitative methods, and it will use 
a case study approach because of the descriptive and 
explanatory purpose of this research (Yin, 2003). Primary 
data will come from semi-structured interviews with 
different actors, including government officers, planners, 
property developers, professionals, local residents etc. 
This study may identify whether the term gentrification 
applies in the context of inner-city areas of Guangzhou, 
China by taking a case study of one of Guangzhou’s inner-
city districts. Although this study will take place in a local 
context, its results may shed some light on the processes 
of urban redevelopment across China and other countries 
in the global South.
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Wealth is evidently not the good we are seeking; for it 
is merely useful and for the sake of something else. 
(Aristotle, 2015, p. 5)

If there is equality in distribution there will be no 
poverty; if there is harmony in society there will be no 
under-population, and if there is security, there will be 
subversion. (Confucius, 1990, p. 1)

In the transport context, most researchers have not 
previously treated social equity as a significant issue, 
partly because the relationship between transport and 

social equity has not been entirely clear. Social equity is a 
difficult term to define, and researchers know little about 
quantifying the contribution that transport investment 
might make to improving social equity.

From a starting point of interest in social equity issues 
relating to transport and mobility, most researchers 
have investigated the relationship between transport 
and social exclusion issues, focusing on aspects such as 
access to opportunities, income, reduced mobility, class, 
age, ethnicity, gender, social exclusion, travel poverty, 
and unequal accessibility. The wider social and economic 
effects of social exclusion in the transport context have 
primarily centred on addressing the imbalance in the 
distributional effects of transport accessibility. Issues 
relating specifically to social equity remain under-
researched, perhaps due to the difficulties involved in 
comprehensively comparing, measuring and quantifying 
these as socially just or unjust. Therefore, there is an 
urgent need for both theoretical and empirical research 
to explore social equity within the field of transport 
planning.

The aim of the research is to explore and analyse 
the relationship between transport and social equity, 
and its effects on neighbourhoods within the city. The 
outcome of this research could contribute to reducing 
social inequalities through investment in transport 
infrastructure, and it could improve transport policy 
or targeted governance, particularly in terms of social 
patterns, while creating a fairer society for members of 
the wide array of different social groups residing within a 
city. Accordingly, the following focused research objectives 
have guided the study:

 1) to investigate which parts of the city 
are more vulnerable to the combined problem of high car 
dependence and housing affordability (CDHA), and how 
the composite CDHA index relates to the conventional 
multiple deprivation indices (IMD) spatially;
 2) to explore the implications of 
transport-related equity for individuals, depending on their 
different demographics, socioeconomic characteristics, 
and geographical contexts;
 3) to examine the key determinants 
affecting individuals’ choices of transport mode for 
commuting in London and Beijing, from a social equity 
perspective;
 4) to investigate any policy instruments, 
methods of intervention, subsidies or other enhancement 
strategies/enabling mechanisms that may be available to 
address the issues of social inequality and inequity.

This research has shed new light on the interrelationships 
between transport and social equity, using both 
quantitative and qualitative methods. It has further 
contributed to the existing literature and methodology 
in four ways. Firstly, it provides a composite CDHA, using 
indices of oil vulnerability relating to car travel and 
housing affordability to measure high levels of composite 
car dependence and housing price vulnerability in 
different areas within a city at an aggregate level, adding 
to the previous areas of social deprivation-related studies 
(Cao & Hickman, 2018). Secondly, this research has not 
only focused on people’s everyday travel experiences 
(functioning in this case), but it has also taken into 
account their expected travel opportunities (capabilities 
in this context) (Cao & Hickman, 2019). Thirdly, issues 
specifically pertaining to transport-related social 
equity have undergone empirical measurement and 
quantification using different types of models in the 
case studies (Cuthill et al., 2019). Finally, the method 
has undergone influence from Sen’s (2009) capability 
approach and Nussbaum’s (2011) capabilities approach, 
as applied in the transport field. This method enables 
the quantification of subjectivities with associations 
with ambiguities in potential needs or expected travel 
opportunities (i.e., capabilities) to some extent, as well as 
allowing comparisons of the capabilities and functioning 
of different sociodemographic and sociospatial groupings 
(Hickman et al., 2017).
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In the management and conservation of cultural 
landscapes, participation and engagement of local 
communities has always been a fundamental part 

of the process (Selman, 2004; Swanwick, 2002). 
This is because local communities not only “forge 
and model landscapes historically,” but they are also 
crucial in the sustainability of the overall conservation 
goals (Castiglioni, Parascandolo, & Tanca, 2015, p. 
14). However, achieving successful conservation, while 
promoting cultural traditions, economic viability and 
integration of communities can become a tremendous 
task, involving the work of many actors, on occasion, with 
multiple interests, capacities and conditions. Therefore, 
exploring the ways and the extent to which conservation 
processes have been possible becomes a relevant topic 
for enquiry.

The research focuses on the conservation and 
management of landscape change at the local level; 
in particular, it examines the ways in which local 
communities’ initiatives and practices (CIs and CPs) 
contribute to landscape character conservation in 
cultural landscapes. It employs a multiple case-study 
approach to analyse two cultural landscapes of universal 
value in Colombia, namely Zone A of the Coffee Cultural 
Landscape (CCL) and Santa Cruz de Mompox. The first 
landscape is a system of towns and farms in the Andean 
mountains at the scale of a region, while the second 
is a historic town surrounded by wetlands and rivers. 
Both cases have been recipients of many different 
conservation efforts led by top-level institutions as well 
as by local community organisations and individuals.

Initial outcomes show that the implementation of CIs and 
CPs have been possible through different mechanisms 
that combine, at least, two aspects: (a) internal drivers 
of landscape change with links to values and attachment 
to a place; and (b) motivation and facilitation of external 
actors, including public institutions, NGOs and local 
authorities. In the case of the CCL, for instance, traditional 
agricultural practices of Emberá-Chamí indigenous people 
have combined and imbricated with the use of organic 
programs promoted by international NGOs and fair-trade 
agreements. This imbrication has evolved to expose 
shade-grown coffee systems with initiatives and practices 
in water conservation techniques, conservation of soil, 
management of canopy trees and programs for seeds’ 

and trees’ carers. Similarly, in the two analysed cases, 
the application of methods for collective work, based on 
cooperation and social exchange, has been vital in the 
continuous management of roads and neighbourhood 
paths, using local materials and rotation work systems to 
promote conservation of the overall landscape character. 
As a result of this multiple-case study, it is possible 
to evidence contributions to valued aspects such as 
biological diversity, enhancement of visual amenity, 
promotion of cultural identity and strengthening of the 
sense of place.

It is likely that further analysis and typification of the CIs 
and CPs will allow for the research to produce examples 
of integrative and structural methods to operationalise 
mechanisms for bottom-linked governance, for example, 
through institutional tools for integration with local 
and national governments; tactics for collaboration 
and co-creation between communities; tools for local 
management, empowerment, and strengthening of local 
knowledge; or even in the development of values-based 
information systems for decision making in the analysed 
cases and elsewhere.
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Continuing development pressure phenomena 
within historic centres in Latin American cities, 
Mexican historic centres face significant stress to 

address housing and heritage conservation. Most recent 
policies and strategies for housing in historic centres 
have focused on private investment development, yet 
increasingly, they have failed to ensure housing access or 
security of tenure for vulnerable social groups. Additionally, 
increased attention on urban image strategies evidences 
a gap between heritage conservation, urban regeneration 
and housing development processes. Through the lens of 
the right to housing, this research explores and assesses 
the social impact on housing access and tenure for local 
populations in the historic centres of Mexico City and 
Guadalajara.

Traditional approaches to historic areas, promoted 
by UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites list, have included 
aesthetic and economic objectives. These have become 
integral elements of frameworks at local levels to promote 
and attract investment, largely resulting in tourism-led 
agendas that leave out housing to address the well-being 
of the local population. However, increasingly, instruments 
for urban development such as the New Urban Agenda 
(2016) call for a closer integration of historic areas to 
address wider social and urban challenges. As it is, 
the  Declaration of Human Rights and international law 
instruments that the Mexican Constitution and laws have 
recognised have institutionalised the right to housing. Yet, 
it is still not fully integrated beyond legal discourse as a 
planning and economic tool to address social and urban 
challenges, particularly in historic urban areas.

This research is a comparative study of the historic 
centres of Mexico City and Guadalajara to assess access 
to and tenure of housing in historic centres of Mexico. 
It identifies key areas within each area using discourse 
and spatial analysis from information from frameworks 
analysis and interviews with different stakeholders 
and residents. Each key area, under a different set of 
local frameworks and urban cognitive understanding, 
represents different heritage conservation and housing 
provision processes within the same national agenda. 
As Mexico City holds a World Heritage Site title and 
Guadalajara does not, frameworks for each historic 
area should manifest different approaches to address 
heritage conservation and housing challenges. These 

cases confirm that urban conservation of historic centres 
is far more complex than many international, national and 
local bodies initially assumed (Betancur, 2014), and that 
it requires frameworks to address complex social and 
urban challenges.

By concentrating on the right to housing as a lens to 
assess the level of access and security of tenure within 
historic centres, it is possible to evaluate the level of 
social equality in the existing strategies and frameworks. 
The aim is to address phenomena relating to inequality 
such as housing exclusion, displacement and segregation 
from historic centres, which may be contingent on urban 
regeneration processes such as place-making and new 
housing developments. To achieve these objectives, 
this research examines heritage conservation, urban 
development and housing strategies at the historic centre 
level, integrating and building upon considerations of the 
role of historic areas within their wider urban landscape 
as they increasingly shift from representing a set of 
cultural assets for transitory use to having an active role 
in addressing housing challenges and needs.

This research makes an analysis of the cognitive 
implementation and reconstitution of frameworks and 
discourses for historic centres from diverse lines of 
knowledge at the local level (Brenner & Schmid, 2015). 
This can generate new paradigms that move away from 
traditional urban conservation frameworks to deliver 
approaches and outcomes that integrate housing as 
a tool to reduce social inequality in Mexican urban 
areas. Preliminary findings suggest that shifting urban 
dynamics deriving from new housing developments have 
created tensions between social groups. Thus, with the 
increasing social and economic value of historic areas, 
fears of exclusion, displacement and segregation have 
increased uncertainty within local population groups. As 
a phenomenon that is relevant not only to Mexican cities, 
the findings of this research will be transferable to other 
Latin American cities and elsewhere.
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Much of the existing literature on privatisation of 
the public realm and privatised public spaces 
focuses on contemplating and criticising 

the loss of the public realm and ‘end of public space’ 
(Sorkin, 1992) as a direct consequence of privatisation. 
Privatisation of public spaces, it is argued, harms 
the use, nature and quality of public spaces through 
commodification and programming of space and 
homogenisation of space and its users, fundamentally 
alters the balance of power within society by means of 
control and exclusion of unwanted groups, ‘destroys 
any truly democratic urban space’ (Davis, 1992: 155) 
by restricting political activities, rejecting public life and 
eroding shared social values and civic beliefs, and in 
doing so, undermines “publicness” of public spaces, 
denies the public their ‘right to the city’, and furthers the 
public realm towards a state of social decline and loss.

Although the reasons behind loss of the traditional 
character and quality of public spaces are manifold and 
diverse, yet for the most part, the blame is squarely laid 
on privatisation, profit motives of private actors and 
free market. Accordingly, the academic discourse on 
privatisation of the public realm and privatised public 
spaces is replete with utmost pessimism, preoccupied 
with loss, and consumed by nostalgia and yearning for 
an idealised public realm open and inclusive for social 
interaction, political participation and cultural exchange. 
The existing literature also fails to acknowledge as well 
as account for the many privatised public spaces that 
have succeeded in engendering friendly environments 
and sociable settings, aided in identity formation of 
users as active participants, and contributed positively 
to the public realm. Finally, the critique is limited to 
observations in North America and Western Europe, and 
fails to integrate outcomes of similar place types outside 
developed Western societies and cultures. 

This research relocates these discussions to another 
geography outside its conventional locus to examine how 
the process and products of privatisation are deployed 
in a non-Western cultural context and assess if they 
contribute to loss. Among all non-western developing 
countries, the rapidly urbanising and globalising 
landscape of India characterised by diverse social, 
cultural and economic backgrounds and rich political 
history provides the perfect platform to test these 
Western concepts and explore their transferability and 

outcomes in a different socio-cultural and political 
setting. Privatisation of public spaces to varying degrees 
has been prevalent in India since ancient times. With 
liberalisation of its economy in 1991, contemporary India 
experienced rapid urbanisation and high levels of rural-
urban migration that prompted nationwide city-remaking 
and beautification projects resulting in widespread 
privatisation of its public spaces and proliferation of 
privatised public spaces of consumption and sociability - 
shopping malls, cafes and fast food outlets. Embedding 
this Western concept of shopping mall as symbol of 
capitalism, neoliberalism and economic globalisation 
coincided with local processes of democratisation of the 
public realm, caste-based desegregation, and class- and 
religion-based segregation, and overlaid with issues of 
colonial hangover, post-colonial identities, inequality, 
extreme poverty, gendering of the public realm, and lack 
of civic consciousness in locals, produced indigenised 
results different from their North American equivalents. 
Indian malls are ‘people-friendly’ (Tibbalds, 1990), exhibit 
‘publicisation’ and are popular sites of socialisation, 
contestation and identity construction. 

Finally, the public space discourse is replete with 
recommendations for making “people-friendly” 
towns and public spaces, however, there are none for 
privatised public environments. To fill this critical gap in 
knowledge, this research borrowing notions of “people-
friendly” places and environmental “people-friendliness” 
from Francis Tibbalds’ Making People-Friendly Towns: 
Improving the public environment in towns and cities 
(1990) and environmental “affordances” by J. J. Gibson 
(1979) develops a theoretical framework for defining 
“people-friendly” privatised public environments and 
environmental “people-friendliness” and proposes an 
environmental “people-friendliness” index for designing 
future “people-friendly” privatised public settings, and 
comparison. It then uses this framework for conducting 
an in-depth ethnographic study to evaluate environmental 
“people-friendliness” of and explore people-place 
relationship and experiences in shopping malls in 
Kolkata, and compare the outcomes with results from 
shopping malls in Pittsburgh, USA. Besides contributing 
an original dimension to the literature, this research will 
help in creating policy guidelines for designing future 
place types that promote social inclusion and exchange, 
and have a major impact in India, and hopefully, across 
the world.
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Cities are areas in which social actors display new 
ideas about nature, and where they promote 
new discourses to mitigate environmental 

problems and to open an alternative to neoliberalism 
that affects nature, land use and urban planning. A new 
environmental awareness among the social actors has 
motivated the development of urban agriculture projects 
as a partial solution for various problems in cities. This 
research investigates the emergence of urban agriculture 
projects in Santiago as groups of resistance to the current 
economic and social system neoliberalism has created. 
This involves understanding how these urban agriculture 
projects relate to other social actors, and how they have 
changed discourses in sustainability and green areas.

The growth of new collaborative initiatives among 
previously excluded or ignored actors is a response to an 
increase in environmental awareness in Santiago due to 
rapid urbanization, economic development, population 
growth and spatial expansion affecting the city. However, 
it is unclear how the current Chilean neoliberal economic 
and political scenario has allowed the participation and 
collaboration of civil society in urban agriculture projects 
when neoliberal discourses are still strong in planning 
decisions, the state still has a strong connection with the 
market and the private sector continues to influence the 
modifications of legal documents to its benefit.

Neoliberalism, which Chile implemented during the 
dictatorial period in the ’70s, has had a great impact 
on the relationships between social actors. Since the 
transfer of most decisions on land use and planning to 
the private sector (Arenas & Hidalgo, 2014; Undurraga, 
2015), relations between the actors have become 
unstable. The return to democracy in 1990 did not 
imply a retreat from the free-market logic, but rather its 
deepening. This situation allowed the economic elites to 
maintain their positions as the main political powers in 
decision-making, to continue some old policies and to 
promote new forms of privatisation of economic activities. 
The neoliberal system logic Chile implemented limits and 
excludes the participation of voices that do not represent 
the economic technocracy or that threaten its concept 
of society. However, the emergence of civil society in 
the scenario reconfigures the relationships between 
the connections and discourses of social actors on the 
neoliberal society. In a way, actors in urban agriculture 

projects are recovering their right to the city through direct 
opposition and resistance to the prevalent neoliberal 
discourse that has penetrated different aspects of Chile’s 
social and political life. Actors are generating their own 
participation spaces, forming connections with other 
actors to extend their range of influence and developing 
new environmental discourses.

This research investigates the modification of networks, 
discourses and storylines resulting from the emergence of 
urban agriculture projects in Santiago de Chile, by linking 
environmental ideas and the neoliberal transformation 
driven by the development of new partnerships between 
actors concerning urban gardens. The role of discourses 
in relation to governance networks will provide insights 
into how discourse and storylines form in arenas where 
actors supporting a particular argument aim to get 
acceptance from other actors by being persuasive. 
The analysis of networks, discourses and storylines 
will reveal the actors integrating the projects, how they 
connect and why they are involved in the projects. While 
networks will identify actors and connections between 
actors and projects, discourses and storylines will provide 
information about motivations, objectives and visions. 
Then, understanding the dominant discourses the actors 
in the urban agriculture projects use will explain why the 
selected projects begin construction and how they finish 
on time in a neoliberal context that is always present in 
the background.
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The dominant interpretation of what happens once 
immigrants arrive at the destination city and how 
they adapt to the host society in North America is 

assimilation, which usually involves immigrants learning, 
sharing and adapting to alternative, different cultures, 
values and lifestyles. In Europe, however, scholars choose 
to use alternatives such as adaptation, integration 
or incorporation to avoid the implication of cultural 
submersion.

In metropolises, jobs in labour markets either require 
advanced education and skills or offer low wages. As a 
result, a city can have a wide spectrum of migrants, from 
well-educated graduates, highly skilled professionals 
and affluent entrepreneurs to low-skilled workers, less 
educated peasants and penniless scroungers. The 
diverse socioeconomic backgrounds of these migrants, 
combined with the attributes of urban labour markets, 
have undoubtedly varied their integration into their 
receiving cities. The social mobility, upward or downward, 
and exclusivism from locals reduce intergroup interaction, 
precipitate social exclusion, increase social tension and 
eventually undermine the stability of society.

In China, growing rural-urban and inland-coastal 
disparities have also caused hundreds of millions of 
migrants from vast rural regions and lagging towns to 
migrate to the coastal metropolises in search of decent 
jobs and better futures. They are as vulnerable as those 
deprived immigrants facing obstacles when trying to 
integrate into the mainstream society. Not surprisingly, 
studies on migrant integration in urban China have been 
on the rise. A large volume of research on the system of 
household registration (hukou) system shows formidable 
barriers to rural migrants’ integration into cities, as 
these people are not eligible for most state-provided 
opportunities and state or employer-subsidised benefits. 
They have severely constrained access to employment, 
housing, education and health care. Despite a 
considerable number of studies, researchers have barely 
touched upon neighbourhood characteristics as another 
potential determinant of migrants’ integration. They 
have overwhelmingly focused on rural migrants instead 
of seeing rural-urban and urban-urban migrants as a 
whole. In fact, 2009 census data from Beijing Statistical 
Information Net show that there were 7,044,553 
migrants in Beijing, of whom 32.31% were urban-urban 

migrants. As they form a significant component of China’s 
floating population, we should not neglect these urban-
urban migrants.

Studies on ethno-cultural enclaves and mixed 
neighbourhoods have revealed a highly complicated 
relationship and a vague connection between 
integration into mainstream society and neighbourhood 
characteristics. However, segmented assimilation theory 
and empirical study of ethno-cultural enclaves and 
mixed residential communities provide an insight that 
neighbourhoods may play either positive or negative 
roles in internal migrants’ integration in China. This 
research interrogates the potential correlation between 
migrant integration and neighbourhood types. Via an 
anthropological approach – participant observation 
– this research involves the collection and analysis 
of qualitative data of migrant households’ daily life in 
four neighbourhoods. It then draws upon ethnographic 
narratives to unfold the processes of their different 
integration approaches and to clarify the dynamics 
behind them.

The results illustrate that neighbourhood type has a 
significant relationship with the outcomes of migrant 
integration, and that different neighbourhoods provide 
various means for migrants to integrate into receiving 
cities. An explanation for these findings is that 
neighbourhood is an important space in which economic 
integration and acculturation happens or social networks 
develop. The existence or absence of the foregoing 
upward mobility in different neighbourhoods either 
provides pathways for the adaptation into a new urban 
society or hinders integration. Meanwhile, insufficient 
interaction with neighbours may not necessarily indicate 
unsuccessful integration into the city, as neighbourhood 
is not the only place for migrants to integrate; they might 
achieve their upward mobility outside the residential 
communities in which they live. As neighbourhood types 
influence integration significantly, the finding expands 
segmented assimilation theory to include spatial 
distribution as another determinant of integration. This 
detailed empirical investigation also fills a gap in recent 
research (e.g., Wu & He, 2005; Wu & Logan, 2016), 
which mainly focuses on the statistics without detailed, 
neighbourhood-level observation.
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In between top-down strategies and bottom-up 
processes new types of clusters of production are 
emerging in urban areas. This study investigates cities 

as the nexus point of the current geography of innovation 
focussing on the agglomerations of small businesses in 
the cognitive-cultural industry of Rome. Since the 1980s, 
the industrial districts (Marshall, 1920) from the ‘Third 
Italy’ (Bagnasco, 1977) have been the landmarks of 
innovation for many studies in the agglomeration theory 
(Gordon & McCann, 2000; Markusen, 1996) and waves 
of new regionalism (Storper, 1997). The Italian district 
model was characterised by its flexible specialisation 
tied up with strong institutional connections at the local 
scale (Piore & Sabel, 1984). However, globalisation and 
new information technologies triggered changes in the 
traditional industrial districts’ milieu, often causing their 
loss of competitiveness (Trigilia & Burroni, 2009).  Given 
the crisis of that geographically decentralised district 
model , this research aims to investigate what is coming 
next. 

A flourishing body of literature celebrates the central role 
of cities in attracting human capitals and accelerating 
the pace of the contemporary economic development 
(Florida, 2002; Glaeser, 2011; Sassen, 2005), This also 
enhanced by the revival of some more traditional ideas 
picturing cities as incubators for new activities (Hoover & 
Vernon, 1959; Jacobs, 1961). Yet, there is a knowledge 
gap in bridging these renewed incoming demographic 
flows with the localisation patterns of small businesses 
displaying some strong cultural embeddedness. On 
one hand, a central role for urban economies in the 
generative process of clusters is suggested by the urban 
concentration of certain bottom-up initiatives and by the 
rise of new professional figures linked to the creative 
industry. Examples could be found in the spread of 
shared service accommodations and the emergence of 
the makers’ movement, assuming the form of a network 
of digital artisans (Anderson, 2012; Birtchnell & Urry, 
2016). On the other hand, an increasing institutional 
interest was registered in developing policies to enhance 
entrepreneurialism and start-ups especially by supporting 
some related major events or training programs, such 
as the Maker Faire of Rome. These strategies are 
rooted also in European Union guidelines and policy 
framework promoting innovation by establishing a new 
entrepreneurial culture. This neoliberal approach to job 

creation has therefore become a common tool to envision 
scenarios of recovery from the current recessionary 
context.

The purpose of this research is to test the hypothesis of 
urban renaissance and cluster emergence, as well as 
to shed light on the related dynamics of agglomeration 
and industrialisation. Therefore, the investigation of the 
makers’ is identified as a valuable window to examine 
the resurgence of urban economies as well as to assess 
the social and industrial changes occurring in many 
capitalist cities. The cognitive-cultural capitalism (Scott, 
2014) – embodying creativity, culture and innovation – 
offers some guidelines for a theoretical framework to 
this phenomenon. However, the objective of the current 
study is not only to provide empirical evidence of the 
geographical distribution of these clusters of innovation, 
but also to describe their feature and to propose an 
incremental contribution to the agglomeration theory. 
The research is based upon a survey carried out during 
the 2015 edition of the Maker Faire of Rome, plus the 
analysis of secondary data and up to 35 interviews among 
the key representative of the ecosystem of innovation in 
the same city, including entrepreneurs, practitioners and 
institutional actors. 

These undertakings are expected to shed light on the 
geography and the features of this new geography 
of innovation, thereby explaining the shift of small 
innovative firms towards urban locations and identifying 
the key trends in the industrialisation and urbanisation 
of cities in a post-recession scenario. Start-ups, creative 
industries, Makers and some new social and business 
intermediaries (such as co-working spaces) all contribute 
to shape a new economic sector within the urban realm. 
The data collected so far suggest that those new soft-
tech and creative clusters are more likely to emerge 
in lagging contexts such as cities in search of a new 
economic dedication and, more generally speaking, in 
countries trying to fix their broken economies. The new 
clusters display the same system of untraded relations 
and institutional embeddedness from the old industrial 
district model, ultimately showing the capitalisation of 
places and of the city itself. Based on these findings, this 
study propose that regional and urban planning strategies 
should be revised in ways which better recognise this 
emerging sector and acknowledge its new soft institutions 
and the related working spaces. 
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Within sustainability discourses, the link between 
urban density and the social dimension of 
sustainable development has received much 

attention. Both density and social sustainability have a 
great deal of ambiguity in definition, connotation and 
implication, which has resulted in the emergence of a 
myriad of controversies around their relationship. In recent 
decades, a growing body of literature has maintained its 
focus on the potential impact of different levels of urban 
density on the social sustainability of urban communities 
(Bramley et al., 2009; Dempsey et al., 2011; Raman, 
2010). The principal line of argument in these studies 
is that the built forms of cities influence – but do not 
determine – the social conditions of urban life. However, 
the empirical findings emerging from these studies are 
inconsistent and, in some cases, contradictory. Although 
there is general agreement that high urban density 
improves social equity by producing equal access to job 
opportunities, services etc. (Burton, 2010), dense urban 
areas have received criticism for negatively impacting 
place attachment and community satisfaction (Bramley 
et al., 2009; Dave, 2011). Furthermore, the main focus 
of this relationship is the mainstream Euro-American 
perspective, and thus, it has remained underexplored in 
the context of developing cities, which are experiencing 
different processes of urbanisation, growth and explosion.

The present research will take place in the context 
of the metropolitan city of Tehran, Iran. Tehran has 
expanded substantially and transformed radically 
during the past 3 decades. A key feature of this ongoing 
urban transformation in Tehran is a notable increase in 
population density. As one of the most contentious urban 
challenges in Tehran, urban densification has had various 
ramifications influencing people’s daily lives.

Theoretically, this research has three key pillars. The 
concept of place serves as the backbone of the framework 
that links urban density and social sustainability. Place 
refers to a complex phenomenon, shaped by a dialectical 
relationship between social and physical realms and 
deeply interwoven with human experience and perception 
(Malpas, 1999). Urban density acts as a perceptual 
element. Perceived density centres on the unique way 
each person understands and experiences urban density 
on the ground (Alexander, 1993; Rapoport, 1975), and 
its two core elements, perceived spatial density and 

perceived social density, identify it (Bergdoll & Williams, 
1990). Lastly, urban social sustainability acts as a 
relative, place-based and locally rooted concept studied 
at the micro-level of the neighbourhood. Accordingly, 
people-place relationships or place attachment acts 
as the crucial element of urban social sustainability 
(Colantonio, 2007; Omann & Spangenberg, 2002). Place 
attachment is the affective and cognitive bond between 
people and their surrounding built environment (Hidalgo 
& Hernandez, 2001). The limited number of studies 
focusing on the relationship between perceived density 
and place attachment suggest that there is a negative 
relationship between the high level of perceived density 
and place attachment.

The study will involve a single case-study design focusing 
on three residential neighbourhoods in Tehran as its 
units of analysis. The basis of the research design is a 
sequential mixed-method approach. The data analysis 
will involve a combination of qualitative and qualitative 
approaches, with SPSS conducting the survey analysis 
and MAXQDA software conducting thematic qualitative 
analysis of the interview data.

The potential contributions of this thesis are twofold. 
First, this research will contribute to the existing 
knowledge by introducing a framework for understanding 
the relationship between urban density and social 
sustainability by emphasising the importance of the 
subjective knowledge of the urbanites. The framework 
also highlights the relatively overlooked importance 
of urban neighbourhood as a place in the formation of 
urban experience. Second, the present research may 
have imperative policy contributions in two ways: it may 
inform city planners and policymakers in Tehran about 
the concealed consequences of the current urban 
transformation trend, and it may ensure that sufficient 
measures enter the policymaking process to create 
neighbourhoods that work for their residents. Moreover, 
by comprehensively investigating the planning system 
in Tehran and its loopholes, this research will provide a 
set of recommendations for the urban governance and 
management structure to ensure the sustainability of 
future developments.
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In recent years, the popularity of resilience has 
exploded in both academic and policy discourse, 
with numerous explanations for this dramatic rise. 

Transport resilience is the ability of the transport system to 
withstand a malfunction and to maintain or quickly return 
to normal function, of which a composite of efficiency cost, 
reallocation ability and its socioeconomic impacts is a 
useful measure. Two main lines (structural and functional 
resilience) of investigation in transport studies are the 
optimal strategy to enable transport infrastructures to 
meet travel demands after disruptions. Nevertheless, 
current transport studies treat structural and functional 
resilience separately, and no study tells us of what we 
are designing resilience and for whom, which is essential 
in resilience planning. Thus, the research introduces 
joint perspectives to gain further understanding of the 
resilience performance of the transport system through 
addressing these two limitations.

To reinforce our understanding of public transport 
resilience performance, the structural-functional 
resilience (SFR) indicator characterises the criticality of 
stations within the whole system. Furthermore, to explore 
for what and for whom we design resilience, the paper 
combines urban and transport perspectives to investigate 
the characteristics of vulnerable population groups and 
places. This research will compare several socioeconomic 
and built environment indicators (e.g., young, old, 
population density, income, vehicle ownership, land use 
mix and density) with SFR to explore their interactions 
and thus to guide the redevelopment of both transport 
and urban areas.

This research reaches four primary results of significance 
in reinforcing our understanding of transport resilience. 
Firstly, the research will use a structural-functional 
combined aspect to investigate the public transport 
resilience performance, which could help us to identify 
the most critical components and thus provide a 
theoretical foundation for strategic planning. Secondly, 
the urban transport planning joint perspectives could 
bridge the gap between the infrastructure and its service 
areas in reference to resilience, because knowing the 
features of places and population groups is important to 
giving guidance for redevelopment. Thirdly, the research 
introduces a new indicator, critical value, borrowed from 
network science, which provides a common language to 

compare resilience levels between different transport 
systems. Fourthly, the research provides a retrofit 
of efficiency estimation. The presumption of current 
studies is that each transport station or intersection 
has the same interaction possibilities, while in fact there 
are huge differences. The research thus embeds the 
spatial interaction model into efficiency calculations to 
achieve a more accurate understanding of the structural 
and functional resilience of the system. Therefore, we 
suggest analysing the underground system from multiple 
perspectives (structural and functional, transport and 
urban planning), which could be useful as a strategic 
planning tool for the development of the underground 
system and its service areas into a more resilient state.
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