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Research Framework



Questions & Definitions
Environmental Justice

Environmental justice refers to fair treatment in meeting the needs of 
people with respect safe access and use of transport, infrastructure and 
green spaces. Equally important is the opportunity for involvement in the 
use and development, as well as responsibility towards green spaces, 
transport and infrastructure regardless of age, race, colour, gender, 
national origin or income

References:

US Environmental Protection Agency http://www.epa.gov/oecaerth/environmentaljustice/ Accessed 21 October 2009

Stephens C, Bullock S, Scott A (2001). Environmental justice: Rights and means to a healthy environment for all. Economic & Social 

Research Council, pp.28

Agyeman J (2005). Sustainable Communities and the Challenge of Environmental Justice. New York University Press, NY, USA pp.26

https://db2prd0102.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=814d1e9b6cbb4c71bb53bb36f97ec4a4&URL=http://www.epa.gov/oecaerth/environmentaljustice/


Questions & Definitions
Question: What are the experiences, needs 

and expectations in the access to, use and 
appropriation of the Marsh by the 
communities in our assigned area?

Hypothesis 1: Owing to safety concerns, 
immigrant parents living on Kingsmead Estate 
and  its surroundings do not engage with 
nature and green spaces nearby, therefore 
their children lead sedentary lifestyles
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Parents

Questions & Definitions
Question: How would the changes brought 

about by the 2012 Olympic Games - both in 
terms of the infrastructure to be built but also 
in terms of opportunities open through the 
Legacy planning process - affect the 
possibility of enhancing environmental 

justice in the use of the Marsh by the diverse 
community groups in the area? 

Hypothesis 2: Adult residents of Kingsmead 
Estate do not think that the Olympics have the 
potential to enhance environmental justice in 
the long term, but children are more positive. 
This is because children trust institutions to 
deliver on their promises, while their parents 
are disillusioned 
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Institutional Relationships
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Study Area: Main Partners 
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Study Area: Characteristics
Country of origin Country of origin Ethnicity

Data from: Office for National Statistics. Last updated: Nov 2004



Study Area: Characteristics
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Study Area: Hackney’s 
Olympic Legacy



Study Area: REAP
Adventure playground: new equipment, 
including a fire area, bridges and nets; 
secure fencing for the area; landscaping

Daubeney Green to the Marshes: 46-tree 
orchard planted; information signs; 
community consultation and workshops

Mabley Green Boulder: a sculpture
for the green, equipment for bouldering 
classes; artistic with health benefits



Methodology
Literature review

Transect walk

Interviews (semi-structured)

Rapid mapping

Focus groups

NB: The focus groups and interviews used the 
same questions as a basis to start discussion; 
no questionnaires were used



Findings & Analysis



Research: Children
62 children participated in the rapid mapping exercise, 
which also included asking semi-structured questions 

Wally Foster – 28 children

Adventure playground – 25 children

Concorde – 8 children

At the Adventure Playground and the Wally Foster Center 
some of the parents of the children were also interviewed 



Research: Children
Location of recreational activities

Soccer Other sports

Walking the dog Socialising

Running/exercise Cycling



Research: Children
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Research: Children
Perceptions of safety



Research: Children

There is a sense of excitement for the Olympic games and an enthusiasm 
especially with the younger children (ages 8-12). Older children see it as an 
opportunity for volunteering or actively being involved with the event “If the 

Olympic development plans are implemented, I think it will be positive”

There is a sense of excitement for the Olympic games and an enthusiasm There is a sense of excitement for the Olympic games and an enthusiasm There is a sense of excitement for the Olympic games and an enthusiasm 



Research: Children
There appears to be a direct link between safety and the most deprived areas. 
This was corroborated by the children in the neighbourhood who found the 
estate to be the most unsafe area 



Kingsmead Eyes 
Kingsmead Eyes is the result of a collaboration between photographer Gideon 
Mendel and 28 pupils from Kingsmead School

The children documented their world over 6 months, photographing their friends, 
families, community and school to create an accomplished and vibrant body of 
work

In the images on display as well as in the video only a small percentage appear 
to have been taken outdoors. This is consistent with an Australian study in 
which 8–12-year old children took photographs of their after-school play 
activities. Photos showed that 53% of play occurred within home grounds, 24% 
occurred in open and natural areas, 17% occurred in parks and playgrounds 
and 6% occurred in the street





Interviews: Parents
24 parents were interviewed through semi-structured interviews

7 of these were born in the UK

17 were of Afro-Caribbean or other origin

The semi-structured design of the questions enabled parents to 
provide greater depth in their responses

An initial focus group was conducted with a small group



Interviews: Parents
Green spaces are considered to be an important element in 
everybody’s lives, although half of the interviewees do not use the 

Marshes

Most participants use what they call more “manageable” parks, i.e., 

smaller and equipped with entertainment features, such as 
playgrounds

Veitch et al. (2005) concluded that good quality play equipment is an 
important factor in the use of certain open spaces, from their 
research study with more than 70 families in Melbourne, Australia



Interviews: Parents

“Are we perhaps imposing our 
western romantic view of 
„walking in the park‟ to our 

foreign neighbours?” Gideon 
Mendel 



Interviews: Parents
Half of the interviewees (both UK and foreign nationals) mentioned 
safety as a reason they would not encourage their children to use the 
Marshes

Veitch et al. (2005): “the most frequently reported factor influencing 

where children played was parent concerns regarding their children’s 

safety”

Concerns were raised about children and young people hanging 
around the Estate in groups. Older people are intimidated and fear 
gang behaviour

Parents are worried about their children joining gangs or being exposed 
to drug abuse and other adverse influences in open spaces



Interviews: Parents
There is a unanimous feeling of not being considered in the decision 
making process 

There is a general feeling of disenchantment in terms of what 
economic benefits the Olympics will bring to the community residents

While a few believe that transport, infrastructure and network 
connections will improve the majority think investment will not reach 
the areas that need it most and the Olympics will simply float by

Most parents perceive that only a small percentage of people working 
on the Olympics are from Hackney



Interviews: Parents
Priorities for the Olympic legacy:

A common wish among most participants (one could sense an air 
of optimism and enthusiasm) is the need to ensure sports training 
facilities are kept running post-games, at affordable prices

Promoting sports and open outdoor facilities for children and 
young people

Last but not least, security improvements around Homerton train 
station, Homerton road and the Estate



Community Leaders
Diverse cultures are being enhanced and celebrated through 
international food events at the Kingsmead Primary School

Some of the community leaders perceive youth as avoiding the 
Marshes, however many young people claim the opposite

Olympic funding appears to serve one off  payments; e.g. new 
equipment. However, what is needed is staff resources and long 
term funding security

Youth are advised not to disclose their residence and ethnicity in 
their curriculums, since this could adversely affect their future 
employment



Limitations
Time constraints; time of the year (cold and wet!)

Limited number of interviewees, especially parents

Difficulty in matching parents’ responses with their children’s; unknown age and/or 

gender of their children

Most respondents were mothers, the views of fathers are less represented

Results are based on interviewees responses rather than direct observations of lifestyle

Results are biased by where the interviews were conducted

When the children talked about safe areas, they did not differentiate between day and 
night

Different data collection techniques were used on parents and children 

Children and young people were not disaggregated; different cultural backgrounds were 
not separated



Conclusions



Conclusions
Hypothesis 1:

Safety is a concern for  most  parents from all backgrounds, not just immigrant parents, 
as well as for children. Most children feel safer on the Marshes than on the Estate

However, as mentioned by some of the parents, security issues have improved recently 
due to an increased  police presence; nevertheless, there is still room for improvement

Children do not live sedentary lives but they socialise in designated enclosed areas, as 
defined by their parents

Parents encourage their children to participate in sporting activities

Perceptions of nature are different between cultures 

Time constraints and other activities take precedence over nature and outdoor pursuits  

Is the use, access and appropriation of open spaces a middle-class concept? 



Conclusions
Hypothesis 2:

Availability of a greater diversity of sporting activities other than football. Interviewees 
highlighted that this should be a priority for the Olympics

While residents interviewed believe that the Olympic Park will be open post-games, 
they expect the high prices will  prevent their access 

An additional priority for parents is  the improvement of security

Parents do not believe that the Olympic authorities or Hackney Council will deliver all 
their promises to the community

Although they receive information and invitations to consultations they do not feel their 
opinions count 

Children were generally more optimistic and expect that the area will change positively 
after the Olympic games, with better sports facilities for all the green spaces in the area



Outputs
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Why a game?
We have used various participatory tools and conducted interviews at the 
Adventure Playgroup, Wally Foster Community Centre, Concorde Centre and 
Kingsmead Primary School 

The game has two purposes:

To increase familiarity of the green areas surrounding Kingsmead Estate, in 
particular the Marshes

To develop general knowledge of the Olympic Games

We hope to provide an educational tool for team play without the need for a 
facilitator

START

END

Hackney 

Marsh 

Home

Football

Athletics

Frisbee Cycling Treasure 
Hunt 

Fishing

Kite
Flying

Rugby

Picnic

Bird 
Spotting

Home

Home

Home



How the game works
Each team’s objective is to reach the 

end box in the least time possible, after 
encountering a series of obstacles:

Questions to be answered in 
relation to the Marshes and the 
Olympic Games

Various weather conditions which 
will make their path more or less 
challenging
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What do you need?
Players: 4 teams with 4-5 people in 
each (this can vary depending 
according to the  number of players)

The board 

Playing pieces to indicate the 
team’s position

Cards containing the 
activities/questions for the teams

Questions will cover uses, of the 
Marsh and history and general 
knowledge of the Olympic Games
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Dissemination Strategy
• Target group 5-12 years 

• Adventure Playground 

• Wally Foster 

• Kingsmead Primary School 
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Time Capsule: to open after 
the Olympic Games

The capsule could contain collective and individual items

Activities/suggestions:

Predictions of how many medals the UK and other countries will win

Any sporting heroes you would like to see

Expectations of what Hackney will be like during the Olympics

Hopes of what the Olympics will bring to the community

Personal items or photos that are important to you now

Newspaper articles of interest

Favourite songs – mix CD or playlist

A record of performance in various athletic activities to compare with  performance 
on opening the capsule

You may choose to decorate the outside of the capsule



Calendar
• Following feedback and as the game targets children only, 

we decided to print a postcard calendar with positive images 

of Hackney and the marshes to engage adults 

• Calendars will be available through the Wally Foster and  

Adventure Playground

• A soft copy of the calendar will be available if any further 

copies are requested
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