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This report describes a series of strategies that build up and complement 

the Silvertown Quay Plan of redevelopment. The object of analysis 

is the Silvertown Quay site located in the area of the Docklands in 

London; area which have been under regeneration for the past years. 

Therefore, an analysis of the site and context was developed under 

six conceptual lenses: culture and economies, housing and dwelling, 

infrastructures and spaces of mobility, leftovers and thresholds, open 

and public spaces and the urban fabric and landmarks, in order to have 

a better understanding of the processes and happenings of the site. 

The main conclusions that emerged from the analysis is that it is 

very fragmented and disconnected not only on the tangible but 

intangible aspects, which impact directly to the people that live there. 

Consequently, we developed our vision centred on enhancing the 

human fabric which was the focal point to create the design guidelines. 

Since our vision and the proposal of the Silvertown Quays plan are on 

the same page, the strategies proposed on the report add up to the 

plan to make it more inclusive. The strategies are based on overcoming 

the physical and social barriers and help to interconnect the diverse 

community of the area.
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METHODOLOGY

introduction

The city of London has been experiencing many regeneration schemes 

in numerous areas of the city during the last years. The borough of 

Newham is part of the areas that have been experiencing multiple 

changes to a great extent. Newham, as one of the most diverse 

and deprived boroughs, it is immersed in this wave of regeneration 

processes that have been creating profound impacts on the urban and 

human fabric of the area.

The site of our analysis is Silvertown Quays at the Docklands which is 

located precisely in the context of all these regeneration processes. 

The already existing plan for the area has been an essential element for 

the development of this document. 

This report’s objective focuses on the analysis of the site and its context 

in order to provide strategies that are directed to achieve our vision.

The initial chapters of the document contain a critical analysis of the 

area, primarily around the Docklands that was done through the study 

RI�VL[�GLĳHUHQW� OHQVHV��FXOWXUH�DQG�HFRQRPLHV��KRXVLQJ�DQG�GZHOOLQJ��
infrastructures and spaces of mobility, leftovers and thresholds, open 

and public spaces and the urban fabric and landmarks. Consequently, 

this served to develop a SWOT analysis of the main issues and focus 

areas for the report in order to develop the vision. The report also contains 

a series of principles and guidelines that we used as the backbone to 

developing the proposed strategies. These strategies are intended to 

tackle the main problems of physical and social fragmentation that is 

present on the area, operating as way to start creating more connected 

places and communities in order to enhance the human fabric.
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critical identification of potentialities and weaknesses

CONTEXT AND URBAN ANALYSIS

S.W.O.T.

NEWHAM
CITY OF LONDON

context and urban analysis

For the purpose of this project, the analysis of the urban areas was 

GLYLGHG� LQWR�VL[�GLĳHUHQW� OHQVHV��+RXVLQJ�DQG�'ZHOOLQJ��8UEDQ�)DEULF�
and Landmarks, Open and Public spaces, Thresholds and Leftovers, 

Culture and Economies, Infrastructure and mobility. The dismantlement 

of the whole urban area into these smaller categories with similar 

features in terms of use facilitates the understanding of the whole 

unity. This subdivision implies the multi-functionality of the same urban 

elements in an area. For instance, a pavement may act as both an 

open space and a space of mobility. In that case, to what extent can 

HĴFLHQW�DQG�LPSURYLQJ�VROXWLRQV�IRU�ERWK�OHQVHV�EH�DFKLHYHG"�,Q�RWKHU�
cases, during the designing process, there are spaces where only one 

unique solution is possible and the developer has to make a choice 

about its design and use. What constitutes a key rather than surprise 

LV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� H[DPLQDWLRQ� WKURXJK�D�GLĳHUHQW� OHQV� OHG�XV� WR� VLPLODU�
conclusions. That is why both the segregated as well as the integrated 

study of an area are of great importance since they stimulate crucial 

analytical questions and provoke critical design responses.

These conclusions helped to develop our visions on the area and 

stimulated the creation of the principles and guidelines.
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dŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŶĞĂƌďǇ��ĂŶĂƌǇ�tŚĂƌĨ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�WĂƌŬ�ƐƉƵƌƌĞĚ�
ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�EĞǁŚĂŵ͕�ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘�
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ƚŚĞ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ŇŽǁ� ŽĨ� ĐĂƉŝƚĂů� ǁŽƵůĚ� ƚƌŝĐŬůĞ� ĚŽǁŶ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘ �
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �Ă�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂů�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝƐ�
ŐĞŶƚƌŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ŝŶĚĞĞĚ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůŝǌĞĚ�ŝŶ�EĞǁŚĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�^ŝůǀĞƌƚŽǁŶ͘�
/Ŷ� ϮϬϬϴ͕� ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ� ƉƌŝĐĞƐ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ďǇ� ϭϲй� ŽŶ� ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ� ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� EĞǁŚĂŵ͕�
ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝůǀĞƌƚŽǁŶ�ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�;ZŝŐŚƚŵŽǀĞ͕�ϮϬϭϱͿ͘�
dŚĞ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ŚŝŐŚ�ŇŽǁ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂů� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ��ŽĐŬůĂŶĚƐ� ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�Ğ͘Ő͘�
�ƌŽƐƐƌĂŝů�ĂŶĚ��ŵŝƌĂƚĞƐ��ŝƌůŝŶĞ��ĂďůĞ��Ăƌ͕ �ŝƐ�Ă�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĂƉŝĚůǇ�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�
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ŵŽďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ďĞŶĞĮĐŝĂů�ƚŽ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͍
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The development of the nearby Canary Wharf and the Olympic Park 

spurred investment into Newham largely through physical infrastructure 

projects. The infrastructure and mobility report perceives the area as 

D� ŕVHULHV�RI� LVODQGV�RI� IUDJPHQWHG�PRELOLW\� DFURVV�GLĳHUHQW� VFDOHVŖ�� LW�
demonstrated encounters both in the physical and the metaphysical 

connections of the area.

To conclude while the proposal plan of the new Silvertown Quays 

provides an opportunity to reinvigorate the local community and provide 

better richer connections beyond the Dockland, it also confronts a 

number of challenges, resisting the westward gaze, providing just capital 

PRELOLW\�ĲRZLQJ�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�FDXVH�D�UDSLG�ULVLQJ�
in housing prices, which leads to an economical displacement of the 

population and raises the question ‘to what extent is improved mobility 

DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�EHQHıFLDO�WR�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV"Ŗ

The Borough of Newham is one of the most diverse of London in 

aspects such as culture, ethnicity. It is also one of the most deprived 

and fragmented in terms of its communities. The Docklands area of 

London has gone through considerable changes due to the current 

regeneration trends in London. The waterfront values are of great 

LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� WKHVH� SURFHVVHV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH� ŗSURSRVDOV� VHHP� WR�
lack an understanding of the people that live in the area”. The vision 

RI� WKH�GHYHORSHUV� LV� ŗOHVV� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WDFNOLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� LVVXHV�
EXW�LQVWHDG�ZLWK�PDNLQJ�SURıWŘ��&XOWXUHV�DQG�(FRQRPLHV��%8��8UEDQ�
$QDO\VLV���������7KH�JOREDOL]HG�DSSURDFK�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�XVLQJ�D�FRS\�
paste technique creates a void that loses the identity of the area, and 

JHQHUDWHV� ŗPRQRFLWLHVŘ� WKDW� DUH� VHSDUDWHG� IURP� WKH� KLVWRULF�� FXOWXUDO�
and social value of the physical space. This elaborated on the aim of 

bridging the communities together in the current area with the objective 

of building links and widening horizons.

context and urban analysiscontext and urban analysis
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7KH� DSSURDFK� RI� WKH� DUHD� WKURXJK� WKH�+RXVLQJ� DQG�'ZHOOLQJ� OHQVH��
LGHQWLıHG� D� VDWLVI\LQJ� SURYLVLRQ� RI� VRFLDO� KRXVLQJ� WKURXJK� +RXVLQJ�
Associations. Nevertheless, there is a categorization of the area into 

ŗOHVV� GHVLUDEOH� VSDFHVŘ� GXH� WR� IDFWRUV� VXFK� DV� LWV� SUR[LPLW\� WR� WKH�
airport.

The stakes here is that the existing ethnic diversity may evolve to a 

great opportunity through suitable utilization. Creative consideration of 

ethnic diversity can be ‘a catalyst for the creation of innovative housing 

solutions that trigger new interactions between the inhabitants avoiding 

segregation and promoting egalitarian and inclusive relationships” 

�+RXVLQJ�DQG�'ZHOOLQJ��SDJH������%8��8UEDQ�$QDO\VLV��������

ŗ$W� WKLV� VFDOH� RXU� DUHD� DSSHDUV� DV� D� OHIWRYHU�� EHLQJ� DEVROXWHO\� DQ�
abandoned fenced space. Digging deeply, the area itself contains 

YDULRXV� REMHFWV� WKDW� DUH� WKH� UHVXOWV� RI� GLĳHUHQW� SKDVHV� WKURXJKRXW� LW�
history. It is recognized as a leftover also because it takes distance from 

what it is surrounded by. On the other hand it could be perceived as a 

threshold, considering this empty space and the buildings present as 

opportunities to innovation through new development. In conclusion 

as a critical practitioner, we need to consider how to active this huge 

OHIWRYHU�VSDFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��ORFDO��DQG�FLW\�VFDOH��WR�ıOO�WKH�
gap by engaging with leftovers and thresholds and the development 

context for both temporary use and long-term development.”

context and urban analysis
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7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�DUHD�WKURXJK�DOO� WKH�GLĳHUHQW� OHQVHV��UHYHDOHG�
several strengths and weaknesses of Silvertown Quay, which is a 

place experiencing massive changes. The most important trends 

REVHUYHG�ZDV�GLYHUVLW\��HWKQLF�DQG�HFRQRPLFDO���ODFN�RI�SK\VLFDO�DQG�
social connectivity and the current and long-term developments that 

are impacting the city-scape.

One thing is crucial: to confront the threats and to use the plans as 

RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� FUHDWH� ĲH[LEOH� VROXWLRQV� WKDW� HQKDQFH� YLEUDQF\��
empower the social fabric, break tangible and intangible barriers and 

reconnect the physical and social sphere.

 

context and urban analysis
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The SWOT analyses has been an useful tool to 

critically gather informations about the dynamics 

present in the area from the social, economic, cultural 

point of view. Classifying the data we have realized 

that the features are overlapped and intertwined, so 

it is unlikely to dispose them in just one category. 

The following scheme does attempt to show how 

the category are connected.
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repositioning Silvertown Quays Plan on our proposal

VISION

design principles and guidelines

timeline

2XU�YLVLRQ�LV�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�DQG�IXWXUH�ŗKXPDQ�IDEULFŘ�RI�WKH�

area in order promote a social exchange and start building a path to 

create a sense of ownership. The main focus is people ,therefore one 

of the core elements of the whole concept is based on a human scale 

network. The intention is to facilitate the connections of people and 

SODFHV��E\�SURYLGLQJ�GLĳHUHQW�VROXWLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�EUHDN�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�

intangible barriers. It is paramount to consider the area by itself and the 

context in which it is situated. That is why another critical aspect of the 

YLVLRQ�LV�WKH�DFFHVVLELOLW\�DQG�ĲH[LELOLW\�RI�VROXWLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�DGDSW�WR�WKH�

GLĳHUHQW�FKDQJHV�VXFK�DV�VHDVRQ��XVHV�DQG�WLPH�WR�QDPH�VRPH�

p
a

r
t th

r
e

e

VISION

P A R T 
T H R E E
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repositioning Silvertown Quays Plan on our proposal

It is essential to explain that already accepted proposal for the 

development of the Silvertown Quays served as basis for the proposals 

of the report. After an analysis of the Plan and the guidelines that were 

used to design it, we decided that we would keep most of it and propose 

some minor changes and extra interventions that we considered are 

very important and would enrich the whole concept.

 

As mentioned before, we considered that the guidelines of the Plan are 

very much sound with the approach we are taking. Therefore, is vital 

to present those principles from the Plan that we agree on and also 

our own input that in whole would make a more inclusive and with the 

people as the centre.
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area where we propose to remove the floating buildings
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7KH�PDLQ�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKH�3ODQ�LV�WR�PDNH�ŗD�SLHFH�RI�FLW\��ZLWK�PL[�RI�
activities, mutually reinforcing each other and a desire to make a legible, 

familiar and walkable piece of urban fabric while responding to local and 

GLVWDQW�VWUDWHJLF�YLHZV� �WR�7KDPHV�%DUULHU��&DQDU\�:KDUI��6LOR�'�HWF��
DQG�FUHDWLQJ�D�OHJLEOH�PHPRU\�RI�LQKHULWHG�ZDWHU�FRQGLWLRQVŘ�6LOYHUWRZQ�
Quays Outline Planning Application Design and Access Statement, 

�������7KHUHIRUH��ZH�UHFRJQLVH�KRZ�HVVHQWLDO�WKLV�SULQFLSOH�LV�DQG�WKDW�
is very inclusive basis for the whole master plan.

Below are listed some of the principles of the Plan that we considered 

are some of the most important and that connected directly with our 

vision and what our proposal is about.

Principle 1 - Creating a ‘piece of city’Silvertown Quays should grow into a piece of robust, legible and familiar urban 

fabric that is accessible for all, containing streets and spaces, a mixture of uses that support one another.

 

Principle 2 - Respecting the heritage of the site Retained heritage assets (Silo D, Millennium Mills and Rank Hovis) will 

be brought back into productive use. Parts of the docks, including bodies of water and sections of the existing dock 

wall, will become integral parts of the design and help determine character of Silvertown Quays.

 

Principle 3 - Establishing key views Within the site, strategic and glimpsed views to Silo D and Millennium Mills will 

organise the alignment of streets and distant views to Canary Wharf and the River Thames will be established. Buildings 

will be set out so that glimpses of water will be visible from within the urban fabric and from higher levels in buildings.

 

Principle 4 - Responding to primary transport connections The connections to Crossrail and the DLR will form a primary 

axis to form the armature of pedestrian movement and public activity.

 

Principle 5 - A new focus for the south of the docks The masterplan will help to provide a focus for public life, introducing 

new local retail and community uses and creating a mixed use focus that will be used by existing and new neighbours, 

including the communities in Britannia Village, Barrier Park East and Minoco Wharf/Royal Wharf.

(Silvertown Quays Outline Planning Application Design and Access Statement, 2014)

,QGLFDWLYH� 3KDVLQJ� 3ODQ� RI� 6LOYHUWRZQ� 4XD\V� �6LO-
vertown Quays Outline Planning Application De-

VLJQ�DQG�$FFHVV�6WDWHPHQW�������
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The Design Code will outline guidelines for the scale, form and 
appearance of the ‘floating’ pavilions.
(left) Homogeneous sculptural ‘floating’ pavilions, within the dock.
(right) Heterogeneous sculptural ‘floating’ pavilions, within the dock.

‘Brand’ pavilions to have sculptural and interactive character and 
entire building to be treated as ‘Brand’. 

(right) Denmark Pavilion, BIG, Bjarke Ingels, Shanghai Expo 2010
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area where we propose to remove the floating buildings

Regarding to the construction stage of Silvertown Quay Plan it is 

SURJUDPPHG� WR� VWDUW� WKLV� \HDU� DQG� ıQLVK� LQ� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� \HDUV��
,W�LV�RXWOLQHG�WR�EH�EXLOW�LQ�VHYHUDO�VWDJHV��VHH�ıJXUH����WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
ten years. Precisely this approach of phasing construction, served as 

the starting point for some one of the report proposals. Our proposal 

intends to use their construction by stages as a potentiality. The idea 

is work with this phasing programme and given temporary uses. The 

SURSRVDO�LV�WR�DGDSW�VRPH�VSDFHV�ZLWK�ĲH[LEOH�DQG�WHPSRUDU\�DFWLYLWLHV�
in order to give people the opportunity to start engaging and living the 

site even though is still under construction. A more in depth description 

is provided inside the proposal chapter of the report.
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Most of the principles of the Plan as mentioned before are in accordance 

ZLWK�RXU�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�DUHD��+RZHYHU��VRPH�FKDQJHV�WR�VRPH�DUHDV�DUH�
proposed and even though seem to be very punctual we consider 

it would enhance the vision. As it is in the case of the design for the 

3RQWRRQ� 'RFN�� SDUW� RI� WKH� GRFN� ZLOO� EH� UHıOOHG� DQG� LQFRUSRUDWHG� WR�
WKH�VLWH�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SDUW�ZLOO�NHHS�WKH�ZDWHU�IHDWXUH�EXW�ZLWK�ĲRDWLQJ�
buildings. After analysing this design of Pontoon Dock we decided 

to change proposal since we considered that massive buildings in 

that area interfere with the view and the human scale of this space. 

7KHUHIRUH��RXU�SURSRVDO�WDNLQJ�D�GLĳHUHQW�SDWK�WKDQ�ZKDW�LV�H[SODLQHG�LQ�
the Plan, however the details are explained in Chapter 8.

 In general, we considered that the Plan of the Silvertown Quays is very 

inclusive and takes into account many elements that correspond to our 

vision. The proposals of our report are trying to build up into the project 

RI�WKH�3ODQ�DQG�RĳHU�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�UHVSRQG�

)ORDWLQJ�%XLOGLQJV�SURSRVHG�IRU�3RQWRRQ�GRFN��6LOYHUWRZQ�4XD\V�2XWOLQH�3ODQQLQJ�$SSOLFD-

WLRQ�'HVLJQ�DQG�$FFHVV�6WDWHPHQW�������

SILVERTOWN QUAYS  |   DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT 173

View of a pavilion in the dock area

repositioning Silvertown Quays Plan on our proposal
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. making full use of unexploited land through temporary functions during the construction process phases

. develop an alternative usage to activate left over buildings and revive the surrounding area (pop-up shop, 

[LTWVYVY`�L_OPIP[PVU��THYRL[��JVUJLY[��V\[ZPKL�ÄST�^H[JOPUN�L[J��

��WYVWVZPUN�KPќLYLU[�ZVS\[PVUZ�HJJVYKPUN�[V�[OL�ZLHZVU�

. bridging the gap between community and local govenement in terms of perception

��JYLH[PUN�LќLJ[P]L�KLZPNU�I`�Z[HY[PUN�MYVT�[OL�JVTT\UP[`�Z�WLYJLW[PVUZ�HUK�[OYV\NO�WHY[PJPWH[VY`�WYVJJLZZ

. incremement local activities to promote local economy

. value the multi cultural feature present among local inhabitants to create an alternative 

social network, 

. encourage interconnection between preexisting communities and new residents, breaking 

the present intangible social barrier

. enhance sense of community or social cohesion and improve the interaction within 

community 

��HJ[P]H[PUN�HUK�VќLYPUN�W\ISPJ�ZWHJLZ�[OH[�PU]P[L�WLVWSL�[V�NH[OLY�HUK�NYHK\HSS`�L_WLYPLUJL�
the urban space in order to adopt it 

. inclusive and accessible transportation by all means (pedestrian, cycling, train, bus, etc) 

connecting leftover/unused spaces

. include technology as common tool to access information about the area in an alternative 

way

��ILULÄ[�MYVT�[OL�L_PZ[PUN�PU[HUNPISL�[OYLZOVSKZ�K\L�[V�ZVJPHS�KP]LYZP[PLZ�PU�[OL�HYLH��I`�\ZPUN�[OLT�HZ�H�Z[HY[PUN�
point to implement innovative programs 

. value the historic heritage of the area and revitalize existing leftovers 

. take advantage of the environmental features as peculiarity of the area itself that can enrich the people’s 

experiences of the urban space 

. Extend a

nd improve the already present and proposed future mobility systems to connect the physical and social 

aspects.

Create multi-dimensional 
connectivity breaking tangible 

and intangible barriers

propose interventions designed 
as flexible, sensitive and 

suitable to the context and the 
environment 

exploit and build on already 
present potentiality, converting 
the weaknesses into strengths
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STAGE ZERO

INTERVENTION SITES AND DESIGN RESPONSES

STAGE ONE

STAGE TWO

p
a

r
t fo

u
r

The Chapter describes the series of proposals and strategies that 

emerged from the principles and guidelines described in Chapter 9,  

intending to achieve the vision’s focus on people. The strategies are 

PHDQW�WR�EH�ĲH[LEOH��WHPSRUDU\�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH��$V�LW�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�
earlier, since the Silvertown Quays plan will be developed through 

GLĳHUHQW�SKDVHV��WKH�SURSRVHG�VWUDWHJLHV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�DOLJQ�WR�WKH�
same time frames so that they work together in a more comprehensive 

way.

 

7KH�LGHD�RI�SKDVLQJ�LV�D�ZD\�WR�SURYLGH�GLĳHUHQW�RSWLRQV�IRU�ERWK�WKH�
local people and the tourists to rediscover the area and create social 

QHWZRUNV��7KH�VWUDWHJLHV�FRPELQH�VSDWLDO��WHPSRUDU\��ĲH[LEOH��PRYHDEOH��
sustainable as well as technological elements. In addition, there is a 

great focus on leftover spaces’ transformation into potentialities and 

opportunities of intervention. Altogether the proposal objective is to 

KDYH�D�VLJQLıFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�PRUH�OLYHDEOH�DQG�YLEUDQW�
area for local people and tourists.

intervention sites and responses

STAGE THREE

STAGE FOUR

STAGE FIVE

P A R T 
F O U R
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7KH� LQWHUYHQWLRQ�ZLOO�EH� IRFXVHG�RQ�ıOOLQJ�XUJHQW�QHHGV� LQ� WKH�DUHD�ZLWK� WHPSRUDU\�SURMHFWV��FUHDWLQJ�D�FLUFXODU�
ĲRZ�IRU�ERWK�WRXULVWV�DQG�ORFDOV��7KH�DUW�LQVWDOODWLRQ�ZLOO�FUHDWH�D�ĲRZ�RI�SHRSOH�WR�XVH�WKH�XQXWLOLVHG�SRWHQWLDO�RI�
WKH�VLWH��7KH�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�HDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�GRFN�ODFN�RI�GLĳHUHQW�IDFLOLWLHV�VXFK�DV�EDVLF�UHVWDXUDQWV�DQG�
community gathering spaces. A new Farmer market on the eastern part of the Silvertown construction site will 

SURYLGH�UXVWLF��DĳRUGDEOH�IRRG�IRU�WKH�UHVLGHQWV��DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DFW�DV�D�JDWKHULQJ�SODFH�
The urban exploration app will be a source of information to enhance the residents to rediscover the area and 

to cycle around their neighbourhood. Tours around the area will lead residents to interesting sites such as the 

industrial factories and barrier park. The neighbourhood website will be another source of interaction for old and 

new residents.

FACILITATING LOCAL & TOURIST FLOW WITH SMALL INTERVENTIONS

N e w h a m 
w e b s i t e
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 local people/new inhabitants/visitors

opportunity to increase social interactions among people developing 

a sense of community / neighbourhood at the small scale

 Newham neighbourhood

.http://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/Strat-

IRUG�DQG�:HVW�+DP�&RPPXQLW\�1HLJKERXUKRRG�DVS[

permanent

8VLQJ� SUHH[LVWLQJ� IRXQGDWLRQV� RQ� WKH� 1HZKDP� ZHEVLWH�� D� QHZ�
platform for local interaction will be made. Through the website, 

local people can exchange and discuss information about local 

events, issues and opportunities. It will be the platform for various 

ORFDO�JURXSV� �VRFLDO��PXVLF��VSRUWV�� OHLVXUH�HWF����DQG�JLYH� LQGLYLGXDOV�
the opportunity to access timely information about various activities 

active in the neighbourhood. Overall, it will enhance interaction local 

SHRSOH�� FUHDWH� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� FRPELQDWLRQ� DPRQJVW� GLĳHUHQW�
local groups, and help to build a strong neighbourhood community.

target........................................

programs.........................

term...........................................................

EHQHÀW������������������

actors................................................
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 residents  / tourists

Provide information of the facilities and key data of the area 

Provide information of the activities

 Tool to connect people

Newham borough

 local community, 

national and international visitors 

local business 

London City Airport

hotels nearby

Short / medium / long

The aspect of technology is a very important element to take in account 

since it has become one of the most powerful and used tool of the last 

years. This element can be a crucial engine to overcome the intangible 

barriers that have been detected on the area. There is an evident 

fragmented zone around the Docklands, in the north part where Excel is 

located people do not really interact with areas from the east and south. 

The same happens with people that live in the south for instance Britannia 

Village. In order to prevent this kind of fragmentation the proposal is to use 

technological devices and software to provide information of the area. As 

a way to create routes of key places to people that live there and visitors.

target....................................................

term...................................................

EHQHÀW������������������������

actors....................................................

S i l v e r t o w n
Q u a y s
A p p 
Ma p S t a t i o n

. Create or search for a mobile app from the area with key places such 

as: Excel, hotels, transportation, historical buildings, among others. 

The app could give useful of information about those places, where 

are located, general data, historic information, comments as well as 

allowing people to introduce information of their experience on those 

sites.

. Install interactive maps stations in key places like in the London City 

Airport and Excel to give important information of what can be found 

on the surroundings as a way to inform people of the activities that can 

be done. It would attract more people and for visitors it will not only be 

a space of transit. In this station also information about the app would 

be shown. As well as information of the tours throughout the area that 

is explained in the proposal 

. The idea is to locate in key areas of the site information pillars with 

maps and important data of the place, such as facilities around, 

transportation, etc. It would contain similar information of the map 

VWDWLRQ� EXW� ZRXOG� QRW� EH� LQWHUDFWLYH�� +HUH� DOVR� WKH� DSS� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
could be displayed in order to provide people useful data.

stage[s] 5432100 1 2 3 4 5principles
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 residents  / tourists

local business increasing the economic trade at the small scale                                     

increase the usage of the public spaces 

opportunity to increase social interactions among people

Newham borough

  farmer market association 

�IDUPHUV��ıVKHUPHQ��JURZHUV�DQG�EDNHUV�
Farmers’ Retail and Markets Association

 

  http://www.lfm.org.uk

Farmer market every Sunday

medium / long

The Silver town quays farmer market will provide cheap, rustic food; an 

alternative option from the high-class restaurants in the new development. 

This will act as a gathering point for local residents, but at the same time 

give the area a strong characteristic for visitors as well. The market will 

EH�PRELOH��DQG�PRYH�DURXQG�WKH�QHLJKERXUKRRG�WR�HQIRUFH�GLĳHUHQW�
SODFHV�GXULQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�SKDVHV��/RFDO� IDUPHUV��ıVKHUPHQ��JURZHUV�
and bakers will participate, and  enhance the sustainability of the project.

target....................................................

programs...............................................

term........................................................

EHQHÀW���������������������

actors....................................................

S i l v e r t o w n
Q u a y s
F a r m e r
M a r k e t

stage[s] 5432100 1 2 3 4principles
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 residents  / tourists

Revitalise the public spaces 

Provide seats and protected spaces accessible also  

during the winter

 

Newham borough

�8QLYHUVLW\��H�J��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(DVW�/RQGRQ�
 Local Businesses 

 Local residents

 Local artists

 

  Public art competition: The goal is to infuse colour and vibrancy 

back into the beach community, which is so lively in the summer 

months, but tends to slow down come winter.

Series of installations and pavilions, including a set of bright red 

VZLQJV��EHQFKHV�HWF��7KH\�DUH�QRW�SHUPDQHQW�RQ�RQH�VSHFLıF�VSDFH��
they can be temporary or permanent, but can movable.  

short / long

These art installations will be designed and gain through a kind 

of art competition/event to provide amenities of beaches for local 

habitants and tourists, moreover, they can be an attraction for the 

whole city and advertising for this area. These temporary structure can 

provide shelter in the winter protected from the weather, and active 

the beach area, especially in winter. Because theses structure can 

movable, it can be relocated to other spaces in following phases. 

target....................................................

programs...................

term...........................................................

EHQHÀW����������������������������������������������

actors....................................................

A r t
Insta l lat ion

stage[s] 5432100 1 2 3 4 5principles stage[s] 5432100 1 2 3 4 5principles
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 local people/new inhabitants/visitors

'LVFRYHU�WKH�GLĳHUHQW�VLWHV�RI�WKH�DUHD
Opportunity to increase social interactions among people

 

 Newham borough

Community team volunteers

Community lead councillor

 

A walking around the area giving the possibility to new inhabitants to 

approach the urban context

 

(YHU\�ŗXUEDQ�H[SORUDWLRQŘ�ZLOO�DLP�WR�XQUHYHDO�QHZ�IHDWXUHV�RI�
6LOYHUWRZQ�DV�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD��(DFK�ZDON�ZLOO�WDNH�DERXW���KRXU�

long

This strategy is to promote the exploration of the site as a way to link 

places and people. This by creating guided tours around the area as 

SDUW�RI�WKH�SURJUDPPH�ŗ8UEDQ�([SORUDWLRQŘ��7KH�WRXUV�RI�WKLV�SURJUDPPH�
ZRXOG�EH�RI�WZR�W\SHV��ZDONLQJ�DQG�F\FOLQJ��7KHUH�ZRXOG�EH�GLĳHUHQW�
RSWLRQV�RI�WRXUV�WKDW�YLVLW�GLĳHUHQW�NH\�SODFHV��KLVWRULF�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�RWKHU�
features of the area in order to give the opportunity to people to discover 

what can be found in this area. The tours could also be a way to connect 

local people and visitors and start destroying the gap that exists today. 

target........................................

programs.....................

term................................................................

EHQHÀW���������������������������������������

actors..............................................

U r b a n
E xp lo ra t i o n
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The east side of the site will be under construction, leaving a large area of the east side vacant and left over. This 

will be used for large event spaces such as music festivals, bringing in together many people. The farmer market 

will be moved under the Connaught bridge, using the current left over space. The temporary tower looking over 

the construction site will be built and opened to the locals and the general public. The location will be on the east 

side so that it will stay there for the majority of the construction process.

A C T I V A T E  L A R G E  L E F T  O V E R  S P A C E S

S T A G E 
O N E
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 residents  / tourists

Explore the construction site

Enjoy of a panoramic view of the site and the Docklands

Opportunity to engage with the process of construction

Newham borough

  Silvertown Quays construction company

 

   It will open since the beginning of the 

construction and stay there almost to the end.

short

In order to start developing a sense of ownership since the beginning 

of the construction process and involve people in the whole 

UHGHYHORSLQJ�SURFHVV��WKH�SURSRVDO�LV�D�WHPSRUDU\�ŗ9LHZSRLQWŘ�� ,W� LV�D�
tower to be constructed in site where people will be able to get into 

to see the construction area and follow its progress. It will be located 

in a strategic area that gives a panoramic view of most of Silvertown 

Quays.  The intention is to invite people from the local community and 

visitors to engage with the area even though it is not  entirely built.

target....................................................

programs.....................................

term...............................................................

EHQHÀW���������������������������������������������

actors....................................................
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 residents  / tourists

making use of the vast left over space

 opportunity to increase social interactions among people

 opportunity to create strong iconic image of the place for travelers. 

Newham borough

  local clubs

 local groups

 local music school

local artists

 local residents

 

   music festival

smaller local music festival 

from May to September 

spontaneous indoor events during winter

,Q�SKDVH����D�ODUJH�SDUW�RI�WKH�VLWH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�XVHG�IRU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��LVRODWHG�
from close by residential areas. This gives the opportunity to host larger 

events such as outdoor music festivals in this space, taking advantage 

of the connectivity to central London. This will bring a large number of 

visitors and at the same time give a strong iconic image to the whole area.

This space can also be used to host smaller, local music 

festivals, produced by community groups with local volunteers 

as performers. The abandoned buildings such as the white 

dome in the area can be used as a gathering space and have 

indoor events during the winter, also hosted by local people. 

target....................................................

programs......................................................

term..................................................

EHQHÀW���������������������������������������

actors....................................................

S i l v e r t o w n
Q u a y s
M u s i c
F e s t i v a l
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3KDVH���ZLOO�VHH�WKH�ıUVW�QHZ�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�WKH�VLWH��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�3OD]D�FORVH�WR�WKH�PLOOHQLXP�PLOOV��DQG�YDULRXV�
shops surrounding them. A temporary food market will be installed in the plaza, complementing the new shops 

in the area and bringing in tourists. The market will also be an attraction for the residents in Britannia Village, and 

the new area. The new squares and public spaces will be explored as locations for the new and old residents to 

interact, while art installations will enhance this.

I N S T A L L A T I O N  F O R  O L D  A N D  N E W  R E S I D E N T S

S T A G E 
T W O
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7ZR�QHZ�ODUJH�UHVLGHQWLDO�VLWHV�ZLOO�EH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�3KDVH����EULQJLQJ�LQ�QHZ�UHVLGHQWV��7KHVH�UHVLGHQWV�ZLOO�XVH�
the northern part of the site that is not under construction, for communities activities such as barbecues to interact 

and build their new community.

This phase is also when the diagonal foot path across the Silvertown quays will be completed. To compliment this 

QHZ�WRXULVW�ĲRZ��DUW�LQVWDOODWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�SODFHG�DORQJ�WKH�SDWK�

BUILDING NEW LOCAL COMMUNITY & EXPANDING TOURIST SITE 
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 residents  / tourists

increase the usage of green area

 opportunity to increase social interactions among people

opportunity to develop a sense of ownership to the area 

Newham borough

  Rosetta art centre

. Firepower: The Royal Artillery Museum

. Museum of London Docklands

. The Newham London Waterfront Festival

free yoga classes 

concerts

 art interventions

 photos exposition 

 small music concerts

 taller textil

 workshops 

children activities 

   monthly from May to September 

The area consists of many parks, some preexisting and some 

inside the new Silvertown quays. Activities on such parks 

will enhance collaboration within communities, link various 

communities together and will be an additional attraction for visitors.

,Q� 3KDVH� ��� WZR� QHZ� ODUJH� UHVLGHQWLDO� DUHDV� ZLOO� EH� LQWURGXFHG��
This area consists of a few parks for private use, and two new 

parks for the general public. The new residents will make use of 

these, and the unused site on the North of their houses, to host 

community events. Such events will use local human resource, 

and can vary from free yoga classes to small music concerts.

target....................................................

programs...................................................

term............................................

EHQHÀW������������������������������������������

actors....................................................

P a r k
A c t i v i t i e s

stage[s] 543210 3 4 5principles



5756

N

p
a

r
t fo

u
r
 stageFO

U
R

p
a

r
t fo

u
r
 stageFO

U
R

7KH�6LOYHUWRZQ�TXD\V�ZLOO�KDYH�QHZ�ZDWHUIURQWV�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�VLWH��$�ĲRDWLQJ�FLQHPD�ZLOO�DFWLYDWH�WKLV�ZDWHU�
front for tourists and residents, turning the site into an attraction spot for all people. The leftover space under the 

connaught bridge will be used for a workshop where residents will place their ideas and needs, which will then be 

used as the basis for students to create an innovative proposal for the space.

A C T I V A T E  W A T E R  F R O N T

S T A G E  
F O U R
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 residents  / tourists

Promotion of art activities in the area 

Entertainment

Experience

Interaction with the water

Newham borough

�83�SURMHFWV�SURGXFWLRQ
Studio Weave

Newham Borough

Local People

Connection with other temporary Canal-side cinema

Festivals 

��ıOP��DUW��H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULYHU�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�DUHD�
   

Summer 

occasionally during the year

7KH� ĲRDWLQJ� FLQHPD� LV� D� SURMHFW� WKDW� ZLOO� SURPRWH� DUW� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ�
the area and encourage interaction with the waterfront. Local 

residents will have the opportunity to experience and interact with 

the water scenery in a creative way and build a sense of ownership 

with the space they live in. In addition, this will be an entertaining 

way for tourists and visitors to become familiar with the area.

7KH�ERDWŖV�ZLOO�GHSDUW�IURP�WKH�6RXWK�EDQN�RI�WKH�&DQDO��%RDWV�ZLOO�ĲRDW�
in the dock while images are projected on to the current blank wall of 

the ExCel, activating the threshold. In order to face potential audio and 

weather problems, passengers will be given headphones, and moving 

rooftops will be set up for both the screen and the boat. The use of 

the projector can be extended to several activities such as thematic art 

exhibitions and events to promote the inherent local history of the area.

target....................................................

programs...........................

term.............................................................

EHQHÀW����������������������������������������

actors....................................................

F l o a t i n g
C i n e m a
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/RFDO�SHRSOH��H[LVWLQJ�DQG�QHZ�FRPPXQLW\�FRPHUV���ŕŖRXWVLGHUVŖŖ

Breaking the social intangible barrier and building social links.

local economy

London Shipping Containers 

[http://www.londonshippingcontainers.co.uk/]

TFL – Transport for London

EDF Energy with

Newham Borough

Local Community

 

ethnic food stalls

trade

outdoor activities 

art exhibitions

collective cooking

HĴFLHQF\�DQG�UHOLDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�SURFHVV�WKURXJK�WKH�005�
based railroad energy harvester

XVH�RI�FRQWDLQHUV�DĳRUGDEOH�DSSURDFK

permanent

target.....................

sponsors.................

programs...................................................

term...........................................................

EHQHÀW�����������������������

actors.............................................

P e r m a n e n t 
S h i p p i n g 
C o n t a i n e r 
Market Project
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8SRQ�GHYHORSLQJ�DQ�XUEDQ�DQDO\VLV�IURP�WKH�VWDJH���UHSRUW�RI�6LOYHUWRZQ�
Quays and its context through ‘Leftovers and Thresholds’, one of the 

weaknesses that emerged through our perception is its current wide 

social barrier. Most of our study area holds gated communities, which 

holds a distance in relation to its social dynamics and the physical 

connotation within the surrounding areas.

Silvertown Quays new plan of action sets out ambitions and visions of 

new developments that will meet future needs of the area. Silvertown 

Quay’s new developments structure and framework seeking to create 

DQ� XUEDQ� EUDQG� GLVWULFW� UHĲHFWV� D� WKUHDWHQLQJ� LPDJH� RQ� LWV� FXUUHQW�
surrounding neighborhoods. Rather than bridging a link between 

the existing social barriers, this urban transition will rather create an 

intangible isolation barrier, transmitting a feeling of detachment, and 

creating a bigger void in he social sphere.

At the moment Woolwich Road acts as a barrier separating Britannia 

village from Thames park, by activating this public space on a bigger 

permanent scale, this will transition the area from a barrier into a 

WKUHVKROG��LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�ĲRZ�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�VRXWK�VLGHV�
to a middle meeting point.

P e r m a n e n t 
S h i p p i n g 
C o n t a i n e r 
Market Project
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12.0m

11.0 m

Market Elevation

6WDJH� �� SURSRVHV� D� SHUPDQHQW� VKLSSLQJ� FRQWDLQHU� PDUNHW� SURMHFW��
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ıQDO�SURGXFW�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�IDUPHUV�
market developed through the previous stages. The permanent market 

project will be situated on Woolwich Road underneath the present DLR 

railways bridge. The location of the market underneath the railway station 

ZLOO�EHQHıW� IURP�DQ�HQHUJ\�HĴFLHQW�VXVWDLQDEOH�V\VWHP��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
�0DWXV��7KH�005��0HFKDQLFDO�0RWLRQ�5HFWLıHU��UDLOZD\�HQHUJ\�KDUYHVWV�
and captures irregular oscillatory vibrations of the railroad tracks, every 

time a train passes, and converts the irregular vibration motion into 

normal unidirectional motion, which can be harvested as electricity and 

XVHG�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW�RĳHULQJ�VLJQLıFDQW�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�KLJK�HĴFLHQF\�DQG�
high reliability. The MMR based railroad energy harvester can harness 

���� ZDWWV� RI� HOHFWULF� HQHUJ\� IURP� WUDLQ�LQGXFHG� WUDFN� GHĲHFWLRQV� WR�
power the electrical devices.

The use of containers blends into the existing industrial look-a-like 

area, making it a soft approach that is not perceived as a threat on the 

area. The implementation of these containers into market cells is an 

DĳRUGDEOH�SURFHVV�WKDW�KROGV�D�NHHQ�DZDUHQHVV�WR�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
issues and values. These containers are built from low cost, low-energy, 

shipping containers, playfully designed, with a focus on sustainability 

DQG�HĴFLHQF\�

In conclusion, the projection of this project will revive the area by 

bridging the gap between the communities, and enhancing the sense 

of this intangible cohesion by interconnecting preexisting communities 

with the new residents. This will create a social network where people 

can work, play, exchange knowledge, learn, create and promote the 

ORFDO�HFRQRP\�IURP�WKH�GLĳHUHQW�SURJUDPPHV�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW�
which range from ethic food stalls with collective cooking, trade, art 

exhibitions and outdoor activities.
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CONCLUSION
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The core element of our project is based on enhancing the existing 

DQG�IXWXUH�ŗKXPDQ�IDEULFŘ�7KLV�DV�D�ZD\�WR�UHYLYH�WKH�DUHD�E\�EULGJLQJ�
WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�GLĳHUHQW�QHWZRUNV��DQG�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKLV�
intangible cohesion by interconnecting pre-existing communities with 

the new residents. 

The project is conducted through small interventions that have as 

EDVLV� WKH� HOHPHQWV� RI� ĲH[LELOLW\� DQG� FKDQJH�� 7KH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� WKLV�
key aspect is to respond to the needs of the present moment but also 

to be able to adapt and mold to the social and physical changes that 

can emerge through time. That can be lead by the locals, bringing 

large projects together. Small physical interventions will bridge the hard 

and enormous constructions, while local events will connect the new 

and existing residents together. In addition, it is crucial to build on the 

SRWHQWLDOLWLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�RĳHU�RXU�VLWH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�

On a concluding note, this project can be said to be a mere suggestion. 

The small interventions can be altered, substituted and progressed 

through the communities creative thinking. The core is for the people to 

appreciate their neighbourhood, interconnecting through their diverse 

society, and to form a strong community that takes action to make the 

area their own.

conclusion
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