
Archive

The archive on Cosmopolitan Development collects and organises the work, research and teaching material of Michael 

Safier, one of the most influential figures of the Development Planning Unit, from the early 1990s to 2006. 

The archive contains a wealth of material relating to Safier’s intellectual contribution to the international debate on 

cosmopolitanism and his innovative pedagogical approach developed at DPU that formed the basis for the MSc 

programme Cosmopolitan Development. The archive displays Michael’s early articles on cosmopolitan city in the 

1990s, his work about Jerusalem and Sarajevo, and the teaching material he authored for the MSc Cosmopolitan 

Development. The archive also includes interviews with Michael, photographs he has taken and collected and other 

relevant material. All files available are free to download. The archival material was collected during January-April 

2015 by the research team formed by Giovanna Astolfo, Sigi Atteneder and Giulia Carabelli. 

This project was made possible by the patient collaboration and engaged supervision of Michael Safier.

Micheal Safier is a key figure in the Development Planning Unit who dedicated his life, investigation, teaching activity 

and professional practice to urban planning development, around the practice of cosmopolitan planning. In 1970 he 

was appointed Lecturer at the Architectural Association, London, Department of Development and Tropical Studies. In 

1972 the Department transferred to University College London, where Micheal continued teaching until 2006. It was 

from here that he articulated his influential concepts of ‘urbicide’ and ‘cosmopolitan planning’ ‘room of manouvre’ 

and, alongside his teaching, participating as consultant or adviser on numerous important workshops, missions and 

Overseas Development Administration projects. 
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From early 1990s to 2006



Writings 1993-2006 - Cosmo Dev

1. Safier M., (1993) The case for Cosmopolitan 

Studies, Understanding the cultural dimension 

of Urban Development. MEMORANDUM. 

2. Safier M., (1994) The cosmopolitan 

challenge for urban civilisation. SYNOPSIS

3. Safier M., (1994) A cosmopolitan covenant 

for Sarajevo. 

4. Safier M., (1994) A cosmopolitan 

Development programme for Sarajevo 1994-

96. DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION. DPU

5. Safier M., (1996) Planning in the face of 

cultural conflict in cities: an ethics for the 

emerging cosmopolitan era. Paper: ACSP-

AESOP 2nd Joint International Congress 

Toronto, July 1996.

6. Safier M., (1997) The role of Nicosia 

in North Cyprus Tourism. A report on a 

visit to North Cyprus for the University of 

North London Consultancy Team. REPORT. 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH LONDON.

7. Safier M., (1998) Historic cities in the 

coming cosmopolitan era. Developmental 

conservation, social organisation and conflict 

resolution in the historic centres of divided 

cities. Paper: International conference: Shelter 

and revitalisation of old and historic urban 

centres, Havana, Cuba, 30/03-3/04/1998

8. Safier M., (1998) The future of Sarajevo in 

the cosmopolitan era. The role of cities in 

promoting civic identity and civil society in a 

global economy and multicivilisational world 

order. International conference: The Bosnian 

Paradigm. Sarajevo, November 1998

9. Safier M., (2003) Can there be a 

global ethic for the new millennium? A 

civic cosmopolitan response. LECTURE. 

ST.CATHERINE CONFERENCE.

10. Safier M.,(2004) Convivencia. The search for 

principles and practices of cross-cultural co-

existence, conviviality and celebration at the 

dawn of the new millennium. LEVERHULME 

TRUST SYMPOSIUM.

11. Safier M., (2004) The bridge, the boulevard, 

the mount and the wall. The contested 

spaces of cosmopolitan urbanism and the 

search for intercultural co-existence in a multi-

civilisational world order.  

12. Safier M., (2005) Securing the right to the 

city: the case for civic cosmopolitanism. 

International public debate ‘Urban 

policies and the right to the city’. DRAFT 

PROCEEDINGS. UNESCO PARIS

13. Safier M., (2005) Cosmopolitan development 

planning. A manual of planning process 

methodology. Promoting the advancement of 

equivalent difference in intercultural relations. 

A crucial component in urban policy, 

planning and management in multicultural 

and divided cities. 

14. Safier M., (2006) Cosmopolitanism, 

cosmopolitan development and urban 

planning. DPU heritage lecture, 5/12/2006

15. Safier M.,(SINE DATA) Transformative 

violence? Can we forge an ethics of 

intervention in the face of extreme histories 

and continuing conflicts in the shared spaces 

of life. SEMINAR ‘EXTREME HISTORY’. UCL

16. Safier, M., (SINE DATA) Contemporary issues 

and future prospects of urban development in 

the perspective of globalisation. RESEARCH 

OUTPUT 1. ACE-PHARE PROJECT ‘THE 

CHANCES FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION 

OF BOSNIAN CITIES’.  



1. S. Meikle and M. Safier (eds) (1989) 

Cities and People: Can We Plan the Future. 

WORKING PAPER NO.57, DPU, London, 

pages 19-24

2. Safier, M.,(2006) The dynamics of 

peripheral development and policy. 

‘Cumulative causation’ in core-periphery 

relations - from Myrdal to the Millennium 

1957-2006. Panel session ‘Theorising the 

peripheral/regional policy’

3. Safier, M., (SINE DATA) Exploring the ‘room 

for manoeuvre’ for ‘drivers of change’: 

Promoting Sustainable Progress in Urban 

Areas. 

4. Safier, M., (SINE DATA) The inter-

dimensional analysis of urban development: 

a Guide to the Organisation of Cases and 

Their Linkage. 

5. Safier, M, (2000), Planning traditions in 

urban affairs. LECTURE.  MSC URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING. DPU.

6. Safier M., (2005), Development as a Process 

of Universal Transformation: From European 

Exceptionalism to Global Equivalence.  

LECTURE NOTES ON DEVELOPMENT IN 

PRACTICE. DPU

7. Safier, M., (2014) Towards a history of 

urban development planning: An interim 

report, DPU-Associates Working Paper, DPU, 

London

Writings 1993-2006 - Other


