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Approach

As mass urbanisation plays out across the globe, 
cities and their derivative operations are shaping the 
Earth at an unprecedented scale. Urban processes 
have surpassed natural processes as the lead driver 
of geomorphic, atmospheric, and ecological change in 
what has been heralded as a new geologic epoch, the 
Anthropocene. 

The distinction between city and landscape as we know 
it no longer exists. Road building, housing construction, 
agricultural production, resource supply, and leisure 
opportunities are among those demands generated by 
urban populations that are now shaping a territory well 
beyond the traditional urban perimeter. We regard this 
expanded field, this anthropogenic topography, to be the 
territory of urbanism. In this context, Research Cluster 
11 explores the relations between urban and landscape 
systems to reframe our understanding of urbanism on a 
territorial and geological scale. 

Along with the dissolution of boundaries between city 
and countryside, there is a simultaneous blurring of 
disciplinary boundaries within the design professions 
necessitated by this increasingly complex and layered 
urban territorial condition. Through an interdisciplinary 
approach, Research Cluster 11 will deploy a range of 
tools from architecture, landscape, and urban design 
to address this anthropogenic topography. Synthesizing 
open-ended landscape process with urban systems and 
cultural experience, students will challenge established 
notions of city, infrastructure, and landscape, and 
project alternative flexible yet directive patterns for 
future urbanisation. We will explore how urban systems 
and infrastructures can be informed by landscape 
processes to enable new resiliencies, new cultural 
relevance, and new productivities, and ultimately, how 
these novel hybrid systems may structure models of 
future urban living.

This cluster will investigate a transect of urban–peri-
urban–rural transitions extending beyond the traditional 
metropolitan boundary, with the understanding of 
urbanism as a territorial, land forming process. As urban 
designers, we are geomorphic agents. 

Considering infrastructure to be the structuring element 
of urban territories, we will explore a new approach 
to (landscape) master planning based on hybrid 
landscape-infrastructure systems. We will use the 
embedded intelligence of landscape systems—including 
geomorphological processes, ecological processes, and 
natural systems—to inform the organisation of urban 
and peri-urban environments over time, taking into 
account the competing urban, cultural, and ecological 
functions within the urban territory. 

Students will begin by studying a specific infrastructural 
layer and landscape process in isolation, to understand 
the structure and potential symbiotic relations between 
the two systems, and subsequently expand the study to 
understand and index associated flows that take place 
on the territorial scale as well as their feedback into 
local, human environments. Students will evaluate these 
systems and flows through various metrics, in order to 
transform them from isolated, mono-functional layers to 
novel, integrated systems. 

Students will be asked to look at the territorial 
and regional context as a scale of ecological, 
geomorphological, and anthropogenic observation, 
while applying the logic of natural systems to their 
site-specific interventions. Prototypes of new urban 
models and infrastructures will be derived from open-
ended natural processes, challenging the perceived 

and physical relationship between city and landscape. 
This methodology implies a way of thinking about the 
city as a process over time, and will generate evolving 
future urban models embedded with the intelligence 
of dynamic landscape systems. Through cartographic 
projections, physical modelling, dynamic simulations, 
and transect studies, students will explore regional 
synergies and patterns of urbanisation in the urban 
territory. Each project will address telescopic scales of 
intervention, from the regional to small-scale, human 
environments.  

While considering a regional approach to the urban 
territory, our work will ultimately focus on the 
peri-urban threshold. This zone provides critical 
infrastructural, cultural, and ecological functions, and 
yet is continuously facing pressure of development 
by market-driven urbanisation. After reviewing and 
evaluating international and historic examples of this 
threshold condition, design propositions will investigate 
the politically contentious Green Belt zones in the 
UK as sites for critical investigation, exploration, and 
innovation. Despite the dynamism of both urban and 
landscape systems, the Green Belts attempt to delimit a 
fixed perimeter to the urban centre, explicitly embodying 
the contested peri-urban threshold. The cluster will 
challenge the legacy and future of these Green Belts 
while exploring the effects they produce on surrounding 
territories, and project transformations both within and 
adjacent to or beyond these perimeter zones. Through 
design proposition, evolutions in this threshold condition 
will suggest new forms of future urban living within the 
UK’s anthropogenic topographies. 


