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ABSTRACT: This talk follows the
Intertwined paths of Gene Swenson and Jill
Johnston—art critics who were prominent
voices within New York's art world in the
sixties, but who tend to occupy only the
margins and footnotes of art history. Drawing
from a rich archive of underground
newspapers, recordings and photographs, |
trace how Swenson and Johnston used
antipsychiatric insights to experiment with
ways of being unintelligible and
disintegrated in response to a world that
demands clarity and punishes difference. |
. tic,” analyze how they marshalled art world
o isenstins el o spaces and the pages of underground
newspapers to assemble queer lives in an
Inhospitable world.
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