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1. MODULE OVERVIEW

Module description

This  course  trains  students  in  identification  and  interpretation  of  primary  archaeological
evidence from the ancient Near East  (=Mesopotamia, the Levant, Anatolia/Turkey, Iran, the
Arabian Gulf, and Arabia).  Periods covered are the Middle Bronze Age to the end of the Iron
Age (ca. 2000-539 BC).  The primary data consist of  (1) published site and survey reports;
(2) archaeological artefacts from collections held by the Institute of Archaeology; (3) selected
unpublished data from Institute research projects. The aim is to teach students how to analyse
primary evidence relating to research problems in cultural transformations in the Near East:
migrations; trade and diplomatic contacts; the evolution of urban and rural societies; and the
rise of major empires are themes covered. While other parts of the world were undergoing
some similar transformations as those outlined, the Near East continued to play an important
role in these themes and has been used by scholars from different fields in discussing how
these events have shaped human history. 

Learning Outcomes

After completion of the course students should: (1) understand the nature of primary evidence
from ancient Near Eastern sites covering the Middle Bronze through the Iron Ages/post-Iron 
Age; (2) be able to identify material culture from these periods as to region and sub-period;  
(3) understand how to critique and use artefacts and other primary evidence in formulating 
research questions and research designs on major cultural transformations within the 
discussed periods; (4) be able to carry out their own research on objects or fieldwork for the 
areas and periods covered; (5) be able to write original papers and to make effective 
presentations on primary data. 

Methods of Assessment

See schedule for due dates and the separate section on essay topics. Assessment is based on 
two essays; the first essay is 1000 words and the second essay is 3000 words. The first 
assessment is 30% of the final grade and the second is 70%. Essay 1 will be a critique/review 
of a site report, a survey report, or an existing material culture study (choices are shown in 
session outlines below). Essay 2 will be an original research paper, incorporating analysis of 
primary evidence, on a topic devised jointly by the student and the course coordinator. For 
Essay 2, each student will give a brief preliminary presentation (not assessed) on the 
proposed research design for the research paper, before the paper is written. Feedback from 
other students and from the course coordinator will assist the student in producing the final 
result. This will be an example of group learning; peer-assisted learning; and the teaching of 
research design, which will contribute to preparation for MA dissertation work. If students 
are unclear about the nature of an assignment, they should discuss this with the Module Co-
ordinator.  

Students are not permitted to re-write and re-submit essays in order to try to improve their
marks.   However,  students  may  be  permitted,  in  advance  of  the  deadline  for  a  given
assignment, to submit for comment a brief outline of the assignment.  

The Module Co-ordinator is willing to discuss an outline of the student's approach to the
assignment, provided this is planned suitably in advance of the submission date. The nature
of the assignment and possible approaches to it will be discussed in class, in advance of the
submission deadline.



Communications

1. Moodle is the main hub for this course. 

• Important  information  will  be  posted  by  staff  in  the Announcements  section  of  the
Moodle page and you will automatically receive an email notification for these. 

• For personal queries, please contact the co-ordinator by email. 

Week-by-week summary 

The weekly schedule should now be set as Weeks 1–11.

Week  Date  Topic Lecturers 

1 10/1/2024 Introduction
How the Near East transformed at the end of the 
Early Bronze
The Middle Bronze Age World: Trade, Migration,
and War 

Mark
Altaweel

2 17/1/2024 The Middle Bronze in Mesopotamia
The Middle Bronze in Iran, the Gulf, and Arabia

Mark
Altaweel

3 24/1/2024 The Middle Bronze in the Levant
The Middle Bronze in Anatolia

Georgia
Andreou

4 31/1/2024 From the Middle Bronze to the Late Bronze: Broad 
Themes and Topics
The Diplomatic Age

Mark
Altaweel

5 7/2/2024 The Late Bronze in Mesopotamia
The Late Bronze in Iran, the Gulf, and Arabia

 Mark
Altaweel

6 READING WEEK 

7
21/2/2024 The Late Bronze in the Levant

The Late Bronze in Anatolia
Georgia
Andreou

8

28/2/2024 The Iron Age: The Emergence of Large Empires
A Material Culture of Empire

Mark
Altaweel

9 6/3/2024 The Iron Age of Mesopotamia
The Iron Age of Iran
The Iron Age of Arabia and the Gulf

Mark
Altaweel

10
13/3/2024 The Iron Age in the Levant

The Iron Age in Anatolia
Georgia
Andreou

11
20/3/2024 The Age of Universalism and Universal Empires Mark

Altaweel

Lecturers (or other contributors)
Mark Altaweel (MA)



Georgia Andreou (GA)

Weekly Module Plan 

The module is taught through lectures and discussions. Students will be required to undertake
set readings and complete pre-class activities in order to be able to actively participate in the
discussion.

Workload

Class sessions: 20 hours. Reading: ca. 80 hours. Producing assessed work: ca. 50 hours. Total
for course: ca. 150 hours.

ASSESSMENT

Essay 1: Book Review (1000  words) (30  %; due 1/3/2024)  

Select one archaeological book or long article (i.e., those that are near or typically the length 
of books) report concerning excavations conducted, presentation of material cultures, or 
larger argument using material culture to discuss a region or regions in the Near East in a 
given period. You may select any book from the weekly readings, including required reading 
and other suggested readings. If you want to select anything not listed in the reading list you 
must talk to the course coordinator for approval. The book review should be formatted as a 
professional book review, as if for a journal. The readership would, therefore, be 
knowledgeable professionals in Near Eastern archaeology. The emphasis is on critique and 
assessment of how the work contributes to, or fits in with, recent related research (as revealed
by other recent works). For example, if you are reviewing something published in 1995, you 
want to discuss in what ways later publications render the book out of date or perhaps 
diminish some of the evidence presented. Consider methods of excavation or survey; how the
results change the overall picture of the period in question; whether the data contradict or 
agree with other recent evidence from the period. You are trying to critique the intellectual 
substance of the work in the context of the current state of research, with emphasis on 
methods of research/analysis and quality of data. For examples of reviews, see major journals
and how they structure reviews. The Moodle site will also have review examples. If there are 
existing reviews for a given volume, you should discuss how your review differs from the 
other review(s). Include criticism of problem orientation, aims, methods, data analysis, 
results, interpretations. Finally, discuss the strongest or best chapters/sections.

Essay 2:  Research Essay (  2  000 words) (70%; due   22  /4/2  024  )  

The research essay should be an attempt to write an original, short, publishable paper for a 
journal. Choose a topic that interests you and see the course coordinator to discuss it. Be sure 
that the topic you choose does not involve any overlap with what you have written in the 
Book Review (i.e., Essay 1) or other essays in courses.

Part of the assessment will be on how well you formulate your research question. Research 
questions should not be descriptive, too basic, too limited or narrow in scope, or based on 
unexamined or simplistic theoretical assumptions. The essay should support or refute a given 
argument or position. You should address a research question, decide your position, and 



defend your views using reasonable evidence.

In addressing the topic, your goal is to find artefacts or primary data to work with directly 
(e.g., in IoA collections, settlement surveys and material culture from publications, or you 
could also consider other museum collections). State the research design at the beginning (in 
introductory paragraphs), as follows:

1.  The research problems/questions.
2.  The data you have chose in order to address them.
3.  A discussion/defence of what and why you chose those data (e.g., this includes scope, type
of data, quality of data, sampling problems, etc.).
4. The methodology you will use in order to address the problem. For example, comparisons 
of certain units such as features, architecture, sites, regions, or other archaeological features 
(large or small).
5. Then do the analysis.
6. Finally, provide a discussion and/or conclusion.

Do not just write a description/critique of other works. You are trying to provide your own 
analysis and approach and assess wider implications of the results on the Near East and 
archaeology. Provide details of the evidence, use citations where data presentations are long, 
but summarise relevant parts of the data, and present adequately the problems or possibilities 
of data utilised. Use concrete, specific examples in the archaeological record where relevant. 
The use of charts, diagrams, or illustrations to highlight your points is strongly encouraged.

Please consult with the course coordinator on a topic or if you have general questions. Chose
on a topic from one of the following regions:

RESOURCES AND PREPARATION FOR CLASS

Preparation for class

You  are  expected  to  read  the  Essential  Readings  as  well  as  attend  class  each
week. Completing the readings is essential for your effective participation in the activities and
discussions that we will do, and it will greatly enhance your understanding of the material
covered. Further readings are provided for you to get a sense of the range of current work
on a given topic and for you to draw upon for your assessments.

GENERAL WORKS FOR BACKGROUND AND REFERENCE

Introductory Texts

Altaweel, Mark, and Andrea Squitieri. 2018. Revolutionizing a World: From Small  States to 
Universalism in the Pre-Islamic Near East. London: UCL Press. 

https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/87846. (see Chapter 2 for timespan covered in 
course).

Chavalas, Mark W., ed. 2012. Women in the Ancient Near East: A Sourcebook. Routledge 

https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/87846


Sourcebooks for the Ancient World. London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY B 65 CHA

Gates, Charles. 2003. Ancient Cities: The Archaeology of Urban Life in the Ancient
 Near East and Egypt, Greece and Rome. London ; New York: Routledge.

Glatz, C. 2020. The Making of Empire in Bronze Age Anatolia: Hittite Sovereign Practice, 
Resistance, and Negotiation. 1st ed. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Greenberg, R. 2019. The Archaeology of the Bronze Age Levant: From Urban Origins to the 
Demise of City-States, 3700–1000 BCE. 1st ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
eBook access available.

Howland, M.D., Tauxe, L., Gordin, S., Altaweel, M., Cych, B., Ben-Yosef, E., 2023. 
Exploring geomagnetic variations in ancient mesopotamia: Archaeomagnetic study of 
inscribed bricks from the 3rd–1st millennia BCE. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 120, 
e2313361120. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2313361120

Liverani, Mario. 2014. The Ancient Near East: History, Society and Economy. London ; New 
York: Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group. ANCIENT HISTORY B 5 LIV.

Podany, Amanda H. 2014. The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction. Very Short 
Introductions. Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press.

Potts, D.T. (e.d.). 2012. A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. 
Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. INST ARCH DBA 100 POT. Read only chapters for basic 
background on Near East archaeology.

Radner and Potts (eds). 2020-22. Oxford History of the Ancient Near East. See series and 
volume online in reading list.

Sagona, A.G., Zimansky, P.E., 2009. Ancient Turkey. Routledge, London. INST ARCH 
DBC 100 SAG

   
Snell, Daniel C. 2020. A Companion to the Ancient Near East. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781119362500. eBook access available. 

Yasur-Landau, A., Cline, E.H., and Rowan, Y. 2018.. The Social Archaeology of the Levant: 
From Prehistory to the Present. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. eBook access 
available.

Selected Journals 
Akkadica, Anatolian Studies; Anatolica; Anatolica Antiqua ; Annales archéologiques arabes
syriennes (AAAS) ; Annual of the Dept. of Antiquities of Jordan (ADAJ) (Jordan); Arabian
Archaeology  and  Epigraphy;  Arabian  Studies;  Arastirma  Sonuçlari  Toplantîsî  (AST) ;
Bulletin  d'Archéologie  et  d'Architecture  Libanaises  (BAAL);  Berytus ;  Bulletin  of  the
American Society of Oversears Research (BASOR); Excavations & Surveys in Israel; Israel
Exploration Journal;  Iraq;  Iran;  Journal  of  Mediterranean Archaeology;  Journal  of  Oman
Studies;  Kazi  Sonuçlari  Toplantîsî  (KST);   Levant;  Near  Eastern  Archaeology  (formerly
Biblical  Archaeologist);  Paléorient;  Palestine  Exploration  Quarterly,  Proceedings  of  the

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781119362500


Seminar  for  Arabian  Studies;  Studies  in  the  History  &  Archaeology  of  Jordan  (SHAJ)
(Jordan);  Syria.  Also,  see  science  (e.g.,  Journal  of  Archaeological  Science,  Journal  of
Archaeological Method and Theory) and heritage (Journal of Cultural Heritage) journals for
other topics covered that overlap with Near East Areas. 

Libraries and Resources

The Institute of Archaeology library; UCL’s other libraries (e.g., Main, Hebrew, Watson, esp.
Anthropology). Other useful libraries: the British Museum, the Palestine Exploration Fund
(PEF), SOAS, Senate House; the British Library. A letter is required to use some of these.
Note: the PEF is inexpensive and has a superb library: http://www.pef.org.uk/.

SYLLABUS

Session 1: 10 January 2024
Session Lecturer: MA

Introduction
How the Near East transformed at the end of the Early Bronze
The Middle Bronze Age World: Trade, Migration, and War 

Summary:  We review the major events that closed the Early Bronze Age, including social 
and environmental reasons as to why major transformations between the third and second 
millennium BC occurred. We consider the Near East setting at the end of the third 
millennium and how it sets the stage for major cultural transformations in the second and first
millennium.

We also consider major themes in the Middle Bronze Age. Throughout this course, we
will look at major periods by looking at common themes and the overall setting in the Near
East. Therefore, we will always try to integrate and tie the regional sequences and material
cultural expressions. Having a combination of detailed regional material cultural remains and
broader themes that cover multiple regions will allow one to understand broader theoretical
issues  while  also  having some knowledge  of  regional  sequences  used  to  demonstrate  or
counter these major themes. In this first week, we see how themes of trade, migration, and
war play a major role in the material culture that spanned this period. How are these themes
relevant and what ways would you expect material cultural to express or demonstrate these
themes?

Note: readings marked with an asterisk are considered essential readings for the course 
session.

Methodology (general background to use of material culture in research)

Hodder, I (e.d.). 1982. Symbolic and Structural Archaeology. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. Chapters 1-3 and 5. INST ARCH AH HOD



Hurcombe, L. 2007. Archaeological Artefacts and Material Culture. Routledge. INST ARCH
AH HUR

Knappett, C. 2005. Thinking through Material Culture: An Interdisciplinary Perspective. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. (Should be available in  IOA library).

The End of the Early Bronze Age

*Cooper, L. 2010. The demise and regeneration of Bronze Age urban centers in the 
Euphrates Valley of Syria. In: G. Schwartz and J.J. Nichols (Eds.), After Collapse: The 
Regeneration of Complex Societies. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. Pp. 18-37. INST 
ARCH BD SCH

Jacobsen, T. and Adams, R.M. Salt and silt in ancient Mesopotamian agriculture. Science 
128(3334):1251-1258.

Pustovoytov, Konstantin, and Simone Riehl. 2016. “The Early Bronze Age/Middle Bronze 
Age Transition and the Aquifer Geography in the Near East.” Journal of Archaeological 
Science 69 (May): 1–11. doi:10.1016/j.jas.2016.02.005.

Weiss, H. (Ed.). 2017. Megadrought and collapse: From early agriculture to Angkor. Oxford 
University Press (look at Near East chapters for general background).

The Middle Bronze Age World: Trade, Migration, and War

   

Arbuckle, Benjamin S., and Emily L. Hammer. 2019. “The Rise of Pastoralism in the Ancient
Near East.” Journal of Archaeological Research 27, no. 3: 391–449. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10814-018-9124-8.

Barjamovic, G. 2022. Before the Kingdom of the Hittites: Anatolia in the Middle Bronze Age.
In K. Radner, N. Moeller, & D. T. Potts (Eds.), The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East: 
Volume II (1st ed., pp. 497–565). Oxford University PressNew York. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190687571.003.0017.

Barjamovic, G. 2018. Interlocking commercial networks and the infrastructure of trade in 
Western Asia during the Bronze Age. In Kristiansen, K., Lindkvist, T., and Myrdal, J. (eds.), 
Trade and civilisation: economic networks and cultural ties from prehistory to the Early 
Modern era. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 113–142

Barjamovic, G. 2011. A Historical Geography of Anatolia in the Old Assyrian Colony Period.
University of Copenhagen. ANCIENT HISTORY QUARTOS E 58 BA

Burke, Aaron A. 2008. “Walled up to Heaven”: The Evolution of Middle Bronze Age 
Fortification Strategies in the Levant. Studies in the Archaeology and History of the Levant 4.
Winona Lake, Ind: Eisenbrauns.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10814-018-9124-8


Greenberg, R. 2019. The Archaeology of the Bronze Age Levant: From Urban Origins to the 
Demise of City-States, 3700–1000 BCE. 1st ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 
180-271 (Chapter 5).

*Homsher, Robert S., and Melissa S. Cradic. 2017. “The Amorite Problem: Resolving an 
Historical Dilemma.” Levant 49 (3): 259–83. doi:10.1080/00758914.2017.1418038.

   
Huang, He. 2018. “The Route of Lapis Lazuli: Lapis Lazuli Trade From Afghanistan to Egypt
During Mid-Late Bronze Age.” In Proceedings of the 2018 4th Annual International 
Conference on Modern Education and Social Science (MESS 2018). Wuhan, China: Atlantis 
Press. doi:10.2991/mess-18.2018.73.

Larsen, M.T. 2000. The Old Assyrian city-state. In: M. H. Hansen (e.d.), A Comparative 
Study of Thirty City-State Cultures. The Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters. 
Copenhagen. Pp. 77-87. INST ARCH BC 100 Qto HAN

Margueron, J.-C. 1995 ‘Mari: a portrait in art of a Mesopotamian city-state’, in J.M. Sasson 
(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner’s. Pp. 885-899. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS

Moorey, P.R.S. 1986. The emergence of the light, horse-drawn chariot in the Near East c. 
2000-1500 B.C. World Archaeology 18(2):196-215.

Mourad, Anna-Latifa. 2015. Rise of the Hyksos: Egypt and the Levant from the Middle 
Kingdom to the Early Second Intermediate Period. Archaeopress Egyptology 11. Oxford: 
Archaeopress Publishing Ltd. EGYPTOLOGY QUARTOS B 20 MOU.

Nichols, J.J. and Weber, J.A. 2010. Amorites, onagers, and social reorganization in Middle 
Bronze Age Syria. In: G. Schwartz and J.J. Nichols (Eds.), After Collapse: The Regeneration 
of Complex Societies. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. Pp. 38-57 INST ARCH BD SCH

Potts, D.T. 1993. Rethinking some aspects of trade in the Arabian Gulf. World Archaeology 
24:423-440.

Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky 2009. Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge. Pages 225-252. 
INST ARCH DBC 100 SAG

Van De Mieroop, M. 2007 A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000-323 BC, Oxford: 
Blackwell. Pg. 80-112, 112-118, 121-140, 145-178. INST ARCH DBA 100 MIE

Yener, K. Aslıhan. 2007. “The Anatolian Middle Bronze Age Kingdoms and Alalakh: 
Mukish, Kanesh and Trade.” Anatolian Studies 57 (December): 151–60. 
doi:10.1017/S0066154600008577.

Resolving Chronology

*Howland, M.D., Tauxe, L., Gordin, S., Altaweel, M., Cych, B., Ben-Yosef, E., 2023. 
Exploring geomagnetic variations in ancient mesopotamia: Archaeomagnetic study of 



inscribed bricks from the 3rd–1st millennia BCE. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 120, 
e2313361120. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2313361120

Session 2: 17 January 2024
Session Lecturer: MA

The Middle Bronze in Mesopotamia
The Middle Bronze in Iran, the Gulf, and Arabia 

Summary:  This week we look at Mesopotamia during the first half of the second millennium 
BC, focusing on the Isin-Larsa and Old Babylonian periods. This was a time when major 
urban centres in the far south of Mesopotamia began to decline, while northern settlement in 
the southern alluvium gained increased ascendancy. We contrast this to northern 
Mesopotamia, where the kingdoms of Mari and Assyria were among the early powers that 
arose in the region. How does southern Mesopotamian material culture contrast with that in 
northern Mesopotamia?

We also look at the cultures of Elamite Iran in the early second millennium and how it 
competed and contrasted with Mesopotamia. The Persian Gulf and Arabia, during this period,
also underwent transformations where the Early Bronze cultures may have transformed or 
were affected by increased migrations. How do you think cultures in the Gulf and Arabia 
differed from those in the Early Bronze Age? 

Northern Mesopotamia

Altaweel, M. 2014. Settlement dynamics and hierarchy from agent decision-making: A 
method derived from entropy maximization. Journal of Archaeological Method and Theory.  
DOI:10.1007/s10816-013-9185-4. (just read the parts about the structure of settlements in the
Middle Bronze Age).

Bartelmus, Alexa, and Katja Sternitzke, eds. 2017. Karduniaš: Babylonia under the Kassites:
The Proceedings of the Symposium Held in Munich, 30 June to 2 July 2011 = 
Tagungsbericht Des M̈ ünchner Symposiums 30. Juni Bis 2. Juli 2011. Untersuchungen Zur 
Assyriologie Und Vorderasiatischen Archäologie, Band 11. Boston ; Berlin: Walter de 
Gruyter. (online).

Casana, Jesse, and Claudia Glatz. 2017. “THE LAND BEHIND THE LAND BEHIND 
BAGHDAD: ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES OF THE UPPER DIYALA (SIRWAN)
RIVER VALLEY.” Iraq 79 (December): 47–69. https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2017.3.

Dalley, S. 2002. Mari and Karana: Two Old Babylonian Cities. Gorgias Press. ANCIENT 
HISTORY H 52 DAL

Kempinski-Lecomte,C 1992. Haradum I. Une ville nouvelle sur le Moyen-Euphrate (XVIIe-
XVIIIe siecles av J.-C.). Paris

Kühne, H. 1976. Die Keramik von Tell Chuera und ihre Beziehungenzu Funden aus Syrien-
Paldstina,der Turkei und dem Iraq. Berlin. INST ARCH DBD 10 KUH

McMahon, A., Tunca, O., Bagdo, A-M. 2001. New excavations at Chagar Bazar, 1999-2000. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2017.3


Iraq 43:201-22.

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1947. Excavations at Brak and Chagar Bazar. Iraq 9:1-259.

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1937. The Excavations at Tall Chagar Bazar and an Archaeological 
Survey of the Habur Region. Second Campaign, 1936. Iraq 4:91-177.

Oates, D., Oates, J., McDonald, H. 1997. Excavations at Tell Brak 1: The Mitanni and Old 
Babylonian Period. Cambridge: McDonald Institute Monographs. INST ARCH DBD 10 Qto 
OAT

Oguchi, H. 2006. Notes on Khabur Ware from the Haditha Dam Area. In: Kepinski, C., 
Lecomte, O. and Tenu, A. (eds.), Studies Euphratica. Le moyen Euphrate iraquien révéle par
les fouilles préventives de Haditha, 203-215. Paris: De Boccard.

Perruchini, E., C. Glatz, M.M. Hald, J. Casana, and J.L. Toney. 2018. “Revealing Invisible 
Brews: A New Approach to the Chemical Identification of Ancient Beer.” Journal of 
Archaeological Science 100 (December): 176–90. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2018.05.010.

Postgate, C. Oates, D., Oates, J. 1997. The Excavations at Tell al Rimah:  The Pottery. British
School of Archaeology in Iraq and the Directorate of Antiquities. London. INST ARCH DBB
10 Qto POS

Southern Mesopotamia

*Campbell, Stuart, Jane Moon, Robert Killick, Daniel Calderbank, Eleanor Robson, Mary 
Shepperson, and Fay Slater. 2017. “TELL KHAIBER: AN ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE 
OF THE SEALAND PERIOD.” Iraq 79 (December): 21–46. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2017.1.

Clark, S., Altaweel, M., & Gordin, S. 2022. Urbanscape, Land Use Change and Centralization
in the Region of Uruk, Southern Mesopotamia from the 2nd to 1st Millennium BCE. Land, 
11(11), https://doi.org/10.3390/land11111955

Delougaz, P. 1952. Pottery from the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute Publications 63. The 
University of Chicago Press: Chicago. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto DEL

Frankfort, H. 1955. Stratified Cylinder Seals from the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute 
Publications 72. Chicago: University of Chicago. 492 QUARTOS D 52 FRA

Gasche, H., Armstrong, J.A., Cole, S.W., and Gurzadyan, V.G. 1998. Dating the Fall of 
Babylon: A Reappraisal of Second-Millennium Chronology (A Joint Ghent-Chicago-Harvard
Project). Mesopotamian History and Environment 2. Memoirs 4. Ghent. ANCIENT 
HISTORY QUARTOS D 10 GAS

Hussein, AM; Hamza, HA; Thaher, AK; Kadhum, SJ; Hashem, M; Taha, HM; Altaweel, 
MR; Studevent-Hickman, B; 2010. Tell Abu Sheeja/Ancient Pasime Report on the First 
Season of Excavations, 2007. Akkadica 131(1):47–103. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2017.1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2018.05.010


McCown, D.E. and Haines, R. 1967. Nippur 1: Temple of Enlil, Scribal Quarter, and 
Soundings: Excavations of the Joint Expedition to Nippur of the University Museum of 
Philadelphia and the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. Oriental Institute 
Publication 78. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto MCC
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Session 3:  24 January 2024
Session Lecturer: GA

The Middle Bronze in the Levant and Anatolia 

In the early 2nd millennium, Amorite dynasties emerged in northern Mesopotamia  (e.g., 
Shamshi-Adad of Shubat-Enlil/Leilan, Zimri-Lim of Mari). The Mari Letters reveal far-flung 
overland trade networks; overland trade caravans between Assur and central Anatolia are 
revealed at Kültepe/Kanesh.  In the Levant, Qatna and Ebla were powerful kingdoms.  
Levantine coastal ports were linked to the interior and the Mediterranean. Links between 
Middle Kingdom Egypt & Syria-Palestine were followed by takeover of the Nile Delta by the
Hyksos.  Material culture: Jericho, Ajjul, Alalakh, Beycesultan 

Note: ** = essential; * = recommended;  + = site report (scan one before class if you 
can). Before class, read all essentials; read as many recommended as you can. 
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Session 4:  31 January 2024
Session Lecturer: MA

From the Middle Bronze to the Late Bronze: Broad Themes and Topics
The Diplomatic Age

Summary: The Late Bronze Age was a time of major cultural, economic, and diplomatic 
changes in the Near East. The cuneiform tablets from Amarna are a testament to the contacts 
kingdoms and states had, while the Uluburun shipwreck and others demonstrate trade 
connections that tied the Near East, Africa, and the Eastern Mediterranean worlds. While 
trade and diplomatic relations characterised much of this period, near the end of the Late 
Bronze the Near East witnessed profound changes in migration and collapse of major centres 
and kingdoms. This week we discuss some of these major events in the context of material 
cultural found during this period. What cultural aspects do you see that indicate significant 
cultural contacts between states and kingdoms during the Late Bronze Age?  How do you 
think material culture may reflect the profound collapse of societies witnessed at the end of 
the Late Bronze?

Late Bronze Collapse
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The Diplomatic Age
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Sidestone Press. eBook availableE 

Vidal, J. 2006. Ugarit and the southern Levantine sea-ports. Journal of the Economic and 
Social History of the Orient 49(3):269-279.

Wachsmann, S. 2009. Seagoing Ships and Seamanship in the Bronze Age Levant. 2nd edition. 
College Stations: Texas A&M University Press. INST ARCH HG Qto WAC

Yahalom-Mack, N., Finn, D. M., Erel, Y., Tirosh, O., Galili, E., & Yasur-Landau, A. 2022. 
Incised Late Bronze Age lead ingots from the southern anchorage of Caesarea. Journal of 
Archaeological Science: Reports, 41, 103321. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2021.103321

Migration

Buffa, V. and Vogt, B. 2001. Sabir: Cultural identity between Saba and Africa. In: R. 
Eichmann and H. Parzinger (Eds.), Migration und Kulturtransfer. Akten des Internationalen 
Kolloquiums 2/1, Berlin, 1999. Bonn: Habelt. Pp. 437-450. INST ARCH DB Qto EIC

Daviau, M., Wevers, J.W., Weigl, M (Eds.). 2001. The World of the Aramaeans: Studies in 
Honour of Paul-Eugene Dion. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press. ANCIENT HISTORY 
HK 5 DAV

Knapp, A. B. 2021. Migration Myths and the End of the Bronze Age in the Eastern 
Mediterranean (1st ed.). Cambridge University Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108990363

Liverani, M. 2021. Historiography, Ideology and Politics in the Ancient Near East and Israel:
Changing Perspectives 5 (N. P. Lemche & E. Pfoh, Eds.; 1st ed.). Refugees in Syria in the 
Late Bronze Age. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003157717.

*Meiri, M., Stockhammer, P.W., Marom, N. et al. 2017. Eastern Mediterranean Mobility in 
the Bronze and Early Iron Ages: Inferences from Ancient DNA of Pigs and Cattle. Scientific 
Reports 7, 701. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-00701-y

Yasur-Landau, A. 2010. The Philistines and Aegean Migration at the End of the Late Bronze 
Age. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Younger,  K.L.  2007.  The  Late  Bronze  Age/Iron  Age  transition  and  the  origins  of  the

https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118336779.ch23
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003157717


Arameans. In K.L. Younger (ed.),  Ugarit at Seventy-Five. Eisenbrauns. Pp. 131-174. INST
ARCH DBD 10 YOU

Session 5:  7 February 2024
Session Lecturer: MA

The Late Bronze in Mesopotamia
The Late Bronze in Iran, the Gulf, and Arabia

Summary:  After discussing the broader themes previously, this week we look at 
Mesopotamia, Iran, and the Persian Gulf during the Late Bronze. We look remains associated
with the Kassite, Mitanni, Elamite, and Assyrian states. Cultural contacts with Arabia and the
Gulf are also discussed. What material cultural characteristics distinguish some of the states 
mentioned during this period? How does material culture in this period differ from that in the 
Middle Bronze? Is there any significant continuity in the material culture?

Northern Mesopotamia

Akkermans, P.M.M.G. 1993. On the frontiers of Assyria: Excavations at Tell Sabi Abyad, 
1991. Akkadica 84/85:1-52.

Akkermans, P.M.M.G. 1997. Seals and Seal Impressions from Middle Assyrian Tell Sabi 
Abyad, Syria. Subartu 4:243-258.

Akkermans, P.M.M.G. 2006. The Fortress of Ili-pada. Middle Assyrian Architecture at Tell 
Sabi Abyad, Syria. Subartu 14. Turnhout. Pp. 201-209.

Anastasio, S. 1998. La ceramica medioassira di Tell Barri/Kahat. In: P.E. Pecorella (ed.): Tell
Barri/Kahat 2: Relzione sulle campagne 1980-1993 a Tell Barri/Kahat, nel bacino del 
Khabur (Siria). Rome. Pp. 135-187. INST ARCH DBD 10 Qto PEC.

*Connan, Jacques. 2018. “The Bitumen of Tell Brak from the Middle Uruk (c.3500 BC) to 
Late Bronze Age (c.1280 BC): Origin and Trade Routes.” Journal of Historical Archaeology 
& Anthropological Sciences 3 (6). https://doi.org/10.15406/jhaas.2018.03.00163.

Haller, A. 1952. Die Gräber und Grüfte von Assur. WVDOG 65. Berlin. ANCIENT 
HISTORY FOLIOS B 3 DOG.

*Horowitz, Mara T. 2017. “Recent Trends in the Study of Late Bronze Age Ceramics in 
Syro-Mesopotamia and Neighbouring Regions.” Levant 49 (2): 226–29. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00758914.2017.1400736.

Laugier, E.J., Casana, J. & Cabanes, D. 2022. Phytolith evidence for the pastoral origins of 
multi-cropping in Mesopotamia (ancient Iraq). Scientific Reports 12, 60. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-03552-w

Matthews, D. 1991. Middle Assyrian glyptic from Tell Billa. Iraq 53:17-42.

https://doi.org/10.1080/00758914.2017.1400736


Miglus, P.A. 1996. Das Wohngebiet von Assur. Stratigraphie und Architektur. WVDOG 93. 
Berlin. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto Series ASS

Numoto, H. 2006. Excavation at Tell Taban, Hassake, Syria (4), preliminary report of the 
2005 winter season of work. Al-Rafidan 27:1-43.

Oates, D., Oates, J., McDonald, H. 1997. Excavations at Tell Brak 1: The Mitanni and Old 
Babylonian Period. Cambridge: McDonald Institute Monographs. INST ARCH DBD 10 Qto 
OAT

Oates, J. 1985. A note on ‘Ubaid and Mitanni pottery from Tell Brak. Iraq 49:193-198.
Pecorella, P.E. and Benoit, R.P. 2008. Tell Barri/Kahat La Campagna del 2003: relazione 
prelimiare. Florence: Firenze University Press. 

Pfälzner, P. 1995. Mittanische und mittelassyrische Keramik: eine chronologische, 
funktionale und produktionsökonomische Analyse. Berichte der Ausgrabung Tall She Hamad,
Dur-Katlimmu. Berlin. INST ARCH DBD 10 Qto SEH

Postgate, C. Oates, D., Oates, J. 1997. The Excavations at Tell al Rimah:  The Pottery. British
School of Archaeology in Iraq and the Directorate of Antiquities. London. INST ARCH DBB
10 Qto POS

Schmidt, C. 1999. Die keramik der Areale A-F in Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta. In A. Hausleiter and 
A. Reiche (Eds.): Iron Age Pottery in Northern Mesopotamia, Northern Syrian and South-
Eastern Anatolia. Münster. Pp. 60-89.

*Shortland, A. J., S. Kirk, K. Eremin, P. Degryse, and M. Walton. 2018. “The Analysis of 
Late Bronze Age Glass from Nuzi and the Question of the Origin of Glass-Making: Late 
Bronze Age Glass from Nuzi and Origin of Glass-Making.” Archaeometry 60 (4): 764–83. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/arcm.12332.

Starr, R.F.S.  1937 & 1939. Nuzi: Report on the Excavations at Yorgan Tepe near Kirkuk, 
Iraq (2 vols). Cambridge: Harvard. STORE FOLIOS 153.

Varberg, Jeanette, Bernard Gratuze, Flemming Kaul, Anne Haslund Hansen, Mihai Rotea, 
and Mihai Wittenberger. 2016. “Mesopotamian Glass from Late Bronze Age Egypt, Romania,
Germany, and Denmark.” Journal of Archaeological Science 74 (October): 184–94. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2016.04.010.

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. Settlement and Development in the North Jazira, Iraq. 
ISSUE DESK IOA WIL. (Look at Late Bronze survey results).

Southern Mesopotamia

Armstrong, J.A. 1989. The Archaeology of Nippur from the Decline of the Kassite Kingdom 
until the Rise of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. Ph.D. dissertation. University of Chicago.

Baqir, T. 1946. Iraq government excavations at ‘Aqar Quf third interim report, 1944-45. Iraq 
8:73-93.



Gibson, M. 1978. Excavations at Nippur, Twelfth Season. Oriental Institute Communications 
23. Chicago: Oriental Institute. (see Oriental Institute online resources).

Glatz, Claudia, and Jesse Casana. 2016. “Of Highland-Lowland Borderlands: Local Societies 
and Foreign Power in the Zagros-Mesopotamian Interface.” Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 44 (December): 127–47. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaa.2016.09.001.

Eichman, R. 1987. Die keramik. In: R.M. Boehmer: Uruk Kampagne 38, 1985. Grabungen in
J-K/23 und H/24-5 (Ausgrabungen in Uruk-Warka. Endberichte Band 1). Mainz and Rehein. 
Pp. 16-48. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto Series URU END 1

Jasim, A.K., Hamza, H.A., and Altaweel, M. 2006. Tell Abu Shijar, near Aqar Quf: Summary
of excavations. Akkadica 127(2) 155 - 166.

Matthews, D. 1992. The Kassite Glyptic of Nippur. Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 116. Freiburg.
INST ARCH KG MAT

Mustafa, M.A. 1947. Kassite figurines: A new group discovered near ‘Aqar Quf. Sumer 3:19-
23.

Pizzimenti, S. 2016. “The Kudurrus And The Sky. Analysis And Interpretation Of The Dog-
Scorpion-Lamp Astral Pattern As Represented In Kassite Kudurrus Reliefs,” February. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.220910.

Woolley, L. 1965. Ur Excavations VIII: The Kassite Period and the Period of the Assyrian 
Kings. London: British Museum Press. ANCIENT HISTORY FOLIOS D 54 UR

Zettler, R. 1993. Kassite Building in Area WC-1. Oriental Institute Publications 111. 
Chicago: University of Chicago. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto NIP

Iran

Alizadeh, A. 2014. Ancient Settlement Systems and Cultures in the Ram Hormuz Plain, 
Southwestern Iran: Excavations at Tall-e Geser and Regional Survey of the Ram Hormuz 
Area. Oriental Institute Publications 140. 
http://oi.uchicago.edu/research/publications/oip/oip-140-ancient-settlement-systems-and-
cultures-ram-hormuz-plain. (Look at Late Bronze 1600-1200 BC sections). 

Alizadeh, A., Ahmadzadeh, L., Omidfar, M.  2015. Reflections on the long-term 
socioeconomic and political development in the Ram Hormoz Plain,
a highland-lowland buffer zone. Archaologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan 45: 113-
148 (relevant periods for the Late Bronze Age).

Carter, E. et al. 1996. Excavations at Anshan (Tal-e Malyan): The Middle Elamite Period. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania. INST ARCH DBG 10 MAL 2

Gasche, H. 1973. Ville Royal de Suse: vol I : La poterie elamite du deuxieme millenaire a.C, 
Mission archéologique en Iran. Mémoires 47. Leiden and Paris.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaa.2016.09.001


Ghirshman, R. 1966. Tchoga Zanbil (Dur-Untash) I. La ziggurat. M.D.A.I. 39. Paris.

Girshman, R. 1968. Tchoga Zanbil (Dur-Untash) II. Temenos, temples, palais, tombes, 
M.D.A.I. 40. Paris. STORE FOLIOS 808

Girshman, R. 1970. Tchoga Zanbil (Dur-Untash) IV. La glyptique. M.D.A.I 42. Paris.

Hiebert, F.T. and Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 1992. Central Asia and the Indo-Iranian 
borderlands. Iran 30:1-15.

Mecquenem, R. 1931. Excavations at Susa (Persia), 1930-1931. Antiquity 5:330-343.

Moghaddam, A. and Miri, N. 2003. Archaeological research in the Mianab plain of lowland 
Susiana, South-western Iran. Iran 41:99-137.

Negahban, E.O. 1991. Excavations at Haft Tepe, Iran. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania. INST ARCH DBG 10 NEG

*Oudbashi, O., Mehofer, M., Basafa, H., Tayyari, J., & Bahadori, S. 2020. Arsenical copper 
and bronze metallurgy during Late Bronze Age of north-eastern Iran: Evidences from 
Shahrak-e Firouzeh archaeological site. Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences, 
12(10), 231. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-020-01182-3

Oudbashi, Omid, Davoud Agha-Aligol, Moslem Mishmastnehi, and Vahid Barnoos. 2019. 
“The Elamite Metalworkers: Multianalytical Study on Copper Objects and Ingots from 
Second Millennium BC of Southwestern Iran.” Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences
11 (5): 2059–72. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-018-0636-4.

Oudbashi, O.; Mehofer, M.; Basafa, H.; Tayyari, J.; Bahadori, S. Arsenical Copper and 
Bronze Metallurgy during Late Bronze Age of North-Eastern Iran: Evidences from Shahrak-e 
Firouzeh Archaeological Site. Archaeol Anthropol Sci 2020, 12, 231, doi:10.1007/s12520-
020-01182-3.

Arabia and the Gulf

Al-Shanfari, A. A. B. and Weisgerber, G. 1989. A late bronze age warrior burial from Nizwa 
(Oman). In:  P.M. Costa, P. M. and M. Tosi (eds.), Oman Studies. Serie Orientale Roma 
LXIII, Rome, pp. 17–30.

Al-Tikriti, W.Y. 1989. The Excavations at Bidya, Fujairah: The Third and 2nd millennia BC 
culture. Archaeology in the United Arab Emirates 5:101-114.

Badre L. 1991. Le sondage stratigraphique de Shabwa, 1976–1981. Syria 68: 229–314.

Buffa, V. 2002. The Sabir culture sequence in the frame of archaeology of coastal Yemen and
northeast Africa Bronze Age: A provisional view. Vestnik Drevnei Istorii 3: 175-184.

Carter, R. 1997. Defining the Late Bronze Age in Southeast Arabia Ceramic Evolution and 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-018-0636-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-020-01182-3


Settlement during the Second Millennium B.C. Unpublished PhD Dissertation. London.

Denton, B. 1994. Pottery, cylinder seals, and stone vessels from the cemeteries of al-Hajjar, 
al-Maqsha and Hamad town on Bahrain. Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 5:121-151.

*Edens, C., Wilkinson, T.J., Barratt, G. 2000. Hammat al-Qa and the roots of urbanism in 
southwest Arabia. Antiquity 74:854-862.

Hølund, F. 1983. Failaka/Dilmun, The Second Millennium Settlements, Volume 1: The Stamp
and Cylinder Seals. JASP 17/1. STORE 12-0601

Hølund, F. 1986. Failaka/Dilmun, The Second Millennium Settlements, Volume 2: The 
Bronze Age Pottery. JASP 17/2. STORE 12-0601

Hølund, F. 1986. The Chronology of City II and III at Qala’at al Bahrain. In: H.A. Al-
Khalifa, and M. Rice (Eds.). Quaternary Period in Saudi Arabia. Vol 2. Vienna. Pp. 301-14.
   
Lidour, Kevin, Maria Paola Pellegrino, and Julien Charbonnier. 2023. “Coastal-Hinterland 
Exchange during the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age across the Northern Ḥajar 
Mountains: The Case of Marine Shells at Masāfī 5 (Emirate of Fujairah, United Arab 
Emirates).” Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences 15(3): 29.

Potts, D.T. 1991. Further Excavations at Tell Abraq: The 1990 Season. Copenhagen: 
Munksgaard. INST ARCH DBF POT

Roberts, J., Weeks, L., Fillios, M., Cable, C., Carter, M., al Aali, Y. Y., et al. 2019. The 
exploitation of marine resources at Saruq al‐Hadid: Insights into the movement of people and 
resources in Bronze and Iron Age south‐eastern Arabia. Arabian Archaeology and 
Epigraphy, 30(2), 179–198. https://doi.org/10.1111/aae.12137

Velde, C. 1992. Die spätbronzezitliche und früheisenzeitliche Siedlung und inhre Keramik in 
Shimal/Ras al-Khaimah (Vereinigte Arabische Emirate). Göttingen. Unpublished MA Thesis.

Velde, C. 2003. Wadi Suq and Late Bronze Age in the Oman Peninsula. In: D.T. Potts, H.A. 
Naboodah, P. Hellyer (Eds.), Archaeology of the United Arab Emirates. Proceedings of the 
First International Conference on the Archaeology of the U.A.E. Pp. 101-114. IoA ISSUE 
DESK CD POT

Vogt, B. 1998. State, problems and perspectives of second millennium B.C. funerary studies
in the Emirates of  Ras al-Khaimah (U.A.E.).  In:  C.  Phillips,  D.T.  Potts,  and S.  Searight
(Eds.),  Arabia  and  Its  Neighbours:  Papers  in  Honour  of  Beatrice  de  Cardi.  Turnhout:
Brepols. Pp. 273-290. INST ARCH DBF Qto PHI

Session 7:  21 February 2024
Session Lecturer:  GA

The Late Bronze in the Levant and Anatolia

Summary: The Late Bronze Age witnessed truly large empires affecting the Levant and 



Anatolia: the New Kingdom, Mitanni, the Hittites. It is easy to view the Levant and Anatolia 
from the perspective of the most politically powerful empires. But there were spheres of 
relative independence and resistance. How did the LBA  empires maintain control over distant
territories? Why were some city-states under more control than others? Did elites in 
subordinate polities use material culture to emulate their imperial overlords or to resist them? 
How have petrographic studies of texts altered our understanding of political geography? 
Material culture: Ajjul, Alalakh, Cyprus, Alishar

Note: ** = essential; * = recommended;  + = site report (scan one before class if you 
can). Before class, read all essentials; read as many recommended as you can. 

Historical Documents (read a selection)
Pritchard, J. 1967. Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Asiatic Campaigns of Thutmosis III; The 

Battle of Megiddo; Amarna Letters; Beth-Shan Stelae (Seti I, Ramesses II); Asiatic 
Campaigns of Ramesses II; Battle of Kadesh; The Story of Idrimi  REFERENCE DBA
600 QTO

Southern Levant (read 2)
*Bonfil R, Zarzecki-Peleg A. 2007. The palace in the upper city of Hazor as an expression of 

a Syrian architectural paradigm. Bulletin American Schools of Oriental Research 348, 
25-47. 

Dothan, T. 1987. The impact of Egypt on Canaan during the 18th-19th dynasties in light of 
excavations at Deir el-Balah. In Egypt, Israel, Sinai (ed. A. Rainey). Tel Aviv, 121-135. 
DBE 100 RAI 

*Goren, Y. et al 2002. Petrographic examination of Amarna tablets. Near Eastern 
Archaeology, 65:196-205.

Goren, Y. & et al 2003. The expansion of the kingdom of Amurru according to the 
petrographic investigation of the Amarna tablets. BASOR 329: 1-11. 

Greenberg, R. 2019. The Archaeology of the Bronze Age Levant: From Urban Origins to the 
Demise of City-States, 3700–1000 BCE. 1st ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press: 272-353 (Chapter 6).

Higginbotham, C. 1996. Elite emulation & Egyptian governance in Ramesside Canaan. Tel 
Aviv 23(2).  

Mazar, A. 1997. 4000 years of history at Tel Beth-Shean. Biblical Archaeologist 60(2).   
Read, W., Barag, D., Oren, E. D. 2017. Glass Vessels and Beads from the Late Bronze Age 

Temple at Tel Sera’, Israel. Journal of Glass Studies 59: 11-21.
Steel, L. 2002. Consuming passions: a contextual study of the local consumption of 

Mycenaean pottery at Tell el-'Ajjul. Journal of Mediterranean Arch. 15: 25-51.

Northern Levant (read 2)

*Dassow E von 2005. Archives of Alalakh IV in archaeological context. Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research  338, 1-69.

Heinz, M. 2004. Kamid el-Loz. In C. Doumet-Serhal (ed) Decade, 562-581. Beirut. 
*Morandi Bonacossi, D. 2004, The chronology of the royal palace of Qatna revisited. Egypt 

and the Levant, 14: 221-239. 
Kilani, M. 2020. Byblos in the late bronze age: Interactions between the Levantine and 



Egyptian worlds. Brill.
Manning, S. W., Lorentzen, B., Welton, L., Batiuk, S., & Harrison, T. P. 2020. Beyond 

megadrought and collapse in the Northern Levant: The chronology of Tell Tayinat and
two historical inflection episodes, around 4.2ka BP, and following 3.2ka BP. PLOS 
ONE, 15(10), e0240799. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0240799

Morandi Bonacossi, D. 2015, The lower city palace at Qatna. In: Qatna and the Networks of 
Bronze Age Globalism, (Pfälzner, P. & al-Maqdissi, M., eds. ),  Harrassowitz, 
Wiesbaden: p. 359-376.

Pfälzner, P. 2012, How did they bury the kings of Qatna? In: Reconstructing Funerary Rituals
in the Ancient Near East. (Pfälzner, P., et al., eds.) Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden: 205-220.

Qatna (Mishrife) Project Website. http://www.qatna.org/en-index.html.  Mishrife in the Late 
Bronze;  Operation H; Royal Palace; Operation K; Lower City Palace

Schloen, J. 2001. The House of the Father as Fact & Symbol. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. 
DBA100 Qto SCH

Yon et al. 2000. Ugarit special issue. Near Eastern Archaeology, 63(4). 

Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean (read 2)

*Goren, Y. 2003. The location of Alashiya. American Journal of Archaeology 107: 233-255. 
*Grave, P., et al. 2014, Ceramics, trade, provenience and geology: Cyprus in the Late Bronze 

Age. Antiquity, 88: 1180-1200. 
Keswani, P. 2012, Urban mortuary practices at Enkomi and Ugarit in the second millennium 

BC. In: Reconstructing Funerary Rituals in the Ancient Near East. (Pfälzner, P., et al. 
eds.),  Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden: p. 183-204.

Kolb, F. 2004. Troy VI: trading center & commercial city? American Journal of Archaeology 
108: 577-613; also Jablonka & Rose, pp.  615-630. 

Manning, S. 2014, Dating the Thera (Santorini) eruption: archaeological and scientific 
evidence supporting a high chronology. Antiquity, 88: 1164-1179. 
Manning, S.W, Andreou, G.M., Fisher, K.D., Gerard-Little, P., Kearns, C., Leon, J.F., 
Sewell, D.A., and Urban, T.M. 2014. Becoming urban: investigating the anatomy of 
the Late Bronze Age complex, Maroni, Cyprus.” Journal of Mediterranean 
Archaeology 27 (1): 3–32.

Sherratt, S. 2000, Circulation of metals and the end of the Bronze Age in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. In: Metals Make the World Go Round: The Supply and Circulation of 
Metals in Bronze Age Europe, (Pare, C., Ed.),  Oxbow, Oxford: p. 82-95.

Anatolia (read 2)

Duru, R. 2001, Tilmen Huyuk excavations. In: Istanbul University's Contribution to 
Archaeology in Turkey, 1932-2000, (Bell, O., Ed.),  Istanbul University Rectorate 
Publication, Istanbul: p. 133-136.

*Glatz, C. 2009. Empire as network: spheres of material interaction in Late Bronze Age 
Anatolia. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology, 28: 127-141.

Glatz, C. & Matthews, R. 2005. Anthropology of a frontier zone. Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, 339: 47-65.

Gorny, R. 1995. Hittite imperialism & anti-imperial resistance as viewed from Alişar, BASOR
299/300: 65-89.



Postgate, N. 2007. The ceramics of centralization and dissolution.Anatolian Studies 57, 141-
150. 

Şahoğlu, V., Sterba, J. H., Katz, T., Çayır, Ü., Gündoğan, Ü., Tyuleneva, N., Tuğcu, İ., 
Bichler, M., Erkanal, H., & Goodman-Tchernov, B. N. 2022. Volcanic ash, victims, 
and tsunami debris from the Late Bronze Age Thera eruption discovered at Çeşme-
Bağlararası (Turkey). Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119(1), 
e2114213118. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2114213118

Seeher, J. 1995. Forty years in the capital of the Hittites, Biblical Archaeologist 58(2): 63-67. 
Zaccagnini, C. 1987. Aspects of ceremonial exchange in the Near East during the late 2nd 

millennium BC. In M. Rowlands, et al. (eds) Centre & Periphery in the Ancient 
World. Cambridge,.57-65. 

For further reading

Reference works: Syntheses, Sites, Material Culture (see list shown for MBA  Levant and 
Anatolia)

Southern Levant
Ben Tor, A. & Bonfil, R. 1997. Hazor V. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society.  
Bergoffen, C., 2001. The Base-Ring pottery from Tell el-'Ajjul. In: Astrom, P. (Ed.), The 

Chronology of Base Ring Ware and Bichrome Wheelmade Ware. Almqvist and 
Wiksell, Stockholm, pp. 31-50.

Bergoffen, C., 2001. The Proto-White Slip and White Slip I pottery from Tell el-'Ajjul. In: 
Karageorghis, V. (Ed.), The White Slip Ware of Late Bronze Age Cyprus. Verlag der 
Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Vienna, pp. 145-155.

*Finkelstein, Israel, Eran Arie, Mario A.S. Martin, and Eli Piasetzky. 2017. “New Evidence 
on the Late Bronze/Iron I Transition at Megiddo: Implications for the End of the 
Egyptian Rule and the Appearance of Philistine Pottery.” Ägypten und Levante 27: 
261–80. https://doi.org/10.1553/AEundL27s261.

Goren, Y. & et al 2004. Inscribed in Clay. Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University Press. DBA 300 
GOR

Hasel, M.G. 1998. Domination & Resistance. E.J. Brill, Leiden. EGYPTOLOGY B20 HAS.
Higginbotham, C. 2000. Egyptianization & Elite Emulation in Ramesside Palestine. Boston.

Mazar, Amihai, Uri Davidovich, and Arlette David. 2019. “Canaanite Reḥob: Tel Reḥov in 
the Late Bronze Age.” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 381 
(May): 163–91. https://doi.org/10.1086/703205.

*Yahalom-Mack, Naama, Adi Eliyahu-Behar, Mario A. S. Martin, Assaf Kleiman, Ruth 
Shahack-Gross, Robert S. Homsher, Yuval Gadot, and Israel Finkelstein. 2017. 
“Metalworking at Megiddo during the Late Bronze and Iron Ages.” Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies 76 (1): 53–74. https://doi.org/10.1086/690635.

Northern Levant
Boyes, Philip J. 2019. “Negotiating Imperialism and Resistance in Late Bronze Age Ugarit: 

The Rise of Alphabetic Cuneiform.” Cambridge Archaeological Journal 29 (2): 185–
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Session 8:  28 February 2024
Session Lecturer: MA

The Iron Age: The Emergence of Large Empires
A Material Culture of Empire

Summary: This week we discuss the Iron Age’s broader themes and in particular the 
emergence of the Neo-Assyrian Empire and its influence on the Near East. We examine how 
the Assyrians began a trend of major empires that impacted the region for many centuries 
after the collapse of the Assyrian state. We discuss how imperialism influences material 
culture in the central and peripheral provinces of empires. In what ways do you expect that 
the Neo-Assyrian Empire would have influenced cultures surrounding it? How would this 
affect the material cultures in the Near East? How do you think states imitated others or 
differed in their art during the Neo-Assyrian period?

Empires and States in the Iron Age

Ataç, M.A. 2010. Mythology of Kingship in Neo-Assyrian Art. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. INST ARCH DBB 300 ATA

Bang, P.F (Ed.). 2012. Universal Empire: A Comparative Approach to Imperial Culture and 
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Potts, D.T. (e.d.). 2012. A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. 
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Material Culture of Empires
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material world at Nineveh. Iraq 66:151-162.

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. 1995. Settlement and Development in the North Jazira, Iraq.
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archaeology of empire. Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300:103-
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Session 9:   March 6 2024
Session Lecturer:  MA

The Iron Age of Mesopotamia
The Iron Age of Iran
The Iron Age of Arabia and the Gulf

Summary:  This week we examine the Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian period in 



Mesopotamia. We also look at the rise of the Median and Persian cultures in Iran. We 
examine how the Gulf and Arabia was influenced by the larger states and developed 
indigenously. Questions form this week include: How did Neo-Assyrian art begin to 
influence the region’s artistic styles? What regions and cultures do you think Neo-Assyrian 
art and styles were influenced by? Are there broader Mesopotamian and Iranian themes 
during the Iron Age that we see deriving from much earlier periods?

Northern Mesopotamia
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Southern Mesopotamia
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Iran
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Arabia and the Gulf
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R. Bourcharlat and N. al-Abboudi (Eds.), Archaeological Surveys and Excavations in the 
Sharjah Emirate, 1986: A Third Preliminary Report. Sharjah. Pp. 38-50.
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Archaeopress Publishing Ltd: Oxford, UK.
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Yule, P. and Kervan, M. 1993. More than Samad in Oman: Iron Age pottery from Suhar and
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Session 10:  13 March 2024
Session Lecturer: GA
The Iron Age in the Levant and Anatolia

Summary:  In the wake of the LBA collapse, independent city-states and small kingdoms 
emerged but their autonomy was often short-lived: many were caught up in the Neo-Assyrian,
Neo-Babylonian and Persian empires. Although alliances and confederations were formed to 
resist Mesopotamian aggressions, these states were mostly small. Territorial boundaries were 
fluid or changing, and political organization was quite variable.  The Iron Age polities 
covered here are Philistia, Phoenicia, Israel and Judah, Ammon, Moab, Edom, Arabia, the 
Aramaean and Neo-Hittite ‘houses,’ Urartu, Phrygia.  What processes drove secondary state 
formation in the Iron Age? How were these states organized politically? How accurate are 
historical (written) sources on the history of this period? Material Culture: Fara, Samaria, 
Jemmeh, Beycesultan, al Mina 

Note: * = recommended

Historical Documents (read a selection)

https://doi.org/10.1111/aae.12122


Pritchard, J. 1967. Ancient Near Eastern Texts. War Against Peoples of the Sea; Hymn of 
Victory of Merenptah (Israel stela); Journey of Wen-Amon to Phoenicia; Ahiram of 
Byblos;  Moabite Stone;  Samaria Ostraca; Siloam; Lachish Ostraca; Ben-Hadad of 
Damascus; Zakir of Hamat & Lu'ath; Tabnit of Sidon; Eshmunazar of Sidon. 
REFERENCE DBA 600 QTO 

Philistia.  (Read 1)

Barako, T. 2000. The Philistine settlement as mercantile phenomenon. American Journal of 
Archaeology, 104: 513-530.  

Cline, E. H. & O'Connor, D. B. 2003. The mystery of the Sea Peoples. In D. B. O'Connor & 
S. Quirke (Eds.), Mysterious Lands: Encounters with Ancient Egypt: London: UCL Press. 
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Research, 333: 1-54.

Hesse, B. 1990. Pig lovers & pig haters. Journal of Ethnobiology, 10(2): 195-225. 
Stager, L. 1995. The impact of the Sea Peoples in Canaan. In The Archaeology of Society in 
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Phoenicia.  (Read 1)

Aubet, M.E. 1993. The Phoenicians & the West. Cambridge: CUP. DAG 100 AUB
Aubet, M. E. 2004. The Tyre al-Bass necropolis. In C. Doumet-Serhal (ed) Decade: A Decade
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Session 11:  20 March 2024
Session Lecturer:  MA

The Age of Universalism and Universal Empires

Summary: Sometimes the period after the Iron Age is called the Axial Age. Whatever one
considers it, we see a pattern of large states and empires now becoming the norm. Hellenistic
influences develop, cultures in the Near East increasingly interact with distant empires and



cultures,  even  interacting  with  Britain  to  the  West  and  China  to  the  East  at  one  point.
Universal  cultural  traits  emerge,  whereby common themes in  language,  religion,  art,  and
other areas emerge. We explore this and other related topics. 
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Sheftel, P. 1983.  The Ivory, Bone and Shell Objects from Gordion from the campaigns of 
1950 through 1973. Ph.D. thesis, University of Pennsylvania.

Simpson, Elizabeth, 2010-:  The Gordion wooden objects : the furniture from Tumulus MM
   

* Squitieri, Andrea, and Mark Altaweel. 2022. “Empires and the Acceleration of Wealth 
Inequality in the Pre-Islamic Near East: An Archaeological Approach.” Archaeological and 
Anthropological Sciences 14, no. 10 (October 2022): 190. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-
022-01659-3.

Stronach, D. 1978. Pasargadae: A Report on the Excavations Conducted by the British 
Institute of Persian Studies from 1961–63. Oxford: Oxford University Press. STORE 
FOLIOS 2960

Stronach, D. 1965. Excavations at Pasargadae: Third preliminary report. Iran 3:9-40.

Stronach, D. 1964. Excavations at Pasargadae: Second preliminary report. Iran 2:21-39.

Stronach, D. 1963. Excavations at Pasargadae: First preliminary report. Iran 1:19-42.

Summers, G.D. 1993. Archaeological evidence for the Achaemenid period in eastern Turkey.
Anatolian Studies 43:85-108.

Thonemann, P. The Hellenistic World: Using Coins as Sources; Guides to the coinage of the 
ancient world; Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2015; ISBN 978-1-107-08696-8.

Wetzel, F. et al. 1957 (1998 reprint). Das Babylon der Spätzeit, WVDOG 62. Mann. 
ANCIENT HISTORY FOLIOS B 3 DOG

Yule, P. 2005. The Samad culture-echoes. Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 
35:303-315.

Parthian and Sasanian Periods



   
al-Salihi, Wathiq. 2021. “HATRA: THREE NOTES, HISTORICAL, ICONOGRAPHICAL, 
AND RELIGIOUS.” Iraq 83: 3–12. 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/iraq/article/hatra-three-notes-historical-
iconographical-and-religious/CCADEEF5E7BD1142E579D066CC18E0AA

Brody L.,  Hoffmann G. (eds) 2011. Dura-Europos : crossroads of antiquity, Chicago. 
YATES E 82 DUR

Brown, M., Raheem, K. R., & Abdullah, H. H. 2022. Rabana-Merquly: A fortress in the 
kingdom of Adiabene in the Zagros Mountains. Antiquity, 96(388), 920–936. 
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2022.74.

Casana J, Goodman DD, Ferwerda C. 2023. A wall or a road? A remote sensing-based 
investigation of fortifications on Rome's eastern frontier. Antiquity. 2023;97(396):1516-1533.
doi:10.15184/aqy.2023.153.

Curtis, J. (ed) 2000, Mesopotamia and Iran in the Parthian and Sasanian Periods: Rejection 
and Revival c. 238 BC–AD 642. INST ARCH DBA 100 CUR

Curtis V. S. et al. 1996,  The art and archaeology of ancient Persia : new light on the 
Parthian and Sasanian empires, London. INST ARCH DBG 100 CUR

Habibi, H., & Mohammadifar, Y. (2020). Landscape Archaeology of Abdanan in the Sasanian
Period. In K.-A. Niknami & A. Hozhabri (Eds.), Archaeology of Iran in the Historical Period 
(pp. 329–355). Cham: Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-
41776-5_26.

Harper P. 2006 In Search of a cultural Identity: Monuments and Artifacts of the Sasanian 
Near East, 3rd to 7th century AD, New York. INST ARCH DBG 100 HAR

Hopkins C, Goldman B. 1979, The discovery of Dura Europos, New Haven. INST ARCH 
DBD 10 HOP

Invernizi, A. 1998. New archaeological research in Old Nisa, 1990-1991. In: V. Sarkhosh 
Curtis, R. Hillenbrand, J.M. Rogers (Eds.), The Art and Archaeology of Ancient Persia. New 
Light on the Parthian and Sasanian Empire. London-New York . Pp. 8-13. INST ARCH 
DBG 100 CUR

Invernizi, A. 1998. Parthian Nisa. New lines of research. In: J. Wiesehöfer (Ed.), Das 
Partherreich und seine Zeugnisse, Beiträge des internationalen Colloquiums - Eutin, 1996, 
(Historia Einzelschriften, 122), Stuttgart, 45-59. ANCIENT HISTORY F 16 WIE

Invernizi, A. 2004. Thoughts on Parthian Nisa. Parthica 6:133-143. 
SOAS MAIN LIBRARY Lee Per 107 /849130

Invernizi, A. 2007. The culture of Nisa, between steppe and empire. In J. Cribb and G. 
Herrmann (eds.), After Alexander: Central Asia before Islam. Themes in the history and 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-41776-5_26
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-41776-5_26
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/iraq/article/hatra-three-notes-historical-iconographical-and-religious/CCADEEF5E7BD1142E579D066CC18E0AA
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/iraq/article/hatra-three-notes-historical-iconographical-and-religious/CCADEEF5E7BD1142E579D066CC18E0AA


archaeology of Western Central Asia, British Academy Conference, June 23-25, 2004 
(London: Oxford University Press, 2007), 163-177. INST ARCH DBK CRI

Potts, D. 2010 Mesopotamia, Iran and Arabia from the Seleucids to the Sasanians, 
INST ARCH DBA 100 POT

Shinji F. 1960 The Artifacts of Hatra and Parthian Art. East and West 11: 135-181

Walker J. 2007. Iran and Its Neighbors in Late Antiquity: Art of the Sasanian Empire (224-
642 C.E.). American Journal of Archaeology 111: 795-801


