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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING ASSESSMENTS: 
 

The coursework coversheet is available on the course Moodle pages and here: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students under “Policies, Forms and 

Guidelines”. 
 

Please enter your five-digit candidate code on the coversheet and in the subject 
line  

when you upload your work in Moodle.  
 

Please use your five-digit candidate code as the name of the file you submit. 
 

Please refer to https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-
student-handbook/13-information-assessment 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-study-skills-
guide/referencing-effectively-and-ioa-guidelines 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/exams-and-assessments/academic-integrity 

https://library-guides.ucl.ac.uk/referencing-plagiarism/acknowledging-AI 
for instructions on coursework submission, IoA referencing guidelines and 

marking criteria, as well as UCL policies on penalties for late submission, over-
length work, the use of text generation software (AI) and academic misconduct. 

 

1. Module Overview 
 

Short Description 

The Roman Empire provides a fascinating case-study of an imperial culture, and one 

which has left a profound legacy to the modern world. In this module, we will begin 

by examining the main categories of archaeological evidence for the reconstruction of 

Roman society. We will then proceed to a thematic analysis of that society, looking at 

particular groups of people (e.g., the aristocracy, soldiers, slaves), and at key issues 

such as urbanism, the economy, and religion. Throughout the module, we will 

examine the forces that held the empire together, but also its cultural diversity and 

transformation over time. 

 

Week-by-week Summary (all AG unless stated) 

1. Fri. 6th Oct.: Introduction, sources and background 

2. Fri. 13th Oct.: Classical archaeology – theories and methods 

3. Fri. 20th Oct.: Town and country in the Roman world 

4. Fri. 27th Oct.: The Roman military and the frontiers 

5. Fri. 3rd Nov.: Roman imperialism and culture change 

6. Week beginning 6th Nov. READING WEEK – no classes 

Thurs. 16th Nov.: FIRST ESSAY DEADLINE 

7. Fri. 17th Nov.: Art and material culture (AG/Kris Lockyear) 

8. Fri. 24th Nov.: The diversity of Roman identities 

9. Fri. 1st Dec.: Religion and burial (AG/KL) 

10. Fri. 8th Dec.: Trade and exchange (KL) 

11. Fri. 15th Dec.: The Dominate and the question of collapse (KL) 

Weds. 17th Jan.: SECOND ESSAY DEADLINE 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-student-handbook/13-information-assessment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-student-handbook/13-information-assessment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-study-skills-guide/referencing-effectively-and-ioa-guidelines
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-study-skills-guide/referencing-effectively-and-ioa-guidelines
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/exams-and-assessments/academic-integrity
https://library-guides.ucl.ac.uk/referencing-plagiarism/acknowledging-AI
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Aims 

This module offers an introduction to the material culture of the Roman world. The 

aim of the module is to give students a broad understanding of the potential and 

problems in the archaeology of the Roman period, and acts as a foundation for second 

and third year options. 

 

Objectives 

On successful completion of this module, students should have: 

1. a broad understanding of the types of data available to archaeologists of the 

Roman world, their potential and their limitations 

2. a broad understanding of Roman social structure and social relations; 

3. a broad understanding of the development of the Roman world, its expansion, 

transformation and legacy; 

4. an introduction to current debates in Roman archaeology; 

5. a foundation on which second and third year options can be built. 

 

Learning outcomes 

On successful completion of this module, students should have developed: 

1. Critical reflection and the evaluation of arguments; 

2. Analysis of primary archaeological evidence; 

3. Academic research, writing and referencing; 

4. Word-processing skills. 

 

Methods of Assessment 

This module is assessed by means of two pieces of coursework, one of 1000 words 

and one of 2000 words; these contribute 33% and 67% respectively to the final grade 

for the module. If you are unclear about the nature of an assignment, you should 

discuss this with the Module Co-ordinator. The Module Co-ordinator is willing to 

discuss an outline of your approach to the assignment, provided this is planned 

suitably in advance of the submission date. The use of software to generate content is 

not allowed for assessments for this course and will be penalised; the use of software 

for language and writing review and improvement is permitted, and the software and 

the way it has been used must be indicated in the relevant boxes on the coursework 

coversheet. 

 

Communications 

Moodle is the main hub for this module. Important information will be posted by staff 

in the Announcements section of the Moodle page and you will automatically receive 

an email notification for these.  

 

Please email any general queries relating to module content, assessments and 

administration to the Module Co-ordinator. 

 

Basic Texts 

Introduction and reference 

The main textbooks for the module are: 

ALCOCK, S.E. & R. OSBORNE (eds.) 2007. Classical Archaeology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; YATES A6 ALC; <www>. 
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BARCHIESI, A. & SCHEIDEL, W. (eds) 2010. The Oxford Handbook of Roman 

Studies. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Available at Oxford Handbooks 

Online <www>. 

BISPHAM, E. (ed.) 2008. Roman Europe. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 

BIS. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians. London: Routledge. 

YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE DESK IOA LAU 1. 

WOOLF, G. 2012. Rome: An empire’s story. Oxford: O.U.P. ANCIENT HISTORY R 

14 WOO; <www>. 

 

Other useful reference books include: 

ADKINS, L. & R. ADKINS 1994. Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome. New York: 

Facts on File. YATES B 2 ADK. 

CORNELL, T. & J. MATTHEWS 1982. Atlas of the Roman World. New York: Facts 

on File. YATES QUARTOS B 2 COR; INST ARCH CDC QTO COR; 

ANCIENT HISTORY QUARTOS R 58 COR. 

HUSKINSON, J. 2000. Experiencing Rome: culture, identity and power in the Roman 

empire. London: Routledge/OU. ANCIENT HISTORY R 72 HUS.  

MILLAR, F. 1981. The Roman Empire and its Neighbours. London: Duckworth. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 MIL. 

SCARRE, C. 1995. The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Rome. Harmondsworth: 

Penguin. INST ARCH DA 170 SCA; ANCIENT HISTORY R 2 SCA. 

TALBERT, R. 1985. Atlas of Classical History. London: Croom Helm. INST ARCH 

ATLASES 62; ANCIENT HISTORY M 58 TAL. 

WACHER, J. (ed.) 1987. The Roman World, vols. 1–2. London: Routledge. INST 

ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA WAC; ANCIENT HISTORY R 5 WAC. 

 

Historical Background 

ALSTON, R. 1998. Aspects of Roman History. London: Routledge. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 14 ALS. 

CAMERON, A. 1993. The Later Roman Empire. London: Fontana. ISSUE DESK 

IOA CAM 4; ANCIENT HISTORY R 17 CAM. 

CAMERON, A. 1993. The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity AD 395–600. 

London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY R 19 CAM. 

CRAWFORD, M. 1992. The Roman Republic. London: Fontana. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 12 CRA. 

MORLEY, N. 2010. The Roman Empire: roots of imperialism. New York: Pluto 

Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 MOR. 

REECE, R. 1999. The Later Roman Empire: An Archaeology. Stroud: Tempus. 

YATES A 47 REE. 

SCARRE, C. 1995. Chronicle of the Roman Emperors. London: Thames and Hudson. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 SCA. 

SOUTHERN, P. 2001. The Roman Empire from Severus to Constantine. London: 

Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY R 17 SOU. 

WELLS, C. 1992. The Roman Empire. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 WEL. 
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Ancient Sources in Translation 

LEWIS, N. & M. REINHOLD, M. 1990. Roman Civilization: Selected Readings. Vol. 

1: The Republic and the Augustan Age; vol. 2: The Empire. New York: 

Columbia University Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R 4 LEW. 

 

Art and Architecture 

BARTON, I. (ed.) 1989. Roman Public Buildings. Exeter: University of Exeter Press. 

ISSUE DESK IOA BAR 10. 

BARTON, I. (ed.) 1996. Roman Domestic Buildings. Exeter: University of Exeter 

Press. YATES K 73 BAR. 

BöETHIUS, A. 1978. Etruscan and Early Roman Architecture. Harmondsworth: 

Penguin. INST ARCH CDC 398 BOE; ART FB 30 BOE. 

HENIG, M. (ed.) 1983. A Handbook of Roman Art. Oxford: OUP. ISSUE DESK IOA 

HEN 6; YATES A 40 HEN. 

ONIANS, J. 1999. Classical Art and the Culture of Greece and Rome. Yale: Y.U.P. 

YATES A 5 ONI. 

PERCIVAL, J. 1988. The Roman Villa. Revised paperback edition. London: Batsford 

YATES K 73 PER. 

SEAR, F. 2000. Roman Architecture. London: Routledge. YATES K 5 SEA; ISSUE 

DESK IOA SEA. 

STRONG, D. 1988. Roman Art. Harmondsworth: Penguin. YATES A 40 STR 

WALKER, S. 1991. Roman Art. London: BMP. ISSUE DESK IOA WAL 6. 

WARD-PERKINS, J. 1981. Roman Imperial Architecture. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

ISSUE DESK IOA WAR 3; YATES K 5 WAR. 

 

Teaching Methods 

The module is taught by 20 contact hours, consisting of 18 lectures and 2 seminars. 

All classes are delivered in person, pandemic permitting, from 4-6pm on Fridays in 

IoA Room 612. 

 

Workload 

There are 20 contact hours (lectures and seminars). Students are expected to undertake 

around 70 hours of reading (about 7 hours per week), plus 60 hours preparing for and 

producing the assessed essay work (two essays). The workload for the module should 

therefore total about 150 hours. 

 

 

2. Assessment 
 

There will be two assignments for this module. They consist of two essays, the first of 

1000 words and the second of 2000 words.  

 

Essay 1 is due on 16th November and Essay 2 on 17th January. 

 

Please note that it is essential that you use the Harvard referencing system for 

citations, which is the system used in Archaeology. Details of the format of this 

system are available on the Institute of Archaeology website/Moodle pages or on 

the course Moodle site; it is also the system used in most archaeological 

publications. Essentially it requires citations in brackets in the text (Author 

surname, date, page no.), and a full bibliography – no footnotes or endnotes. 
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Essay 1: Object commentary 

At the beginning of the module you will be given a selection of images of 

objects/monuments from the Roman world. For the first assignment, choose 2 of these 

pieces to comment on, addressing the broad question of ‘what can this tell us about 

relevant aspects of the Roman world?’ You should allocate roughly half of the word-

limit to each image, and give a brief description before discussing the significance of 

the object/monument, with appropriate readings used to elaborate your answer. 

 

Essay 2: Standard essay 

Choose one of the following: 

1. What are the advantages and the difficulties in taking a cross-disciplinary 

approach (i.e., combining ancient historical and archaeological perspectives) 

to the study of the Roman world? 

2. To what extent has archaeological knowledge of the Roman Empire been 

shaped by 19th and 20th century political concerns? 

3. What were the major similarities and differences in Roman cities across the 

empire during the Principate, and how can these be explained? 

4. What does archaeology contribute to gender studies of the Roman world? 

5. What does the evidence of military installations indicate about changes in the 

lives of Roman soldiers from the 2nd century AD to the 4th? 

6. To what extent was religion an instrument of Roman imperialism? Discuss 

with reference to both archaeological and historical evidence. 

7. How might burial evidence contribute to our understanding of either (a) 

Roman social structure or (b) health and diet, and what are the problems? 

Discuss with explicit reference to two cemetery excavations. 

8. ‘Decline and fall’ or ‘transformation’? Evaluate these opposing views of the 

late Roman empire. 

 

Each assignment and possible approaches to it will be discussed in class, in advance 

of the submission deadline. If students are unclear about the nature of an assignment, 

they should discuss this with the Module Co-ordinator in advance (via office hours or 

by appointment). You will receive feedback on your written coursework via Moodle, 

and have the opportunity to discuss your marks and feedback with the co-ordinator in 

their office hours.   

 

The IoA marking criteria can be found in the IoA Student Handbook (Section 13: 

Information on assessment). The IoA Study Skills Guide provides useful guidance on 

writing different types of assignment.  

 

Please note that late submission, exceeding the maximum word count and academic 

mis-conduct (unacknowledged use of text generation software and plagiarism) will be 

penalized and can significantly reduce the mark awarded for the assignment and/or 

overall module result. Please do consult 

• https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-student-handbook/13-

information-assessment with sections 13.7–13.8: coursework submission, 

13.10: word count, 13.12–14: academic integrity 

• https://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/exams-and-assessments/academic-integrity for 

UCL’s guidance on academic integrity  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-student-handbook/13-information-assessment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/current-students/ioa-student-handbook/13-information-assessment
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/exams-and-assessments/academic-integrity
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• https://library-guides.ucl.ac.uk/referencing-plagiarism/acknowledging-AI for 

UCL’s guidance on how to acknowledge the use of text generation software. 

 

 

3. Preparation for class 
 

You are expected to read as much of the essential reading as possible, as well as 

reviewing any online resources/activities on Moodle each week. Completing the 

readings is essential for your effective participation in the activities and discussions 

that we will do, and it will greatly enhance your understanding of the material 

covered. Further readings are provided via the online-reading list for you to get a 

sense of the range of current work on a given topic and for you to draw upon for your 

assessments. 

 

 

4. Syllabus 
 

The following is an outline for the module as a whole, and identifies essential and 

supplementary readings relevant to each session. Information is provided as to where 

in the UCL library system individual readings are available; their location and 

Teaching Collection (TC) number, and status can also be accessed on the computer 

catalogue system. Readings marked with an * are considered essential to keep up with 

the topics covered in the course. 

 

Given the nature of the subject, many important publications are in monograph format 

and not always available online. As necessary, there will be updates and alternative 

readings suggested for material that is not easily accessible. These will be added to the 

online reading list, to which there is a link via Moodle. The Library is also acquiring 

e-book versions of publications all the time, so updated links to these will be added 

where appropriate. 

 

 

1. Introduction, sources and background 

 

In this introductory session, we will deal with essential course administration and then 

proceed to look at an outline of Roman history and archaeology, establishing a 

framework for the rest of the course. Key stages and themes in the development of 

Roman imperialism will be highlighted.  

 

Key readings: 

* LAURENCE, R. 2004. ‘The uneasy dialogue between ancient history and 

archaeology’. In E. Sauer, Archaeology and Ancient History, pp. 99–113. 

Routledge: London and New York. ANCIENT HISTORY A 8 SAU and one 

copy at the main library issue desk; <www>. 

* LAURENCE, R. 2001. ‘Roman narratives: The writing of archaeological discourse 

– a view from Britain?’ Archaeological Dialogues, 8(2), 90-101. INST ARCH 

Pers; <www>. 

MILLETT, M. 2007. ‘What is Classical Archaeology? Roman Archaeology’. In S.E. 

Alcock and R. Osborne (eds), Classical Archaeology, Chapter 1(b). Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; YATES A6 ALC; <www>. 

https://library-guides.ucl.ac.uk/referencing-plagiarism/acknowledging-AI
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Background histories: 

ALSTON, R. 1998. Aspects of Roman History. London: Routledge. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 14 ALS. 

BROWN, P. 2002. The World of Late Antiquity. London: Thames and Hudson. 

ANCIENT HISTORY A 5 BRO. 

CAMERON, A. 1993. The Later Roman Empire. London: Fontana. ISSUE DESK 

IOA CAM 4; ANCIENT HISTORY R 17 CAM. 

CORNELL, T. 1995. The Beginnings of Rome: Italy and Rome from the Bronze Age 

to the Punic Wars (c.1000-264 BC). London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY 

R 11 COR; ISSUE DESK ANCIENT HISTORY COR. 

CRAWFORD, M. 1992. The Roman Republic. London: Fontana (2nd Edition). 

ISSUE DESK IOA CRA 7 (1st Edition); ANCIENT HISTORY R 12 CRA. 

GREEN, P. 1990. Alexander to Actium: the historical evolution of the Hellenistic age. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. ANCIENT HISTORY P 17 GRE. 

HERRING, E. & K. LOMAS (eds.) 2000. The Emergence of State Identities in Italy 

in the First Millennium BC. London: Accordia Research Centre. INST ARCH 

DAF Qto HER; INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA HER 6. 

HOLLOWAY, R.R. 1994. The Archaeology of Early Rome and Latium. London: 

Routledge. INST ARCH DAF 10 HOL. [Chapter 1]. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians [chapters 1 and 2].  

Routledge: London and New York. INST ARCH YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE 

DESK IOA LAU 1. 

KEPPIE, L. 1984. The Making of the Roman Army: from Republic to Empire. 

London: Batsford. INST ARCH CDC 270 KEP; ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 

KEP. 

WALBANK, F.W. 1992. The Hellenistic World. London: Fontana. ANCIENT 

HISTORY P 17 WAL. 

 

Classes of Archaeological material 

Pottery 

GREENE, K. 1992. Roman Pottery. YATES P 40 GRE. 

TYERS, P. 1996. Pottery in Roman Britain. INST ARCH DAA 170 TYE. 

PEACOCK, D. 1982. Pottery in the Roman World: an ethnoarchaeological approach. 

London and New York: Longman. INST ARCH DA 170 PEA. 

 

Coins 

ABDY, R. A. 2002. Romano-British coin hoards. Shire. INST ARCH KM ABD 

BURNETT, A. 1991. Coins. London: British Museum Press. General introduction to 

numismatics, easy to read but excellent. INST ARCH KM BUR. 

BURNETT, A. 1987. Coinage in the Roman World. London: Seaby. The best general 

introduction to the subject. INST ARCH KM BUR (one main, two issue desk). 

CASEY, P. J. 2002. Roman Coinage in Britain. Shire Books. INST ARCH DAA 170 

CAS 

LOCKYEAR, K. 2007. ‘Where do we go from here? Recording and analysing Roman 

coins from archaeological excavations’. Britannia 38: 211–24. INST ARCH 

PERS; <www>. 

LOCKYEAR, K. 2012. ‘Dating coins, dating with coins’. Oxford Journal of 

Archaeology 31(2): 191–211. INST ARCH PERS; <www>. 
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Small finds 

ALLASON-JONES, L. (ed.) 2011. Artefacts in Roman Britain. Cambridge University 

Press.  INST ARCH DAA 170 ALL. 

COOL, H. E. M. 2002. ‘An overview of the small finds from Catterick’. In P. Wilson, 

Cataractonium. Roman Catterick and its hinterland, vol 2, chapter 14. CBA 

Research Report 128. INST ARCH DAA QTO SERIES COU 128 

CRUMMY, N. 1983. The Roman small finds from excavations in Colchester 1971–9. 

Colchester: Colchester Archaeological Trust. INST ARCH DAA 410 E.7 CRU 

HINGLEY, R. & WILLIS, S. (eds.) 2005. Roman finds: context and theory. 

Proceedings of a conference held at the University of Durham. Oxbow. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 QTO HIN. 

 

Environmental Evidence 

EVANS, J. & O'CONNOR, T. 1999. Environmental Archaeology. Stroud: Sutton 

Publishing.  INST ARCH BB 6 EVA. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians [chapter 9].  Routledge: 

London and New York. INST ARCH YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE DESK IOA 

LAU 1. 

 

Inscriptions 

KEPPIE, L. 1991. Understanding Roman Inscriptions, pp. 16–41. ANCIENT 

HISTORY W 30 KEP. 

BOWMAN, A. 1994. Life and Letters on the Roman Frontier: Vindolanda and its 

People, pp. 13–19 and 82–140. ANCIENT HISTORY R 30 BOW. 

 

 

2. Classical archaeology – theories and methods 

 

Classical archaeology is a complex international discipline with links to many other 

fields. While in some ways at the forefront of methodological developments, the 

discipline has been theoretically rather under-developed until relatively recently. The 

first half of this class will be a lecture giving an overview of the history of classical 

archaeology, and its main techniques of investigation. In the second half, we will look 

at some example excavation reports, in small groups, to get a better feel for the 

primary data of the discipline. 

 

Development of classical archaeology: 

DYSON, S. 2006. In Pursuit of Ancient Pasts: a history of classical archaeology in 

the 19th and 20th centuries. New Haven: Yale University Press. INST ARCH 

YATES A 8 DYS. 

HINGLEY, R. 2000. Roman Officers and English Gentlemen: the imperial origins of 

Roman archaeology. London: Routledge. INST ARCH DAA 170 HIN. 

HINGLEY, R. (ed.) 2001. Images of Rome: perceptions of ancient Rome in Europe 

and the United States in the modern age. Portsmouth, RI: Journal of Roman 

Archaeology, Supplementary Series 44. HISTORY 85 F HIN. 

HODDER, I. 1993. ‘Bridging the divide: a commentary on theoretical Roman 

archaeology’. In E. Scott (ed.) Theoretical Roman Archaeology: first conference 

proceedings, xiii-xix. Aldershot: Avebury. INST ARCH DA 170 SCO. 

* MILLETT, M. 2007. ‘What is Classical Archaeology? Roman Archaeology’. In 

S.E. Alcock and R. Osborne (eds.), Classical Archaeology, Chapter 1(b). 
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Oxford: Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; INST ARCH YATES A6 ALC; 

<www>. 

MORLEY, N. 2004. Theories, Models and Concepts in Ancient History. London: 

Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY A 8 MOR. 

REECE, R. 1988. My Roman Britain. Cotswold Studies. INST ARCH DAA 170 REE. 

SAUER, E. W. (ed) 2004. Archaeology and Ancient History. Breaking down the 

boundaries.  Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY A 8 SAU; one copy at the main 

library issue desk SAU. 

SCHEIDEL, W. (ed.) 2018. The Science of Roman History: biology, climate and the 

future of the past. Princeton: Princeton University Press. YATES A6 SCH; 

<www>. 

STOREY, G.R. 1999. ‘Archaeology and Roman society: integrating textual and 

archaeological data’. Journal of Archaeological Research, 7.3, 203-248. INST 

ARCH PERS; <www>. 

VAN OYEN, A. and PITTS, M. (eds) 2017. Materialising Roman Histories. Oxford: 

Oxbow Books. DA 170 OVE. 

* WOOLF, G. 2004. ‘The present state and future scope of Roman archaeology: a 

comment’. American Journal of Archaeology, 108.3, 417-428. INST ARCH 

PERS; <www>. 

 

Archaeological method: 

BARKER, P. 1993 Techniques of Archaeological Excavation. London: Routledge 

(3rd Edition). ISSUE DESK IOA BAR 5; INST ARCH AL BAR. 

GAFFNEY, C. & J. GATOR 2002. Revealing the Buried Past. Geophysics for 

archaeologists. Tempus. INST ARCH AL 12 GAF. 

GREENE, K. & T. MOORE 2010. Archaeology: an Introduction. London: Routledge 

(5th Edition). INST ARCH AL GRE. [Chapters 2 and 3; see also 

http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/greene/ for online resources]. 

HURST, H. 2007. ‘Doing archaeology in the Classical Lands. The Roman World’, in 

S.E. Alcock and R. Osborne (eds) Classical Archaeology, pp. 69–88. Oxford: 

Blackwell. YATES A6 ALC ; ISSUE DESK IOA ALC 2; <www>. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians [chapter 4].  Routledge: 

London and New York. INST ARCH YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE DESK IOA 

LAU 1. 

MATTINGLY, D. 2000. ‘Methods of collection, recording and quantification’. In R. 

Francovich and H. Patterson (eds) Extracting meaning from Ploughsoil 

Assemblages, 5–15. Oxford: Oxbow.  INST ARCH DAG 100 QTO BAR. 

MATTINGLY, D. and R. WITCHER 2004. ‘Mapping the Roman world: the 

contribution of field survey data’. In S.E. Alcock and J.F. Cherry (eds) Side-by-

side survey.  Comparative Regional Studies in the Mediterranean World, pp. 

173–188. Oxbow: Oxford. INST ARCH DAG 100 QTO ALC. 

RENFREW, C. & P. BAHN 2020. Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice. 

London: Thames and Hudson (8th Edition). ISSUE DESK IOA REN 2; INST 

ARCH AH REN. [See especially chapters 2–4]; <www>. 

WILSON, D. R. 2000. Air Photo Interpretation for Archaeologists, second edition. 

Stroud: Tempus. ISSUE DESK IOA WIL 12/13; INST ARCH AL 21 WIL. 

 

 

 

 

http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/greene/
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3. Town and country in the Roman world 

 

Despite the empire being a fundamentally agrarian society, Roman imperialism is 

very much defined by developments in urbanism. The relationship between town and 

country is thus an important cultural dynamic across the Roman world. In this lecture 

we will look at the characteristics of urban forms in different parts of the empire, and 

at changes over time. We will then consider rural landscapes and the many different 

ways in which agricultural communities developed through the Roman period. 

 

Roman urbanism: 

CLARKE, S. and D.J. ROBINSON 1997. ‘Roman’ urban form and culture difference. 

In K. Meadows, C. Lemke and J. Heron (eds.) TRAC 96, 162-72. Oxford: 

Oxbow. INST ARCH DAA 170 THE. 

CORNELL, T. & J. MATTHEWS 1982. Atlas of the Roman World [pp. 86–93; 138–

145; 204–207]. INST ARCH YATES QUARTOS B 2 COR; INST ARCH CDC 

QTO COR; ANCIENT HISTORY QUARTOS R 58 COR. 

LAURENCE, R. 2007. Roman Pompeii: space and society. London: Routledge (2nd 

Edition). INST ARCH YATES E 22 POM. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians, [chapter 6].  Routledge: 

London and New York. INST ARCH YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE DESK IOA 

LAU 1. 

MAC MAHON, A. & J. PRICE (eds.) 2005. Roman Working Lives and Urban Living. 

Oxford: Oxbow. INST ARCH DAA 170 MAC. 

OWENS, E.J. 1991. The City in the Greek and Roman world. London: Routledge. 

INST ARCH YATES K 100 OWE. 

PARKINS, H.M. (ed.) 1997. Roman Urbanism: Beyond the Consumer City. 

Routledge: London and New York. [Especially chapters 2, 3 and 9]. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 64 PAR. 

PERKINS, P. & L. NEVETT 2000. ‘Urbanism and urbanization in the Roman world’. 

In J. Huskinson (ed.) Experiencing Rome, 125–152. London: Routledge. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 72 HUS. 

* PURCELL, N. 2007.  ‘Urban spaces and central places. The Roman World’. In S.E. 

Alcock and R. Osborne (eds.) Classical Archaeology, Chapter 5(b). Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; INST ARCH YATES A6 ALC; <www>. 

REVELL, L. 2009. Roman Imperialism and Local Identities. Cambridge: CUP. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 55 REV. 

RICH, J. & A. WALLACE-HADRILL 1991. City and Country in the Ancient World. 

London: Routledge. [Especially chapters 7, 9 and 10]. INST ARCH YATES K 

100 RIC; ISSUE DESK INST ARCH CD RIC; ANCIENT HISTORY M 64 

RIC. 

STAMBAUGH, J.E. 1988. The Ancient Roman City. John Hopkins University Press. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 STA. 

TOMLINSON, R. 1992. From Mycenae to Constantinople: The Evolution of the 

Ancient City. London: Routledge. [See pp. 147–173 (Rome), pp. 174–189 

(Pompeii), pp. 190–200 (Lepcis Magna), pp. 202–210 (Palmyra), pp. 212–223 

(Constantinople)]. INST ARCH YATES K 100 TOM. 

WALLACE-HADRILL, A. 1994. Houses and society in Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. INST ARCH YATES K 73 WAL.  

ZANKER, P. 2000. ‘The city as symbol: Rome and the creation of an urban image’. 

In E. Fentress, (ed.) Romanization and the City, pp. 25–41. JRA Supp. Series 
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38. TEACHING COLLECTION INST ARCH 2664; INST ARCH YATES 

Qtos K120 FEN. 

 

 

Roman rural life: 

DYSON, S.L. 2003. The Roman Countryside. London: Duckworth. INST ARCH DA 

170 DYS. 

GREENE, K. 1990. The Archaeology of the Roman Economy. London: Batsford. 

[Chapters 4 and 5]. INST ARCH DA 170 G; ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 GRE. 

HINGLEY, R. 1989. Rural settlement in Roman Britain. London: Seaby. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 HIN. 

MARZANO, A. 2007. Roman Villas in Central Italy: a social and economic history. 

Leiden: Brill. INST ARCH YATES K 73 MAR. 

MCKAY, A.G. 1975. Houses, villas and palaces in the Roman world. London: 

Thames and Hudson. [See pp. 100–135 (Italian villas) and pp. 156–237 (villas 

in the provinces)]. INST ARCH YATES K 73 MCK. 

PERCIVAL, J. 1988. The Roman Villa. Revised paperback edition. London: Batsford. 

INST ARCH YATES K 73 PER. 

PERCIVAL J. 1987. ‘The Villa in Italy and the provinces’. In J. Wacher (ed.) The 

Roman World, vol. 1, pp. 527–547. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA WAC; 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 5 WAC. 

RICH, J. AND A. WALLACE-HADRILL 1991. City and Country in the Ancient 

World. London: Routledge. [Especially chapters by Millett and Potter]. INST 

ARCH YATES K 100 RIC; ISSUE DESK IOA RIC 3; ANCIENT HISTORY 

M 64 RIC. 

SMITH, J.T. 1997. Roman Villas: a study in social structure. London: Routledge. 

YATES K 73 SMI. 

TAYLOR, J. 2007. An Atlas of Roman Rural Settlement in England. York: CBA. 

INST ARCH DAA Qto Series COU 151. 

TAYLOR, J. 2013. ‘Encountering Romanitas: Characterising the role of agricultural 

communities in Roman Britain’. Britannia 44, 171-190. 

* TERRENATO, N. 2007. ‘The Essential Countryside. The Roman World’. In S.E. 

Alcock and R. Osborne (eds.) Classical Archaeology, Chapter 4(b). Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; INST ARCH YATES A6 ALC; <www>. 

 

 

4. The Roman military and the frontiers 
 

The Roman military was essential to the conquest and control of the empire, but it 

was a complex organisation which changed significantly over time. From the citizen 

levies of the Republic, through to the professional army of the early Empire, it was 

dominated by the infantry legions, but in late antiquity it adapted to meet new threats 

with an emphasis on cavalry mobility. It was also socially dynamic, with its recruits 

reflecting the changing class and ethnic divisions of the empire as a whole, but also 

being moulded into their own kind of ’community of the soldiers’. In this lecture, we 

will look at these different aspects of this fascinating organisation through both 

historical and archaeological sources, before exploring the diverse frontier systems of 

which it was the central element. 
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*ALCOCK, S.E. & R. OSBORNE (eds.) 2007. Classical Archaeology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; YATES A6 ALC. [Chapter 10(b)]; 

<www>. 

ALLISON, P.M. 2013. People and Spaces in Roman Military Bases. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. YATES K 82 ALL; <www>. 

ALSTON, R. 1998. ‘Arms and the man: soldiers, masculinity and power in 

Republican and Imperial Rome’. In L. Foxhall and J. Salmon (eds.) When Men 

Were Men: masculinity, power and identity in classical antiquity, pp. 205–223. 

London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY M 72 FOX. 

BIDWELL, P. 2007. Roman Forts in Britain. London: Batsford/English Heritage. 

INST ARCH DAA 170 BID. 

BISHOP, M. & J. COULSTON 2006. Roman military equipment from the Punic 

Wars to the fall of Rome. London: Batsford (2nd Edition). YATES V 90 BIS. 

CONNOLLY, P. 1998. Greece and Rome at War. London: Greenhill Books. 

ANCIENT HISTORY QUARTOS M 70 CON. 

DRIEL-MURRAY, C. VAN. 1995. ‘Gender in question’. In P. Rush (ed.) Theoretical 

Roman Archaeology: Second Conference Proceedings, pp. 3–21. Aldershot: 

Avebury. ISSUE DESK IOA RUS. 

ELTON, H. 1996. Frontiers of the Roman Empire. London: Batsford. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 61 ELT. [Esp. Chapter 1*; INST ARCH 3290]. 

ERDKAMP, P. (ed.) A Companion to the Roman Army. Oxford: Blackwell. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 ERD. 

GOLDSWORTHY, A. 2003. The Complete Roman Army. London: Thames & 

Hudson. ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 GOL. 

GONZÁLEZ SÁNCHEZ, S. and GUGLIELMI, A. (eds.) 2017. ‘Romans’ and 

‘Barbarians’ beyond the Frontiers: Archaeology, ideology and identities in the 

North. Oxford: Oxbow Books (TRAC Research Papers). INST ARCH DA 170 

GON; <www>. 

HAYNES, I. 1999. ‘Introduction: the Roman army as a community’. In A. 

Goldsworthy and I. Haynes (eds.) The Roman Army as a Community, 7–14. 

Portsmouth, RI: Journal of Roman Archaeology, Supplementary Series 34. 

TEACHING COLLECTION INST ARCH 2744; ANCIENT HISTORY 

QUARTOS R 70 GOL. 

HAYNES, I. 2013. Blood of the Provinces: the Roman auxilia and the making of 

provincial society from Augustus to the Severans. Oxford: O.U.P. A HIST R 70 

HAY; <www>. 

ISAAC, B. 1993. The Limits of Empire: the Roman army in the east. Oxford: OUP. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 ISA. 

JAMES, S. 1999. ‘The community of the soldiers: a major identity and centre of 

power in the Roman empire’. In P. Baker, C. Forcey, S. Jundi and R. Witcher 

(eds.) TRAC 98: Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Theoretical Roman 

Archaeology Conference, Leicester 1998, 14–25. Oxford: Oxbow Books. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 THE. 

*JAMES, S. 2001. ‘Soldiers and civilians: identity and interaction in Roman Britain’. 

In S. James and M. Millett (eds.) Britons and Romans: advancing an 

archaeological agenda, pp. 77-89. York: CBA RR 125. INST ARCH DAA Qto 

Series COU 125 (available online at: 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/cba/rr125.cfm). 

JAMES, S. 2002. ‘Writing the legions: the development and future of Roman military 

studies in Britain’. Archaeological Journal, 159, 1-58. INST ARCH Pers. 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/cba/rr125.cfm
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LUTTWAK, E.N. 1976. The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire. Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins. ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 LUT. 

SOUTHERN, P. AND DIXON, K. R. 1996. The Late Roman Army. London: 

Batsford. ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 SOU. 

WEBSTER, G. 1985. The Roman Imperial Army. London: A & C Black (3rd 

Edition). ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 WEB. 

WHITTAKER, C.R 1994. Frontiers of the Roman Empire: a social and economic 

study. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins. ANCIENT HISTORY R 61 WHI. 

 

 

5. Roman imperialism and culture change 

 

The diversity of the Roman world discussed in the last lecture has often been treated 

rather more simplistically by scholars, who have tended to follow a straightforward 

model of ‘Romanisation’. In recent years, though, there has been a great deal of 

debate about the validity of this concept. In the first half of this session, an overview 

of this debate will be given, before we discuss the issue in more depth in a seminar 

format. 

 

CUNLIFFE, B. 1988. Greeks, Romans and barbarians: spheres of interaction. 

London: Batsford. INST ARCH DA 170 CUN. 

FREEMAN, P.W.M. 1993. ‘Romanisation’ and Roman material culture. Journal of 

Roman Archaeology, 6, 438-45. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

FREEMAN, P.W.M. 1997. ‘Romanization – Imperialism’: what are we talking about? 

In K. Meadows, C. Lemke and J. Heron (eds.) TRAC 96: Proceedings of the 6th 

Annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference, 15-21. Oxford: Oxbow 

Books. INST ARCH DAA 170 THE. 

* GARDNER, A. 2013. ‘Thinking about Roman imperialism: postcolonialism, 

globalization and beyond?’ Britannia, 44, 1-25. INST ARCH Pers/<www>. 

GIVEN, M. 2004. The Archaeology of the Colonized. London: Routledge. INST 

ARCH AH GIV. 

GOSDEN, C. 2004. Archaeology and Colonialism. Cambridge: C.U.P. INST ARCH 

AH GOS. 

HINGLEY, R. 2005. Globalizing Roman Culture: unity, diversity and empire. 

London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY R 72 HIN. 

KEAY, S. & N. TERRENATO, N. (eds.) 2001. Italy and the West: comparative 

issues in Romanization. Oxford: Oxbow Books. INST ARCH DA 170 KEA. 

LAURENCE, R. 2012. Roman Archaeology for Historians, chapters 5.  Routledge: 

London and New York. INST ARCH YATES A 30 LAU; ISSUE DESK IOA 

LAU 1. 

MATTINGLY, D. (ed.) 1997. Dialogues in Roman Imperialism: power, discourse 

and discrepant experience in the Roman empire. Portsmouth, RI: JRA 

Supplementary Series 23. ANCIENT HISTORY R 61 MAT. 

MATTINGLY, D. 2002. Vulgar and weak ‘Romanization’, or time for a paradigm 

shift? Journal of Roman Archaeology, 15, 536-540. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

* MATTINGLY, D. 2004. Being Roman: expressing identity in a provincial setting. 

Journal of Roman Archaeology, 17, 5-25. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

MILLETT, M. 1990. The Romanization of Britain: an essay in archaeological 

interpretation. Cambridge: C.U.P. INST ARCH DAA 170 MIL; ISSUE DESK 

IOA MIL 8. 
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MORLEY, N. 2010. The Roman Empire: roots of imperialism. New York: Pluto 

Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 MOR  

PITTS, M. 2008. ‘Globalizing the local in Roman Britain: an anthropological 

approach to social change’. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology, 27, 493-

506. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

PITTS, M. and VERSLUYS, M.J. (eds.) 2015. Globalisation and the Roman World: 

World History, Connectivity and Material Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R72 PIT; <www>. 

TERRENATO, N. 2008. ‘The cultural implications of the Roman conquest’. In E. 

Bispham (ed.) Roman Europe, pp. 234-264. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 14 BIS. 

VERSLUYS, M.J. 2014. ‘Understanding objects in motion. An archaeological 

dialogue on Romanization’ (with comments and reply). Archaeological 

Dialogues 21(1), 1-64. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

* WEBSTER, J. 2001. ‘Creolizing the Roman Provinces’. American Journal of 

Archaeology, 105, 209-25. INST ARCH Pers/<www>. 

WEBSTER, J. and N. COOPER (eds.) Roman Imperialism: Post-Colonial 

Perspectives. Leicester: University of Leicester, School of Archaeological 

Studies (Leicester Archaeology Monographs 3). ANCIENT HISTORY Qto R 

61 WEB. 

WELLS, P.S. 1999. The Barbarians Speak. Princeton: PUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 

20 WEL.  

WOOLF, G.D. 1992. ‘The unity and diversity of Romanization’. Journal of Roman 

Archaeology, 5, 349-352. INST ARCH Pers. 

WOOLF, G. 1995. ‘The formation of Roman provincial cultures’. In J. Metzler, M. 

Millett, N. Roymans and J. Slofstra (eds.) Integration in the Early Roman West: 

the role of culture and ideology, 9-18. Luxembourg: Musée National d’Histoire 

et d’Art. INST ARCH DA Qto MET. 

WOOLF, G. 1998. Becoming Roman. Cambridge: C.U.P. ANCIENT HISTORY R 28 

WOO. 

 

 

6. Week beginning 6th Nov. READING WEEK – no classes 

 

 

7. Art and material culture (AG/KL) 

 

This session will examine a wide range of Roman material culture, from luxury items 

to more everyday objects, but all involving some artistry in their production. Art in 

Italy during the Republic drew on diverse traditions both native and Greek. What was 

created was a mélange of elements from the archaic to the Hellenistic which never 

really amalgamated into a distinctive style. This is why nobody has been able to write 

a good book on the art of Republican Rome! The creativity of the Augustan age did 

eventually give rise to a truly Roman version of late Hellenistic art and this further 

developed under Augustus’ successors, changing over time in startlingly inventive 

ways, which differed from province to province. By the time of the late Empire, early 

Byzantine Art marked the zenith of the process. Roman art was at its best creating 

luxury objects in gold, silver and gems, so appreciated by the elite of the Empire. 

Many more commonplace objects also involved significant craft, though, and in the 



15 

 

second half of the session we will look at some provincial objects used in dress as 

markers of status or religious affiliation. 

 

Classical art: 

BEARD, M. and HENDERSON, J. 2001. Classical Art from Greece to Rome. 

Oxford: OUP. YATES A 5 BEA. 

BIANCHI BANDINELLI, R. 1970 Rome, the Centre of Power: Roman Art to AD 

200 London: Thames & Hudson. ISSUE DESK IOA BIA. 

BRENDEL, O. 1979. Prolegomena to the Study of Roman Art. New Haven: Yale 

University Press. INST ARCH YATES A40 BRE. 

BRILLIANT, R. 1974 Roman Art from the Republic to Constantine London: Phaidon. 

 INST ARCH YATES A40 BRI. 

CLARKE, J.R. 2003 Art in the Lives of Ordinary Romans: Visual Representation and 

Non-Elite Viewers in Italy, 100 BC – AD 315. Berkeley; London: University of 

California Press.  INST ARCH YATES A50 CLA. 

ELSNER, J. 1995. Art and the Roman Viewer. Cambridge: CUP. INST ARCH 

YATES A 60 ELS. 

ELSNER, J. 1998. Imperial Rome and Christian Triumph. Oxford: OUP INST ARCH 

YATES A 40 ELS. 

GALINSKY, K. 1996. Augustan Culture. Princeton: PUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 

72 GAL.  

HANNESTAD, N. 1986. Roman Art and Imperial Policy. Aarhus: AUP. ISSUE 

DESK IOA HAN 3; INST ARCH YATES Qto. R 45 HAN. 

HARTLEY, E., HAWKES, J., HENIG, M. and MEE, F. 2006. Constantine the Great. 

York’s Roman Emperor. Aldershot. INST ARCH DAA 170 HAR. 

HENIG, M. (ed.) 1983. A Handbook of Roman Art. Oxford: OUP. ISSUE DESK IOA 

HEN 6; INST ARCH YATES A 40 HEN. 

HENIG, M. 1995. The Art of Roman Britain. London. ISSUE DESK IOA HEN 5; 

INST ARCH DAA 170 HEN. 

HÖLSCHER, T. 2004. The language of images in Roman art. Trans. A. Snodgrass 

and A. Künzl-Snodgrass. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. INST 

ARCH YATES M125 HOL. 

* KAMPEN, N. B. 2003. ‘On Writing Histories of Roman Art’. The Art Bulletin 85/2, 

371–386. ART PERS; <www>. 

NODELMAN, S. 1975 ‘How to read a Roman portrait.’ Art in America 63: 26–33; 

also available in D'Ambra, E. 1993.  Roman Art in Context: An Anthology. 

Englewoods Cliffs, NJ; London: Prentice Hall.  INST ARCH YATES A40 

DAM. 

ONIANS, J. 1999. Classical Art and the Culture of Greece and Rome. Yale: Y.U.P. 

INST ARCH YATES A 5 ONI 

* SCOTT, S. 2006. ‘Art and the Archaeologist’. World Archaeology 38/4, 628–643. 

INST ARCH PERS; <www>. 

SCOTT, S. and WEBSTER, J. (eds.) 2003. Roman Imperialism and Provincial Art. 

Cambridge: CUP. INST ARCH YATES A 40 SCO. 

STEWART, P. 2003. Statues in Roman Society: Representation and Response. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. INST ARCH YATES M125 STE. 

STEWART, P. 2008. The Social History of Roman Art (Key Themes in Ancient 

History). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. INST ARCH YATES A40 

STE. 

STRONG, D. 1988. Roman Art. Yale U.P. INST ARCH YATES A 40 STR. 
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STRONG, D.E. 1966. Roman Gold and Silver Plate. London: Methuen. INST ARCH 

YATES T 50 STR. 

ZANKER, P. 1988. The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus. Michigan: UMP. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 15 ZAN. 

ZANKER, P. 2010. Roman Art. Trans. H. Heitmann-Gordon. Los Angeles: The J. 

Paul Getty Museum. INST ARCH YATES A40 ZAN; ART FB 5 ZAN. 

 

Personal objects/adornment and other crafts: 

ALLASON-JONES, L. (ed.) 2011. Artefacts in Roman Britain: their purpose and use. 

Cambridge: CUP. INST ARCH DAA 170 ALL. 

COOL, H. E. M. 2002. ‘An overview of the small finds from Catterick’. In P. Wilson, 

Cataractonium. Roman Catterick and its hinterland, vol 2, chapter 14. CBA 

Research Report 128. INST ARCH DAA QTO SERIES COU 128. 

CROOM, A.T. 2000. Roman Clothing and Fashion. Stroud: Tempus. INST ARCH 

YATES A 75 CRO. 

CRUMMY, NINA 1983. The Roman small finds from excavations in Colchester 

1971–9. Colchester: Colchester Archaeological Trust. INST ARCH DAA 410 

E.7 CRU 

HENIG, M. 1978. A Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites. 

Oxford: B.A.R. British Series, 8 (2nd Edition). INST ARCH DAA Qto Series 

BRI 8.  

HINGLEY, R. & S. WILLIS (eds.) 2007. Roman Finds: Context and Theory. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 Qto HIN. 

LAVAN, L., SWIFT, E. & PUTZEYS, T. 2007. Objects in Context, Objects in Use: 

material spatiality in late antiquity. Leiden: Brill. INST ARCH DA 180 LAV. 

REECE, R. 1999. The Later Roman Empire: An Archaeology. Stroud: Tempus. INST 

ARCH YATES A 47 REE. 

SWIFT, E. 2003. Roman Dress Accessories. Princes Risborough: Shire. INST ARCH 

DAA 170 SWI. 

SWIFT, E. 2009. Style and Function in Roman Decoration: living with objects and 

interiors. Farnham: Ashgate. INST ARCH YATES A 99 SWI. 

SWIFT, E. 2020. Roman Artefacts and Society: design, behaviour and experience. 

Oxford: O.U.P. INST ARCH DAA 170 SWI; <www>. 

SWIFT, E., STONER, J., and PUDSEY, A. 2021. A Social Archaeology of Roman 

and Late Antique Egypt : Artefacts of Everyday Life. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. <www>. 

 

 

8. The diversity of Roman identities 

 

There were many different categories of social distinction in the Roman world. Class 

and status, gender, citizenship, age, ethnicity and occupation all served to create a 

complex network of identities for any individual. The character and relative 

importance of all of these identities varied from time to time and place to place, but in 

this session, we will look at some of the general features of these social categories, 

and at how they engendered lots of different ways of ‘Being Roman’. 

 
*ALCOCK, S.E. & R. OSBORNE (eds.) 2007. Classical Archaeology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; YATES A6 ALC. [Chapters 8(b) and 

9(b)] ; <www>. 
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ALLASON-JONES, L. 1989. Women in Roman Britain. London: B.M.P. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 ALL. 

ALLASON-JONES, L. 2000. Roman Woman. London: Michael O’Mara. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 ALL. 

BALSDON, J.P.V.D. 1979. Romans and Aliens. Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R 57 BAL. 

BRADLEY, K.R. 1987. Slaves and Masters in the Roman Empire: a study in social 

control. Oxford: O.U.P. ANCIENT HISTORY R 66 BRA. 

CLARK, G. 1996. ‘Roman Women’. In I. McAuslan and P. Walcot (eds.) Women in 

Antiquity, pp. 36–55. Oxford: Oxford University Press. ANCIENT HISTORY A 

65 MAC. 

DENCH, E. 2005. Romulus’ Asylum: Roman identities from the age of Alexander to 

the Age of Hadrian. Oxford: O.U.P. ANCIENT HISTORY R72 DEN; <www>. 

ECKARDT, H. (ed.) 2010. Roman Diasporas: Archaeological Approaches to 

Mobility and Diversity in the Roman Empire. Portsmouth, RI: JRA 

Supplementary Series 78. ANCIENT HISTORY R61 ECK. 

GARDNER, A., HERRING, E. & LOMAS, K. (eds) 2013. Creating Ethnicities and 

Identities in the Roman World. London: Institute of Classical Studies. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R55 GAR. 

HARLOW, M. 2008. ‘Roman society’. In E. Bispham (ed.) Roman Europe, pp. 109-

134. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 BIS. 

HARLOW, M. and R. LAURENCE 2002. Growing Up and Growing Old in Ancient 

Rome. London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 HAR.  

HARLOW, M. and R. LAURENCE (eds.) 2007. Age and Ageing in the Roman 

Empire. Portsmouth, R.I.: Journal of Roman Archaeology (SS 65). ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 65 HAR. 

HASSALL, M. 1987. ‘Romans and non-Romans’, in J. Wacher (ed.), The Roman 

World, vol. 2, pp. 685–700. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA WAC; ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 5 WAC. 

HOPE, V. 2000. ‘Status and identity in the Roman world’, in J. Huskinson (ed.) 

Experiencing Rome, 125–152. London: Routledge/OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY 

R 72 HUS. 

HOPKINS, K. 1978. Conquerors and Slaves. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. ISSUE DESK IOA HOP; ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 HOP. 

JOSHEL, S.R. 2010. Slavery in the Roman World. Cambridge: CUP. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 66 JOS. 

JOSHEL, S.R. and S. MURNAGHAN (eds.) 1998. Women and Slaves in Greco-

Roman Culture. London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY M 65 JOS. 

KLEINER, D.E.E. & S.B. MATHESON (eds.) 1996. I Claudia. Women in Ancient 

Rome. Yale University Art Gallery: New Haven. See especially A. Wallace-

Hadrill, ‘Engendering the Roman House’, pp. 104–115. INST ARCH YATES 

QUARTOS A6 KLE. 

LEFKOWITZ, M.R. & M.B. FANT (eds.) 1992. Women’s life in Greece and Rome: a 

source book in translation. London: Duckworth. ANCIENT HISTORY M 65 

LEF. 

LARSSON LOVÉN, L. & A. STRÖMBERG (eds.) 1998. Aspects of Women in 

Antiquity: proceedings of the first Nordic Symposium on Women’s Lives in 

Antiquity, Göteborg, 12–15 June 1997. Jonsered: P. Åströms Förlag. ANCIENT 

HISTORY M 65 LOV. 
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Empire. Princeton: Princeton University Press. ANCIENT HISTORY R61 

MAT. 

MILLAR, F. 1981. The Roman Empire and its Neighbours. [Chapter 3, ‘The 
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(2nd Edition). ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 MIL. 

MILLAR, F. 1992. The Emperor in the Roman World [Chapter 6: ‘The equestrian 

order and the senate’ (pp. 275–362). London: Duckworth (2nd Edition). 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 MIL. 

MONTSERRAT, D. (ed.) 1997. Changing Bodies, Changing Meanings: studies on 

the human body in antiquity. London: Routledge. CLASSICS C 18 MON. 

MONTSERRAT, D. 2000. ‘Reading gender in the Roman world’. In J. Huskinson 

(ed.) Experiencing Rome, pp. 153–181. London: Routledge/OUP. ANCIENT 

HISTORY R 72 HUS 

POMEROY, S.B. 1994. Goddesses, whores, wives and slaves: women in classical 

antiquity. London: Pimlico. ANCIENT HISTORY A 65 POM. 

STARR, C. G. 1982. The Roman Empire 27 BC–AD 476 [Chapter 3 ‘The Roman 

aristocracy, senators and equestrians’]. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 

14 STA. 

THOMPSON, F.H. 2003. The archaeology of Greek and Roman slavery. ANCIENT 

HISTORY M 66 THO. 

WEBSTER, J. 2008. ‘Less Beloved. Roman archaeology, slavery and the failure to 

compare’. Archaeological Dialogues, 15, 103-23 (plus discussion papers). INST 

ARCH Pers; <www>. 

WIEDEMANN, T. (ed.) 1997. Greek and Roman slavery. London: Routledge (2nd 

Edition). ANCIENT HISTORY M 66 WIE. 

 

 

9. Religion and burial (AG/KL) 

 

Roman imperial religion was a mixture of a wide range of cults and practices from 

diverse sources. Traditional Roman gods, particularly Jupiter, Juno and Minerva, were 

important, as was the worship of deified emperors. Local cults were also generally 

tolerated, often with the deity concerned being twinned with a Roman god dealing 

with a similar sphere of life, such as war or fertility - a process known as ’syncretism’. 

A third category of beliefs comprised the so-called ’mystery cults’: exclusive faiths 

based around the worship of figures drawn from Greek, Persian or Egyptian myth. 

Christianity also bears similarities to some of these cults, and this became increasingly 

popular in the later Roman period. Roman religion was thus highly varied, and in the 

first part of this session we will look at how these different strands secured or 

undermined the empire, and at how important religion was in daily life. Following on 

from this, we will examine the link between religion and a crucial category of 

archaeological evidence – human burial – and also at the evidence bearing upon a 

wide range of other questions that this can provide. 
 

*ALCOCK, S.E. & R. OSBORNE (eds.) 2007. Classical Archaeology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. ISSUE DESK IoA ALC 2; INST ARCH YATES A6 ALC. [Chapter 

7(b)] ; <www>. 
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10. Trade and exchange (Kris Lockyear) 
 

The Roman economy was based upon agriculture, but also involved much long-

distance trade in a huge range of goods. There has been a great deal of debate 

concerning how ‘ancient’ (rural/agrarian) or ‘modern’ (urban, monetised) the Roman 

economy was, with conflicting evidence on both sides. In this session, we will look at 

these broad issues primarily through more detailed consideration of our main evidence 

for the Roman economy – pottery and coinage – which also have a variety of other 

uses in Roman archaeology. 

 

General 

ALLEN, M., LODWICK, L., BRINDLE, T., FULFORD, M. and SMITH, A.T. 2017. 

New Visions of the Countryside of Roman Britain, 2: the rural economy of 

Roman Britain. London: Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies. DAA 170 

Qto ALL <PDF available from the Archaeological Data Service>. 

BANG, P.F. 2008. The Roman Bazaar: a comparative study of trade and markets in a 

tributary empire. Cambridge: CUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 68 BAN. 

BANG, P.F, IKEGUCHI, M. & H.G. ZICHE (eds.) 2006. Ancient Economies, 

Modern Methodologies. Bari: Edipuglia. ANCIENT HISTORY A 64 BAN.  

BARKER, G. & J. LLOYD (eds.) 1991. Roman Landscapes: Archaeological Survey 

in the Mediterranean Region. London: British School at Rome. INST ARCH 

YATES QUARTOS E 5 BAR; ISSUE DESK IOA BAR 4. 

BOWMAN, A. and A. WILSON (eds.) Quantifying the Roman Economy: methods 

and problems. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 BOW.  

CASSON, L. 1995. Ships and Seamanship in the Ancient World. Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins University Press. INST ARCH HC CAS. 

ERDKAMP, P. 2002. The Roman Army and the Economy. Amsterdam: Gieben. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 ERD. 

FINLEY, M.I. 1985. The Ancient Economy. London: The Hogarth Press (2nd Edition). 

ANCIENT HISTORY M 64 FIN. 

GARNSEY, P. and R. SALLER 1987. The Roman Empire: economy, society and 

culture. London: Duckworth. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 GAR. 

GREENE, K. 1990. The Archaeology of the Roman Economy. London: Batsford. 

INST ARCH DA 170 G; ANCIENT HISTORY R 64 GRE. 

HARRIS, W. V. 1993. ‘Between archaic and modern: some current problems in the 

history of the Roman economy’. In W.V. Harris (ed.) The Inscribed Economy: 



21 

 

Production and distribution in the Roman Empire in the light of instrumentum 

domesticum, pp. 11–29. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan (Journal of Roman 

Archaeology Supplement No. 6). ANCIENT HISTORY QUARTOS R 68 HAR. 

* MORLEY, N. 2007. Trade in Classical Antiquity. [Chapter 1] Cambridge: CUP. 

ANCIENT HISTORY A 68 MOR; <www>. 

SCHEIDEL, W. & S. VON REDEN (eds.) 2002. The Ancient Economy. Edinburgh: 

EUP. ANCIENT HISTORY M 64 SCH. 

SCHEIDEL, W., MORRIS, I. & R. SALLER (eds.) 2007. The Cambridge Economic 

History of the Greco-Roman World. Cambridge: CUP. ANCIENT HISTORY M 

64 SCH. 

WHITE, K. D. 1970. Roman farming. ANCIENT HISTORY R 67 WHI. 

WILSON, A. 2008. Economy and trade. In E. Bispham (ed.) Roman Europe, pp. 170-

202. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 BIS. 

 

Pottery 

DE LA BÉDOYÈRE, G. 1988. Samian Ware. INST ARCH YATES P 40 DEL; INST 

ARCH KD BED. 

GREENE, K. 1992. Roman Pottery. YATES P 40 GRE. 

HAYES, J. 1997. Handbook of Mediterranean Roman Pottery. INST ARCH DA 170 

HAY. 

HAWTHORNE, J. W. J. 1998. ‘Pottery and Paradigms in the Early Western Empire’. 

In C. Forcey, J. Hawthorne and R. Witcher (eds.) TRAC97: Proceedings of the 

Seventh Annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference Nottingham 1997, 

pp. 160–172. Oxford: Oxbow. IOA TEACHING COLLECTION 2969; INST 

ARCH DAA 170 THE. 

JOHNS, C. 1971. Arretine and Samian Pottery. INST ARCH YATES P 40 JOH. 

PEACOCK, D. 1982. Pottery in the Roman World: an ethnoarchaeological approach. 

London: Longman. INST ARCH DA 170 PEA. 

PEACOCK, D. & D. WILLIAMS 1986. Amphorae and the Roman Economy: an 

introductory guide. INST ARCH TYLECOTE PEA; YATES P 70 PEA. 

PEÑA, J.T. 2007. Roman Pottery in the Archaeological Record. Cambridge: CUP. 

INST ARCH DA 170 PEN. 

SWAN, V. I. 1984. The Pottery Kilns of Roman Britain. London: HMSO. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 SWA. 

SWAN, V. 1988. Pottery in Roman Britain. Fourth edition. Princes Risborough: 

Shire. INST ARCH DAA 170 SWA. 

SWAN, V. I. 1992. ‘Legio VI and its Men: African Legionaries in Britain’, Journal of 

Roman Pottery Studies 5: 1–34. 

TYERS, P. 1996. Pottery in Roman Britain. INST ARCH DAA 170 TYE. 

 

Coinage 

ABDY, R.A. 2002. Romano-British coin hoards. Princes Risborough: Shire. INST 

ARCH KM ABD. 

BURNETT, A. 1991. Coins. London: British Museum Press. INST ARCH KM BUR. 

BURNETT, A. 1987. Coinage in the Roman World. Seaby: London. ISSUE DESK 

IOA BUR 3; INST ARCH KM BUR. 

CASEY, P.J. 1986. Understanding Ancient Coins. YATES R5 CAS; INST ARCH 

KM CAS. 

CASEY, P.J. 2002. Roman Coinage in Britain. Princes Risborough: Shire Books. 

INST ARCH DAA 170 CAS. 



22 

 

CRAWFORD, M.H. 1983. ‘Numismatics’. In M. H. Crawford (ed.) Sources for 

Ancient History, pp. 185–233. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

ANCIENT HISTORY M 5 CRA. 

HOWGEGO, C.J. 1990. ‘Why did ancient states strike coins.’ Numismatic Chronicle, 

150, pp. 1–25. INST ARCH Pers. 

* HOWGEGO, C.J. 1992 ‘The supply and use of money in the Roman world.’ 

Journal of Roman Studies, 82, pp. 1–31. CLASSICS Pers; <www>. 

HOWGEGO, C.J. 1994. ‘Coin circulation and the integration of the Roman 

Economy.’ Journal of Roman Archaeology, 7, pp. 5–21. INST ARCH Pers. 

HOWGEGO, C. 1995. Ancient History from Coins. London: Routledge. ANCIENT 

HISTORY A 4 HOW. 

KENT, J.P.C. 1988. ‘Interpreting Coin Finds’. In P.J. Casey and R. Reece (eds.) 

Coins and the Archaeologist, pp. 201–217. London: Seaby (2nd Edition). INST 

ARCH KM CAS. 

LOCKYEAR, K. 2012. ‘Dating coins, dating with coins’. Oxford Journal of 

Archaeology 31(2): 191–211. INST ARCH PERS; <www>. 

REECE, R. 1987. Coinage in Roman Britain. London: Seaby. INST ARCH DAA 170 

REE. 

REECE, R. 2002. The Coinage of Roman Britain. Stroud: Tempus. INST ARCH KM 

REE. 

WALTON, P.J. 2012. Rethinking Roman Britain: coinage and archaeology. 

Wetteren: Moneta. INST ARCH DAA 170 Qto WAL. 

 

 

11. The Dominate and the question of collapse (Kris Lockyear) 

 

In the last session of the course, we will focus on the later Roman empire – the period 

of the so-called Dominate – and the many questions surrounding the collapse of the 

western empire in the 5th century. The political and social structure of the Dominate 

was rather different to that of the Principate, and the archaeology of later 3rd and 4th 

centuries is thus distinctive, with important changes in urban life, the military and so 

on. As we move into the 5th century, the problem becomes deciding when such 

transformations become identifiable as major cultural or administrative shifts – at 

least in the western provinces. In the eastern half of the Roman world, the empire 

continues in some form for nearly another millennium, so once again we need to pay 

careful attention to the distinctive features of different regions. 

 

BOWDEN, W. 2008. ‘The fourth century’. In E. Bispham (ed.) Roman Europe, pp. 

265-298. Oxford: OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 BIS. 

BOWERSOCK, G.W., BROWN, P. & O. GRABAR (eds.) 2001. Interpreting Late 

Antiquity. Harvard: Belknap. ANCIENT HISTORY A 6 BOW. 

BROWN, P. 2002. The World of Late Antiquity. London: Thames and Hudson. 

ANCIENT HISTORY A 5 BRO. 

CHRYSOS, E. 1997. ‘The empire in east and west’. In L. Webster and M. Brown 

(eds.) The Transformation of the Roman World, AD 400 – 900, 9-18. London: 

British Museum Press. ISSUE DESK IOA WEB 2; INST ARCH DA 180 WEB. 

CAMERON, A. 1993. The Later Roman Empire. London: Fontana. ISSUE DESK 

IOA CAM 4; ANCIENT HISTORY R 17 CAM. 

CAMERON, A. 1993. The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity AD 395–600. 

London: Routledge. ANCIENT HISTORY R 19 CAM. 



23 

 

DARK, K.R. 1994. Civitas to Kingdom: British Political Continuity, 300–800. 

Leicester University Press, Leicester. INST ARCH DAA 180 DAR. 

ESMONDE CLEARY, S. 1989. The Ending of Roman Britain. London: Batsford. 

INST ARCH DAA 170 CLE. 

FAULKNER, N. 2000. Decline and Fall of Roman Britain. Stroud: Tempus. INST 

ARCH DAA 170 FAU. 

GARDNER, A. 2007. An Archaeology of Identity: soldiers and society in late Roman 

Britain. Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press. INST ARCH DAA 170 GAR.  

HAARER, F. (ed.) 2014. AD 410: the history and archaeology of late and post-

Roman Britain. London: Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies. DAA 170 

Qto HAA. 

HALSALL, G. 2007. Barbarian Migrations and the Roman West, 376-568. 

Cambridge: CUP. HISTORY 41 fa HAL. 

HEATHER, P. 2005. The Fall of the Roman Empire: a new history. Basingstoke: 

MacMillan. ANCIENT HISTORY R 14 HEA. 

* LIM, R. 2010. ‘Late Antiquity’. In E. Bispham, T. Harrison and B. Sparkes (eds.) 

The Edinburgh Companion to Ancient Greece and Rome, 114-120. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press. <www> 

MAAS, M. 2000. Readings in Late Antiquity: a sourcebook. London: Routledge. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 4 MAA. 

MOORHEAD, J. 2001. The Roman Empire Divided, 400-700. Harlow: Pearson. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 19 MOO. 

NOBLE, T.F.X. (ed.) 2006. From Roman Provinces to Medieval Kingdoms. London: 

Routledge. HISTORY 41 fa NOB. 

NORWICH, J.J. 1998. A Short History of Byzantium. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

HISTORY 41 c NOR. 

REECE, R. 1980. ‘Town and country: the end of Roman Britain’. World Archaeology, 

12(1), 77-92. INST ARCH Pers; <www>. 

REECE, R. 1999. The Later Roman Empire: An Archaeology. Stroud: Tempus. 

YATES A 47 REE. 

SOUTHERN, P. & DIXON, K.R. 1996. The Late Roman Army. London: Batsford. 

ANCIENT HISTORY R 70 SOU. 

WARD-PERKINS, B. 2005. The Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization. Oxford: 

OUP. ANCIENT HISTORY T 14 WAR. 

WICKHAM, C. 2009. The Inheritance of Rome. London: Allen Lane. HISTORY 41 f 

WIC. 

WELLS, P.S. 2008. Barbarians to Angels: the Dark Ages reconsidered. New York: 

Norton. INST ARCH DA 180 WEL. 
 


