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ANTHROPOLOGY UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 2018-19 
 
PLEASE CHECK THE ONLINE TIMETABLE AND MOODLE NOTICES FOR ANY 
TIMETABLE/ROOM CHANGE 

 
Module 
code 

Module title Credits Year Term Type Page Term 1 
affiliates 

First Year Compulsory   
ANTH0001 Introduction to Material and Visual 

Culture 
30 1 1&2 MC 3  

ANTH0002 Introduction to Material and Visual 
Culture A 

15 1 1 MC 3 Yes 

ANTH0003 Introduction to Social Anthropology 30 1 1&2 Soc 3  
ANTH0004 Introduction to Social Anthropology I A 15 1 1 Soc 4 Yes 
ANTH0005 Introduction to Social Anthropology II B 15 1 2 Soc 4  
ANTH0006 Researching the Social World 15 1 2 Soc/MC 5  
ANTH0007 Methods and Techniques in Biological 

Anthropology 
15 1 1&2 Bio 6  

ANTH0008 Introduction to Biological Anthropology 30 1 1&2 Bio 6  
ANTH0009 Introduction to Biological Anthropology I 

A 
15 1 1 Bio 7  

ANTH0010 Introduction to Biological Anthropology II 
B 

15 1 2 Bio 7  

        
Second Year Only   
ANTH0013 Theoretical Perspectives in Social 

Anthropology and Material Culture 
15 2 1 Soc/MC 8 Yes 

ANTH0015 Being Human 15 2 2 Bio/MC/ 
Med/Soc 

9  

ANTH0050 Palaeontology and Paleoecology 15 2 2 Bio 20  
ANTH0051 Geology of the Turkana Basin 15 2 2 Bio 21  
ANTH0052 Ecology of the Turkana Basin 15 2 2 Bio 21  
ANTH0053 Archaeology of the Turkana Basin 15 2 2 Bio 22  
        
Second / Third / Fourth Year   
ANTH0040 Primate Evolution and Environments 15 2/3/4 1 Bio 15 Yes 
ANTH0060 Primate Behaviour and Ecology 15 2/3/4 1 Bio 24 Yes 
ANTH0068 Human Brain, Cognition and Language 15 2/3/4 1 Bio/Med 25 Yes 
ANTH0012 Palaeoanthropology 15 2/3/4 2 Bio 8  
ANTH0044 Human Behavioural Ecology 15 2/3/4 2 Bio 17  
ANTH0076 Humans, Ecosystems and Conservation  15 2/3/4 2 Bio 28  
ANTH0079 Aspects of Applied Medical Anthropology  15 2/3/4 1 Med 29 Yes 
ANTH0182 Medical Anthropology 15 2/3/4 1 Med 30 Yes 
ANTH0016 Anthropology of the Body 15 2/3/4 2 Med 9  
ANTH0066 Anthropologies of Science, Society and 

Biomedicine 
15 2/3/4 2 Med 24  

ANTH0098 Multisensory Experience: Understanding 
Sickness and Health Through the Senses 
NEW 

15 2/3/4 2 Med 29  

ANTH0074 Art in the Public Sphere  15 2/3/4 1 MVDD 27 Yes 
ANTH0070 From Analog to Digital: Games and 

Gaming 
15 2/3/4 1 MVDD 26 Yes 

ANTH0198 Material Politics NEW 15 2/3/4 1 MVDD 31 Yes 
ANTH0064 Anthropology of the Built Environment 15 2/3/4 2 MVDD 24  
ANTH0026 Social Construction of Landscapes 15 2/3/4 2 MVDD 12  
ANTH0022 The Anthropology of Social Media NEW 15 2/3/4 2 MVDD 11  
ANTH0048 Anthropologies of Islam 15 2/3/4 1 Soc 19 Yes 
ANTH0193 Anthropology of War 15 2/3/4 1 Soc 31 Yes 

UCL ANTHROPOLOGY 
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ANTH0069 Ethnography of Forest People 15 2/3/4 1 Soc 26 Yes 
ANTH0077 The Social Forms of Revolution 15 2/3/4 1 Soc 28 Yes 
ANTH0072 Anthropology of India 15 2/3/4 2 Soc 27  
ANTH0021 Hunter-Gatherers Past, Present and 

Future 
15 2/3/4 2 Soc 11  

ANTH0029 The Anthropology of Nationalism, 
Ethnicity and Race 

15 3/4 2 Soc 13  

        
Third / Fourth Year  
ANTH0038 Evolution and Human Behaviour 15 3/4 2 Bio 14  
ANTH0032 Atapuerca and Human Evolution in 

Europe 
15 3/4 June 

2018 
Bio 13  

ANTH0047 Anthropology of Ethics and Morality 15 3/4 1 Med 19 Yes 
ANTH0037 Reproduction, Fertility and Sex 15 3/4 1 Med 14 Yes 
ANTH0025 Anthropology and Psychiatry 15 3/4 2 Med 12  
ANTH0045 Ritual Healing and Therapeutic 

Emplotment  
15 3/4 2 Med 17  

ANTH0017 Advanced Topics in Digital Culture 15 3/4 1 MVDD 10 Yes 
ANTH0043 Transforming and Creating Worlds: 

Anthropological Perspectives on 
Techniques and Technology 

15 3/4 1 MVDD 16 Yes 

ANTH0046 Ethnographic Documentary Film Making 
– Advanced Practice 

15 3/4 1 Soc 18 Yes 

ANTH0055 Political Anthropology 15 3/4 1 Soc 22  
ANTH0184 The Anthropology of Music and 

Performance NEW 
15 3/4 1 Soc 30 Yes 

ANTH0049 Anthropology of Capitalisms NEW 15 3/4 1 Soc 20 Yes 
ANTH0056 Anthropological Approaches to Eurasian 

Socialist and Post-Socialist Societies 
15 3/4 2 Soc 23  

ANTH0041 Temporality, Consciousness and 
Everyday Life 

15 3/4 2 Soc 15  
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Module code ANTH0001                                                                           back to top 
Module title Introduction to Material and Visual Culture 
Course description A general introduction to material culture studies including their history, 

comparative study of technology; theories of artifacts; art and museum 
practice and theory.  
Themes treated: 
Term1: Museums, Technology, Art, Photography 
Term2: Consumption, Architecture, Landscape, Digital 

Credits 30 
Means of assessment Unseen 2 hour written exam (30%) + 1500 words essay (10%) + 60 page 

lab book (40%) + 1500 words object analysis (20%) 
Prerequisites None. Core course for BSc Anthropology students. 
Year 1 
Term taught  Terms 1 & 2 
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 x 1 hour lectures + 1 hour tutorial + 2 hours lab session every 2 weeks: 

1st week: 2 x 1 hour lectures + 1 hour tutorial 
2nd week: 2 hours lab session 

Timetable Tuesdays 16:00-17:00 & Thursdays 10:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Rafael Schacter 
Email r.schacter@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0002                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Material and Visual Culture I 
Course description A general introduction to material culture studies including their history, 

comparative study of technology; theories of artifacts; art and museum 
practice and theory.  
Themes treated: Museums, Technology, Art, Photography 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 1500 words essay (20%) + 30 page lab book (50%) + 1500 words object 

analysis (30%) 
Prerequisites None. History of Art students wishing to take an introductory material 

culture option should take this course as there will be no Introduction to 
Material and Visual Culture II in Term 2. 

Year 1 
Term taught  Term 1 only 
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 x 1 hour lectures + 1 hour tutorial + 2 hours lab session every 2 weeks: 

1st week: 2 x 1 hour lectures + 1 hour tutorial 
2nd week: 2 hours lab session 

Timetable Tuesdays 16:00-17:00 & Thursdays 10:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Rafael Schacter 
Email r.schacter@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0003                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Social Anthropology 
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Course description This two-term course introduces key thinkers, themes, and debates in 
social anthropology. The course explores the role of ‘culture’ in defining 
humanity, and how anthropologists, past and present, study it. The first 
half of the course focuses on the representation of ‘Otherness’, 
ethnographic practice, constructions of personhood, the problem of 
gender, and globalisation as an analytic node. The second part of the 
course explores the role of politics in both small and large-scale societies, 
aspects of religious belief and practice such as witchcraft, magic, belief 
and initiation, kinship and alliance, and the role of economics and 
consumption. 

Credits 30 
Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (80%) + 1500 words essay (20%)  
Prerequisites None. Core course for 1st year Anthropology students 
Year 1 
Term taught  1 & 2 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Allen Abramson; Dr Ashraf Hoque 
Email a.abramson@ucl.ac.uk; a.hoque@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0004                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Social Anthropology I A 
Course description This course introduces key thinkers, themes, and debates in social 

anthropology. The course explores the role of ‘culture’ in defining 
humanity, and how anthropologists, past and present, study it. Students 
will be introduced to debates pertaining to representation of ‘Otherness’, 
ethnographic practice, constructions of personhood, the problem of 
gender, and globalisation as an analytic node. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (100%)  
Prerequisites None 
Year 1 
Term taught  Term 1 only 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Allen Abramson 
Email a.abramson@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0005                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Social Anthropology II B 
Course description This course introduces key thinkers, themes, and debates in social 

anthropology. The course explores the role of ‘culture’ in defining 
humanity, and how anthropologists, past and present, study it. Students 
will be introduced to debates pertaining to the role of politics in both 



Anthropology Undergraduate Courses 2018-19 

5 
 

small and large-scale societies, aspects of religious belief and practice 
such as witchcraft, magic, belief and initiation, kinship and alliance, and 
the role of economics and consumption. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (100%)  
Prerequisites Normally ANTH0004: Introduction to Social Anthropology I A. However, 

this prerequisite is waived in some circumstances, especially for Affiliate 
students arriving at the beginning of Term 2. 

Year 1 
Term taught  Term 2 only 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Ashraf Hoque 
Email a.hoque@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0006                                                                          back to top 
Module title Researching the Social World 
Course description This course provides an introduction to modern social anthropological 

research training and specifically in the use of digital media. It provides 
our students with a basic introduction to quality documentary 
filmmaking.  The course combines the basics of ethnographic research 
with training in one set of tools for communication of research findings. 
Students will explore the use of observational methods, of interview and 
consider the role of ethical considerations in research. This training will 
feed into the research that underpins the final film. Finally the course will 
develop the students’ critical skills in film analysis through the practical 
application and experience of creating a short film and manipulating 
digital media and equipment to that end.  The course responds to the 
growing wish among UCL students to use digital media as a tool in 
research and it forms a prerequisite for the third year film course, 
ANTH0046. It also provides an important introduction to vocationally 
relevant skills. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2500 words diary of research & film-making (50%) + short film 3-5 min 

(50%)  
Prerequisites None. Core course for 1st Year Anthropology students. This course is only 

available to students registered in the Anthropology Department and is 
not open to non-anthropology students and affiliate students. 

Year 1 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology/Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture some weeks + 2 hours lab session most weeks 
Timetable Wednesdays 11:00-13:00 (lecture) & Fridays (lab) 
Course coordinator  James Price 
Email james.r.price@ucl.ac.uk 
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Module code ANTH0007                                                                          back to top 
Module title Methods and Techniques in Biological Anthropology 
Course description A laboratory-based course designed as a practical introduction to 

biological anthropology. The course runs in parallel with ANTH0008: 
Introduction to Biological Anthropology. The course introduces methods 
of data collection and data handling, descriptive statistics and hypothesis 
testing. Subject areas include evolutionary theory, genetics, taxonomy, 
behavioural ecology, primate evolution, nutrition, anthropometry, 
demography, and resource use. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Lab book 33.3% + Scientific Report 33.3% + Quizzes 33.3%  
Prerequisites Only available to Anthropology students – not open to affiliate students. 
Year 1 
Term taught  1 & 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lab session per week.  
Timetable Tuesdays 
Course coordinator Dr Emily Emmott 
Email emily.emmott@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0008                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Biological Anthropology 
Course description Basic evolutionary biology as applied in anthropology, covering 

evolutionary theory, socio-biology, primate behaviour, taxonomy and 
phylogenetic reconstruction. Introduction to the similarities and 
differences between humans and non-human primates from both 
biological and behavioural perspectives. Overview of human adaptation 
to different environmental and other stresses. General introduction to 
human nutritional requirements and problems. Introductory overview of 
the fossil and archaeological evidence for human evolution, and of the 
interpretation of this evidence.  Introductory survey of principles and 
findings in the fields of nutrition, environmental physiology, epidemiology 
and evolution of infectious diseases relevant to the study of human 
ecology. 

Credits 30 
Means of assessment 3 hour unseen written exam (100%) + 4 x 1500 words non-assessed 

essays 
Prerequisites None. Anthropology 1st year core course. 
Year 1 
Term taught  1 & 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Prof Volker Sommer; Dr Emily Emmott 
Email v.sommer@ucl.ac.uk; emily.emmott@ucl.ac.uk 
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Module code ANTH0009                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Biological Anthropology I 
Course description Term 1 of the whole unit ANTH0008. Basic evolutionary biology as 

applied in anthropology, covering evolutionary theory, socio-biology, 
primate behaviour, taxonomy and phylogenetic 
reconstruction.  Introduction to the similarities and differences between 
humans and non-human primates from both biological and behavioural 
perspectives.  

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour unseen written exam (100%) + 2 x 1500 words non-assessed 

essays 
Prerequisites None. Term 1 of the core Anthropology 1st year course 
Year 1 
Term taught  Term 1 only 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Prof Volker Sommer; Dr Andrea Migliano 
Email v.sommer@ucl.ac.uk; a.migliano@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0010                                                                          back to top 
Module title Introduction to Biological Anthropology II 
Course description Introductory overview of human adaptation to different environmental 

and other stresses; General introduction to human nutritional 
requirements and problems, environmental physiology, epidemiology 
and evolution of infectious diseases relevant to the study of human 
ecology. Introductory overview of human evolution through the 
introduction to the fossil and archaeological record and its interpretation. 
Familiarisation with the different hominin species through the analysis of 
the origin, evolution and consequences of the major physical and 
behavioural adaptations of humans. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour unseen written exam (100%) + 2 x 1500 words non-assessed 

essays 
Prerequisites None. Term 2 of Anthropology first year core course (ANTH0008). This is a 

core course for Human Sciences students. This course is not open to 
affiliate students. 

Year 1 
Term taught  Term 2 only 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Caroline Garaway;  
Email c.garaway@ucl.ac.uk;  
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Module code ANTH0012                                                                          back to top 
Module title Palaeoanthropology 
Course description Although we are the only surviving hominin species, this was not always 

the case. This course provides a general knowledge of the fossil evidence 
for human evolution within a dynamic palaebiological frame. Students 
will become familiar with the anatomy of our ancestors through an 
analysis of the origin, evolution and consequences of the major physical 
and behavioral adaptations of humans. The course will introduce the 
different hominins by addressing the key evolutionary milestones 
associated with human origins such as changes in the type of locomotion, 
diet, precision grip, body size/proportions, life history pattern, brain 
evolution.   

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour written exam (75%) + Lab Report (25%) 
Prerequisites None.  
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 2 hours lab session per week 
Timetable Fridays 11:00-13:00 (lecture) & Monday Mornings (lab) 
Course coordinator Dr Aida Gomez-Robles 
Email a.gomez-robles@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0013                                                                          back to top 
Module title Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and Material Culture 
Course description An introduction to social theory including functionalist models, Marxism, 

structuralist approaches to social structure/kinship and to conceptual 
organisation/communication; phenomenological theory in anthropology, 
agency and structure, post-modernism and post-structuralism, post-
colonialism, globalisation and cognitive approaches within the discipline. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour unseen written exam (100%) + formative essay 
Prerequisites Core course for Anthropology 2nd year students and joint degree BA 

Archaeology/Anthropology students. Open to term one affiliate 
students.  Subsidiary students should have completed ANTH0003: 
Introduction to Social Anthropology or ANTH0001: Introduction to 
Material and Visual Culture. 

Year 2 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology/Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 x 1 hour lectures + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 13:00-14:00 & Tuesdays 13:00-14:00 
Course coordinator Dr Allen Abramson; Prof Chris Tilley 
Email a.abramson@ucl.ac.uk; c.tilley@ucl.ac.uk 
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Module code ANTH0015                                                                           back to top 
Module title Being Human 
Course description The course will investigate different research and sub-disciplinary 

approaches to the overarching anthropological questions of what is the 
basis of humanity and what makes humans human. 
Each student will spend two weeks with 4 different members of staff from 
the different subsections in the department.  Each staff member will 
develop two questions which contribute to the way their research 
approaches the fundamental anthropological question of what it means 
to be human – and these questions will be accompanied by three readings 
which the students must read before the session and discuss during the 
tutorial.  Students will also identify one reading themselves for each 
tutorial topic. For this reason it is impossible to outline a clear syllabus 
because each staff member will address different topics which develop 
out of their own research interests.  By the end of the course all students 
will have had two sessions with staff from each subsection of the 
department: biological anthropology, social anthropology, medical 
anthropology and material culture. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (75%) + article summaries (25%) 
Prerequisites None. Core course for Anthropology 2nd year students. Only available to 

BSc Anthropology and BSc Anthropology with a year abroad. Not open to 
affiliate students. 

Year 2 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology/Material Culture/Medical Anthropology/Social 

Anthropology 
Student contact hours 1.5-2 hours small group (4-5 student) tutorial per week 
Timetable Wednesday 9:00-11:00 or Thursday 11:00-13:00; all students have an 

intro lecture 9:00-11:00 on the first Wednesday of Term 2 
Course coordinator Dr Lewis Daly 
Email l.daly@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0016                                                                          back to top 
Module title Anthropology of the Body 
Course description The human body is a versatile thing. It is composed of organs, bone, and 

blood, and these are composed of cells and minerals and molecules. 
Organically speaking, the body is often perceived as a biological fact with 
strengths and limitations. Anthropologically speaking, bodies are far more 
than that, and they can be the most extraordinary things. Bodies are 
intimately interwoven into every social place and process, and the body 
as a cultural entity is constantly constructed. The body is deeply informed 
by the cultural systems in which it is embedded, and, in turn, it can 
inform the world around it. This course explores the human body as a 
cultural category and explores corporality as an anthropological dilemma. 
How does society ‘create’ and assign value to the physical body, its 
gender, birth and death? How do people utilise the body, its parts, image 
and restrictions, to reflect and explain their world? How is the biological 
body reimaged through ritual and possession, and what are the 
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implications for therapy and medicine? Through critical readings of 
ethnography, case studies of the body in society, and select science 
fiction, we will explore how bodies make, and are made by, physical 
movements and historical moments, and we will think through what the 
human body is becoming in a contemporary, more than human world.   

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Unseen exam (60%) + weekly blog (40%)   
Prerequisites ANTH0003/0004/0005: Introduction to Social Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Aaron Parkhurst 
Email a.parkhurst@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0017                                                                          back to top 
Module title Advanced Topics in Digital Culture 
Course description From the meta-data harvested as we use social media, to the biometric 

data extracted when we enter securitised spaces like airports, to the rise 
of self-tracking and mhealth, data and data practices are increasingly 
shaping and informing social and political life. What can the 
anthropological study of these data practices tell us about emergent 
forms of sociality? This course will equip students to engage critically with 
a range of social, cultural and political issues that surround the 
increasingly pervasive practices of the production and circulation of data 
in digital settings. 
 
Guided by different ethnographic studies of data practices drawn from 
both anthropology and science and technology studies, we will look at 
questions such as: Can a person be their data? How is digitisation in the 
natural sciences affecting humans’ relationships with nature?  Is the 
relationship between state and citizen changing because of Big data? 
What is happening to the body in data-driven biomedicine? What 
happens to notions of ownership and property in a digital knowledge 
economy? How are data practices such as the Quantified Self movement 
re-shaping notions of selfhood and identity? Should we take the hype 
around Big Data seriously? And what does digital data mean for 
ethnographic practice and anthropological commitments to the field?  
 
The course will simultaneously engage students in current theoretical 
debates in anthropology, teach students how to use these debates to 
interrogate the claims and promises of digital data, and ask how these 
debates might be taken in new directions by engaging with digital data as 
an ethnographic subject. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (100%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 3/4 
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Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 13:00-15:00 
Course coordinator Dr Antonia Walford 
Email antonia.walford@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0021                                                                          back to top 
Module title Hunter-Gatherers Past, Present and Future 
Course description ‘Hunter-gatherers past, present and future’ will cover hunter-gatherers in 

human evolution and present key features of hunter-gatherers in Africa, 
Australia and South East Asia before focusing on some key issues in 
hunter-gatherer studies. These will include egalitarianism, sex and 
gender, religion, and considerations of the current situation focussing on 
land rights, conservation and health. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (50%) + 2.5 hour unseen written exam (50%) 
Prerequisites  
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology / Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 9:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Jerome Lewis 
Email jerome.lewis@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0022                                                                          back to top 
Module title The Anthropology of Social Media 
Course description This course provides students with a distinctly anthropological 

perspective on social media. It explores how familiar themes in 
anthropology, from kinship and friendship networks to the performance 
of gender and race, take on new forms in a world of ever-increasing 
connectivity. Combining insights from anthropology and social media 
studies, we will consider questions such as: Is culture becoming more 
homogeneous now that more than one billion people worldwide have a 
Facebook profile, or are there as many different Facebooks as there are 
local contexts? How does the circulation of online content relate to pre-
existing forms of community and belonging? What are the links between 
algorithms and agency, or selfies and sociality? And how can 
ethnographic methods capture social worlds that are increasingly lived as 
memes, tweets and Insta-stories? 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (75%) + 1000 words project (25%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
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Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Rik Adriaans 
Email r.adriaans@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0025                                                                          back to top 
Module title Anthropology and Psychiatry 
Course description The course examines: a) popular understandings of psychology, self-hood 

and abnormal experience in different societies, and how they may be 
organised into a body of knowledge; b) the relationship between popular 
and professional notions of 'mental illness' and their roots in the wider 
social, economic and ideological aspects of different societies, with 
particular respect to women and minority groups; c) the contribution of 
academic psychology, psychiatry and psychoanalysis to social 
anthropology; d )running through the course is the question of whether we 
can reconcile naturalistic and personalistic modes of thought and, if so, 
how. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour unseen written exam (75%) + 2000 words essay (25%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0013: Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and Material 

Culture and ANTH0182: Medical Anthropology or permission from tutor. 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour seminar per week 
Timetable Mondays 16:00-18:00 
Contact details Benjamin Epstein 
Email ben.epstein@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0026                                                                          back to top 
Module title Social Construction of Landscapes 
Course description Landscapes are never inert: people engage with them, re-work them, 

appropriate them and contest them. They are part of the way in which 
identities are created and disputed. Criss-crossing between history and 
politics, social relations and cultural perceptions, landscape is a ‘concept 
of high tension’. It is also an area of study that blows apart from 
conventional boundaries between disciplines. This course looks at the 
number of theoretical approaches to the Western Gaze; colonial, 
indigenous and prehistoric landscapes; contested landscapes; and 
questions of heritage and ‘wilderness’. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 5000 words project essay (100%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Material Culture 
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Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Contact details Prof Chris Tilley 
Email c.tilley@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0029                                                                         back to top 
Module title The Anthropology of Nationalism, Ethnicity and Race 
Course description This course focuses on theories and practices of ethnicity, race and 

nationalism. The reading material is divided between theoretical work 
on these issues and ethnographic examples. The readings will cover 
examples from different areas around the world. Though most of the 
readings are contemporary, some historical sources will be used as well. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 x 2000 word essays (50% each) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003: Introduction to Social Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hour lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Fridays 9:00-11:00 
Contact details Rebekah Plueckhahn 
Email r.plueckhahn@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0032                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Atapuerca and Human Evolution in Europe 
Course description This course will provide  

1) a good knowledge of the contribution of the Atapuerca sites to the 
understanding of the evolutionary scenario of human populations in 
Europe. Students will get familiar with the Atapuerca Early to Middle 
Pleistocene hominin fossils and related discussion about their taxonomy, 
phylogeny, behavior and general geo-chonological and 
paleoenvironmental frame.  
2) an introduction to the practical fieldwork aspects of 
paleontological/archaeological excavations by participating in the 
excavation of the Atapuerca Pleistocene sites (Burgos, Spain). Students 
will gain a general understanding of the principles and methods by which 
the archaeological and paleontological data is acquired, recorded and 
used to reconstruct the past. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Field notebook min 2000 words (50%) + academic poster (50%) 
Prerequisites The module is recommended as advanced 3rd year course building on 

skills and knowledge acquired during previous 2 years. In particular, 
students should have taken the ANTH0012: Paleoanthropology. Priority 
will be given to UCL students with previous experience in archaeological 
fieldwork.  

Year 3/4 
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Term taught  June 2018 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 12 hours of lectures and tutorials taught at the UCL premises + 

approximately 15 days fieldwork at Atapuerca 
Timetable June 2018 
Course coordinator Dr María Martinón-Torres 
Email maria.martinon-torres@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0037                                                                          back to top 
Module title Reproduction, Fertility and Sex 
Course description In this course students to learn to apply different theoretical and 

disciplinary approaches to the study of contemporary issues in 
reproduction and fertility. Each week a different topic is examined from a 
multi-disciplinary perspective including social anthropology, biological 
anthropology, demography, biology and other disciplines The course is a 
seminar based discussion with considerable student 
participation:  students have to identify an article each week on the topic 
and be prepared to present their reading to the group. Topics covered are 
likely to include love, hormones and bonding; adolescent reproduction; 
reproductive loss (abortion, miscarriage and still birth); childbirth; 
breastfeeding; infertility; contraception and contraceptive methods; 
modification of the sexual body. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words Analytic Account (50%) + 2200 words essay (50%) 
Prerequisites None. Note this course is for 3rd/4th year Anthropology, Arch/Anth, 

Human Sciences, IBSc Medical anthropology and Anthropology affiliates 
students only, and capped at 40 students (20 in each session). 

Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours seminar per week 
Timetable Thursdays 9:00-11:00 or 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Prof Sara Randall 
Email s.randall@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0038                                                                          back to top 
Module title Evolution and Human Behaviour 
Course description The course will study to what extent evolutionary processes (genetic and 

cultural) explain human behaviour, life history and cultural norms as 
adaptive responses to their environmental circumstances.  This is a 
seminar based reading and discussion course for those who have already 
had an introductory lecture course in animal and human behavioural 
ecology (ie ANTH0044: Human Behavioural Ecology) and now want to 
explore the subject in more depth. 

Credits 15 
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Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (50%) + 2500 word essay (40%) + oral 
presentation (10%) 

Prerequisites Final year Anthropology, Anthropology/Archaeology joint degree and 
Human Sciences students only who have completed ANTH0044: Human 
Behavioural Ecology in their second year. 

Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours seminar per week 
Timetable Thursdays 14:00-16:00 
Contact details Prof Ruth Mace 
Email r.mace@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0040                                                                          back to top 
Module title Primate Evolution and Environments 
Course description The course has two parts. The first part provides required background 

knowledge: 
- An introduction to modern primates and their habitats 
- Knowledge of the tools used to interpret the fossil record (time proxies, 
climate proxies, behavioural proxies) 
- An introduction to Cenozoic climate history and its causes. 
 
The second part builds on this knowledge in order to:  
- Contextualise primate evolution (phylogenetically, chronologically, 
environmentally) 
- Generate an understanding of how major changes in environmental 
conditions have influenced primate evolution 
- Discuss the role of modern humans as environmental factors influencing 
species and habitat diversity.  

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (30%) + 3000 words study report (70%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0008 Introduction to Biological Anthropology (ANTH0010 for 

Human Sciences students) or equivalent biological background.  
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 2 hours seminar/practical per week. 1 day 

palaeontological field trip. 
Timetable Tuesdays 11:00-13:00 (lecture) & Friday Mornings (lab) 
Course coordinator Dr Christophe Soligo 
Email c.soligo@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0041                                                                          back to top 
Module title Temporality, Consciousness and Everyday Life 
Course description This course examines the different social modes and states of 

consciousness through which knowledge of the past may be gained in 
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world societies, while recognizing that views of the past are necessarily 
conditioned by present experiences and intimations of the future.  In the 
West, rational research into documents and artifacts is generally 
accepted as the authoritative means of knowing the past.  Yet even 
within Western societies people may contest official history with 
alternative accounts of the past deriving from personal revelations 
sometimes received in altered states of consciousness.  In various 
societies from the Pacific to the Arctic the elders possess exclusive 
authority to pronounce upon what happened in the past. Amongst the 
First Nations of Canada, in the absence of written sources documenting 
the ownership of land, a shaman may be called upon to dream the truth 
of the past. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 1 x 1500 words essay (33%) + 1 x 2500 words essay (67%) 
Prerequisites Final Year course, ANTH0003/0004: Introduction to Social Anthropology 

and ANTH0013: Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and 
Material Culture. 

Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours Weekly 2 hours seminar including student presentations and discussion 

of the weekly readings. 
Timetable Thursdays 9:00–11:00 or Fridays 13:00-15:00 
Contact details Prof Charles Stewart 
Email c.stewart@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0043                                                                          back to top 
Module title Transforming and Creating Worlds: Anthropological Perspectives on 

Techniques and Technology 
Course description The aim of this module is to provide students with the methodological 

and theoretical tools to engage critically with the notion of “techniques” 
and of “technology”. “Technology”, in particular, pervades both public 
and academic discourses and often appears as a hazy term defining a 
high-tech device, a form of knowledge, of practices, a mode of 
organisation of production, or even a way of being in the world. 
 
Challenging the underlying assumptions that isolate “technology” from 
“society” (thus keeping it outside of most anthropological investigations), 
or which see it only as an mode of production, we will instead focus on 
the processual nature of actions that we can call “techniques” and 
explore how they recruit and mobilise, at different scales, bodies, 
knowledge, materials, imagination, personhood, politics or cosmologies, 
produce ontologies, logics and meta-physics.  
 
Our exploration might take us through a series of examples ranging from 
indigenous gardening systems to modern transport technology, from 
carving or cooking to rituals and magical operations as well as digital 
technology. 

Credits 15 
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Means of assessment  1 x 2500 words essay (75%) + 1 x 1000 words logbook (25%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0001/2: Introduction to Material and Visual Culture and ANTH0013: 

Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and Material Culture. 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Material Culture  
Student contact hours 2 hours seminar + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 11:00-13:00 
Contact details Dr Ludovic Coupaye 
Email l.coupaye@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0044                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Human Behavioural Ecology 
Course description This is an evolutionary anthropology course, open to all second and final 

years. It is about how human behaviour evolves as a response to different 
ecological circumstances. Topics will include basic behavioural ecology (as 
applied to both animal and human behaviour) and also some 
evolutionary psychology and cultural evolution. Topics will include mate 
choice, life history evolution, kinship and marriage systems in humans. 
 
This course is a pre-requisite for the third year options ANTH0038: 
Evolution and Human Behaviour. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Unseen 2 hour written exam (80%) + 2000 words essay (20%) 
Prerequisites None 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture per week + 1 hour tutorial every two weeks (4 in total) 
Timetable Tuesdays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Prof Ruth Mace 
Email r.mace@ucl.ac.uk  

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0045                                                                          back to top 
Module title Ritual Healing and Therapeutic Emplotment 
Course description Summary of the course contents: 

1. Overview of the Seminar and Definitions of Ritual and Emplotment 
2. An Introduction to Ritual Process 
3. The Social Production and Ethnographic Description of Religious and 

Healing Experiences 
4. The Anthropology of Symbolic Healing 
5. Therapeutic Emplotment and Narrative Persuasion 
6. Therapeutic Consciousness Modification and Psychedelics 
7. Case Study: The Peyote Ceremony 
8. Expressive and Therapeutic Aspects of Spirit Possession 
9. Ritual Efficacy 
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Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (100%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0182: Medical Anthropology 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 1 hour lecture + 1 hour seminar per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 16:00-18:00 
Course coordinator Dr Joseph Calabrese 
Email j.calabrese@ucl.ac.uk  

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0046                                                                          back to top 
Module title Ethnographic Documentary Film Making – Advanced Practice 
Course description This course will expand students’ competence in the use of digital media 

(first acquired in ANTH0006) providing them with more advanced training 
in quality documentary filmmaking. The course will extend students’ 
critical skills of film analysis through the practical application and 
experience of creating a short film based upon an anthropological 
research topic. It will provide them with the tools to manipulate 
advanced digital media and equipment to that end.  This course 
contributes to students’ intellectual formation not only by expanding 
ways of reading and understanding visual ethnographies but also by 
linking the students own research to the act of film-documentation. 

Students will have a 1 hour training session a week followed by 2 hours of 
supervised practice. Since the course is designed to advance existing 
camera and editing skills, it will be delivered in 9 one-hour 
demonstrations/lectures and 2-hour seminars and tutorials (i.e. 3 hours 
teaching per week) and 2 hours of group supervision of editing work 
during the final week of term. Every student must produce a final 3-5 
minute video, to be shot at a maximum 25:1 ratio of 200 minutes of 
rushes.  Students will spend a minimum of three hours a week in the first 
4 weeks completing advanced practical camera coursework, in their own 
time outside of formal instruction periods, for appraisal in tutorials.  This 
will be followed by 1-4 days project research and filming.  They will need 
to spend up to 60 hours editing in the department’s Visual Media 
Laboratory, or on their own editing equipment.  Students will use UCL 
cameras, and, where needed UCL workstations. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3-5 minute film (70%) + 2500 words diary of filmmaking (30%) 
Prerequisites Either ANTH0006: Researching the Social World or evidence of 

competence in film production (Camera and editing software). If unsure 
please contact Angela O’Regan <a.o’regan@ucl.ac.uk>. 
 NOTE:  this course is capped at 24 students (because of limitations in 
space and equipment). If more than 24 students wish to take the course 
preference will be given to students with successful film projects in the 
first year ANTH0006 course. 

Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
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Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 1 hour lecture + 2 hours seminar/tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 16:00-18:00 & Thursdays 13:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Prof Michael Stewart 
Email m.stewart@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0047                                                                          back to top 
Module title Anthropology of Ethics and Morality 
Course description This course will critically engage with recent medical anthropological 

work addressing the role of ethics and morality in anthropological 
practice and ethnographic endeavor. In this course we will unpack the 
problematics of medical anthropology’s engagement with ethics and 
morality, examining the questions surrounding morality and ethics as a 
result of developing an academically rigorous and socially engaged 
discipline, and the effects of taking concerns for well-being and the good 
life seriously as the focus of ethnographic enquiry.  

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (60%) + 2000 words essay (40%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0013: Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and Material 

Culture 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours seminar with a short 20 minutes lecture at the beginning per week 
Timetable Fridays 9:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Joanna Cook 
Email joanna.cook@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0048                                                                                           back to top 
Module title Anthropologies of Islam 
Course description This course explores how Islam is diversely lived, practiced and 

understood around the globe. Providing students with grounding in both 
classic and contemporary analyses of Muslim culture and society, the 
course addresses the ethnographic richness, complexity and vitality of 
Islam both as a lived experience, as a formal religious tradition, and as a 
political outlook. Drawing on ethnographies of Islam in Africa, the Middle 
East, Asia, and Europe, the course traces the role Islam plays in 
contemporary politics, gender relations, sectarian beliefs and practices, 
migration & diaspora etc. In doing this, it introduces students to the main 
theoretical and methodological debates within the anthropology of Islam 
regarding how best to study Muslim lives. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2500 words essay (70%) + research project report (30%) 
Prerequisites None 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
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Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 9:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Ashraf Hoque 
Email a.hoque@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0049                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Anthropology of Capitalisms 
Course description The course will cover anthropological approaches to the study of 

capitalism, from early accounts of ‘the market’ versus other economic 
forms, to recent works on ‘salvage economies’ and forms of 
finacialisation. It will explore issues of debt and credit, living in the 
Anthropocene, changing roles of the sovereign, neoliberal subjectivities, 
the role of migration and remittances, the kinds of communities created 
in urban landscapes, and those living in a climate of ‘economic crisis’ or 
‘post-truth politics’. Drawing on thinkers such as Gibson-Graham, Laura 
Bear, Anna Tsing, and Evans and Reid, it will critically engage with ideas 
about neoliberalism, diverse (or alternative) economies, and the way in 
which ‘capitalocentrism’ obfuscates space for critical thought. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2500 words essay (80%) + 30 minutes presentation (20%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003: Introductory Social Anthropology 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Rebecca Empson 
Email r.empson@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0050                                                                           back to top 
Module title Palaeontology and Paleoecology 
Course description Study of the appearance, evolution, and causes of extinction of major 

organisms through the study of animal and plant fossils. Field excursions 
include training in the recovery of fossil remains and laboratory exercises 
include the methods in the analysis of skeletal and dental morphology. 
 
The module will be conducted at the Turkana Basin Institute in Northern 
Kenya and has to be taken together with ANTH0051, ANTH0052, 
ANTH0053 in Term 2. In addition to return airfare to Nairobi there is an 
additional field school fee to participate (approx £4000 for all four 
modules + airfare). 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment TBC 
Prerequisites None. This course is not open to affiliate students. 
Year 2 
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Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours The course is run as a 2-week module with 12 class days and within the 

context of the TBI Field School. Each class day consists of lectures, labs 
and/or field excursions. The students are also required to participate in 
seminars and presentations. 

Timetable TBC 
Course coordinator TBC 
Email TBC 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0051                                                                           back to top 
Module title Geology of the Turkana Basin 
Course description A survey of the sedimentation, stratigraphy, volcanism, and tectonics of 

the Turkana Basin region. Numerous field excursions include training in 
geological field methods.  
 
The module will be conducted at the Turkana Basin Institute in Northern 
Kenya and has to be taken together with ANTH0050, ANTH0052, 
ANTH0053 in Term 2. In addition to return airfare to Nairobi there is an 
additional field school fee to participate (approx £4000 for all four 
modules + airfare). 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment TBC 
Prerequisites None. This course is not open to affiliate students. 
Year 2 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours The course is run as a 2-week module with 12 class days and within the 

context of the TBI Field School. Each class day consists of lectures, labs 
and/or field excursions. The students are also required to participate in 
seminars and presentations. 

Timetable TBC 
Course coordinator TBC 
Email TBC 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0052                                                                           back to top 
Module title Ecology of the Turkana Basin 
Course description In this course students will study the habitats of our early ancestors by 

examining analogous modern ecosystems in the Turkana Basin. Field 
excursions will include study of numerous types of ecosystems and 
include training in methods of ecological analysis. 
 
The module will be conducted at the Turkana Basin Institute in Northern 
Kenya and has to be taken together with ANTH0050, ANTH0051, 
ANTH0053 in Term 2. In addition to return airfare to Nairobi there is an 
additional field school fee to participate (approx £4000 for all four 
modules + airfare). 
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Credits 15 
Means of assessment TBC 
Prerequisites None. This course is not open to affiliate students. 
Year 2 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours The course is run as a 2-week module with 12 class days and within the 

context of the TBI Field School. Each class day consists of lectures, labs 
and/or field excursions. The students are also required to participate in 
seminars and presentations. 

Timetable TBC 
Contact details TBC 
Email TBC 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0053                                                                           back to top 
Module title Archaeology of the Turkana Basin 
Course description In this course students will examine evidence for two million+ years of 

hominin technological adaptations around Lake Turkana, home to some 
of the world´s oldest stone tools. Field excursions will included site 
excavation techniques and labs will include stone tool manufacture and 
analysis. 
 
The module will be conducted at the Turkana Basin Institute in Northern 
Kenya and has to be taken together with ANTH0050, ANTH0051, 
ANTH0052 in Term 2. In addition to return airfare to Nairobi there is an 
additional field school fee to participate (approx £4000 for all four 
modules + airfare). 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment TBC 
Prerequisites None. This course is not open to affiliate students. 
Year 2 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours The course is run as a 2-week module with 12 class days and within the 

context of the TBI Field School. Each class day consists of lectures, labs 
and/or field excursions. The students are also required to participate in 
seminars and presentations. 

Timetable TBC 
Course coordinator TBC 
Email TBC 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0055                                                                          back to top 
Module title Political Anthropology 
Course description The course examines anthropological approaches to understanding 

political and economic organisation in different cultural settings. It is a 
research led course, without lectures and with weekly student 
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presentations, so that throughout the course, under academic guidance, 
you will be finding answers to practical questions in political 
anthropology. For example: how do survivors of political violence best 
deal with its legacy (in Indonesia, India or central America); or, Should 
religious dress be banned in British schools? Underlying the course is the 
sense that for centuries in our part of the world the pursuit of happiness 
has been linked to particular types of economic activity and forms of 
political freedom.  What does anthropology have to say about these 
models of behaviour?  And what can anthropology contribute to 
understanding the lives of others that have been subjected to our models 
of 'the good life'.  
 
Students are advised not to take this course at the same time as 
ANTH0198 Material Politics. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (50%) + written coursework, powerpoint and election 

campaign material (50%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003/0004/0005: Introduction to Social Anthropology. This course 

is not open to affiliate students and capped at 20 students. 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 x 2 hours seminar per week 
Timetable Mondays 9:00-11:00 & Wednesdays 15:00-17:00 
Course coordinator Prof Michael Stewart; Dr Lucia Michelutti  
Email m.stewart@ucl.ac.uk; l.michelutti@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0056                                                                          back to top 
Module title Anthropological Approaches to Eurasian Socialist and Post-Socialist 

Societies 
Course description The theme of this course is transition - past and present. The past 15 

years have seen what is arguably one of the most traumatic events of this 
era: the collapse of the entire Soviet empire. This superpower, the USSR, 
along with its eastern European satellites, died a relatively bloodless 
death (considering the numbers of people and nationalities at stake). This 
course will address the historical background to these events - for 
example the initial transition to socialism of the Russian Revolution - as 
well as the major events and changes that occurred during the 70 years of 
socialism. The course presumes at least an intermediate mastery of 
social-cultural anthropology. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 x 2500 words essays (100%)  
Prerequisites None. Note the course is for final year students only. 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 11:00-13:00 (lecture) & 16:00-18:00 (film) 
Course coordinator Dr Ruth Mandel 
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Email r.mandel@ucl.ac.uk 
 
 
 

Module code ANTH0060                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Primate Behaviour and Ecology 
Course description Current Darwinian theory is applied to explore the evolution of primate 

social systems. A particular focus lies on the interplay between 
environmental conditions and reproductive strategies as well as cognitive 
abilities. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hour unseen written exam (75%) + 1500 words essay (25%) 
Prerequisites None 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 16:00-18:00 
Course coordinator Prof Volker Sommer 
Email v.sommer@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0064                                                                                            back to top 
Module title Anthropology of the Built Environment 
Course description 'Buildings are good to think'. This course will explore anthropological 

approaches to the study of architectural forms. It will focus primarily on 
the significance of domestic space and public private boundaries, gender 
and body, the materiality of architectural form and materials and the 
study of architectural representations. The course will be structured 
chronologically beginning with early anthropological encounters with 
built forms and the philosophical, historical and social context of these 
approaches up to the present day within anthropology. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 x 2500 words essays (50% each)  
Prerequisites At least ANTH0002: Introduction to Material and Visual Culture A or 

ANTH0013: Theoretical Perspectives in Social Anthropology and Material 
Culture 

Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 16:00-18:00 
Contact details Prof Victor Buchli 
Email v.buchli@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0066                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Anthropologies of Science, Society and Biomedicine 

mailto:v.buchli@ucl.ac.uk
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Course description This course will critically engage with recent anthropological research and 
theory addressing the social and cultural context of novel developments 
in the field of genetics, biotechnology and the life/medical 
sciences.  These shape shifting arenas of science and technology and their 
actual or predicted implications for questions of disease risk, 
collective/individual identity and the politics and ethics of health care has 
been the focus of much recent research within medical anthropology, STS 
(Science and Technology Studies) and the anthropology of science.  The 
course incorporates emerging ethnographic research in different national 
contexts that include the ‘global south’ to provide a critical comparative 
perspective on these transnational developments. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (60%) + blog (30%) + group presentation (10%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0182: Medical Anthropology or permission from tutor. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Fridays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Sahra Gibbon 
Email s.gibbon@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0068                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Human Brain, Cognition and Language 
Course description The course analyses human cognition from evolutionary and functional 

perspectives. The first part of the module places the human brain in a 
comparative and evolutionary context. The second part analyses 
differences and similarities between the human mind and other forms of 
animal cognition and the concept of consciousness. The final part of the 
module is dedicated to language. We analyse the theories proposed by 
Chomsky, Pinker, the idea of a ‘universal grammar’, recent research in 
neurolinguistics, comparative studies of animal communication, and 
sociolonguistic studies of language differentiation, in order to categorise 
the origin, uniqueness and diversity of human language.  

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Unseen 2 hour written exam (60%) + 2000 words essay (40%) 
Prerequisites None 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Biological Anthropology / Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture per week  + 4 X 1 hour tutorials 
Timetable Tuesdays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Lucio Vinicius       
Email l.vinicius@ucl.ac.uk     
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Module code ANTH0069                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Ethnography of Forest People 
Course description This course looks comparatively at core themes in the ethnography of 

forest peoples. With a focus on forest-dwelling people in regions 
including Amazonia, Melanesia, and the Congo Basin, the course will 
assess a number of anthropological approaches to understanding human-
environmental interactions. It will evaluate some of the diverse ways that 
societies in forested regions construct and understand the relations 
between nature and society, myth and history, cosmology and ritual, 
personhood and the body, and cultural tradition and transformation. Key 
theoretical positions in environmental anthropology will be evaluated, in 
relation to empirical case studies. Discussions will be framed by debates 
concerning the politics of conservation and resource use in the tropics. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (100%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003/0004/0005: Introduction to Social Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours per week in a format of lecture or seminar or lecture + seminar 

depending on topic 
Timetable Fridays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Lewis Daly 
Email l.daly@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0070                                                                                            back to top 
Module title From Analog to Digital: Games and Gaming  
Course description This course will consider and examine theories and approaches to the 

role of games and play in everyday life. It will cover both physical, 
analogue, games and digital games and will have a strong anthropological 
focus running throughout that will seek to explore how themes pertinent 
to the discipline, such as social relationships, exchange, value, 
materiality, play and risk, may be understood through the study of games 
and gaming. Alongside the theoretical perspectives of anthropology the 
practical side of studying games through ethnography will have a 
prominent role and students will be encouraged to setup and participate 
in gaming communities, employ observational approaches in their 
experiences, and write them up in different forms. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (75%) + 1000 words project (25%) 
Prerequisites None 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1  
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 9:00-11:00 
Contact details Dr Nick Gadsby 
Email nicholas.gadsby.10@ucl.ac.uk 



Anthropology Undergraduate Courses 2018-19 

27 
 

Module code ANTH0072                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Anthropology of India 
Course description This course addresses classical and contemporary anthropological 

perspectives on India from the post-independence era onwards. The 
course introduces students to key ethnographically driven debates 
concerning the major processes of social change and political 
development in India, and the way this has transformed the everyday 
lives of Indian people across a range of themes including social 
stratification, religious and caste politics, biotechnological intervention, 
consumption, asceticism and morality, marriage, love and personhood. In 
particular, the course analyses the novel socio-cultural forms that arise 
from India’s economic reform and modernisation by paying close 
attention to ethnographic knowledge and everyday vernacular practice. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (70%) + 1000 words book review (30%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003/0004/0005: Introduction to Social Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours seminar per week 
Timetable Mondays 14:00-16:00 or 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Alison Macdonald 
Email alison.macdonald@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0074                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Art in the Public Sphere 
Course description Exploring the public sphere as a place of communication and 

contestation, transmission and transformation, engagement and 
estrangement, this course will provide an anthropological approach to art 
in public space. Examining independent and institutional art practices, 
from the apparent “vandalism” of graffiti to the authorized projects of 
contemporary Public Art, it will explore the social, political and economic 
debates which these practises both implicitly intersect with and overtly 
investigate. The course will focus in particular on themes such as 
memorialisation, communication, participation, presentation, 
gentrification, privatisation as well as the digitisation of public space. It 
will include guest lectures by artists as well as explorations of particular 
exhibitions and events in a local context. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 3000 words essay (100%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Material Culture 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 9:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Rafael Schacter 
Email r.schacter@ucl.ac.uk 
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Module code ANTH0076                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Humans, Ecosystems and Conservation 
Course description The course aims to bring a multi-disciplinary perspective to social-

ecological systems, resource use practices, and conservation problems 
and practice.  
The course is theoretically grounded in political ecology but will draw 
upon diverse literature to understand environmental behaviour and the 
socio-political contexts which shape the problems conservation aims to 
solve, and the way it is practiced. Students will gain an understanding of a 
range of contemporary issues and debates including: how conservation 
aims should be defined and by who, the increasing marketisation of 
nature, social justice impacts of interventions, as well as specific 
problems such as the illegal wildlife hunting and emerging initiatives like 
biodiversity offsetting. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2.5 hours exam (80%) + 1500 words negotiation assessment documents 

(20%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Biological Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Emily Woodhouse 
Email e.woodhouse@ucl.ac.uk                                  

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0077                                                                                             back to top 
Module title The Social Forms of Revolution 
Course description Drawing on research conducted as part of a 5-year comparative research 

project on the anthropology of revolutions, this course introduces 
students to the social dimensions of revolutionary politics. Grounded in 
ethnographic accounts of revolutionary situations in different parts of the 
world, and adopting a comparative perspective on them, the course will 
address such themes as revolutionary personhood and the social 
corollaries of the politics of the (so-called) New Man, revolutionary 
asceticism, ethnographies of political textualities, social utopias and 
heterotopias, charisma, leadership and political mediation, social 
engineering and its pitfalls, technologies of political planning, and more.     

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (50%) + 1500 words mini-project report (40%) + 5 -10 

minutes mini-project presentation (10%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 14:00-16:00 
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Course coordinator Dr Igor Cherstich 
Email i.cherstich@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0079                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Aspects of Applied Medical Anthropology 
Course description How can what we know as anthropologists be applied to saving lives, 

alleviating suffering, and promoting vitality? This class surveys some 
answers to this question from the perspectives of medical anthropology 
and sister disciplines such as social medicine and global health. We will 
read and interrogate classic and contemporary studies from the 
anthropology and medical literatures, and policy documents from the 
World Health Organisation and philanthropic foundations. Along the way, 
we will engage with key theoretical approaches including Critical Medical 
Anthropology, political ecology, and the social determinants of health. 
The goal of the class is to equip students to critically evaluate and apply 
anthropological ideas to current problems in medicine and global health. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2000 words essay (50%) + 1500 words essay (40%) + group presentation 

(10%) 
Prerequisites Must have done, or be doing ANTH0182: Medical Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 11:00-13:00 
Course coordinator Dr Laura Montesi 
Email l.montesi@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0098                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Multisensory Experience: Understanding Sickness and Health Through 

the Senses 
Course description Multisensory anthropology is an epistemological approach that advocates 

starting with multisensory experience in order to understand how people 
perceive their world.  By challenging dualistic assumptions about the 
separation of the mind and body, it opens up potentially fruitful ways of 
understanding the complexity of human experience. In this course, we 
will particularly focus on how sight, smell, touch, sound, movement and 
emotion fundamentally shape experiences of sickness, disability, health 
and wellbeing. However, this course will also speak to more general 
themes in anthropology by addressing how multisensory experience 
shapes and is shaped by factors such as identity, gender, religion, kinship, 
the material world and political economy. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 hours written exam (50%) + 2000 words sensory ethnograph (50%)  
Prerequisites None. For BSc Anthropology, IBSc Anthropology, Archaeology and 

Anthropology, Human Sciences students only. 
Year 2/3/4 
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Term taught  Term 2 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Tuesdays 9:00-11:00 
Course coordinator Dr Dalia Iskander 
Email dalia.iskander@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0182                                                                          back to top 
Module title Medical Anthropology 
Course description Using data from societies throughout the world, the course covers 

biomedical and behavioural definitions of disease and illness: systems of 
classification, the distribution of disease and illness; the roles of healer 
and the sick; rituals of healing; politics of diagnosis; competition between, 
and change with, medical systems; the assessment of efficacy. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2 hour unseen written exam (60%) + 2500 words essay (40%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Medical Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 16:00-18:00 
Course coordinator Dr Joseph Calabrese 
Email j.calabrese@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0184                                                                          back to top 
Module title The Anthropology of Music and Performance 
Course description This module will introduce students to the study of music and 

performance from an anthropological perspective. The course introduces 
the human communicative spectrum and research into the evolution of 
music. By means of ethnographic examples, students will be introduced 
to the key ways that anthropologists have studied music, and theorized 
about its role in human society, as it relates to ritual and ceremony, 
dance and the body, identity, diaspora, power and religion. Students will 
be required to read and review one entire monograph on music and write 
an extended essay of their choice as the assessment for the course. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment 2500 words essay (100%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Mondays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Jerome Lewis 
Email jerome.lewis@ucl.ac.uk 
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Module code ANTH0193                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Anthropology of War 
Course description This course explores how anthropologists contribute to the analysis of 

war and its aftermath.  We study a number of key ethnographies of war-
torn societies. The point of departure is a term often used in diplomacy: 
facts on the ground. The profession of anthropology is in a unique 
position to provide empirical data from war zones, which will then 
circulate within wider academic and political debates. This course equips 
students with an in-depth understanding of research methods and 
frameworks for an anthropology of different kinds of war. The course 
begins by addressing world wars, cold war, counter-insurgency warfare as 
well as civil wars.   We then study the anthropology of ethnic warfare, 
genocide and jihad.   

Credits 15 
Means of assessment video-essay (30%) + 1500 words essay (70%) 
Prerequisites ANTH0003/0004/0005: Introductory Social Anthropology 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Social Anthropology 
Student contact hours 2 hours lecture + 1 hour tutorial per week 
Timetable Thursdays 14:00-16:00 
Course coordinator Dr Alex Pillen 
Email a.pillen@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Module code ANTH0198                                                                                             back to top 
Module title Material Politics 
Course description This course examines how politics are produced, legitimated and 

contested through and by material, digital and visual processes and 
objects. The weekly seminars, discussions, readings and films will provide 
the opportunity for students to critically examine ethnographic and other 
empirical data through analytical frameworks and theoretical 
perspectives key to political anthropology and material, visual and digital 
culture studies. Course concepts, relevant knowledge and in-depth 
analyses of independent research will be communicated for assessment 
through a research project with a 2000 word report. There will also be 
one formative group presentation. 
  
Students are advised not to take this course at the same time as 
ANTH0055 Political Anthropology. This course is recommended for those 
who have taken at least one course in Material & Visual Culture. 

Credits 15 
Means of assessment Independent research project with 2000 word report (100%) 
Prerequisites None. 
Year 2/3/4 
Term taught  Term 1 
Option type Material Culture 
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Student contact hours 2 Ninety minute seminars 
Timetable Tuesdays 16:00-18:00 & Thursday 16:00-18:00 
Course coordinator Dr Jill Reese 
Email jill.reese@ucl.ac.uk 

 
 
 


