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Appointments 

Academic:1973-1982

Lecturer in Anthropology, University College London

1982 - 93

Reader in Anthropology, University College London

1993-2010
           Professor of Anthropology and Material Culture, UCL.  
Administrative:Head of Department of Anthropology UCL 1992-1996

Head of Teaching Committee 1986-1990

Graduate Tutor   1980-1986/ 1990-93
Chair University of London Aegrotat Committee 2000-1
Present :. 

2013 –present Co Director of Centre for Research in the Dynamics of Civilisation 

                         ,UCL

2016 - present  Lead Convenor, Centre for Critical Heritage Studies, UCL. Co Director with University of Gothenburg,Sweden. 

2012 – present Honorary Professor, Institute of Archaeology, UCL.
2010-present  Emeritus Professor in Anthropology and Material Culture, and Senior Research Fellow University College London .

Recent and Current Appointments

Visiting Professor,University of Capetown,South Africa 2010-2013. 

Visiting Professor , University of Beijing-Minzu, 2006-2010

Visiting Professor ,University of Gothenburg, Sweden 2011-13.

Honorary Professor,Institute of Archaeology UCL 2010 – 
Visiting Professor, Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences, Peking University. 2017
Recent Academic Recognition 
Mellon Fellowship  2013-2014.  
Awarded Honorary Doctorate – Faculty of Arts, University of Gothenburg. 
Editorial Responsibilities
Editorial Board of Journal of Material Culture 1996- present

Editorial Board Critique of Anthropology 1973-present. 
Editorial Board Journal of Ethnology, SW University for Minorities ,China. 
 Current and Future Research 
 My Anthropological research interests include the study of cultural heritage and material culture . I have conducted fieldwork research on the histories and development of postcolonial museums in West Africa (Cameroon Liberia, Nigeria,) , the role of cultural heritage in post conflict  Liberia and I have been  doing fieldwork on the impact of heritage policies in Quanzhou, Fujian and private museum initiatives in Sichuan and Yunnan provinces in China,funded by the Leverhulme Foundation . My current field projects also include a European Research Council Funded initiative on the preservation of the complex ritual systems of the Dogon currently threatened by the spread of jihadist movements in the Sahel regions of West Africa. 
. 
1998-2001 Sustasoma Trust Fund . Study of  World Heritage sites in Mali, West Africa In particular I participated in the four year restoration programme of architecture in Djenne and I have supervised three PhD studies of world heritage sites in Mali.  My concern has been to use this to develop an understanding of how ‘heritage’ and cultural property have come to figure in conceptualising cultural heritage theory in a globalising world .

. 2001-2004 a major grant from the J-P Getty Trust  ‘Bamum Art Worlds: a history of innovation and change in the Cameroon Grassfields since 1700AD. 

  2003 –2005  EU funded programme (Framework 5)  on the digitising of ethnographic collections in Europe . Focus on innovations in digitising museum archives and collections . 

2006 - 2008 Collaboration with West African Museum Programme (Dakar) concerned with revitalising Cultural Heritage in post conflict societies in West Africa. In particular I advised the Minister of Culture in the Liberia on the re -establishing the National Museum and developing a heritage programme for local communities.
2009-2010 Research collaboration with Professor Chai-yu Hu on the role of ethnographic collections in the National University of Taiwan. 

2010 -2012  Co Reach Programme – British Academy and CASS, Beijing. 

2014- 2017  Leverhulme Fund Project – Conflicts in Cultural Value: localities and heritage in South west China. 
2016 –2022  Co- Director of  Centre for Critical Heritage Studies: Funding programme: Major grant from Global Challenges Fund ,University of Gothenburg,Sweden.  

2018-2022 . Major European Union Grant under Horizon 2020 .  Digitising Dogon heritage. 
I am a Visiting Professor to the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, consulting on the development of a Cultural Heritage initiative. 
I am a Co Director of a Research Centre into the Dynamics of Civilization at UCL. 
I Co-Direct  a Centre for Critical Heritage Studies at UCL. 
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