Does my research project require registration?
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Research and students
It is UCL policy for all research projects which involves the processing of personal data relating to identifiable living individuals, to be registered with the UCL Data Protection Registration Service before the data is collected. Where appropriate, research ethics review is also carried out to ensure that such research conforms with the relevant ethical principles and standards.

The purpose of this document, is to assist students who are undertaking research, to consider their obligations under the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA), and whether such activity balances the rights of individuals against their research goals.
Students should be aware the processing of any information (Anthropological research will often include oral histories and share the names of the individuals studied), relating to an identifiable living individual constitutes 'personal data processing' and is therefore subject to the provisions of the DPA. While there is no blanket exemption from the data protection principles. It is important that those students who are undertaking research activities, are aware that most of the data protection principles will still apply. 
Research involving any of the following will require registration:

· the collection of information that relates to an identifiable living individual, as well as information which, when combined with other data  would permit the individual’s identification
· pseudononymised information capable of becoming linked or re-linked, through the use of a key (which the student has access) to an identifiable individual
· identifiable secondary data provided by another third party. Students should be aware that any re-use of secondary data will still have the same legal and ethical obligations to not disclose any confidential information they will process.
Research involving any of the following will not require registration:

· information which cannot be linked to an identifiable living individual*
· information that would not enable a student to ascertain the identity of an individual, as the key to decipher the identifying information is retained by a third party through the lifecycle of the project
· the personal data of a deceased person.
*Where data has been stripped of all personal identifiers, so that it is truly anonymised would mean it would cease to be personal data and therefore the DPA would not apply.  In such cases, applications for research registration through the UCL Data Protection Registration Service would not normally be required. However, until the information being processed is anonymised, it will be considered ‘personal data’ for the purposes of the DPA.  
Further information
Further information on research activities is available from the Legal Services website.

