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Women's Mobilization in Violent Contexts 
JULIA MARGARET ZULVER 
"High Risk Feminism in Colombia updates all our frameworks to explain why women mobilize for gender 
justice in the face of explicit threats making them targets for violence. In Colombia—but with relevance to 
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Sudan and many other contexts—Zulver shows how feminist identities and frames 
have evolved well beyond the strategic essentialism of motherhood, empowering current generations to 
protest." 
—Jacqui True, author of The Political Economy of Violence Against Women 

"High Risk Feminism in Colombia is a much-needed contribution to our understanding of why, how, and 
when women engage in gender justice struggles (feminisms), even in contexts where such visible 
participation puts them at high risk. This is truly an engaged project and a rigorous academic effort to bring 
to life the agency of women struggling for gender justice in violent contexts where their lives are 
threatened." 
—María Emma Wills Obregón, Adjunct Professor at the School of Social Sciences, Universidad de Los 

Andes 

High-Risk Feminism in Colombia documents the experiences of grassroots women’s organizations that 
united to demand gender justice during and in the aftermath of Colombia’s armed conflict. In doing so, it 
illustrates a little-studied phenomenon: women whose experiences with violence catalyze them to mobilize 
and resist as feminists, even in the face of grave danger. Despite a well-established tradition of studying 
women in war, we tend to focus on their roles as mothers or careers, as peacemakers, or sometimes as 
revolutionaries. This book explains the gendered underpinnings of why women engage in feminist 
mobilization, even when this takes place in a ‘domain of losses’ that exposes them to high levels of risk. It 
follows four women’s organizations who break with traditional gender norms and defy armed groups’ social 
and territorial control, exposing them to retributive punishment. It provides rich evidence to document how 
women are able to surmount the barriers to mobilization when they frame their actions in terms of 
resistance, rather than fear. 

JULIA MARGARET ZULVER is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellow at the University of Oxford in the UK and 
the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. 

 
 
 

 

212 pages, 12 b&w images, 3 tables, 6 x 9 
9781978827097 paper $29.95 $20.96 
9781978827103 cloth $120.00 $84.00 
May 2022 
Ebook available directly 
 

30% OFF + free shipping 
rutgersuniversitypress.org or 1 800 621 2736 
US orders only • Code: RFLR19 
 

 

In Canada:  
20% OFF • Code: RUTGERS20 
Free shipping online with orders over $40  
ubcpress.ca/rutgers or 1 800 565 9523 
 
In Latin America: Use either the US code 
above or the Eurospan code below  
 
In the UK, Europe, and the rest of the world: 
20% OFF • Code: RutFriendsFamily 
Free shipping worldwide 
eurospanbookstore.com or  
UK: 0845 474 4572 
International: +44 (0)20 3286 2420 
info@eurospanbookstore.com 
 

Prices are in local currencies.  
 
 

 
Examination and desk copies: 
rutgersuniversitypress.org/educators 
 

Join our mailing list for news and special 
offers: rutgersuniversitypress.org/specials 
 

 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
List of Photos & Maps 
List of Tables 
List of Abbreviations 
1. Introduction: High-Risk Feminism in Colombia      
2. Why Women Mobilize in High-Risk Contexts 
3. The High-Risk Feminism Framework 
4. The Liga de Mujeres Desplazadas: Creating a Site of Feminist Resistance in a Conflict Zone 
5. Afromupaz: Intersectional High-Risk Feminism in Cuerpo y Cara de Mujer 
6. La Soledad: When Women Do Not Mobilise 
7. Conclusion: Why Understanding Women’s Grassroots Mobilization Matters          
Acknowledgments 
Notes 
Bibliography     
Index 
  
 

 
 
  
 

 


