SCAN 7204 (available each year)
MODERN ICELANDIC LITERATURE: SPECIAL TOPICS
Memory and representations of the Second World War in Icelandic fiction
During the academic year 2008-09, the focus of the course will be on the representation of the wartime experience (i.e., occupation and the military base) and its ramifications for Icelandic culture and identity. The Second World War constituted a watershed in Icelandic history: it catapulted Iceland into the modern age, and dramatically accelerated its development from a rural to a largely urban society. We will examine how different generations of fiction writers have responded to the socio-cultural consequences of this "onslaught of modernity" in their works. In particular, we will study the thematic and structural role of history, memory, nationalism and gender, as well as the establishment of and challenges to the dichotomies of country vs. city, native vs. foreign, and tradition vs. the modern.

Reading:
Halldór Stefánsson: “Draumur til kaups” (in Sögur 1950)

Ásta Sigurðardóttir: “Kóngaliljur” and “Í hvaða vagni” (in Sögur og ljóð)

Guðlaug Benediktsdóttir: “Laus við fjötra” (in Embla 3.1949: 60-70)

Jóhannes úr Kötlum: Verndarenglarnir
Guðmundur Gíslason Hagalín: Móðir Ísland
Indriði G. Þorsteinsson: Norðan við stríð
Ólafur Jóhann Sigurðsson: Gangvirkið
Kristín Marja Baldursdttir: Mávahlátur
Einar Kárason: Þar sem djöflaeyjan rís

Álfrún Gunnlaugsdóttir: “I” (in Af manna völdum)
Prerequisites:

SCAN 2004 or equivalent. Students will normally have spent a 




year in Iceland or have an equivalent knowledge of the language
Teaching:

20 hours seminars/tutorials

Assessment: 

Written paper: 1 (70%); Essay: 1 (30%)

Essay deadlines:
27.04.09
Minimum number:
1 student doing the BA in Icelandic

Maximum number:
Not applicable

Value:


0.5 CU




7.5 credits

Teacher:

Dr Daisy Neijmann
Course coordinator:
Dr Daisy Neijmann
