Mobilising Knowledge – Solving the interaction gap between older people, planners, experts and general citizens within the Thames Gateway
Over the summer 22 older people from Lewisham came to Goldsmiths for two weeks to explore how urban space is planned and to offer their perspective on the city. They got involved in making maps, debating with planners and policy practitioners, exploring the local area photographically, remising about Lewisham in the past and imagining Lewisham in the future and exploring the sustainability of the Thames Gateway. These were some of the activities that made up the Mobilising Knowledge Summer School. 

The project came about after considering the ways in which the age profile of London and the UK as a whole will change in the next twenty years and into the future. As today’s’ baby boomers’ age and people live longer due to improvements in health and advances in medicine, older people will be an increasingly large percentage of the population. However, older people are often disconnected from the development process.  They are often disadvantaged in their interactions with the urban environment and their valuable knowledge and experiences remain untapped by planners. The summer school critically explored future development of London, and especially the Thames Gateway from the perspective of local older people.  

The results were compiled in good-practice guidelines which set out the findings of the workshops, a toolkit which sets out the workshop modules and guidelines for people in planning who wish to reach older people. This is accompanied by a DVD that can be used in future planning processes. The results were launched on the 13th November and was attanded by the participants, their families and diverse public and private policy-makers. The event was hosted to  make the broader public as well as policy-makers aware of older people’s particular requirements in the urban environment.  We hope that the results of the project will lead to older people being listened to and planners taking older peoples need seriously. 
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This project is supported by the UCL-led UrbanBuzz Programme, within which UEL is a prime partner (www.urbanbuzz.org).

