ESP_SIM Project Summary


Project News

Launch event on 2nd October

Architecture design competition launched

ESP-sim is launching an international open ideas competition to assemble an on-line pattern-book of housing designs suitable for 'self procurement' in the UK.

The ESP-sim project sets out to illustrate 'enabled self procurement' (ESP) for UK housing. Offering a fresh alternative to UK volume housing procurement, ESP is explained in detail on the project's website at www.esp-sim.org.

Pattern book housing is suggested to be a key feature of the ESP process.

The purpose of the competition is to find pattern book designs which can be self procured. Entrants are asked to submit a single digital format A3 board describing their idea for a pattern book design or for a range of pattern book housing for the UK context. The submitted designs will appear on an on line voting gallery.

The UrbanBuzz community, including all the participating designers, will be able to vote for five of their favourite pattern book designs submitted. The competition seeks up to 10 winners, and has set aside a £15K prize fund.

It is the promoter's intention to build the winning pattern book designs into the project's innovative multi user 3d design software called 'Youcanplan'. Winners of the design competition will therefore have their pattern book houses showcased through the software.

The closing date for the competition submissions is January 11 2008.

Competition Q&A at UCL on 26th November

“After a busy two weeks of completing briefs and website set up, we were ready to answer questions from budding pattern book designers about the details and nature of our competition.

In anticipation of this flurry of questions on the competition, ESP-SIM hosted a Q and A evening, with guest speakers and drinks reception to help ease the ‘knowledge exchange’ which is all part of the UrbanBuzz mission.

The event took place at UCL on Torrington Place, just off Tottenham Court Road. We had invited guest speakers Colin Davies and Alex Ely, and Michael presented our latest understanding of ESP, and attempted to demonstrate the Youcanplan software under development. Design for Homes chaired the evening.”

Events

Online competition judging in January 2008

Articles

Brief history of project

ESP-SIM stands for ‘Enabled Self Procurement Simulation’.

The ESP-SIM project sets out to define a viable model of enabled self procured housing for the UK and to illustrate this using two key tools.

Firstly, through our blog, we hope to engage the views of various stakeholders and decision makers in the planning and regeneration sectors. In addition to the blog, we are constructing an on online process map which will help current policy makers, regeneration experts and interested professional understand how ESP can work for them, and see the benefits in terms of building sustainable communities.

Secondly, we are building multi-user on line software which will simulate the consumer experience of entering an enabled self procured project. This software, called Youcanplan, offers future residents a choice of plots within a community, and a range of preapproved house design choices to design their own customised house.

With these two tools we hope to remove the barriers of complexity that surround the ESP concept, and engage with enabling developers and early adopters who want to try it on a real site.

The ESP-sim project is one of several projects funded by the UrbanBuzz programme, and it runs for 13 months from July 07 to July 2008. You can read about UrbanBuzz on the related page on this section. The project team comprises a diverse range of individuals from academia and industry and you can read more about those involved in the people section.

Documentation

Diagram of Project Relationships
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PowerPoint presentations

Buzznet060607.ppt

External Links and Resources

Websites

Project:

www.esp-sim.org
Planning authorities

List of UK Local Authorities:


http://www.theplanningdirectory.co.uk/auto/index.html
Government Planning Portal for England:

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/england/genpub/en/
Building codes
Communities and Local Government:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/buildingregulations/
Project Activity Chart

To follow
