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The following instructions are to download and install a “stand-alone” version of Octave on Windows.  The other way of installing Octave is to install Cygwin first, then install Octave under that.  For more on this option see http://octave.sourceforge.net/Octave_Windows.htm
Option A.  Obtain latest version of Octave from Octave.net

1) Go to Octave website: http://www.octave.org
2) Click on “Downloads” tab (http://www.octave.org/download.html)

3) Follow directions to install a binary package for windows.  On 2/2/05, the site referred to for this was: http://sourceforge.net/projects/octave
4) Scroll down for “latest file releases”.  Click on the download link for the latest “Octave-forge-windows” binary (on 2/2/05, this was “octave-2.1.50-windows”).  In the next webpage, click on the *.exe link (on 2/2/05, this would be octave-2.1.50a-inst.exe).  Finally, select a mirror site to download the file from, and click on the file icon in the “Download” column corresponding to the mirror site you have selected.  If you are using Windows XP SP2 Internet Explorer, you may be prevented from automatic downloading.  In this case, click the file link to start download.  I suggest you choose to “Save” rather than “Run” the download.
5) Note: on 2/2/05, the octave-2.1.50a-inst.exe file was 7.4 MB in size.

6) Once downloaded, run the Octave install file, select language, install to location of your choice.  At some point, a window may appear asking for options for editor, ps viewer, etc.  If you just hit “Return” at each stage then default options will be selected for each of these.
7) If you have any problems, go back to the Octave downloads page and check out the “FAQ for Octave on Windows systems” (on 2/2/05, this was at http://octave.sourceforge.net/Octave_Windows.htm).
Option B.  Obtain version of Octave from Adler website
1) Go to http://www.site.uottawa.ca/~adler/octave/
2) Obtain optimised “Octave for Windows” version (currently, this version is called octave-2.1.42-p6a.exe)
3) Run the Octave install file.  At some point, you will be given an option to install optimized (ATLAS) or non-optimised files.  For faster execution, chose the optimised version corresponding to the CPU chip you have (e.g. For a Pentium 4, select option “4”)

Using Octave
1) To use Octave, I do not recommend using the Octave shortcut that has been placed on your desktop.  Instead, go to Start -> Programs -> GNU Octave 2.1.42 -> “GNU Octave 2.1.42 (cmd)”.  This launches Octave in a Windows command window.  This is better, because it allows you to paste text commands into Octave.  

2) To paste text into the Octave (cmd) window, open a text or Word file containing your Octave/Matlab commands.  Highlight text and copy to clipboard (CTRL-C).  Click on Octave (cmd) window.  Right-click on bar at the top of the Window (This is the bar containing the text “GNU Octave 2.1.42 (cmd)”).  Select Edit -> Paste from the drop-down menu.
