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SLADE SUMMER SCHOOL

Established in 1985 the Slade Summer School provides  
a unique opportunity for a wide range of artists and students 
to work within the studios and vibrant atmosphere of the 
Slade, a world-renowned school of fine art. All of our 
courses are taught by practicing artists with an understanding 
of, and sensitivity to, the different levels of experience and 
needs of our Summer School students. The Slade Summer 
School is an exciting and lively environment for students  
to test their abilities and experiment while learning new skills 
and different approaches to making art. You can take part  
in a lively range of extra-curricular activities including  
art history lectures and artist talks, exhibition openings as 
well as a series of artists’ projects run by Slade tutors, 
alumni and residents. We look forward to welcoming you  
in Summer 2018.

Susan Collins,   
Slade Professor

BOOKINGS

For bookings and full course details please  
visit www.ucl.ac.uk/slade or call 020 7679 2317 
The courses run from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Please note, Slade Summer School courses are not accredited. Places 
are secured on a first-come basis. Refunds are available until one 
month before the course start date. Slade Summer School is designed 
for adults (17+). Please visit the guidelines page for students under  
the age of 18  www.ucl.ac.uk/slade

We regret that Low Tech Photography, Contemporary Painting 
and Expanded Field of Drawing are not suitable for under 18s. 

Slade School of Fine Art
UCL, Gower Street 
London WC1E 6BT

sladesummer@ucl.ac.uk
www.ucl.ac.uk/slade

Stay in touch
 twitter.com/SladeSummer
 facebook.com/slade.summer



DRAWING 
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 2 — 13 July
TUTOR(S) Ian Rowlands
LEVEL Varying levels of experience
FEE £ 740

This course will introduce you to the essential 
first principles of drawing through group and 
individual tuition and will help you to develop 
your own practice and vision. 

Each day, you will explore particular 
aspects of drawing and experiment with  
a variety of techniques and materials. These 
include traditional methods of working such 
as observation of objects; the human form 
and light, the use of line, measurement, 
scale, and proportion; the organisation of 
pictorial space; materials and surface. You 
will explore contemporary ideas about 
spontaneity, memory, imagination, abstraction, 
construction and recording the creative 
process. In the second week you will  
be encouraged to explore and nurture ideas 
through drawing. You will develop your  
own art practice and personal vision at your  
own pace. Regular critiques of work will  
be held, along with discussions of future 
plans at the end of the course.

EVENING CLASS: DRAWING
DURATION 8 weeks
DATES Every Monday 2 July — 20 August  
TUTOR(S) Various Tutors
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 340

In this eight-week evening class you will 
explore core drawing skills. You will be using 
drawing as a means to articulate form and  
as a tool for thinking, encouraging you to 
nurture ideas through drawing as inspiration 
for your own art practice. You will work 
almost entirely from observation, using the 
idea of perception as a starting point for 
visual enquiry. Each session will explore  
light and tone, materials and surface, space 
and line, composition, measurement, 

proportion and drawing systems such as 
perspective. You will draw from a life model 
for three sessions. You will experiment  
with a variety of techniques and materials 
including pencil, ink, white chalk, willow and 
compressed charcoal. The course runs  
on Monday evenings, from 6 pm to 8.30 pm.

EVENING CLASS: PAINTING 
DURATION 8 weeks
DATES Every Tuesday 3 July — 21 August 
TUTOR(S) Various Tutors
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 340

In this eight-week evening class you will 
explore the first principles of painting. The 
emphasis of the course is to look at painting 
as a means for articulating form and to  
equip you with essential tools for building  
an image. Weekly sessions will be devoted  
to contemplating a particular set of formal 
issues underpinning the nature of painting. 
You will work from objects, the human  
figure and secondary sources using oils  
or acrylic. During the course you will develop 
a set of criteria that allows you to consider 
further possibilities within the wider remit  
of painting for expression and creative 
imagination. Special attention is placed on 
colour and composition. The course includes 
two sessions of painting from a life model. 
The course runs on Tuesday evenings, from 
6 pm to 8.30 pm.

ETCHING
DURATION 1 or 2 weeks
DATES 2 — 6 July or 9 — 13 July  
TUTOR(S) Penny Brewill
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 390

This masterclass will guide you in translating 
your drawing practice into the medium of 
printmaking. The course offers an intensive 
introduction to the methods and materials 
involved in the traditional techniques  
of copper etching and will begin with an 
opportunity to examine examples of original 
prints by different artists. This will be 
followed by a thorough introduction to the 
basic etching processes – hard and soft 
ground, aquatint and sugar lift. You will be 
encouraged to explore the various processes 
fully in order to develop your own personal 
language. There will be opportunities for 

one-to-one tutorials as your work develops 
and progresses.

The course fee covers most of the 
materials necessary for etching, however 
copper and paper are not provided and will 
be available to purchase during the course. 

You can also take this course over  
two weeks.

LOW-TECH PHOTOGRAPHY 
DURATION 1 week
DATES 9 — 13 July 
TUTOR(S) Alfonso Borragán
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 390

This one-week introductory course gives  
you the opportunity to learn and experiment 
with alternative photographic techniques, 
mediums and darkroom processes.

The emphasis is on using historic 
photographic technologies for creative 
exploration. You will explore new procedures 
and ideas that reach beyond the techniques 
and traditional understanding of photography. 
You will create alternative optical devices 
from scratch and experiment in both practical 
and imaginative ways with these fundamental 
technologies. This will allow you to investigate 
the creative potential of photography:  
from camera-less techniques to the creation 
of photosensitive surfaces.

The course will specifically cover: 
darkroom techniques: basic and experimental 
processes / creation of photographic 
devices / photograms, chemigrams and 
lumigrams / salt prints, dichromate gum 
prints, cyanotypes, anthotypes (chlorophile) 
and photoemulsion.

WOOD ENGRAVING WORKSHOP
DURATION 3 days
DATES 16 — 18 July 
TUTOR(S) Professor David Dobson SWE
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 240

Wood engraving is a relief printmaking process 
using the end-grain of the wood. The very 
fine detail and strong tonal images which can 
be produced this way means that it was  
the technique of choice for illustrating books 
and broadsheets for over 150 years until 
photographic reproductions became viable.  
It is now a vibrant art form in its own right.  

In this three-day course you will learn 
the techniques for marking out, engraving 
and printing on box wood, producing one or 
two finished pieces. With reference to wood 
engravings in the UCL Art Museum you  
will be tutored in the principles of design for 
wood engraving and use of different tools 
and printing techniques. You will have 
sufficient experience to be able to continue 
the practice following the course. 

All tools will be provided during the 
course, along with a practice block.  
Further blocks will be available to purchase  
on the course.

FROM DRAWING TO PAINTING 
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 16 — 27 July  
TUTOR(S) Ian Rowlands
LEVEL Varying levels of experience
FEE £ 740

This course aims to extend your experience 
of drawing and consider how it might  
be developed into painting. It explores how 
these two disciplines can cross over and 
inform one another. During week one you will 
be investigating some of the formal issues  
of drawing through observation. There  
is a special emphasis on looking carefully at 
tone and mark-making, the translation of tone 

and line into colour and the role of colour  
in both painting and drawing. In the second 
week you will investigate composition and 
paint handling, as well as strategies to 
generate and develop personal ideas in 
painting, using a variety of materials. Your 
personal development will be encouraged 
through taught studio sessions, slide  
talks and regular discussions about ideas 
and methods.

PORTRAITURE:  
A NEW PERSPECTIVE
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 16 — 27 July 
TUTOR(S) Kate Hopkins
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

This course is designed to introduce you  
to a range of contemporary approaches to 
composing a portrait painting. You will 
initially be working towards a solid formal 
understanding of portraiture through drawing 
directly from the head and increasing your 
perceptual awareness. This will lead into 
workshops and slide talks by invited artists 
who represent current and diverse 
approaches to contemporary portraiture. 

You will then explore practical alternative 
approaches and ideas about portraiture, 
while still referring to a more formal visual 
language connected to the traditional 
understanding of the genre. You will be 
encouraged and supported to work between 
these approaches, developing your own 
independent practice and discovering new 
processes in order to generate new work  
and ideas.

PAINTING
DURATION 2 or 4 weeks
DATES 16 — 27 July or 30 July — 10 August
TUTOR(S) Daniel Preece / Virginia Verran
LEVEL Varying levels of experience. From 
beginners to painters with an independent 
practice, but some previous experience in 
drawing will be helpful.
FEE £ 740 or £ 1,480

This course will give you the support and 
guidance needed to develop your own 
independent practice. You will be setting  
up a studio-based study to evolve your own 
practical and aesthetic interests. This will  
be supported by a series of optional morning 
workshops including: working from secondary 
sources, mixing and applying colour, 
discussing supports and grounds, method 
demonstrations and learning some of the 
essentials of the painter’s craft.

A life model can be booked on selected 
days to generate source material. There will 
be individual tutorials, slide shows and group 
critiques by invited artists, representing  
a wide spectrum of professional practice in 
terms of style and subject matter. You can 
take this course for two or four weeks.

LIFE DRAWING 
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 30 July — 10 August 
TUTOR(S) Kate Hopkins
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

For many artists, working from the human 
figure is an exciting and profoundly rewarding 
experience, and one that the Slade continues 
to actively participate in. This two-week course 
will introduce you to the ‘first principles’ in 
drawing directly from a life model. 

You will explore the many and varied 
results thrown up by intense analytical  
enquiry alongside tuition in perceptually 
based methods of pictorial construction.  
This will include linear and tonal study, the 
articulation of colour-space, colour and 
expression as well as experimentation with  
a broad range of drawing materials, both  
wet and dry. 

You will be taught by figurative  
artists, each of whom will offer alternative 
perspectives. Individual tuition, informal 
discussion, slide talks and group critiques 

will provide a wider context to the work you 
make in the studio.

CONTEMPORARY PAINTING 
DURATION 2 or 3 weeks
DATES 23 July — 3 August or 23 July —  
10 August
TUTOR(S) Hephzibah Rendle-Short /  
Eve Sprague
LEVEL Admission by portfolio
FEE £ 740 or £ 1,090

On this intensive course, you will be invited 
to test and expand your practice through 
individual and collaborative experiments with 
materials, spaces, and ideas. As a group,  
we will ask questions about painting in  
a contemporary context, working with the 
operations of, for example, installation, 
collage, the monochrome, and found objects, 
which have reconfigured painting in the  
past and continue to bear on the possibilities 
of painting in the present. The third week 
offers a chance for you to concentrate on 
making a piece of work that further develops 
concepts and methods you have been 
working with, utilising the Slade’s spacious 
studios and technical support.  Framed  
by the group's engagement with what 
contemporary painting means, you will  
be encouraged to continually reflect on what 
you are making, helped to describe what  
you find and embed those discoveries in your 
ongoing practice.

Please visit the Slade website for more 
information about admission process.

GOOD ARTISTS COPY;  
GREAT ARTISTS STEAL
DURATION 1 week
DATES 6 — 10 August 
TUTOR(S) Liz Rideal
LEVEL Confident level in drawing
FEE £ 390

This masterclass, taught by Liz Rideal, invites 
you to think, learn and practise drawing  
in public and private spaces, from example 
and imagination. You will visit art galleries 
and museums in London such as the 
National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, 
Victoria & Albert Museum, Wallace Collection 
and British Museum, using these collections 
as inspiration to create individual artworks. 

Each day will have a different theme. 
You will spend mornings in a different gallery 
or museum, learning to look through drawing 
in a variety of ways. You will use works of art, 
museum objects and their environments as 
stimuli to create a collection of drawings, 
then use them in the Slade studio each 
afternoon to create your own larger unique, 
more complex work. The aim is not to 
replicate artworks, but to use them to invent 
your own. 

The purpose of this course is to gather 
material, use it freely and expand your mind 
through thought, discussion and action.

THE EXPANDED FIELD  
OF DRAWING 
DURATION 2 or 3 weeks
DATES 13 — 24 August or 13 — 31 August 
TUTOR(S) Jim Hobbs
LEVEL Admission by portfolio
FEE £ 740 or £ 1,090

This is an advanced course which places 
drawing at the forefront of studio-based 
explorations across a variety of mediums and 
resources. The programme aims to question 
what constitutes a drawing and how 
contemporary drawing functions as its own 
discipline. You will experiment with a variety 
of mediums and techniques, from traditional 

drawing materials to newer media (film and 
video projectors, audio / visual equipment, 
computers and sculpture tools). The course 
prioritises independent working time in  
the studio to develop personal work. This  
is supplemented with tutor-led projects, 
one-to-one tutorials, group discussions /  
critiques, gallery visits, short technical 
workshops, lectures, and visiting artists talks. 

The optional extension of the course 
into three weeks allows artists the time  
to fully develop and test their work, and will 
culminate in a public exhibition. 

Please visit the Slade website for more 
information about the admission process.

LIFE PAINTING
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 13 — 24 August 
TUTOR(S) Ian Rowlands
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

This course has been structured to give you 
the space and conditions in which to explore 
the formal challenges related to painting from 
life. These include drawing, composition, 
tone and temperature. Through personal 
enquiry and experiment, the more individual 
elements such as mark making and language 
can be explored and nurtured. During  
the first week, life poses will be held for  
a maximum of one day to offer a diversity  
of experiences. The culmination of these 
experiences will be put to use in a sustained 
pose during week two to allow scope for 
students' own investigations. Technical 
support will be available for those students 
who wish to make their own canvases. 
Throughout the fortnight there will be ample 
opportunity for discussion in one-to-one 
tutorials with a variety of visiting tutors with 
their own distinct artist practices, as well  
as within informal group situations. 

MATERIAL JOURNEYS: 
REPRESENTATION  
INTO ABSTRACTION 
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 13 — 24 August 
TUTOR(S) Malina Busch
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

The aim of this course is to expand ideas 
around representation and abstraction 
through a hands-on exploration of historic 
and contemporary material processes.  
You will learn about the changing role of 
abstraction in contemporary practice and its 
relationship to pictorial space and figuration. 
It is designed to help you to develop the 
abstract qualities within your own creative 
practice through experimentation with 
painting and mixed media techniques.  

In week one, you will investigate 
traditional and modern painting materials 
through a series of flexible projects, where 
you will gain experience with an array of 
experimental methods. These activities will 
be complimented by regular demonstrations, 
talks, gallery visits and group discussions. 

In week two, you will build upon these 
experiences to develop a personal project.  
You will receive individual tutorial support, 
alongside feedback from visiting artists  
and your fellow students.   

COLOUR IN PRACTICE: 
UNDERSTANDING COLOUR
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 27 August — 7 September 
TUTOR(S) Caroline de Lannoy
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

This course weaves aspects of colour science 
together with colour practice, helping you  
to understand the many aspects of colour 
and to develop colour skills within your own 
artistic practice. 

Through a series of morning lectures 
you will examine the physiology and 
psychology of colour perception, the physics 

and chemistry of colour, and the role  
of colour in historical and contemporary art 
practices. Through practical projects you  
will explore the interaction of colour, colour 
mixing, the relationship between form and 
colour, and the spatial effects of colours. 
There will be workshops with invited artists 
for whom colour plays a key role in their 
work. In the second week you will develop 
your personal work, with support through 
individual tutorials. The emphasis will  
be on the development of ideas, preparation 
and process, using a variety of approaches 
and materials.

PORTRAITURE: DRAWING  
AND PAINTING THE HEAD 
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 27 August — 7 September 
TUTOR(S) Kate Hopkins
LEVEL All levels
FEE £ 740

In this course you will develop your ability  
to represent the human head and build  
a body of work around a single subject. The 
emphasis is on developing your drawing and 
painting skills through a practical approach 
to the study of portraiture.

Initially you will focus on investigative 
and analytical studies working directly from 
the model, firstly through linear drawing and 
measurement, as well as tonal studies.  
You will then move onto approaches that 
allow for more expressive potential. You  
will explore colour and its interaction and 

relativity, as well as its role in the articulation 
of space and form. 

These structured, developmental 
studies will lead into a final three days of 
sustained painting. You will be supported 
through individual tuition, informal 
discussion, slide talks and group critiques 
delivered by a range of visiting figurative 
artists. The course will conclude with a final 
group critique, during which the group's 
work will be discussed.

LIFE PAINTING:  
SUSTAINED POSE
DURATION 2 weeks
DATES 27 August — 7 September 
TUTOR(S) Andy Pankhurst
LEVEL Some experience in drawing  
and painting required
FEE £ 740

This two-week course will give you the 
opportunity to work directly from a sustained 
life model pose for two weeks. You will also 
explore the nature of sustained observation 
and the concepts connected to it.

The course will begin with a 
collaborative studio discussion which sets 
the model poses and colour environments  
as a group. There will be one-to-one  
tuition on the perceptual shifts taking place 
between the artist and subject; colour  
mixing; tone and temperature; form and  
the role of structure in terms of proportion 
and spatial relationships.

Studio time working from the model 
will be interspersed with demonstrations, 
discussions and invited speakers. Perceptual 
issues will be considered and contextualized 
in relation to recent developments in the 
neuroscience of vision; ideas about optics  
in relation to illusion and the imagination. 
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The Slade Summer School 
Foundation is an intensive 
introduction to contemporary 
fine art practice. The course  
will encourage your individual creative development while 
giving you a solid grounding in visual and practical methods.

Over a ten-week period, you will explore a wide range  
of skills to begin defining your own creative practice within  
a critical environment. This is a unique opportunity for you 
to develop knowledge, learn through experimentation and 
build a body of work needed for further study within an art 
school studio setting. 

The course begins with a structured introduction to  
fine art practice with the tutors who will support you over 
the coming weeks. You will gain some experience of 
working independently and generate a range of ideas and 
objects, equipping you to develop your own work. 

For the rest of the course, you will initiate your own 
projects, spending significant time in the studio supported 
by classes and workshops developing your individual 
approach and a portfolio of work. The course culminates  
in a group exhibition and critique of work developed during 
the course, with the final week providing the experience  
of curating and installing an exhibition which is open to  
the public.

For further details please visit the Slade website.

DURATION 10 weeks
DATES 2 July — 7 September  
TUTOR(S) Sandra Smith / Max Holdaway 
LEVEL All levels and experience
FEE £ 3,450


