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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
University College London is one of the world's prominent places of learning and scholarship. It
was founded in 1826, as the original University of London, and today is a multidisciplinary university
with a commitment to excellence in both teaching and research. It is ranked consistently by the
Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) as being in the top three universities for
research, spanning the whole range of academic activities. UCL currently has over 15,600 students of
whom over 5,000 are graduate students.
University College Medical School
University College Medical School (formerly University College and Middlesex School of
Medicine) was formed in 1987 by the amalgamation of five former institutions: the School of
Medicine of University College London, the Middlesex Hospital Medical School and the
Institutes of Laryngology and Otology, Orthopaedics and Urology. The unification has created
one of the largest undergraduate medical schools in the country that is very active in
postgraduate education and has an international reputation in many specialist areas. The
medical school was then expanded further through the amalgamation of the Institutes of Child
Health, Ophthalmology, Neurology and the Eastman Dental Institute.
The UCL School of Life and Medical Sciences consists of four faculties; Brain Sciences, Life
Sciences, Medical Science and Population Health Sciences. The majority of basic medical
sciences are situated on the Bloomsbury campus, although significant brain science activities
occur also at the Institute of Neurology, Queen Square. Clinical research activities take place at
University College Hospital, The Royal Free, Whittington Hospitals and in the community.
Department of Mental Health Sciences
The UCL Mental Health Sciences Unit comprises mainly of senior academics psychiatrists;
other mental health professionals and medical anthropologists/sociologists are also represented.
At present there are seven professors, four readers and approaching 20 senior lecturers and
lecturers. The main administrative and academic base of the Department is the Charles Bell
Building, purpose-built accommodation on the Bloomsbury Campus where the MSc is based.
The Research Department of Mental Health Sciences works closely with Camden and Islington
NHS Foundation Trust, a recognised teaching institution within the University of London, and
also with the North East London Foundation Trust and the North East Essex Mental Health
Service. As well as supporting the MScs in Psychiatric Research the Department runs an
MRCPsych course. There are currently over 50 MPhil/PhD and MD students within the
Department.
The Department supports a large amount of research in areas including epidemiology, mental
health services research, social psychiatry, ageing and mental health, neuropsychiatry, molecular
psychiatry, mental health in primary care and post traumatic stress.
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Academic Staff
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Professor Michael King, MD PhD, FRCP, FRCGP, FRCPsych
DEPUTY HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Professor Gill Livingston, MB ChB, MD, FRCPsych
PROFESSORS
Professor of Molecular Psychiatry
Hugh Gurling, MB BS, MRCPsych, Mphil
Professors of Social and Community Psychiatry
Paul Bebbington, MA, PhD, FRCP, FRCPsych (Emeritus)
Sonia Johnson BA BM BCh MSc MRCPsych DM
Professor of Mental Health and Ageing
Martin W Orrell, BMedSc, BM BS, FRCPsych, PhD
Professor of Soiology and Ageing
Paul Higgs BSc PhD
Professor of Anthropology and Mental Health
Roland Littlewood.
READERS
Learning Disability
Dr Angela Hassiotis, MA, MRCPsych, PhD
Clinical Psychiatry
Dr Zuzana Walker, MD, MRCS, LRCP, MRCPsych
Dr David Osborn, MA, MB BS, MRCPsych, MSc
Rehabilitation Psychiatry
Dr Helen Killaspy, MBBS, MRCPsych, PhD
SENIOR LECTURERS
Dr Marc Serfaty, BSc (Hons), MBChB, MRCPsych, MPhil, BABCP
Learning Disability
Dr Andre Strydom
Social and Community Psychiatry
Dr Joanna Moncrieff
Psychiatry of Older people
Dr Claudia Cooper
Dr Liz Sampson MBChB MRCPsych MSc MD
Dr Nick Bass
Dr Janet Carter, BSc, MA, MB BChir, MRCPsych, PhD
Medical Anthropology
Dr Sushrut Jadhav
Molecular Psychiatry
Dr Andrew Mcquillin
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MSc in PSYCHIATRIC RESEARCH
The MSc in Psychiatric Research is a modular course tailored to the needs of mental health
practitioners from a range of backgrounds who wish to develop as researchers. For students
who take all available modules each year and do not interrupt their studies, it takes two years,
but students can take up to five years to do the course to accommodate other life and work
demands.

The next intake of up to 20 students will be in October 2012.
The aim of the course is to provide high quality training in the research skills relevant to mental
health. The emphasis is very much a practical one, with much of the course consisting of
opportunities to put into practice the range of research skills being learnt. The emphasis is
therefore on workshops and seminars, not on didactic lectures. As groups entering the course
are small and students generally have a high level of interest in psychiatric research, a strength of
the course has been that discussions are often very lively and stimulating.
Student feedback from recent intakes has been very positive; with most reporting that they
enjoy the course and feel it is effective in equipping them with research skills relevant to their
current and future needs. More feedback from former students can be found at our website:
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mentalhealthsciences teachers on the course are all active researchers
with substantial publication records in their fields.
We accept applications from students who are not medically trained but are academically highly
qualified and have substantial experience of working in mental health.
The course is suitable for and of interest trainee psychiatrists at all levels from CT2. We are
happy to accept applications from doctors on any rotation or in any post. Consultants and
other doctors in non-training grades are also welcome to apply if they believe the course may
meet their needs, and we have had several students from these backgrounds in recent years.
Doctors working in any Trust are welcome to apply.
It is also very suitable for academically able psychology graduates preparing for various types of
careers in psychology.
Our aim is to bring students to a level where they have the research skills required to begin to
do research at doctoral level and/or to apply for research fellowships and other similar posts in
mental health. We also hope to equip students with the methodological expertise required to be
a research-active consultant psychiatrist or specialists in their field.
Students completing only 4 of the 12 modules in the course can be awarded a Post-Graduate
Certificate in Psychiatry, those completing 8 can obtain a Post-Graduate Diploma.
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Course Structure
The MSc now has a modular form, consisting of 8 modules. Someone completing the course
within 2 years (the minimum time) will take modules 1 to 6 in the first year and modules 7 and 8
in the second year. However, students may decide to take the modules over up to 5 years in
order to fit in with their other commitments. The outline below describes the modules taken at
each stage by 2 year students. There is considerable flexibility in how modules are taken. Each
has its own assessment.
Year 1 modules
Teaching for these is through a series of around 30 Monday afternoon seminars.
Module 1
Critical appraisal and research principles in psychiatry
Introduction to the main approaches to research in psychiatry
How to write protocols and organise studies
How to critically appraise published papers
How to write for publication
How to involve mental health service users in research
How to obtain ethical and R & D approval and conduct studies in an ethical manner.
Module 2
Measurement in mental health research
How to evaluate and select instruments for research
How to design questionnaires and interviews
How to test the reliability and validity of instruments
Module 3
Epidemiological methods in mental health
Principles of epidemiology: sampling and assessing causality
How to design and analysis epidemiological studies including case control, cohort and cross
sectional surveys
Module 4
Treatment evaluation and biological methods in mental health
Randomised controlled trials and other methods for evaluating treatments, services and policies
in mental health
Major approaches to biological research in psychiatry
Module 5
Qualitative research methods in psychiatry:
How to design and carry out qualitative studies in psychiatry
Module 6
Statistics
How to apply and interpret the most frequently used methods for univariate and multivariate
analysis in psychiatry (practical training in data analysis using SPSS is provided)
Year 2 modules
Module 7
Literature review
Following training in systematic literature review methods (initiated in year 1) students complete
and submit a literature review of around 6,000 words on a topic of their choice, usually related
to the research project.
Module 8
Research Project
The research project, carried out in the second year, is central to the course. Projects can be on
any topic relevant to psychiatry, and we will help you to find a suitable and interesting project.
The project is written up as a research paper of up to 8,000 words, suitable for publication in a
journal. Students may either identify their own research topic and submit it for approval or
6

choose from a number of topics proposed by senior members of the department who are
available as supervisors. The topic can be any which is pertinent to psychiatry. Each student has
two supervisors – at least one usually has specialist knowledge of the specific research field and
at least one must be drawn from the tutors closely involved with the MSc course. Expertise on a
wide range of research areas is available within the department, with strengths including social
and community psychiatry, anthropological psychiatry, epidemiology, mental health services
research, psychiatry of the elderly, learning disability, neuropsychiatry, psychiatric genetics and
health psychology. Students can also be assisted in identifying experts relevant to their area of
interest outside the department.
A set of around 12 seminars in year 2 also support the completion of this project. There are
small group tutorials, statistics workshops and close monitoring of the progress of the projects.
Students have to present their projects at various stages of completion

Assessment
Students are required to attend the taught programme on a consistent basis. They are formally
assessed by a series of written assignments, a written test (for module 1), and a viva. Each
module has an assessment linked to it which must be completed for students to be deemed to
have completed the Module. Module 1 is tested through a written exam involving critical
appraisal and application of skills learnt to problem solving tasks. Modules 2 to 6 are tested by
assignments including writing research protocols, designing a research instrument, doing a short
piece of qualitative data analysis and analysing a data set using the SPSS statistical package.
Students are expected to keep copies of all submitted work in a learning portfolio.
For Year 2, two large modules are completed, each involving a substantial paper: Module 7
involves writing up a systematic review of the literature and Module 8 a report suitable for
publication of a research study.

Timetable
The timetable for the MSc is as follows:
MSc Year 1
2.15 pm – 5.30 pm

MONDAY
MSc Year 2
2.30 pm – 4.30 pm
(Selected Mondays)

The seminar programme in Year 1 takes place over two semesters of 15 weeks each, one beginning
in October and one in February. In Year 2, group teaching is on 12 Mondays spaced out through
the year, with time in between for students to work individually on their projects and meet with
supervisors.
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FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO MSc STUDENTS
The full range of student facilities at UCL is open to students on the course.
Library facilities
These include:
 UCL Psychology Library (DMS Watson)
 UCL Medical Sciences Library (DMS Watson)
 UCL Clinical Sciences Library in the Rockefeller Building
 Specialist libraries at the Institute of Orthopaedics, Neurology, Ophthalmology, Child
Health and the Eastman Dental Institute
 University of London (Main Library) Malet Street
 London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
The main libraries at UCL have a range of relevant books and journals. All course participants
have full membership of these libraries and, in addition to borrowing and reading rights, are
able to use the useful abstracting and information retrieval systems which are available. The
main databases are PsychLit, Medline, Embase and BIDS, which are available at the libraries of
both institutions. It is also possible to obtain journal articles through the inter-library loan
system.
Computing
UCL has good computing facilities and fast internal access. Apart from computers in individual
departments, there are open access (‘cluster’) rooms around the College including the medical school.
Each cluster room is equipped with IBM-compatible PCs or Apple Macs. A large range of software
packages ranging from word processing to statistical analysis is available. Rooms are open during
normal working hours and some in the evenings as well. The staff in the UCL Information Systems
(IS) provides advice, documentation and assistance in the use of all the facilities. They also run
courses including an introduction to computer systems and coverage of the more popular
applications packages. The Cluster WTS system allows remote log in to all UCL IT facilities.
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UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Regulations for the MSc in Psychiatric Research
Revised April 2012

Regulations concerning programmes of study are contained in the Blue Book, UCL
Academic Regulations for students. The following are amendments to these
Regulations:

Entry Qualifications
We accept applications from students who are not medically trained but are academically highly
qualified and have substantial experience of working in mental health.
The course is open to candidates who hold a medical degree which is recognised by the General
Medical Council (GMC) for practice in the UK and who have at least the equivalent of six months’
full-time experience of working in clinical psychiatry. Candidates will also be expected to demonstrate
to the College Faculty Board of Clinical Sciences that they have sufficient proficiency in the English
language, both spoken and written.
Course aims
The course will provide a comprehensive grounding in research methodology in psychiatry, including
systematic reviews, principles of research design, clinical trials, epidemiology, mental health services
research, qualitative methodologies, biological approaches and statistics. The course will prepare
students to undertake research at doctoral level. Students will undertake under supervision and
present reports on a systematic review of the literature and an individual research project.

Modules
There are eight compulsory modules. In a candidate taking two years to complete the course, the first
six will be taken in the first year and the last two in the second year of the course. Students taking
more than two years will agree a plan of study with the course tutors.
Year 1 modules (for students taking course over 2 years)
- Critical appraisal and research principles in psychiatry (15 Credits)
- Measurement in mental health research (15 credits)
- Epidemiological methods in mental health (15 credits)
- Qualitative research methods in mental health (15 credits)
- Statistical techniques in mental health (15 credits)
- Treatment evaluation and biological approaches in psychiatric research (15 credits)
Year 2 modules (for students taking course over 2 years)
- Literature review (30 credits)
- Research paper (dissertation) (60 credits)
Duration of Course of Study
Modular and flexible: 2 to 5 years
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Assessment
All Modules include an assessment. For the first of the Year 1 modules (Critical appraisal and
research principles in psychiatry), this is an unseen written examination of 180 minutes. For the other
five it is a coursework assignment of around 4,000 words for each assignment. The literature review
assignment involves competion of a systematic literature review of around 6,000 words. The Research
Paper module involves completion of a research protocol of up to 3,000 words, a research paper of
around 8,000 words and an oral examination on the dissertation.
Dates of Examinations

Written papers
Dissertation

March in the first year
End of August 31st in the final year
Oral examination October or November of final year

ADMINISTRATION
Course Fees
Standard UCL fees for home/EU students can be found at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospectivestudents/graduate-study/degrees/pgt/TMSPBSSRES01.

It should be noted that the course can be completed on a modular basis and this can
substantially reduce the yearly cost of the course.
Fees for subsequent years are subject to increase and this is implicit in accepting the offer of a place
at UCL. For further information about fees contact The Registrar’s Division on 020 7679 4125.
Study Leave
Students attending the MSc course need to confirm their study leave arrangements with their
employer. Students are responsible for payment of their course fees, even though these may be
reimbursed by their Clinical Tutor.
On the North London Rotation, trainees are entitled to one half-day per week study leave to attend a
postgraduate training course. For trainees who are also taking the MRCPsych Part 2 course, the first
year of the MSc requires attendance for two half-days per week. The Clinical Tutors have agreed that
trainees can attend for two half-days per week for the first year, but during this period they would
not be entitled to additional study leave to attend other activities, such as the Guildford Course or
Royal College meetings.
Application Details
To discuss the content and organisation of the course contact the course tutor, Professor Sonia
Johnson
Tel:
07766 220067 Email:s.johnson@ucl.ac.uk
Professor Gill Livingston organises year 2 of the course and is also involved in devising and
organising the overall programme: she may be contacted for information (g.livingston@ucl.ac.uk)
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For an application form contact the Course Administrator:
Christine Coup (Course Administrator)
UCL Mental Health Sciences Unit
67-73 Riding House Street 2nd Floor
Charles Bell House London W1W 7EJ
Tel: (020)76799039 Ext: 09039
Fax: 020 7679 9426
E.mail: c.coup@ucl.ac.uk
Form available at: www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate-study/applicationadmission
Apply online: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate-study/applicationadmission/apply-online/

The final closing date is 2nd September 2013
It is anticipated that interviews for short-listed candidates will take place in August/Sep However,
early application is recommended, as the number of places on the MSc course starting in October
2013 is limited to 20 students.
Academic Year 2013/2014
The UCL Academic Year is divided into three terms:
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:

Monday 23 September 2013 - Friday 13 December 2013
Monday 13 January 2014 - Friday 28 March 2014
Monday 28 April 2014 - Friday 13 June 2014

The MSc in Psychiatric Research is structured around two semesters in line with the rotation dates
for the local psychiatry training schemes.
Semester 1:
Semester 2:

to Monday 20th January 2014
to Monday 7st July 2014

Monday 7th October 2013
Monday 17th February 2014

11

