
M.A. in English: Issues in Modern Culture 2013-2014
Reading List 

AUTHORS: Autumn 2013
1. Flaubert







Michael Sayeau

Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary trans. Geoffrey Wall (Penguin)

Further Reading

Flaubert, Sentimental Education
Flaubert, Dictionary of Received Ideas
Flaubert, Selected Letters
Marder, Dead Time
Culler, Flaubert: The Uses of Uncertainty
2. James







Philip Horne

Henry James, In the Cage, in Selected Tales, ed. John Lyon, Penguin, 2001

The Turn of the Screw, in The Turn of the Screw and Other Stories, ed. T. J. Lustig, OUP, 1998

Further reading

John Carlos Rowe, Henry James and the Other
Philip Horne. Ed. Henry James:A Life in Letters

3. Conrad







Michael Sayeau

Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Conrad, Lord Jim
Further  Reading

Achebe, 'An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.'

Said, 'Two Visions in Heart of Darkness,' Culture and Imperialism
Watt, Conrad in the Nineteenth Century

4. Laforgue and Eliot 





Neil Rennie

A photocopied handout of material for consideration (Laforgue, Symons, Eliot) will be provided before the seminar.

Further reading

Jules Laforgue, Selected Poems, ed. and trans. by Graham Dunstan Martin (Penguin)

T.S. Eliot, Inventions of the March Hare, ed. Christopher Ricks (Faber)

Arthur Symons, The Symbolist Movement in Literature (1899)

Gordon, Lyndall, Eliot’s Early Years (1977)

5. Pound







Neil Rennie

A photocopied handout will be provided at the seminar. In preparation for the seminar, please read, from Ezra Pound, Selected Poems: ‘Hugh Selwyn Mauberley’, and extracts (provided in Selected Poems) from Cantos I, XIV, LXXIV, LXXX, CXVI.

Further reading


Ackroyd, Peter, Ezra Pound and his World (1980)
Carpenter, Humphrey, A Serious Character: The Life of Ezra Pound (1988)
Kenner, Hugh, The Pound Era (1972)

Moody, A.D. Ezra Pound : poet : a portrait of the man and his work.; I, The young genius, 1885-1920 (2007)

Rainey, Lawrence, Institutions of Modernism (1998)

Sullivan J.P. (ed.), Ezra Pound (1970)
Terrell, Carroll, A Companion to the Cantos of Ezra Pound (1981)

6. Joyce







Scarlett Baron
James Joyce, Ulysses, ed. Hans Walter Gabler with Wolfhard Steppe and Claus Melchior (New York: Random House, 1986) – available as a Vintage reprint. 
· This is the best critically edited text, but for a helpful introduction and useful notes (as well as for an interesting variant text), see Ulysses, ed. Jeri Johnson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993).
Important Further Reading

James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (the OUP edition has a good introduction and notes by Jeri Johnson).
James Joyce, Dubliners (the OUP edition has a good introduction and notes by Jeri Johnson).
Further Reading

Derek Attridge, Joyce Effects: On Language, Theory, and History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).

Richard Ellmann, James Joyce, revd edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982).

Hugh Kenner, Joyce’s Voices (London: Faber and Faber, 1978).
Terence Killeen, ‘Ulysses’ Unbound: A Reader’s Companion to James Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’ (Dublin: Wordwell, 2005).
Karen Lawrence, The Odyssey of Style in ‘Ulysses’ (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1981).

7. Henry Green






Nick Shepley
Nothing (1950; Dalkey Archive Press, 2009), also in Nothing, Doting, Blindness (Vintage, 2008)
Doting (1952; Dalkey Archive Press, 2009), also in Nothing, Doting, Blindness (Vintage, 2008)

Further Reading:

Pack my Bag (1940; Vintage, 2000)

“The Art of Fiction” in Surviving: The Uncollected Writings of Henry Green, ed. Matthew Yorke (New York: Viking, 1993), 234-250.
Rod Mengham, The Idiom of the Time: The Writings of Henry Green (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982)

Bharat Thandon, “Henry Green” in The Cambridge Companion to English Novelists, ed. Adrian Poole (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 393-406.

Jeremy Treglown, Romancing: The Life and Work of Henry Green (London: Faber & Faber, 2000)

8. Virginia Woolf






Scarlett Baron

Woolf, Mrs Dalloway (1925)
Woolf, To the Lighthouse (1927)

Further reading

Woolf, Moments of Being: Autobiographical Writings, ed. Jeanne Schulkind, revised by Hermione Lee (London: Pimlico, 2002). 

Rachel Bowlby, Feminist Destinations and Further Essays on Virginia Woolf (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1997).

Julia Briggs, Reading Virginia Woolf (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006).

Hermione Lee, The Novels of Virginia Woolf (London: Methuen, 1977).

Hermione Lee, Virginia Woolf (London: Chatto & Windus, 1997).

Sue Roe and Susan Sellers (eds), The Cambridge Companion to Virginia Woolf (Cambridge: CUP, 2000).

9. Willa Cather






Peter Swaab

Reading: Death Comes for Archbishop (1927)

Recommended further reading: 

My Àntonia (1918), ‘Coming, Aphrodite!’ (1920) A Lost Lady (1923), The Professor’s House (1925)

Secondary Reading:

Jonathan Goldberg, Willa Cather and Others (2001)

Hermione Lee, Willa Cather: A Life Saved Up (1989)

Marilee Lindemann, Wiila Cather: Queering America (1999)

Guy Reynolds, ‘The Ideology of Cather's Catholic Progressivism in Death Comes for the Archbishop’, Cather Studies 3 (1996)
The Willa Cather Archive  http://cather.unl.edu/ has a good deal of useful material, including electronic versions of the scholarly editions of some of Cather’s novels published by the University of Nebraska Press. It also includes the full run of the biennial journal Cather Studies, first published in 1990 (http://cather.unl.edu/index.cs.html). 
10. Samuel Beckett






Peter Swaab

Molloy, The Complete Dramatic Works

Further reading
Beckett, Proust and Three Dialogues with Georges Duthuit 

Texts for Nothing

Anthony Cronin, Samuel Beckett: The Last Modernist
James Knowlson, Damned to Fame: The Life of Samuel Beckett
Christopher Ricks, Beckett’s Dying Words
CONTEXTS: Autumn 2013
Modernity and the City

1. Baudelaire







Greg Dart

Baudelaire, 'Les Tableaux Parisiens' from Les Fleurs du Mal
Baudelaire, Le Spleen de Paris (the whole collection, available in English as Paris Spleen (New Directions)

Secondary Reading

Claude Pichois, Baudelaire, trans. Graham Robb

Walter Benjamin, 'Flaneur'  in Charles Baudelaire: A Lyric Poet in the Era of High Capitalism (Verso)

T. J. Clark, The Painter of Modern Life 

Baudelaire, 'The Painter of Modern Life' 

Rosemary Lloyd, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Baudelaire
2. The American Scene





Philip Horne 

Henry James, ‘London’ (1888) in English Hours 
Henry James, The American Scene (1907) (New York chapters) (Out of print; but plenty of copies can be found at $15 or less at www.bookfinder.com, a useful site; or the whole text is available online: http://www2.newpaltz.edu/~hathaway/americanscene.html .)
Further reading

Charles Baudelaire, ‘The Painter of Modern Life’ in The Painter of Modern Life and other essays (London: Phaidon, 2001)
Walter Benjamin, ‘The Flaneur’, in Baudelaire: A Lyric Poet in the Era of High Capitalism, trans. Harry Zohn (Verso, 1976)

Georg Simmel, ‘The Metropolis and Modern Life’, in David Frisby (ed.), Simmel on Culture

3. Detective Fiction






Neil Rennie
Primary Reading
Edgar Allan Poe, ‘The Murders in the Rue Morgue’, ‘The Mystery of Marie Roget’, ‘The Purloined Letter’ (in various collections of Poe’s stories)

Arthur Conan Doyle, The Valley of Fear
Further Reading
Chandler, Raymond, ‘The Simple Art of Murder’, in Pearls Are a Nuisance (and other collections of Chandler’s essays)

Knight, Stephen, Crime Fiction 1800-2000 (2004)

Strabnick, Amy Gilman, The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers (1995)

4. Epiphany and the Everyday




Nick Shepley

Barthes, Roland, “The Reality Effect” (1967) in The Rustle of Language (1984), trans. Richard Howard (Oxford: Blackwell, 1986), 141-149
 Blanchot, Maurice, “Everyday Speech” in The Infinite Conversation (1969), trans. Susan Hanson (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993), 238-245
 Lefebvre, Henri, “The Theory of Moments” in Critique of Everyday Life (Volume II): Foundations for a Sociology of the Everyday (1967), trans John Moore (London: Verso, 2008), 340-358
Further Reading
Sheringham, Michael, Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006)
Certeau, Michel de, The Certeau Reader, ed. Graham Ward (Oxford: Blackwell, 2000)
 ---. The Practice of Everyday Life (1984), trans. Stephen Rendall (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988)
5. Accidents 







Julia Jordan

Tom McCarthy, Remainder (2005)

J.G. Ballard, Crash (1973)

Further Reading

J.G. Ballard, The Atrocity Exhibition (1970)

Maurice Blanchot, The Writing of the Disaster (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995)

Ross Hamilton, Accident (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007)

Paul Virilio, The Original Accident (Cambridge: Polity, 2007)

Modern Forms

1. Impressionism






Matthew Beaumont
Walter Pater, Studies in the History of the Renaissance (OUP, 2009), especially the Preface, the Conclusion, and 'Diaphaneite'

 

Ford Madox Ford, The Soul of London (Everyman, 1995) - this may only be available second-hand

 

Ford Madox Ford, 'On Impressionism,' excerpt in Modernism: An Anthology of Sources and Documents (Edinburgh UP, 1998)

Further Reading

 

Tamar Katz, Impressionist Subjects: Gender, Interority, and Modernist Fiction in England (U of Illinois Press, 2000)

 

Jesse Matz, Literary Impressionism and Modernist Aesthetics (CUP, 2007)

 

Adam Parkes, A Sense of Shock: The Impact of Impressionism on Modern British and Irish Writing (OUP, 2011) 

2. Photography






Greg Dart

Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida
Susan Sontag, On Photography
Further reading
Geoff Dyer, The Ongoing Moment

3. Cinema – Citizen Kane






Phil Horne


Screening before seminar (tbc): Welles, Citizen Kane.
SUGGESTED READING

Bazin, André, Orson Welles, 1972.

Carringer, Robert L., The Making of ‘Citizen Kane’, 1985.

Caughie, John, Theories of Authorship, 1981.

Evans, Mark, Soundtrack: The Music of the Movies, 1975.

Farber, Manny, ‘The Gimp’, 1952, in Movies / Negative Space, 1971.

Gottesman, Ronald, ed., Focus on `Citizen Kane', 1971 (Toland, Herrmann, Welles, Borges &c).

Hickenlooper, George, interview with Robert Wise (editor) Reel Conversations, 1991.

Kael, Pauline, The Citizen Kane Book, 1971 (contains essay, shooting script, cutting continuity).

Leaming, Barbara, Orson Welles: A Biography, 1985.

Thomson, David, Biographical Dictionary of the Cinema, 1975.

Thomson, David, America in the Dark: The Impact of Hollywood Films on American Culture, 1977.

Truffaut, François, The Films in my Life, 1978.

Welles, Orson, & Bogdanovich, Peter, This is Orson Welles, 1992 (edited by Jonathan Rosenbaum).

4. Abstract Expressionism





Linda Freedman

David Anfam, Abstract Expressionism (London: Thames and Hudson, 1990)
Harold Rosenberg, ‘The American Action Painters’ (1952), reprinted in The Tradition of the New (New York: Horizon, 1959), pp.23-39, p.25.

Kirk Varnedoe, ‘Comet: Jackson Pollock’s Life and Work’, Jackson Pollock (New York: The Museum of Modern Art, 1998).

Michael McClure, ‘Ode to Jackson Pollock’ (1967)
5. Inventions of Rock: Bob Dylan and the Velvet Underground

Mark Ford

Bob Dylan

Song to Woody (1961)

The Lonesome Death of Hattie Carroll (1963)

Subterranean Homesick Blues (1965)

Like a Rolling Stone (1965)

Ballad of a Thin Man (1965)

Visions of Johanna (1966)

Absolutely Sweet Marie (1966)

All available from itunes

All lyrics available at http://www.bobdylan.com
The Velvet Underground

The Velvet Underground and Nico

 (ie. their first album (available from itunes)
All lyrics available at http://www.velvetunderground.com
Secondary Reading

Bob Dylan

Corcoran, Neil, ed. ‘Do you, Mr Jones?’ Bob Dylan with the Poets and Professors (2002)

Day, Aidan, Jokerman: Reading the Lyrics of Bob Dylan (1988)

Dettmar, Kevin. J.H. The Cambridge Companion to Bob Dylan (2009)

Gray, Michael, Song and Dance Man III (2000)

Heylin, Clinton, Bob Dylan: The Recording Sessions (1995)

--- Bob Dylan: A Life in Stolen Moments: Day by Day 1941-1995 (1996)

--- Bob Dylan: Behind the Shades – The 20th Anniversary Edition (2011)

--- Revolution in the Air (2009)

--- Still on the Road (2010)
Hughes, John, Invisible Now: Bob Dylan in the 1960s (2013)
Marcus, Greil, Invisible Republic (1997)

--- Bob Dylan: Writings, 1968-2010 (2011)

--- Like a Rolling Stone (2005)

Marqusee, Mike, The Politics of Bob Dylan’s Art (2003)

Ricks, Christopher, Bob Dylan’s Visions of Sin (2003)

Shelton, Robert, No Direction Home: The Life and Music of Bob Dylan (1986/2011)

Sounes, Howard, Down the Highway: The Life of Bob Dylan (2001)

Thomson, Elizabeth and David Gutman, eds., The Dylan Companion (1990)

The Velvet Underground

Bockris, Victor and Gerard Malanga, Up-Tight: The Story of the Velvet Underground 1996)

Cale, John, What’s Welsh for Zen? (1999)

DeRogatis, Jim, The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side (2009)

Harvard, Joe, The Velvet Underground and Nico (2004)

Heylin, Clinton, All Yesterday’s Parties: ‘The Velvet Underground in Print, 1966-1971)

Leigh, Michael The Velvet Underground (1965/2011)

Zak III, Albin, The Velvet Underground Companion: Four Decades of Commentary (1997)

AUTHORS: Spring 2014
1. Wallace Stevens






Mark Ford
Please Read

The Paltry Nude Starts on a Spring Voyage – Domination of Black – Le Monocle de Mon Oncle – Ploughing on Sunday - The Snow Man - A High-Toned Old Christian Woman - The Emperor of Ice-Cream – Disillusionment of Ten O’Clock - Sunday Morning - Anecdote of the Jar - To the One of Fictive Music – Peter Quince at the Clavier - Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird – Nomad Exquisite - The Idea of Order at Key West – The American Sublime – A Postcard from the Volcano – The Poems of Our Climate – Of Modern Poetry – Asides on the Oboe –  – The Plain Sense of Things - The World as Meditation – Final Soliloquy of the Interior Paramour - Not Ideas about the Thing but the Thing Itself 

All available in Stevens’s Collected Poems (Faber)

Secondary Reading:

Stevens, Holly, ed, Letters of Wallace Stevens (1966)

Stevens, Holly, ed., Souvenirs and Prophecies (1976)

Stevens, Wallace, Opus Posthumous (1989)

Bloom, Harold, Wallace Stevens: The Poems of Our Climate (1977)

Carroll, Joseph, Wallace Stevens’s Supreme Fiction (1987)

Cook, Eleanor, Poetry, Word-Play, and Word-War in Wallace Stevens (1988)

Gelpi, Albert, ed. Wallace Stevens: The Poetics of Modernism (1985)

Kermode, Frank, Wallace Stevens (1960)

Lensing, George, Wallace Stevens and the Seasons (2001)

Lentricchia, Frank, Ariel and the Police (1988)

Lentricchia, Frank, Modernist Quartet (1994)

Longenbach, James, Wallace Stevens: the Plain Sense of Things (1991)

Richardson, Joan, Wallace Stevens - A Biography:The Early Years (1986)

Richardson, Joan, Wallace Stevens - A Biography:The Later Years (1988)

Vendler, Helen, Words Chosen out of Desire (1984)

2. Jean Rhys







Nick Shepley
TBD

3. Elizabeth Bowen






Beci Dobbin
Bowen, The Death of the Heart

Bowen, ‘Making Arrangements’

Browning, ‘Pophyria’s Lover’

Further reading

Jacqueline Rose, 'Bizarre Objects: Hallucination and Modernism - Mary Butts and Elizabeth Bowen', in On Not Being Able to Sleep
Maud Ellmann, Elizabeth Bowen: The Shadow Across the Page

Andrew Bennett & Nicholas Royle, Elizabeth Bowen and the Dissolution of the Novel

Neil Corcoran, Elizabeth Bowen: The Enforced Return

4. Vladimir Nabokov






Julia Jordan

Vladimir Nabokov, The Annotated Lolita (London: Penguin, 2000)

Further Reading

Julian W Connolly, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Nabokov (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005)

Peter Brooks, Reading for the Plot: Design and Intention in Narrative (Harvard University Press, 1992)

Richard Rorty, ‘The Barber of Kasbeam: Nabokov on Cruelty’, in Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1989) [Available online]

Martin Hagglund, ‘Chronophilia: Nabokov and the Time of Desire’, New Literary History 37.2 (2006): 447—467 [Available online]

5. Chinua Achebe






Michael Sayeau

TBD
6. Elizabeth Bishop






Mark Ford

The Map - The Fish - A Cold Spring - Over 2,000 Illustrations and a Complete Concordance - The Bight - At the Fishhouses - Brazil, January 1, 1502 - Questions of Travel - First Death in Nova Scotia - Filling Station - In the Waiting Room - Crusoe in England - Poem - One Art - The End of March - Five Flights Up - North Haven - Sonnet

All in The Complete Poems or Poems: The Centenary Edition (both Chatto & Windus)

Secondary Reading
The Collected Prose (1984) 

One Art: The Selected Letters (1994)

Edgar Allan Poe and the Juke-Box (2006)  

Prose: The Centenary Edition (2011)

Blasing, Mutlu Konuk, Politics and Form in Postmodern Poetry (1995)

Blasing, Mutlu Konuk, American Poetry: The Rhetoric of Its Forms (1984)

Bloom, Harold (ed.), Elizabeth Bishop: Modern Critical Views (1985)

Bromwich, David, Skeptical Music (2001) 
Colwell, Anne, Inscrutable Houses (1997)

Costello, Bonnie, Elizabeth Bishop: Questions of Mastery (1991)

Doreski, C.K., Elizabeth Bishop: The Restraints of Language (1993)

Goldensohn, Lorris, Elizabeth Bishop: The Biography of a Poetry (1992)

Harrison, Victoria, Elizabeth Bishop’s Poetics of Intimacy (1993)

Kalstone, David, Becoming a Poet: Elizabeth Bishop with Marianne Moore and Robert Lowell (1989)

Kalstone, David, Five Temperaments (1977)

Lombardi, Marilyn May (ed.), Elizabeth Bishop: The Geography of Gender (1993)

Mazzaro, Jerome, Postmodern American Poetry (1980)

Millier, Bret, Elizabeth Bishop: Life and the Memory of It (1993)

Parker, Robert Dale, The Unbeliever (1988)

Schwartz, Lloyd and Sybil Estess (eds.), Elizabeth Bishop and Her Art (1983)

Shetley, Vernon, After the Death of Poetry (1993)

Stevenson, Anne, Five Looks at Elizabeth Bishop (1998)

Travisano, Thomas, Elizabeth Bishop: Her Artistic Development (1988)

Travisano, Thomas, Modernist Quartet (2000)

Vendler, Helen, Part of Nature, Part of Us (1980)

7. Sylvia Plath






Linda Freedman

Primary Texts:

Essential:

Collected Poems (Faber 1981) 

Additional:

The Bell Jar (1966)

Journals 1950-1962 ed. Karen v Kukil (2000)


Letters Home: correspondence 1950-1963 ed. Aurelia Plath (1977)

Birthday Letters ed. Ted Hughes (1998)

Johnny Panic and the Bible of Dreams and other prose writings (1979)

Secondary Texts:

Anne Stevenson, Bitter Fame: A Life of Sylvia Plath (1989)

Jaqueline Rose, The Haunting of Sylvia Plath (1991)

Janet Malcolm, The Silent Woman (1994)

Paul Giles, Virtual Americas: Transnational Fictions and the Transatlantic Imaginary (2002)

Sylvia Plath edited and with an introduction by Harold Bloom (1989)

8. Thomas Pynchon






Julia Jordan

Thomas Pynchon, Mason & Dixon (1997)

Further Reading

Hanjo Berressem, ‘Coda: How to Read Pynchon’, in The Cambridge Companion to Thomas Pynchon, Ed. Inger H. Dalsaard, Luc Herman and Brian McHale (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 168–177
Elizabeth Jane Wall Hinds, ed. The Multiple Worlds of Pynchon’s Mason & Dixon (Rochester, N.Y.: Camden House, 2005)

Kathryn Hume, ‘Mason & Dixon’, in The Cambridge Companion to Thomas Pynchon, ed. Inger H. Dalsaard, Luc Herman and Brian McHale (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 59–70

Stefan Mattessich, Lines of Flight: Discursive Time and Countercultural Desire in the Work of Thomas Pynchon (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002)
Michael Wood, ‘Pynchon’s Mason & Dixon’ Raritan 17.4 (1998): 120–130

9. Tom Stoppard






Scarlett Baron

TBD

10. Coetzee







Michael Sayeau
J.M. Coetzee, Disgrace (1999)

Further Reading
J.M. Coetzee, "Into the Dark Chamber: The Novelist and South Africa," New York Times

(1986)

J.M. Coetzee, Elizabeth Costello (2003)
J.M. Coetzee's Nobel Lecture (2003)
J.M. Coetzee, "The Novel and History," Upstream (1993)
Derek Attridge, J.M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading (2004)


OPTIONS SEMINARS (Spring term, 2014)
Group A: Modernism and Sex – Hugh Stevens
Group B: Film – Philip Horne

Group C: Ludic Literature – Julia Jordan


Reading Week


Group A: Post-War American Poetry – Mark Ford

Group B: 21st-Century Fiction – Michael Sayeau
Group C: Cultures of the Night – Matthew Beaumont
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