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Overseas Educational Psychologist in Training

(OEPiT) Support and Development Group
Our programme particularly values the fresh perspectives and original insights that are contributed by EPiTs who have experience of living and working outside Britain.  We also recognise the additional needs of overseas students for tutorial support and an introduction to the British social and educational contexts in order that they get the most from their training with us.

At University College, Sandra Dunsmuir, Tutor for Overseas EPiTs, provides a supplementary series of tutorials throughout the year.  Initially, these focus on learning about the education system and educational psychology services in Local Education Authorities. During the latter part of the training, the special tutorials focus on the application of skills learned on the course within the cultural context to which the OEPiTs will be returning.

It is acknowledged that in the early part of the course, those coming from overseas will require a higher level of individual support. However, our aim is to assist OEPiTs to become part of the main group of EPiTs, and link into the support inherent in this structure as quickly as possible.
Content

We provide a structured group process that is designed to assist OEPiTs to adjust and assimilate into the UCL course and British culture. Specific areas covered include:

· Educational and social legislation that has influenced the structure and delivery of education services in England and Wales.

· Detailed coverage of relevant legislation and guidance (e.g. Special Educational Needs Code of Practice, 2001).
· Current educational structures and provision, including roles of support services.

· Other areas are included as particular needs are identified (i.e. extra preparation and support for practical placements).

Structure

An introductory programme is organised early in September, and includes the observation placement, the mainstream school visits and introductory tutorials. Individual professional development tutorials are scheduled through the year and, in addition, group tutorials focused on supporting the professional placements are formally timetabled.  Additional sessions may be scheduled during the Autumn, Spring and Summer Terms by agreement with Sandra.  Tutorial time is formally timetabled towards the end of the summer term to assist with re-orientation back to home cultures.

It is recognised that different OEPiTs will have different needs and it is considered important that the support offered should be flexible, negotiated and based on need.  Overseas EPiTs for whom English is an additional language may need to have first drafts of early reports read and commented on before they are given to placement supervisors. However, OEPiTs whose first language is English will not normally need this level of support.
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