PROMOTING CHILD ACTION

Children are indispensable partners in the creation of
sustainable settlements. The Growing Up in Cities
initiative provides ways of engaging their experience,
vision and energies in improving urban environ-
ments.

Growing Up in Cities was initiated in eight countries
in 1996 to implement the principles of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, Agenda 21 and the Habitat
Agenda, and to emphasise that children have a right
to a voice in decisions that affect their lives and their
environment. First pioneered by UNESCQ_under thé
direction of the urban planner Kevin in, the
1970s, Growing Up in Cities consisted of methods to
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the Child they have planned and related their story in
their own way.

Subsequent to these initiatives, the Greater
Johannesburg Metropolitan Council commissioned
participatory evaluations by children from four varied
socio-cultural urban environments through the office
of the Child Friendly Cities Initiative. The evaluations
will underpin child-focussed planning initiatives within
the Municipal Plan of Action.
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