TEACHING & RESEARCH – FOCUSSED COVER LETTER
Professor A Bishop
English Faculty
University of Oxford

Manor Road

Oxford  OX1 3UL

Dear Professor/Dr Bishop
Departmental Lecturer in English (16th and 17th Centuries)

I am writing to apply for the above position as advertised in x.  I am a final year doctoral student at Birkbeck College, University of London researching seventeenth century science writing and will complete my PhD in September this year.

I have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to gain teaching experience through my work as a Teaching Assistant at Queen Mary College, London University which has involved leading seminar groups on the first year Shakespeare course.  This experience has been invaluable in enabling me to develop and hone my educational and communication skills.  It has also introduced me to the pleasures of leading class discussions and the challenges of transforming new material – some of it unfamiliar to me – into useful discussion sections each week.  Furthermore, I have developed strong organisational skills through leading the intercollegiate Early Modern Reading Group at Birkbeck as well as co-ordinating the Oxford University Women’s Open Day in 2002.  I believe this experience will help me to deal with the adminstrative aspects of the role. 
I have been equally dedicated to the research side of my doctoral training.  My thesis, supervised by Dr. Stephen Clever and Professor Michael Bright, is entitled “Encylopaedism and the organisation of natural knowledge in theory and practice in the later seventeenth century:  Robert Boyle and his contemporaries”.   This study investigates the structural arrangement of Boyle’s work and its intellectual implications. With this research I have been working to secure a place for myself in the academic community.  In the past two years I have delivered papers at the British Society for the History of Science Postgraduate Conferences and have also presented to course leaders of the Queen Mary Shakespeare course.
Although my thesis focuses on seventeenth century science writing, it reflects a broader interest in 16th and 17th century writing that I expect to develop in teaching contexts in the future.  One area that fascinates me is the material processes of knowledge creation, assessing the extent to which manuscripts reveal a concerted attempt to resist the systematising schemes suggested by the commonplace and diaristic traditions.  This provides excellent material for courses on knowledge creation and I eagerly welcome the opportunity to develop such a course at some point.  Another special interest of mine is the philosophical implications of linguistic choices in natural philosophical writing which I researched intensively for my undergraduate dissertation project which I believe I could parlay into some of the courses offered by your department such as the Writings from Francis Bacon to Robert Boyle course.
I believe that my skills and research interests will enable me to make a strong contribution to your department and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this position with you further at interview.  I am enclosing my curriculum vitae and if you require any additional materials or information I would be happy to supply it.  

Thank you for your consideration of my application and I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

