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UCL INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY      

MAG 269 NEAR EASTERN MATERIAL CULTURES: NEOLITHIC AND EARLY BRONZE AGE 

2013-2014  (15 credits)   Tuesdays 11.30-1.30 pm, Room 209 Institute of Archaeology 

Co-ordinator: Dr Katherine (Karen) Wright (k.wright@ucl.ac.uk).  Additional teachers: Dr Mark Altaweel 

Office 101, IoA. Tel. 0207 679 4715 (Internal: 24715).  

 

This handbook contains introductory information about this course.  Additional handouts may be provided.  If you have 

queries, please consult the Co-ordinator.  For general information about  policies and procdures, see Appendix A 

at the end of this document; the IoA MA/MSc handbook; and the IoA website.  If changes need to be made to 

course arrangements, these will be communicated by email. It is thus essential that you consult your UCL e-mail 

regularly. PLEASE BRING THIS HANDOUT TO ALL CLASS SESSIONS. 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTENT. This course trains students in identification and interpretation of  primary archaeological 

evidence from the ancient Near East  (=Mesopotamia, the Levant, Anatolia/Turkey,  Iran, the Arabian Gulf, and 

Arabia).  Main periods covered are the Neolithic to Early Bronze Age (ca. 9500-2000 BC).  Primary data consist 

of  (1) published site and survey reports; (2) archaeological artefacts from collections held by the Institute of 

Archaeology and the British Museum; (3) selected unpublished data from Institute research projects.  The aim is 

to teach students how to analyse primary evidence relating to research problems in major transformations  in 

human history:  the emergence of sedentary villages and agricultural economies; the emergence of craft 

specialization;  the development of social inequalities; and the evolution of urban and state societies. Present 

evidence indicates that the Near East was the scene of the earliest known occurrences of these transformations.  

 

AIMS. The aims are: (1) to teach students to recognize, classify and assess primary data from the ancient Near 
Eastern Neolithic and Early Bronze Age periods; (2) to teach in-depth analysis of artefacts and primary 
evidence as presented in project reports; (3) to teach students how to critique, understand, assess and 
work with primary archaeological evidence in order to address unsolved research questions about the 
emergence of village and urban societies; (4) to teach students the fundamental requirements needed to 
carry out original research on topics related to the ancient Near East. 

 

TEACHING METHODS. The course is taught via 20 hours of seminar / lab sessions. Each two-hour session will 

consist of (1) a brief lecture to introduce topics;  (2) a seminar discussion of readings; (3) a data analysis or artifact 

handling session.  Teaching is interactive, involving discussion, group work, and skills training.  The course is 

supported by online materials (in Moodle).  Learning Outcomes. After completion of the course it is expected 

that students will: (1) understand the nature of primary evidence from ancient Near Eastern sites of the Neolithic-

Early Bronze Age; (2) be able to identify material culture from these periods;  (3) understand how to critique and 

use artefacts and other primary evidence in formulating research questions and research designs on major cultural 

transformations of the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age; (4) be able to carry out their own research for areas and 

periods covered; (5) be able to create small databases of primary data; and (6) write original papers using primary 

data.  Knowledge and Understanding. Students will obtain  (1) familiarity with excavated remains, site plans, 

stratigraphy, site reports, ancient documents, artefacts;  (2) familiarity with current theoretical and methodological 

debates concerning interpretations of primary evidence; (3) a broad and comparative knowledge of the 

archaeology of the ancient Near East from the Neolithic to the Early Bronze Age;  (4) an understanding of the 

problems involved in the interpretation of material data and its implications for understanding major 

transformations in later prehistory and early human history in the Near East. Skills. Students will demonstrate an 

ability to:  (1) produce logical and structured arguments supported by relevant primary evidence;  (2) criticise and 

evaluate the nature and problems in available primary evidence and in the general literature; (3) demonstrate 

understanding of principles and methods by which archaeological data are acquired and analyzed;  (4) evaluate the 

variety of approaches to understanding, constructing, and interpreting the past;  (5) recognize, classify, analyse 

and compare objects from different regions and periods.  

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT. See schedule for due dates and the section on essay topics.  Assessment is based on  
two essays of  1,900-2,100 words each. Each essay contribut es 50% to final course grade.  Essay 1 will be a 
review of a site report, a survey report, or an existing material culture study, as if for a journal (choices are 
given below)  Essay 2 will be an original research paper, incorporating analysis of primary evidence,  on a 
topic devised jointly by the student and the Course Co-ordinator.   This will be written as if for submission 
to a journal. 

PRE-REQUISITES. None, but students with no previous background should sit in on relevant undergraduate classes. 

WORKLOAD. Classes: 20 hours. Reading: ca. 80 hours. Producing assessed work: ca. 50 hours. Total: ca. 150 hours. 
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ARCL 269 Schedule (Tuesdays 11.30-1.30, Room 209 IoA) 

 

1 October 2013, Session 1 (K. Wright)  
Research problems, research designs and analysis of primary evidence in the Near East 
  
8 October 2013, Session 2 (K. Wright) 
Explaining the origins of agriculture and village life: models, debates, material evidence 
Part 1: From foraging to pre-domestication cultivation: the Late Epipalaeolithic and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A 

 Artefacts from  Azraq 18,  Jericho,  Kebara. 

  
15 October 2013, Session 3 (K. Wright) 

Explaining the origins of agriculture and village life: models, debates, material evidence 
Part 2: True plant domestication and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B-C villages 
 Artefacts from the Levant (Jericho PPNB; Labwe; ‘Ain Ghazal; Azraq-Jilat Basin); Cyprus (Khirokitia); central 

Anatolia (Çatalhöyük) 

 

22 October 2013, Session 4 (K. Wright) 

Animal domestication, secondary products, agricultural intensification, specialization, social inequality:  

Early ceramic cultures (Late Neolithic) in the Near East; the south Levantine Chalcolithic (Ghassul-Beersheva) 

 Artefacts:  East Anatolia  (Sakçagözü/Cobahöyük; Mersin);  Central Anatolia (Hacilar, Catalhöyük West); 

 Mesopotamia (Hassuna; Samarra); and the Levant (Jericho PN; Ghassul, Abu Hamid)  

 
29 October 2013, Session 5 (K. Wright) 

Explaining the ‘emergence of civilizations’ in the Near Eastern Early Bronze Age:  

urban and non-urban polities, the case of the Levant  
 Artefacts from Wadi Ghazzeh, Wadi Faynan 100, Jericho, Beth-Yerah/Khirbet Kerak, Hama, Nebi Mend.  

 
  
4-8 November                                       READING WEEK 
  
12 November 2013, Session 6 (M. Altaweel) 
What do we mean by 'social complexity?'   

the Chalcolithic  of Mesopotamia, Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf (Halaf, Ubaid and contemporary cultures) 
 Artefacts:  Arpachiyah, Tepe Gawra, Chagar Bazar, Sialk, Tepe Hissar, Nineveh, Eridu, Tell Brak, Ras al Amiya  

    
19 November 2013, Session 7 (M. Altaweel) 
The 'urban revolution' and its material manifestations:  the Uruk Period and the Uruk Expansion 
 Artefacts  from Uruk, Grai Resh, Uqair, Gawra, Tell Brak, Sialk, Bakun, Tepe Hissar, Eridu, Nineveh. 

 

26 November 2013, Session 8 (M. Altaweel) 
Primary city-state formation and Mesopotamia: landscapes and sites of Early Bronze Age Mesopotamia 
 Artefacts from  Kish, Ur, Tell Brak, Nineveh, Tell Agrab, Gawra. 
 

 3 December 2013, Session 9 (M. Altaweel) 
Variability in third millennium complex societies: Early Bronze Age Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf 
 Artefacts: Geoy Tepe, Yanik Tepe, Sialk, Bakun, Tehran, Wadi Hadramaut, Tepe Hissar 

  
10 December 2013, Session 10 (K. Wright) 

Variability in Early Bronze Age civilizations: the case of Anatolia 

 Artefacts from Sakçagözü/Cobahöyük, Ahlatlibel, Büyük Güllücek, Alishar, Alacahöyük, Beycesultan    

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Essay 1 due date: Turnitin deadline: Monday, 18 November 2013 (midnight); Hardcopy deadline:Tuesday, 19 

November 2013, 5 pm.  Essay 2 due date: Turnitin deadline:  Monday, 6 January 2014 (midnight); Hardcopy 

deadline: Tuesday, 7 January 2014, 5 pm  
 If you are not in London on hardcopy due dates, you may post the hardcopy (with coversheet attached) , but ensure that there is a postmark showing 
posting before 5 pm on the hardcopy due date. This confirms your having met the hardcopy deadline.  If posting from outside the UK, use a special 

delivery method.  Turnitin deadlines will apply in any case. Please do not submit essays without completed coversheet stapled to it (do not use plastic 

covers etc).  Note: extensions can only be granted for certain reasons (see IoA website). Pressure of other essays is not considered a sufficient reason.  
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Reading lists.  This page presents reference works and general information, useful for background reading and/or 

exploration of particular topics. Readings for class sessions are shown under session descriptions.  See also Appendix A, 

‘Resources.’ : Shelf numbers refer to Institute library unless stated otherwise.   

KEY TO SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS: * = particularly useful or  key source;  ++ = artefacts from this source 

will be studied in class;  (SR) =  final site report; (PR) = preliminary interim site report  

 

REFERENCE WORKS 
Introductory Texts: especially useful 

Akkermans, P. & Schwartz, G. & 2002. The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge. DBD 100 AKK 

Charvát, P. 2002. Mesopotamia Before History, London: Routledge. DBB 100 CHA  

Kuhrt, A. 1995. The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC. London: UCL Press. DBA 100 KUH 

Levy, T. (ed) 1995. The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land. Leicester: Leicester Univ. DBE 100 LEV 

MacDonald, B., et al. (eds) 2001. The Archaeology of Jordan. Sheffield: Univ. of Sheffield. DBE 100 MAC 

Mellaart, J. 1975. The Neolithic of the Near East. London: Thames & Hudson. DBA 100 MEL 

Postgate, J.N. 1992. Early Mesopotamia. London: Routledge. DBB 100 POS 

Sagona, A.G., Zimansky, P.E., 2009. Ancient Turkey. Routledge, London. 

Steel, L., 2004. Cyprus Before History. Duckworth, London. 

 

Other good introductory texts 

Doumet-Serhal, C. 2005. Decade. A Decade of Archaeological Research in Lebanon. London. DBD 100 Qto DOU 

During, B 2011 The Prehistory of Asia Minor. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Hole, F. 1987. The Archaeology of Western Iran. Washington, D.C: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

Institut du Monde Arabe 1993. Syrie: Mémoire et Civilisation. Paris: Flammarion. DBD 100 SYR  

Institut du Monde Arabe 1998. Liban: l'Autre Rive. Paris: Flammarion. DBD 100 LIB 

Matthews, R. 2000. The Early Prehistory of Mesopotamia. Turnhout: Brepols. DBB100 Qto MAT  

Mieroop, M. v. d. 2003. A History of the Ancient Near East. Malden, MA: Blackwell. DBA 100 MIE 

Potts, D. 1990. The Arabian Gulf in Antiquity. Vols. I-II. Oxford: Oxford University Press. DBF POT 

Potts, D. 1999. The Archaeology of Elam. London. DBG 100 POT 

 

Encyclopedias (Sites and Topics) 

Stern, E. 1993. New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land. Jerusalem. DBA100 STE  

Meyers, E. (ed) 1992. Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East. New York. DBA 100 MEY 

Sasson, J. (ed) 1995. Civilizations of the Ancient Near East. New York: Scribners. DBA 100 SAS 

 

Congresses  

Matthiae, P. et al. (eds) 2000. Proceedings of the First International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East 

(ICAANE), 1998. Rome : University of Rome.  DBA 100 MAT See also later volumes (various editors)  

 

Selected Material Culture Handbooks 

 

Chipped Stone 

Cauvin, J. 1968. Les Outillages Néolithiques de Byblos et du Littoral Libanais. Beirut and Paris: Université de Paris. 

Gopher, A. 1994. Arrowheads of the Neolithic Levant. Winona Lake, Ind: Eisenbrauns.  

Gebel, H. G. & Kozlowski, S. K. 1994. Neolithic Chipped Stone Industries of the Fertile Crescent. Berlin: Ex Oriente. 

Rosen, S. A. 1997. Lithics after the Stone Age. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press. 

 

Ground Stone 

Sparks, R. 2007. Stone Vessels in the Levant . Leeds: Maney. 

Wright, K. I. 1992. A classification system for ground stone tools from the prehistoric Levant. Paléorient, 18(2): 53-81. 

Wright, K. I. 1992. Ground stone assemblage variations and subsistence strategies in the Levant, 22,000 to 5500 b.p. Ann Arbor, 

Michigan: University Microfilms International. PhD dissertation, Yale University, Department of Anthropology. 

 

Ceramics 

Amiran, R. 1967. Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society. 

Perkins, A. L. 1949. The Comparative Archaeology of Early Mesopotamia. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Seals 

Amiet, P. 1980. La glyptique mésopotamienne archäique. Paris: Éditions du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. 

British Museum 1962.  Catalogue of the Western Asiatic seals in the British Museum. London: Trustees of the British Museum. 

Collon, D. 1982. Catalog of the Western Asiatic Seals in the British Museum-Cylinder Seals II. London: British Museum. 

Collon, D. 1988. First Impressions: Cylinder Seals in the Ancient Near East. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Selected Journals: Anatolian Studies; Anatolica; Anatolica Antiqua; Annales archéologiques arabes syriennes (AAAS); Annual of the 

Dept. of Antiquities of Jordan (ADAJ) (Jordan); Arabian Studies;  Bulletin d'Archéologie et d'Architecture Libanaises (BAAL);  

Berytus ; Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research (BASOR); Iraq; Iran; Israel Exploration Journal; Iraq; Iran; Journal of 

Mediterranean Archaeology; Levant; Mesopotamica; Near Eastern Archaeology (formerly Biblical Archaeologist); Paléorient; Studies 

in the History & Archaeology of Jordan (SHAJ) (Jordan); Syria 
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Session 1   

Research problems, research designs and analysis of primary evidence in the Near East 
 

Major theoretical schools have been inspired by the Near Eastern sequence.  Childe was probably the earliest to 

formulate a general model for the development of Near Eastern civilizations, one deeply influenced by historical 

materialism and an emphasis on technologies and surplus production. Although his data are now long out of date, 

elements of his work remain influential. Culture historical approaches are exemplified by Mellaart’s introduction to his 

book The Neolithic of the Near East and by Braidwood’s Jarmo project in the 1940s.  Culture history persists; many 

archaeologists are concerned with defining ‘boundaries and territories’ based on material culture traits, and linking 

these to peoples –  much in the tradition of Kroeber.  Ecological/evolutionary approaches (“the New Archaeology”), 

which emphasize subsistence systems as central to social change, were initiated in the region by Hole, Flannery and 

Neely at Ali Kosh and Tepe Sabz. The impact of ecological-evolutionary thinking has been profound, although critiques 

have certainly emerged (eg, Yoffee, Spriggs).  A variant was stimulated by Goody’s 1976 book Production and 

Reproduction, which was concerned with the effects of subsistence regimes (especially hoe  vs. plough agriculture) on 

social-political complexity. This inspired Sherratt’s interpretation of the early Near East and Europe.   Goody’s project 

was expanded and largely reinforced by further ethnographic studies published in Current Anthropology in 2010 

(Bowles, Smith). Since the 1980s,  Hodder and others (eg Cauvin)  have pursued agendas variously informed by 

structuralism, practice theory and the role of symbolism.in social change.  Recent discussions center on the extent to 

which archaeological explorations in the region are complicated by political agendas (eg Pollock and Bernbeck). 

Research in in terms of agency theory, material culture theory and neo-evolutionary approaches are still in fairly early 

stages.   One goal of this course is to encourage you to dissect how theoretical orientations affect methods of data 

collection and analysis of material remains. The nature of primary evidence in the Near East is discussed, along with 

how that evidence is affected by geography, theoretical approaches, research questions, site formation, sampling, 

methods of survey and excavation; and representativeness of data.  The session concludes with commentary on units of 

observation: regions, assemblages, and the concept of ‘the site’ as a unit of analysis (we are really analyzing samples). 

 

See references marked * and read as soon as possible (explore others when you can) 

 

Culture-Historical Approaches (examples) 

Childe, V. G. 1952. Man Makes Himself. New York: Mentor Books. 

Mellaart, J. 1975. The Neolithic of the Near East. London: Thames & Hudson. (Introduction) 

Kozlowski, S. K. & Aurenche, O. 2005. Territories, Boundaries and Cultures in the Neolithic Near East. Oxford: BAR.  

 

Ecological-Evolutionary Approaches (New Archaeology/Processual) 

Adams, R. M. 1966. The evolution of urban society: early Mesopotamia and prehispanic Mexico. Chicago: Aldine.  

Flannery, K. V. 1969. Origins and ecological effects of early domestication in Iran and the Near East. In P. J. Ucko & G. 

W. Dimbleby (Eds.), The Domestication and Exploitation of Plants and Animals: 73-100. London: Duckworth. 

Flannery, K. V. 1972. The origin of the village as a settlement type in Mesoamerica and the Near East: a comparative 

study. In P. Ucko, et al. (Eds.), Man, Settlement and Urbanism: 23-53. London: Duckworth. 

Flannery, K. V. 1972. The cultural evolution of civilizations. Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics, 3(1): 399-426. 

Hayden, B. 2004. Sociopolitical organization in the Natufian: a view from the northwest. In C. Delage (Ed.), The Last 

Hunter-Gatherers in the Near East: 263-301. Oxford: British Archaeological Reports International Series S1320. 

Hole, F., Flannery, K. , & Neely, J.  1969. Prehistory & Human Ecology of the Deh Luran Plain. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan.  ) ISSUE DESK HOL 4; DBG 10 HOL  (SR)  

Johnson, G. A. 1973. Local exchange and early state development in southwestern Iran. Ann Arbor: Museum of 

Anthropology, University of Michigan. 

 

Production and Reproduction (1976) and its descendants 

Goody, J. 1976. Production and Reproduction: a Comparative Study of the Domestic Domain. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Goody, J. 1990. The Oriental, the Ancient and the Primitive. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

*Sherratt, A. 1981. Plough & pastoralism: aspects of the secondary products revolution. In A.Sherratt (ed) Economy & 

Society in Prehistoric Europe. Edinburgh, pp.155-198. ISSUE DESK SHE9; DA 100 SHE  

Bowles, S., et al. 2010. The emergence and persistence of inequality in premodern societies: an introduction. Current 

Anthropology, 51(1): 7-17. (see also Gurven et al. and Shenk et al., same issue) 

Calderaro, N. 2011. On the use of contemporary hunters and gatherers as models for prehistoric patterns of wealth 

distribution. Current Anthropology, 52(2): 265. 

Smith, E. A., et al. 2010. Production systems, inheritance and inequality in premodern societies: conclusions. Current 

Anthropology, 51(1): 84-94. 

Smith, E. A., et al.. 2011. Wealth inequality in foraging, horticultural, pastoral and agricultural populations: a reply to 

Calderaro. Current Anthropology, 52(4): 579-580. 
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See also Hodder 2011, below 

 

Critiques of ecological-evolutionary paradigms 

Smith, A. 2011. Archaeologies of sovereignty. Annual Review of Anthropology, 40: 415-432. 

Spriggs, M. 2008. Ethnographic parallels and the denial of history. World Archaeology, 40(4): 538-552. 

Yoffee, N. 1993. Too many chiefs? In N. Yoffee & A. Sherratt (Eds.), Archaeological Theory: Who Sets the Agenda?: 

60-78. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Yoffee, N. 1995. Political economy in early Mesopotamian states. Annual Review of Anthropology, 24(1): 281-312. 

 

Structuralism, symbolism, structuration theory, agency 

Cauvin, Jacques. 2000. The Birth of the Gods and the Origins of Agriculture.  Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

(main conclusions) 

Hodder, I. 1990. The Domestication of Europe: Structure and Contingency in Neolithic Societies. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Hodder, I. & Cessford, C. 2004. Daily practice and social memory at Catalhoyuk. American Antiquity, 69(1): 17-40. 

Hodder, I. 2011. Wheels of time: some aspects of entanglement and the secondary products revolution. Journal of World 

Prehistory, 24: 175-187. 

Hodder, I. 2012. Entangled: An Archaeology of the Relationships between Humans and Things. Oxford: Wiley and 

Blackwell. 

 

Critiques of archaeological practice and its embeddedness in modern politics  

Kuklick, B. 1996. Puritans in Babylon. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press. AG10 KUK 

Pollock, S. & Bernbeck, R. 2005. Archaeologies of the Middle East. Oxford: Blackwell. DBA 100 POL (Introduction) 

 

Research Methods 

*Adams, R. M. 1981. Heartland of Cities. Chicago: University of Chicago. DBB 100 ADA; ISSUE DESK IOA ADA 5 

(SR) (read, in the first 2 chapters, about the methods of this project and “limitations of this study”) 

Flannery, K. ed. 1976. The Early Mesoamerican Village. New Yorlk: Academic. (Read the humorous introductions to the 

sections).  

*Kramer, C. 1984 Spatial organization in contemporary southwest Asian villages & archaeological sampling. In T. 

Young et al. (eds) The Hilly Flanks, 347-368. Chicago. ISSUE DESK BRA 3; DBA 100 QTO BRA 

*Wheeler, M. 1954. Archaeology from the Earth. London: Pelican. Chapter 2 (‘Historical’), pages 29-37, on Petrie; 

Chapter 4 (‘Stratigraphy’ – note Near Eastern examples). ISSUE DESK AL WHE  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR FURTHER READING 

 

The Modern Middle East: Geography, Ethnography, Nomad-Sedentary Interaction 

Barth, F. 1961. Nomads of South Persia. Boston. (Chap. 8, pp. 101-111) Anthropology PP15 BAR 

Cribb, R. 1992. Nomads in Archaeology. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. DBA 100 CRI 

Kramer, C. 1982. Village Ethnoarchaeology. New York. (read with site plan) DBG 10 KRA (SR) 

 

Archaeology, History and the Study of the Ancient Middle East: Theoretical Paradigms 

Matthews, R. 2003. The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: Theories & Approaches. London. DNN 100 MAT 
Meskell, L. 1998. Archaeology under Fire. London: Routledge. AG MES (introduction) 

 

Site Formation 

Butzer, Karl. 1982. Archaeology as Human Ecology. Cambridge: CUP. Ch. 6, 87-97 (“village mounds”); Ch. 7, 117-122. AH BUT 

Rosen, A. 1982. Cities of Clay. Chicago : Univ. Of Chicago Press. ISSUE DESK DBE 100 ROS 
Simms, S. 1988. The archaeological structure of a Bedouin camp. Journ. Archaeolog. Science 15:197-211.  

 

Landscapes and Surveys 

Wilkinson, T. J. 2003. Archaeological Landscapes of the Near East. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona Press. DBA 100 WIL 

 

Excavation Methods 

Flannery, K. 1976. The Early Mesoamerican Village. New York: Academic. pp. 1-11 DF100 FLA; ANTHRO TK95 FLA;  

Hodder, I. 1997. Always momentary, fluid & flexible. Antiquity 71: 691-700; see also Antiquity 72: 213-217.  

Moorey, P. 1991. A Century of Biblical Archaeology. Cambridge. Ch 3-6. AG MOO.  
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Session 2   Explaining the origins of agriculture and village life: models, debates, material evidence 
Part 1: From foraging to pre-domestication cultivation: the Late Epipalaeolithic and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A 

   

Artefacts from  Azraq 18,  Jericho,  Kebara. 

 

After more than 2 million years of human evolution and subsistence economies based on mobile foraging, what caused 

the development and spread of permanent villages (occupied year round) and agricultural economies? On present 

evidence, this happened earliest in the Near East. Was there a rapid ‘agricultural revolution’ -- or a long, slow, process 

of experimentation?  Why was the terminal Pleistocene a watershed moment in this process? In recent debates, the 

beginnings of agricultural economies have been explained in terms of  models that emphasize the ecological (eg, 

demography, climate, optimal foraging, niche construction) and the social (eg, feasting; symbolism).  These may not be 

mutually exclusive.  When, where and why did sedentary life and plant domestication emerge? What evidence do 

archaeologists cite in their proposed answers to these questions? What forces drove the origins of agriculture? What 

were the initial consequences?  The earliest evidence for semisedentary foraging is said to be terminal Pleistocene 

(Natufian) in date. The earliest evidence for pre-domestication cultivation of plants has been documented in a few Pre-

Pottery Neolithic A (PPNA) sites. But both sedentism and plant manipulation may have had much older roots. In reading, 

note what is said about architecture, burial, sickle blades, sickle hafts, sickle harvesting, ground stone tools, beads, art.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING Follow instructions below (* - recommended, but you do not need to read them all ) 

 

Models of agricultural origins  (read 3 from this section, to get a sense of current debates) 

 

Symbolism  

Cauvin, Jacques. 2000. The Birth of the Gods and the Origins of Agriculture.  Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  

*Hodder, I. 2001. Symbolism & the origins of agriculture in the Near East. Cambridge Archaeol. Journal 11: 107-112. 

 

Feasting 

Hayden, B. 2004. Sociopolitical organization in the Natufian: a view from the northwest. In C. Delage (Ed.), The Last 

Hunter-Gatherers in the Near East: 263-301. Oxford: British Archaeological Reports International Series S1320. 

*Hayden, B. 2009. The proof is in the pudding: feasting and the origins of domestication. Current Anthropology, 50(5): 

597-601. 

 

Demography/ climate/ environment / optimal foraging  

Colledge, S. & Conolly, J. 2010. Reassessing the evidence for the cultivation of wild crops during the Younger Dryas at 

Tell Abu Hureyra, Syria. Environmental Archaeology, 15(2): 124-138. 

Flannery, K. V. 1969. Origins and ecological effects of early domestication in Iran and the Near East. In P. J. Ucko & G. 

W. Dimbleby (Eds.), The Domestication and Exploitation of Plants and Animals: 73-100. London: Duckworth. 

*Moore, A., Hillman, G. 1992 The Pleistocene to Holocene transition and human economy in Southwest Asia: the impact 

of the Younger Dryas. American Antiquity 57(3):482-494.   

Stiner, M., Munro, N., & Surovell, T. 2000. The tortoise and the hare: small game use, the broad spectrum revolution and 

Palaeolithic demography. Current Anthropology, 41(1): 39-74. 

*Wright, K. I. 1994. Ground stone tools and hunter-gatherer subsistence in southwest Asia: implications for the transition 

to farming. American Antiquity, 59(2): 238-263. ++ 

 

Niche construction  

*Fuller, D., Willcox, G., & Allaby, R. 2011. Cultivation and domestication had multiple origins: arguments against the 

core area hypothesis for the origins of agriculture in the Near East. World Archaeology, 43(4): 628-652. 

Smith, B. D. 2001. Low-level food production. Journal of Archaeological Research, 9(1): 1-43. 

Smith, B. D. 2007. Niche construction and the behavioral context of plant and animal domestication. Evolutionary 

Anthropology, 16: 188-199. 

Willcox, G. 2002. Geographical variation in major cereal components & evidence for independent domestication events 

in western Asia. In R. Cappers & S. Bottema  (eds) The Dawn of Farming in the Near East: 133-140. Berlin: EO. 

*Zeder, M. & Smith, B. 2009. A conversation on agricultural origins. Current Anthropology, 50(5): 681-690. 

Zeder, M. 2011. The origins of agriculture in the Near East. Current Anthropology, 52((S4)): 221-235. 

Social dynamics of the emergence of early Near Eastern  villages  

*Asouti, E. & Fuller, D. 2013. A contextual approach to the emergence of agriculture in southwest Asia. Current 

Anthropology, 54(3): 299-345. 

Byrd, B.  2005. Reassessing the emergence of villages in the Near East. Journal Arch. Research, 13(3):231-290.   

Flannery, K. V. 1972. The origin of the village as a settlement type in Mesoamerica and the Near East. In P. Ucko, R. 

Tringham, & G. Dimbleby (Eds.), Man, Settlement and Urbanism: 23-53. London: Duckworth. 
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Kuijt, I. 1995. Pre-pottery Neolithic A settlement variability. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology, 7(1): 165-192. 

Kuijt, I. 1996. Negotiating equality through ritual. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology, 15: 313-336. 

Verhoeven, M. 2004. Beyond boundaries: nature, culture and a holistic approach to domestication in the Near East. 

Journal of World Prehistory, 18(3): 179-282.  

*Wright, K. I. 2000. The social origins of cooking and dining in early villages of western Asia. Proceedings of the 

Prehistoric Society, 66(1): 89-121. 

 

CASE STUDIES (choose one site and read relevant material) 
 

Wadi Hammeh 27 

Edwards, P. 2013. Wadi Hammeh, an Early Natufian Settlement at Pella in Jordan. Leiden: E.J. Brill. (Excavation 

methods, stratigraphic results, chipped stone, ground stone).  

 

Jericho 

Kenyon, K. & Holland, T. 1981. Excavations at Jericho, III: The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell. London: 

British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem. Especially note site plan, trenches, Trench 1 section.  (SR)  ++ DBE 

10 QTO KEN; STORES (Read excavation methods: Natufian and PPNA results; then see Volume 5 for chipped 

stone and ground stone). ++  DBE 10 QTO KEN; MAIN HEBREW QTO A52 KEN; STORES 01-00879 

Kenyon, K. & Holland, T. 1982. Excavations at Jericho, V: The Pottery Phases of the Tell & Other Finds. London: 

BSAJ  (Appendix C, Flint industries; Appendix A, Stone vessels, tools and objects) (Natufian, PPNA)  (SR)  ++ 

JERICHO REPORT ON NATUFIAN AND PPNA ARTEFACTS. DBE 10 QTO KEN; STORES 01-00882 

 

Abu Hureyra 

Moore, A. M. T.,  Hillman, G.C. & Legge, A. (eds) 2000.  Village on the Euphrates. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

(SR)  ‘Excavation strategy’ p. 33f;  then Chapters 4 and 5 ;  then look at Chapter 12, esp. pages 369ff; and then 

Chapter 15, pp. 520ff.  (scrutinize statements about changes in dietary diversity). Scan illustrations of chipped 

stone and ground stone.  ISSUE DESK 

 

Jerf el Ahmar 

Stordeur, D. 2000. Les bâtiments communitaires de Jerf el-Ahmar et Mureybet Horizon PPNA. Paléorient, 26(1): 29-44.  

(PR) (study illustrations) 

Willcox, G. 2002. Charred plant remains from a 10th millennium BP kitchen at Jerf el-Ahmar. Vegetation History & 

Archaeobotany, 11: 55-60. (PR) 

 

Artefacts: Azraq 18,  Jericho,  Kebara (optional) 
Garrard, A. N. 1991. Natufian settlement in the Azraq Basin, eastern Jordan. In O. Bar-Yosef & F. Valla (eds) The 

Natufian Culture in the Levant: 235-244. Ann Arbor: Prehistory Press. ++ AZRAQ 18 (PR) 

Hillman, G. C. & Davies, M. 1990. Measured domestication rates in crops of wild-type wheats and barley and their 

archaeological implications. Journal of World Prehistory, 4: 157-222.  SIGNIFICANCE OF SICKLE 

HARVESTING  

Turville-Petre, F. 1932. Excavations in the Mugharet el-Kebarah. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 62: 

271-276. KEBARA CAVE ORIGINAL REPORT (SR) ++ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FURTHER READING and KEY SITES 

 

Background on  the Late Epipalaeolithic and early aceramic Neolithic (see Introductory Texts on page 4) 

Akkermans, P. & Schwartz, G. 2002, Chapter 2; Charvát  2002, Chapter 2; Levy  1995, Chapter 11 ; Sagona and  Zimansky 2009,  Chapter 2.  

 

The Southern Levant (Mallaha, Wadi Hammeh 27, Azraq 18; Jericho, Dhra’, Wadi Faynan 16) 

Bar-Yosef, O. & Valla, F. 1991. The Natufian Culture in the Levant. Madison: Prehistory Press. 

Bar-Yosef, O., et al. 2010.  Gilgal: Early Neolithic Occupations in the Lower Jordan Valley. Oxford: Oxbow. DBE 10 BAR  (SR)  ++ 

Bar-Yosef Mayer, D. & Porat, N. 2008. Green stone beads at the dawn of agriculture. Proceedings National Acad. Sciences (USA) 105(25): 8548-8551. 
Finlayson, B. & Mithen, S. 2007. The early prehistory of Wadi Faynan. Oxford: Oxbow. DBE10 QTO FIN  (SR) . ++   

Garrard, A., et al. 1996. Emergence of crop cultivation & caprine herding in the marginal zone of the southern Levant. In D. Harris, ed., The Origins & 

Spread of Agriculture & Pastoralism in Eurasia. London: UCL, 204-226. HA HAR  (Azraq 18,  Natufian; Jilat sites, PPNB and PPNC) ++ 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1981. Excavations at Jericho, Volume III: Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell. London: British School of 

Archaeology in Jerusalem. Site plan, Trench 1 section.  (SR) . ++  DBE 10 QTO KEN; MAIN HEBREW qto a52 ken; STORES 01-00879 

Kuijt, I. & Mahasneh, H. 1998. Dhra': an early Neolithic village in the south Jordan Valley. Journal of Field Archaeology 25(1):153-161. (PR) 
Kuijt, I. & Finlayson, B. 2009. Evidence for food storage and predomestication granaries 11,000 years ago in the Jordan Valley. Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 106(27): 10966-10970. 

Valla, F., et al. 2004. Les fouilles à Mallaha en 2000 et 2001. Journal of the Israel Prehistoric Society, 34: 49-244.  (PR) 

 

Cyprus (Akrotiri-Aetokremnos) 

Peltenburg, E. et al. 2000. Agro-pastoralist colonization of Cyprus in the 10th millennium BP. Antiquity 74 (286).  
Simmons, A. 2001. The first humans and last pygmy hippopotami of Cyprus. In S. Swiny  (ed) The Earliest Prehistory of Cyprus: 1-18. Boston and 

Nicosia: ASOR Archaeological Reports 5, CAARI Monographs 2. 
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Upper Mesopotamia (Abu Hureyra, Hallan Çemi, Mureybet, Jerf el-Ahmar) 

Cauvin, J. 1977. Les fouilles de Mureybet (1971-1974) et leur signification pour les origines de la sedentarisation au Proche-Orient. Annual of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, 44(1): 19-48. (PR) 

Rosenberg, M. & Redding, R. 2000. Hallan Çemi and early village organization in eastern Anatolia. In I. Kuijt  (ed)  Life in Neolithic Farming 

Communities: Social Organization, Identity and Differentiation: 39-61. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum. 

 

Central Anatolia (Pinarbasi, Boncuklu)  

Baird, D. 2002. Early Holocene settlement in central Anatolia. In F. Gérard & L. Thissen  (eds) The Neolithic of Central Anatolia: 139-159. 
Baird, D. 2006. The history of settlement and social landscapes in the early Holocene in the Çatalhöyük area. In I. Hodder  (ed) Çatalhöyük 

Perspectives. Cambridge: University of Cambridge. DBC10 HOD 

Baird D 2011 Pınarbaşı; from Epipalaeolithic campȤsite to sedentarising village in central Anatolia, in Ozdoğan and Başgelen (eds) The Neolithic of 
Turkey; new excavations, new discoveries. Arkeoloji ve Sanat.  Istanbul. (PR) 

Baird, D., et al. 2011. Boncuklu project. Ozdoğan & Başgelen (eds) The Neolithic of Turkey; new discoveries. Istanbul.  (PR) 

Baird, D. 2012. The Late Epipalaeolithic, Neolithic and Chalcolithic of the Anatolian Plateau, 13000π4000 BC calibrated. In D Potts (ed) A Companion 

to Near Eastern Archaeology. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DBA 100 POT 

 

The Zagros (Shanidar Cave, Zawi Chemi Shanidar, Ganj-i-Dareh)  

Hole, F. & Flannery, K. V. 1967. The prehistory of southwestern Iran: a preliminary report. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 33: 147-206. 

Hole, F. 1998. The spread of agriculture to the eastern arc of the Fertile Crescent. In A. Damania, et al. (Eds.), The Origins of Agriculture and Crop 
Domestication: 83-92. Aleppo: International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA). 

Smith, P. E. L. 1978. An Interim Report on Ganj Dareh Tepe, Iran. American Journal of Archaeology, 82(4): 537-540. (PR) 

Smith, P. E. L. 1986. Ganj Dareh Tepe. Paléorient, 2: 207-208. (PR) 

Smith, P. E. L. 1990. Architectural innovation and experimentation at Ganj Dareh, Iran. World Archaeology 21: 323-325. (PR) 

Solecki, R. S., et al. A. P. 2004. The Proto-Neolithic Cemetery in Shanidar Cave. College Station: Texas A&M University Press. (SR) 

Solecki, R. L. 1980. An early village site at Zawi Chemi Shanidar. Malibu, CA: Undena Publications. (SR) 
Zeder, M. 1999. Animal domestication in the Zagros: a review of past and current research. Paléorient, 25: 11-25. 
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Session 3 Explaining the origins of agriculture and village life: models, debates, material evidence 
Part 2: True plant domestication and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B-C villages 
 

Artefacts: the Levant (Jericho PPNB, Labwe, ‘Ain Ghazal; Azraq-Jilat); Cyprus (Khirokitia); Anatolia (Çatalhöyük) 

 

True plant domestication, and true ‘villages,’ may have only emerged at the beginning of the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B 

(PPNB) period – not earlier. These were hoe-farming horticultural communities, although hunting and gathering 

continued to be important. Key debates about the PPNB and PPNC concern the emergence of the ‘household’ as a social 

unit; whether households were competitive or cooperative, egalitarian or hierarchical; the emergence of private 

property; and the nature of supra-household corporate groups (lineages, sodalities). Were these early villages similar to 

latter-day agricultural communities as seen ethnographically? Or were they without modern parallels?  Other issues 

center on explaining technological expansion; early craft specialization; village growth (‘megasites’); and the PPNB 

‘collapse’ (if any). Note that the Late PPNB and PPNC time range witnessed the emergence of ceramics in some sites 

and regions (eg Bouqras, Catalhoyuk). In reading, note the data used in interpretations; and how data were collected 

and analysed.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING Follow instructions below (* - recommended, but you do not need to read them all ) 

 

PPNB: overviews  (read 1) 

*Asouti, E. 2006. Beyond the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B interaction sphere. Journ. World Prehistory, 20: 87-126.  

Baird, D. 2012. The Late Epipalaeolithic, Neolithic and Chalcolithic of the Anatolian Plateau, 13000π4000 BC calibrated. 

In D Potts (ed) A Companion to Near Eastern Archaeology. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DBA 100 POT 

Bar-Yosef, O. & Belfer-Cohen, A. 1989. The Levantine PPNB Interaction Sphere. In I. Hershkovitz  (ed) People and 

Culture in Change: 59-72. Oxford: BAR International Series 508 (i-ii). 

Kuijt, I. & Goring-Morris, A. N. 2002. Foraging, farming and social complexity in the pre-pottery Neolithic of the 

southern Levant: a review and synthesis. Journal of World Prehistory, 16(4): 361-439. 

Rollefson, G. O. & Kohler-Rollefson, I. 1989. The collapse of early Neolithic settlements in the southern Levant. In I. 

Hershkovitz  (ed) People and Culture in Change: 73-90. Oxford : BAR International Series 508. 

Verhoeven, M. 2002. Transformations of society: the changing role of ritual and symbolism in the PPNB and the PN in 

the Levant, Syria and southeast Anatolia. Paléorient, 28(1): 5-14. 

Verhoeven, M. 2002. Ritual and ideology in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B of the Levant and southeast Anatolia. 

Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 12(2): 233-258. 

*Watkins, T. 2008. Supra-regional networks in the Neolithic of SW Asia. Journal of World Prehistory 21(2): 139-171. 

 

Anthropology of households and villages and problems of archaeological identification  (read 1) 

Banning, E. B. 1996. Houses, compounds and mansions in the prehistoric Near East. In G. Coupland & E. B. Banning  

(eds) People Who Lived in Big Houses: 165-185. Madison: Prehistory Press. 

Banning, E. B. & Chazan, M. 2006. Structuring interactions, structuring ideas: domestication of space in the prehistoric 

Near East. In E. B. Banning & M. Chazan  (eds) Domesticating Space: Berlin: Ex Oriente. 

*Banning E.B. (2011) So fair a house. Göbekli Tepe and the identification of temples in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic of the 

Near East. Current Anthropology 52: 619-60. (important to read comments as well)  

Banning, E. B. & Byrd, B. 1989. Alternative approaches for exploring Levantine Neolithic architecture. Paléorient, 

15(1): 154-160. 

*Banning, E. B. & Byrd, B. 1987. Houses and the changing residential unit: domestic architecture at PPNB Ain Ghazal. 

Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 53: 309-325. 

*Bogaard, A., et al.  2009. Private pantries & celebrated surplus: food sharing at Çatalhöyük. Antiquity 83(321): 649-668. 

*Düring, B. 2005. Building continuity in the central Anatolian Neolithic. Journ. Mediterranean Archaeology 18(1): 3-29. 

Flannery, K. V. 1972. The origin of the village as a settlement type in Mesoamerica and the Near East: a comparative 

study. In P. Ucko, et al. (Eds.), Man, Settlement and Urbanism: 23-53. London: Duckworth. 

Goody, J. 1971. The fission of domestic groups among the LoDogaba. In J. Goody (Ed.), The Developmental Cycle in 

Domestic Groups: 53-91. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (social anthropology; note illustrations) 

Netting, R. M. 1993. Smallholders, Householders: Farm Families and the Ecology of Intensive, Sustainable Agriculture. 

Palo Alto, California: Stanford University Press. (look up definition of household) 

Sahlins, M. D. 1974. Stone Age Economics. Chicago: Aldine. (Chapters 1-3, main argument) (social anthropology) 

*Wright, K. I. 2000. The social origins of cooking and dining in early villages of western Asia. Proceedings of the 

Prehistoric Society, 66(1): 89-121. (Hardcopy in library;  pdf in K. Wright’s website) ++ 

*Wright, K. I. (2014). Domestication and inequality?  Households, corporate groups and food processing tools at 

Neolithic Çatalhöyük.  Journal of Anthropological Archaeology (forthcoming).  
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CASE STUDIES (choose one site and read as much as possible) (here, * = most crucial source) 

 

Jericho 

Kenyon, K. & Holland, T. 1981. Excavations at Jericho, III: The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell. London: 

British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem. (SR)  (Excavation methods: PPNB results; see Volume V for PPNB 

chipped and ground stone). ++  DBE 10 QTO KEN; MAIN HEBREW QTO A52 KEN; STORES 01-00879 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1982. Excavations at Jericho, Volume V: The Pottery Phases of the Tell & Other Finds. 

London: BSAJ  (Appendix A; Appendix C)   ++ (SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; STORES 01-00882 

 

Ain Ghazal 

*Banning, E. B. & Byrd, B. 1987. Houses and the changing residential unit: domestic architecture at PPNB Ain Ghazal. 

Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 53: 309-325. 

*Rollefson, G. et al. 1992. Neolithic cultures at 'Ain Ghazal, Jordan. Journ. of Field Archaeology 19(1): 443-470. (PR) 

Rollefson, G. 1997. Changes in architecture and social organization at 'Ain Ghazal. In H. Gebel, Z. Kafafi, & G. 

Rollefson  (eds) The Prehistory of Jordan II: Perspectives From 1997: 287-307. Berlin: Ex Oriente. (PR) 

Rollefson, G. 2000. Ritual and social structure at Neolithic 'Ain Ghazal. In I. Kuijt  (ed) Life in Neolithic Farming 

Communities: Social Organization, Identity and Differentiation: 163-190. New York: Kluwer/Plenum. (PR) 

Tubb, K. & Grissom, C. 1995. 'Ayn Ghazal: a comparative study of the 1983 and 1985 statuary caches. In K. ‘Amr, et al.  

(eds) Studies in the History and Archaeology of Jordan V: 437-448. Amman. ++ (PR) DBE 100 STU 

 

Beidha 

Byrd, B. F. 2005. Early Village Life at Beidha, Jordan. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  (SR)  

 

Azraq-Jilat 

*Garrard, A.  et al. 1994. Prehistoric environment & settlement in the Azraq Basin, 1987-88. Levant 26: 73-109. PR ++ 

Wright, K. & Garrard, A. 2003. Social identities and the expansion of stone beadmaking in Neolithic western Asia. 

Antiquity, 77(296): 267-284. ++ 

Wright, K. et al.  2008. Stone bead technologies and early craft specialization. Levant, 40(2): 131-165. ++ 

 

Kerkh 

Iwasaki, T. & Tsuneki, A. 2003. Archaeology of the Rouj Basin, Volume I. Japan: University of Tsukuba   (SR) 

Tsuneki, A., et al. 2006. The early PPNB in the north Levant. Paléorient, 32(1): 47-71. (PR) 

Tsuneki, A. 1999. Third preliminary report of excavations at Tell el-Kerkh (1999), NW Syria. Bulletin of the Ancient 

Orient Museum, 20: 1-32. (PR) 

 

Cayonu 

*Braidwood, R. J. & Braidwood, L. S. 1982. Prehistoric Village Archaeology in Southeastern Turkey: The 8th 

Millennium BC Site at Çayönü. Oxford: BAR International Series 138.  (SR)  (methods, results)  

Schirmer  W.  1990. Aspects of building  at  aceramic neolithic Çayönü. World Archaeology 21: 363-87. 

Özdogan, M., et al. 1999. Neolithic in Turkey. Istanbul.. ISSUE DESK OZD  (ch. on Cayonu) 

Özdogan, M., et al. 2011. Neolithic in Turkey: new research. Istanbul.. 4 vols. DBC 100 OZD (ch. on Cayonu) 

 
Gobeklitepe 

Dietrich O. et al.  (2012) The role of cult and feasting in the emergence of Neolithic communities. Antiquity 86: 674-95  

*Schmidt, K. 2000. Göbeklitepe, SE Turkey: preliminary report on the 1995-1999 excavations. Paléorient, 26(1): 45-54. 

Schmidt, K. 2002. The 2002 excavations at Göbeklitepe (southeastern Turkey). Neo-Lithics, 2002(1): 8-13. 

Schmidt, K. 2002. Göbeklitepe, southeastern Turkey, the seventh campaign, 2001. Neo-Lithics, 2002(1): 23-25. 

Schmidt K. (2005) Ritual centres and the neolithisation of Upper Mesopotamia. Neo-Lithics 2/05: 13-21. (PR)  

Özdogan, M., et al. 1999. Neolithic in Turkey. Istanbul.. ISSUE DESK OZD  (ch. on Gobekli) 

Özdogan, M., et al. 2011. Neolithic in Turkey: new research. Istanbul.. 4 vols. DBC 100 OZD (ch. on  Gobekli) 

 

Sabi Abyad II 

Verhoeven, M. & Akkermans, P.  2000. Tell Sabi Abyad II. Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch Instituut . 

 

Bouqras 

Akkermans, P., Fokkens, H., & Waterbolk, H. 1981. Stratigraphy, architecture and layout of Bouqras. In J. Cauvin & P. 

Sanlaville  (eds) Prehistoire du Levant: 485-501. Paris: CNRS. (PR) 

Akkermans,Peter M.M.G., 1983.  Bouqras revisited. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 49(1): 351-374. (PR) 
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Catalhoyuk 

Hodder, I. ed. 2005. Excavating Çatalhöyük: South, North and KOPAL Area Reports from the 1995-1999 Seasons. 

Cambridge: University of Cambridge.Chapters 1, 2, 3, 10. ++ (SR) ISSUE DESK HOD 23;  DBC 10 QTO HOD 

Hodder, I. (ed) 2007.. Changing Materialities at Çatalhöyük. Cambridge: University of Cambridge.  (SR)  Chapters 5, 

11, 13. ++ (SR) ISSUE DESK HOD 22;  DBC  10 HOD; DBC 10 QTO HOD 

 

Ali Kosh  

Hole, F., Flannery, K. , & Neely, J.  1969. Prehistory & Human Ecology of the Deh Luran Plain. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan.  (excavation methods, results, ceramics and lithics; focus on the Bus Mordeh and Ali Kosh phases. 

ISSUE DESK HOL 4; DBG 10 HOL  (SR)  (Ali Kosh,) 

 

Cyprus 

Peltenburg, E.  et al. 2001.  Well-established colonists: Mylouthkia 1 and the Cypro-Pre-Pottery Neolithic B. In S. Swiny  

(ed)  The Earliest Prehistory of Cyprus: 61-94. Boston: ASOR Archaeological Reports 5, CAARI Monographs 2. 

Peltenburg, E. 2003. The Colonization and Settlement of Cyprus: Investigations at Kissonerga-Mylouthkia 1976-1996 

(Lemba Archaeological Project, Cyprus, Volume III.1). Savedalen: Paul Astroms Vorlag,  

Peltenburg, E. & Wasse, A. 2004. Neolithic Revolution: New perspectives on SW Asia in light of recent discoveries on 

Cyprus. Oxford: Oxbow Books. 

 

Artefacts: general (optional) 

*Bar-Yosef, O. 1981. The Pre-Pottery Neolithic period in the southern Levant. In J. Cauvin & P. Sanlaville  (eds) 

Préhistoire du Levant: 555-569. Paris: Centre National de Recherche Scientifique. (charts and illustrations) ++   

Goren, Y., et al.2008. The technology of skull modelling in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B. Journ. Arch. Sci. 28(7): 671-690. 

Wright, K. 1992. A classification system for ground stone tools from the prehistoric Levant. Paléorient 18(2): 53-81. ++ 

Wright, K. 1993. Early Holocene ground stone assemblages in the Levant. Levant, 25(1): 93-111. ++ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FURTHER READING and SITES 

 

Background.  See introductory sources shown on page 4, and also: 

Aurenche, O.,  et al. 2001. Proto-Neolithic and Neolithic cultures in the Middle East:…a calibrated 14C chronology. Radiocarbon, 43(3): 1191-1202. 
Kozlowski, S. K. & Aurenche, O. 2005. Territories, Boundaries and Cultures in the Neolithic Near East. Oxford: BAR International.  

Kuijt, I. 2000. Life in Neolithic Farming Communities. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Press. 

Mellaart, J. 1975. The Neolithic of the Near East. London: Thames & Hudson.  

 

PPNB–PPNC: the Levant and Cyprus 

Contenson, H. d. 2000. Ramad.  Beyrouth: Institut Français d'Archéologie du Proche-Orient. (Ramad, Syria, PPNB)  (SR)  
Dunand, M. 1973. Fouilles de Byblos V.  Paris: P. Geuthner.  (SR)  

Garfinkel, Yosef and Dag, D. Neolithic Ashkelon.  2008. Jerusalem, Hebrew University. DBE SERIES QED 47 (SR) 

LeBrun, A. 1994. Fouilles récentes à Khirokitia (Chypre), 1988-91. Paris : Éditions Recherche.  (SR)  ++ 
Nissen, H. J., Muheisen, M., & Gebel, H. G. 2004. Basta I: The Human Ecology. Berlin: Ex Oriente. (SR) 

 

PPNB–PPNC: Anatolia  

Catalhöyük Project website www.catalhöyük.com (see the recent Archive Reports)  (SR)  

Cauvin, J. 1989. Le stratigraphie de Cafer Höyük-Est (Turquie) et les origines du PPNB du Taurus. Paléorient, 15(1): 75-86. (PR) 

Gérard, F. & Thissen, L. 2002. The Neolithic of Central Anatolia. Istanbul: Ege Yayinlari. 
Hauptmann, H. 1988. Nevali Çori: Architektur. Anatolica, 15(1): 99-110. (PR) 

Hauptmann, H. 1993. Ein Kultgebäude in Nevali Çori. In M. Frangipane, et al.  (eds) Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains: 37-69. Rome. (PR) 
Hodder, I. (ed) 2005. Çatalhöyük, Volume 4. Inhabiting Çatalhöyük. Cambridge: Univ. of Cambridge.  (SR)  

Hodder, I. 2005. Çatalhöyük, Volume 6. Çatalhöyük Perspectives. Cambridge: University of Cambridge.  (SR)  

Özdogan, M., Basgelen, N., & Kuniholm, P. 1999. Neolithic in Turkey: Cradle of Civilization. Istanbul: Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlari.  
Özdogan, M., Basgelen, N., & Kuniholm, P. 2011. Neolithic in Turkey: new research. Istanbul: Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlari.  

Schmidt, K. 2006. Sie bauten die ersten Tempel.  München: Verlag C.H.Beck. Now translated into English 

Twiss, K., et  al. 2008. Arson or accident? The burning of a Neolithic house at Catalhöyük. Journal of Field Archaeology, 33: 41-57. 
Twiss, K., et al. 2009. Plants and animals together: organic remains of Building 52, Catalhöyük. Current Anthropology, 50: 885-895. 

 

PPNB–PPNC: Mesopotamia and Iran   

Akkermans, P. 1993. Villages in the Steppe. Ann Arbor, Mich: International Monographs in Prehistory. (SR) 

Kozlowski, S. K. 1992. Nemrik 9: the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Site in Iraq. Volume 2: House No. 1/1A/1B. Warsaw: University of Warsaw. (SR) 

Matthews, R. 2000. The Early Prehistory of Mesopotamia: 500,000 to 4,500 BC. Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols. 

 

Material culture 

Bonogofsky, M. 2006. Complexity in context. In M. Bonogofsky  (ed) Skull Collection, Modification and Decoration: 15-28. Oxford: BAR  
Caneva, I. 2001. Beyond Tools: Redefining Pre-Pottery Neolithic Lithic Assemblages of the Levant. Berlin: Ex Oriente. 

Cauvin, J. 1968. Les Outillages Néolithiques de Byblos et du Littoral Libanais. Beirut and Paris: Université de Paris. ++ 

Gebel, H. & Kozlowski, S. 1994. Neolithic Chipped Stone Industries of the Fertile Crescent. Berlin: Ex Oriente. 
Gebel, H. & Kozlowski, S. 1996. Neolithic Chipped Stone Industries of the Fertile Crescent & their contemporaries. Berlin: Ex Oriente. 

Gopher, A. 1994. Arrowheads of the Neolithic Levant: A Seriation Analysis. Winona Lake, Ind: Eisenbrauns. ++ 

Maréchal, C. 1982. Vaisselles blanches du Proche Orient: El Kowm (Syrie) et l'usage du plâtre au néolithique. Cahiers De L'Euphrate, 3: 217-251. 
Nishiaki, Y. 2000. Lithic Technology of Neolithic Syria. Oxford: Archaeopress. 

Wright, K.I. 1991. Origins & development of ground stone assemblages in late Pleistocene southwest Asia. Paléorient 17(1): 19-45. ++ 

http://www.catalhoyuk.com/
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Session 4 

Animal domestication, secondary products, agricultural intensification, specialization, social inequality:  

Early ceramic cultures (Late Neolithic) in the Near East; the south Levantine Chalcolithic (Ghassul-Beersheva) 

 

Artefacts:  Sakçagözü/Cobahöyük; Mersin;  Hacilar, Catalhöyük West; Hassuna; Samarra;  Jericho PN; Ghassul 

 

Here we consider the early ceramic Neolithic cultures of ca. 6000 BC and after: in Anatolia and the north Levant (eg, 

late Catalhoyuk; Amuq A-C; Sakcagozu); Mesopotamia (Hassunan;  Samarran; Halaf); the Zagros (Alikosh-Tepe Sabz 

sequence and Jarmo); and the south Levant (Pottery Neolithic A and B; Yarmukian).  For the southern Levant we also 

look at the Ghassul-Beersheva Chalcolithic culture (late fifth and early 4th millennia BC; contemporary with Late Ubaid 

and Uruk in Mesopotamia). Why were ceramics adopted widely? Why did this happen so late? What do regional 

variations tell us about social relationships?  These periods raise questions about intensification, specialization, 

secondary products, and social inequality.  Sherratt is a point of departure. Animal domestication varied by region, but 

began with the dog (Natufian); then sheep and goat (middle PPNB). Cattle were domesticated later (Late Neolithic); the 

donkey, even later (Chalcolithic/EBA).  Developments in this era can be understood as subsistence intensification, eg the 

use of secondary products (wool, milk); domestication of tree and vine crops (olives, grapes); early irrigation (eg, Choga 

Mami); domestication of pack animals. By the late 4th millennium (Uruk period), the Near East was using intensive 

plough agriculture, a crucial shift from hoe-farming horticulture.  Attending social changes set the stage for inherited 

wealth inequalities and early urban societies (Sherratt; cf. Goody, Gurven, Shenk,Wright).  Chalcolithic societies are 

sometimes seen as ‘chiefdoms,’ but see Yoffee.  Note how these interpretations use material evidence.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING Follow instructions below (* - recommended, but you do not need to read them all ) 

 

Issues: animal domestication, intensification, specialization, secondary products, social inequality  (read 1) 

*Frangipane, M. 2007. Different types of egalitarian societies and the development of inequality in early Mesopotamia. 

World Archaeology, 39(2): 151-176. 

Grigson, C. 1995. Plough & pasture in the early economy of the southern Levant. In T. Levy (ed) The Archaeology of 

Society in the Holy Land. Leicester. pp.245-68. ISSUE DESK DBE 100 LEV 

Horwitz, L., et al. 1999. Animal domestication in the southern Levant. Paléorient, 25(2): 61-78. 

McCorriston, J. 1997. The fibre revolution. Current Anthropology 38 (4): 517-549.  

Rosen, S. 1997. Craft specialization & the rise of secondary urbanism. In W. Aufrecht et al. (eds) Aspects of Urbanism in 

Antiquity. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 82-91. ISSUE DESK AUF (Levant) 

*Sherratt, A. 1981. Plough & pastoralism: aspects of the secondary products revolution. In A.Sherratt (ed) Economy & 

Society in Prehistoric Europe. Edinburgh, pp.155-198. ISSUE DESK SHE9; DA 100 SHE 

Stein, G. 1996. Producers, patrons, & prestige: craft specialists & emergent elites in Mesopotamia. In V. Childe & B. 

Wailes (eds) Craft Specialization & Social Evolution. Philadelphia: Univ. Museum. AE CHI  

*Wright, K. I. (2014). Domestication and inequality?  Households, corporate groups and food processing tools at 

Neolithic Çatalhöyük.  Journal of Anthropological Archaeology (forthcoming).  

Yoffee, N. 1993. Too many chiefs? In N. Yoffee & A. Sherratt (Eds.), Archaeological Theory: Who Sets the Agenda?: 

60-78. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

*Zeder, M. 2005. New perspectives on livestock domestication in the Fertile Crescent as viewed from the Zagros 

Mountains. In J.-D. Vigne, et al. (Eds.), The First Steps of Animal Domestication: New York: Springer. 

 

Overviews (read 1-2) 

Baird, D. 2012. The Late Epipalaeolithic, Neolithic and Chalcolithic of the Anatolian Plateau, 13000π4000 BC. In D 

Potts (ed) A Companion to Near Eastern Archaeology. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DBA 100 POT & ONLINE 

Banning, E. 2002. Consensus & debate on the Late Neolithic-Chalcolithic of the south Levant. Paléorient 28(2): 148-55. 

Gopher, A. & Gophna, R. 1993. Cultures of the 8th-7th Millennia BP in the Southern Levant. Journal of World 

Prehistory, 7(1): 297-353. 

Hole, F. & Flannery, K. V. 1967. The prehistory of southwestern Iran: a preliminary report. Proceedings of the 

Prehistoric Society, 33: 147-206. 

Levy, T. 1995. Cult, metallurgy & rank societies. In T. Levy (ed) Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, 226-243. 

ISSUE DESK DBE 100 LEV   

*Mellaart, J. 1975. The Neolithic of the Near East. London: Thames & Hudson. (out of date but excellent illustrations 

and this is still a good overview of older excavations)  DBA 100 MEL; STORE 07-0808  

Rowan, Y. & Golden, J. 2009. The Chalcolithic period of the southern Levant: a synthetic review. Journal of World 

Prehistory , 22: 1-92.  

 

Material culture – general (read 1) 

*Garfinkel, Y. & Epstein, C. 1999. Neolithic and Chalcolithic pottery of the Southern Levant. Jerusalem: Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem. ++ 
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Gopher, A. & Goren, Y. 1995. The beginning of pottery. In T. E. Levy  (ed) The Archaeology of Society in the Holy 

Land: 224-225. Leicester: Leicester University Press. ++ 

LeMière, M. & Picon, M. 1999. Les débuts de la céramique au Proche Orient. Paléorient, 24(2): 5-26. 

LeMière, M. & Picon, M. 2003. Appearance and first development of cooking and non-cooking ware concepts in the 

Near East. In S. DiPierro, et al.  (eds) Ceramic in the Society: 175-188. Fribourg. 

Moore, A. M. T. 1995. The inception of potting in western Asia and its impact on economy and society. In W. Barnett & 

J. Hoopes  (eds)  The Emergence of Pottery: 39-54. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

Namdar, D., et al. 2009. The contents of unusual cone-shaped vessels (cornets) from the Chalcolithic of the southern 

Levant. Journal of Archaeological Science, 36(3): 629-636. ++ 

Perrot, J. 1959. Statuettes en ivoire et autres objets en ivoire et en os provenant des gisements préhistoriques de 

Beersheba. Syria 36(1): 7-19. (PR) 

*Rosen, S. A. 1997. Lithics after the Stone Age. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press.(SR) 

Philip, G. & Williams-Thorpe, O. 1993. A provenance study of Jordanian basalt vessels of the Chalcolithic and Early 

Bronze Age I periods.  Paléorient, 19(2): 51-63. 

Rosenberg, D. 2010. Early maceheads in the southern Levant. Journal of Field Archaeology, 35: 204-216. 

 

CASE STUDIES (choose one site and read as much as possible) 

 

Deh Luran Sequence (Ali Kosh and Tepe Sabz) 

Hole, F., Flannery, K. , & Neely, J.  1969. Prehistory & Human Ecology of the Deh Luran Plain. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan.  ISSUE DESK HOL 4; DBG 10 HOL  (SR) Aceramic to ceramic sequence 

 

Chagha Sefid 

Hole, F. 1977. Studies in the Archeological History of the Deh Luran Plain: the Excavation of Chagha Sefid. Ann Arbor: 

Museum of Anthropology, Univ. of Michigan.  (note conclusions about black-on-buff ceramic traditions)  (SR) 

Also, see discussion of Samarran and Choga Mami Transitional 

 

Jarmo 

Braidwood, R. & Howe, B. 1960. Prehistoric investigations in Iraqi Kurdistan. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago. ++   (SR) 

(Methods, stratigraphic results) ++   (SR)  DBB 100 BRA; STORE 02-07092 

Braidwood, L. & Braidwood, R.1983. Prehistoric Archeology along the Zagros Flanks. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago.  

(SR)  ++ DBB 10 QTO BRA (Methods, results; also see Adams, Hole-ceramics,lithics) (pre-Hassunan) 

 

Hassuna 

Lloyd, S. & Safar, F. 1945. Tell Hassuna. Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 4: 255-289.  (PR)   ++ (Hassunan) 

 

Choga Mami 

Oates, D. & Oates, J. 1976. Early irrigation agriculture in Mesopotamia. In G. Sieveking  (ed) Problems in Economic and 

Social Archaeology: 109-135. London: Duckworth. ISSUE DESK IOA CLA6; STORES 01-02596 (Samarran) 

Oates, J. 1969. Choga Mami 1967-1968: a preliminary report. Iraq, 31: 115-152. (PR) (Samarran) 

 

Tell es-Sawwan 

Wahida, G. 1967. Excavations at Tell es-Sawwan 1966. Sumer, 23(1): 167-178.  (SR) (Samarran) 

el-Wailly, F. & Abu es-Soof, B. 1965. Excavations at Tell es-Sawwan. Sumer, 21(1): 17-32.  (SR) (Samarran) 

 

Amuq Sequence 

Braidwood, R. & Braidwood, L. 1960. Excavations in the Plain of Antioch I. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago.  (SR)  (AMUQ 

SEQUENCE, Phases A-E) DBC 10 QTO BRA 

 

Sakçagözü Sequence 

Garstang, J. 1937. Excavations at Sakje-Geuzi in North Syria. Liverpool Annals of Arch. & Anthropology, 24(1).  (PR) 

Garrard, A. N., Conolly, J., Moloney, N., & Wright, K. I. 1996. The early prehistory of the Sakçagözü region, north 

Levantine Rift Valley: report on 1995 survey season. Anatolian Studies, 46(1): 53-81. (pottery) 

*Taylor, J. du P. et al. 1950, Excavations at Sakçe Gözü (Coba Höyük). Iraq 12:53-138. (ceramic sequence) (PR)  ++  

 

Kerkh 

Iwasaki, T. & Tsuneki, A. 2003. Archaeology of the Rouj Basin, Volume I. Japan: University of Tsukuba. (SR) 

Tsuneki, A. & Miyake, Y. 1996. The earliest pottery sequence of the Levant: new data from Tell el-Kerkh 2. Paléorient, 

22(1): 109-123. (PR) 

Tsuneki, A. 1999. Third preliminary report of the excavations at Tell el-Kerkh (1999), Syria. Bulletin of the Ancient 

Orient Museum, 20: 1-32. (PR) 
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Domuztepe 

Campbell, S. 1999. Emerging complexity on the Karamanmaras Plain, Turkey: the Domuztepe project, 1995-1997. 

American Journal of Archaeology, 103: 395-418. (PR) 

Carter, E., Campbell, S., & Gauld, S. 2003. Elusive complexity: new data from late Halaf Domuztepe in south central 

Turkey. Paléorient, 29(2): 117-133. (PR) 

 

Mersin 

Caneva, I. & Sevin, V. 2004. Mersin-Yumuktepe : a reappraisal. Galatina (Lecce): M. Congedo.  (SR)  ++  

Garstang, J., 1953. Prehistoric Mersin. Oxford: Clarendon Press.  (SR)   ++  

 

Catalhoyuk and Hacilar 

Hodder, I. 1990. The Domestication of Europe: Structure and Contingency in Neolithic Societies. Oxford: Blackwell. 

(Chapter 1, pp. 16-19; note what he says about decoration of walls vs. ceramics at Çatalhöyük and Hacilar) 

Last, J.,  et al. 2005. Pottery from the east mound. In I. Hodder  (ed) Changing Materialities at Çatalhöyük. 101-138. 

Cambridge: McDonald Inst.  ++ (SR)  

Mellaart, J. 1970. Excavations at Hacilar Volumes I-II. Edinburgh.: Edinburgh University Press. (SR) 

 

Jericho Pottery Neolithic A and B 

*Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1982. Excavations at Jericho, Volume IV: The Pottery Type Series and Other Finds. 

London: British School Archaeology Jerusalem. (Chapter II, Pottery Neolithic Period) ++ (SR) DBE 10 QTO 

KEN; STORES  

 

Shaar Hagolan 

Garfinkel, Y. & Miller, M. A. 2002. Sha'ar ha-Golan: Neolithic Art in Context. Oxford: Oxbow. (SR) 

 

Nahal Qanah 

Gopher, A., et al. 1996. The Nahal Qanah cave. Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University.  (SR)  

 

Nahal Mishmar 

Bar-Adon, P. 1980. The Cave of the Treasure. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society.  (SR) 

Moorey, P. R. S. 1988. The Chalcolithic hoard from Nahal Mishmar, Israel, in context. World Arch. 20(2): 171-189. 

Tadmor, M., et al. 1995. The Nahal Mishmar copper hoard. Atiqot 27: 95-148.  

 

Ghassul  

Bourke, S. 2002. Teleilat Ghassul. In T. Levy & E. van den Brink (Eds.), Egypt and the Levant, 154-164. London: 

Leicester University Press. ++ 

Hennessy, J. 1969. Preliminary report on the first season of excavations at Teleilat Ghassul. Levant 1(1): 1-24. ++ (SR) 

Mallon, R., Koeppel, R., & Neuville, R. 1934.  Teleilat Ghassul I. Rome: Piazza Della Pilotta, 35. ++ (SR) 

North, R. 1961. Ghassul 1960 Excavation Report. Rome: Pontificio Istituto Biblico. ++ (SR) 

 

Gilat 

Levy, T. 2006. Archaeology, Anthropology & Cult: The Sanctuary at Gilat. London: Equinox. DBE10 LEV – (SR) 

 

Shiqmim 

Levy, T. 1987. Shiqmim I. Oxford: BAR International Series 356. (SR) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FURTHER READING  

 

The Late Neolithic in the Levant  

Balossi, F. 2004. New data for the definition of the DFBW horizon & its internal developments. Anatolica, 30: 109-150. 

Gopher, A. 1995. Early pottery-bearing groups in Israel. In T. E. Levy  (ed) The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land: 205-223. Leicester. 
Garfinkel, Y. 1992. The Pottery Assemblages of the Sha'ar Hagolan and Rabah Stages of Munhatta. Jerusalem: CRFJ. (SR) 

Rosenberg, D. 2010. An Early Pottery Neolithic Occurrence at Beisamoun, Hula Valley, Northern Israel. Oxford: Archaeopress. (SR) 

 

The Late Neolithic to early Chalcolithic in Mesopotamia (proto-Hassunan, Hassunan, Samarran, Halaf) 

Akkermans, P. 1996. Tell Sabi Abyad, the Late Neolithic Settlement. Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch Instituut (SR) 

Akkermans, P. & Duistermaat, K. 1996. Of storage and nomads: the sealings from Late Neolithic Sabi Abyad, Syria. Paleorient, 22(2): 17-32. 
Furuyama, M. 1991. The Hassuna Ia constructions. In T. Matsutani  (ed) Tell Kashkashok. Excavations at Tell  II: 11-18. Tokyo: Univ. of  Tokyo. (SR) 

Kirkbride, D. 1972-1982. Umm Dabaghiyah, preliminary reports. Iraq, 34: 1-15; Iraq, 35: 1-7; Iraq, 35: 205-209; Iraq, 37: 3-10 (PR) 

LeMière, M. 2000. L'occupation proto-Hassuna du Haut Khabur Occidental d'après la céramique. In B. Lyonnet  (ed) Prospection Archéologique de 
Haut Khabur Occidentale (Syrie du nord-est), Volume I: 127-149. Damascus and Amman.  (SR)  

LeMière, M. 1989. Les débuts de la céramique sur le Moyen Euphrate. In O. Haex et al. (eds) To the Euphrates & Beyond: 53-64. Rotterdam. 

Oates, J. 1966. The baked clay figurines from Tell es-Sawwan. Iraq, 28(1): 146-153. (PR) 
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The Late Neolithic in the Zagros and Iran 

Braidwood, R. J., 1983. The Hilly Flanks and Beyond.  Chicago: University of Chicago. 

Mortensen, P. 1964. Excavations at Tepe Guran, Luristan. Acta Archaeologica, 34(1): 110-121.  (SR)  

Mortensen, P. 1970. Tell Shemshara: The Hassuna Period. Copenhagen.  (SR)  

Voigt, M. M. 1983. Hajji Firuz Tepe, Iran: The Neolithic Settlement. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania.  (SR)  

 

The Chalcolithic in the Southern Levant (Ghassul-Beersheva) 

Burton, M. & Levy, T. E. 2001. The Chalcolithic radiocarbon record and its use in southern Levantine archaeology. Radiocarbon, 43(3): 1223-1246. 

Commenge-Pellerin, C. 1990. La poterie de Safadi (Beershéva) au IVe millénaire avant l'ère chrétienne. Paris: Paléorient.   
Dollfus, G. & Kafafi, Z. 1988. Abu Hamid: Village du Quatrième Millénaire de la Vallée du Jourdain. Amman: Economic Press. ++ (PR) 

Epstein, C. 2001. The Chalcolithic Culture of the Golan. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society.  (SR)  

Fletcher, R. 2008. Some spatial analyses of Chalcolithic settlement in southern Israel. Journal of Archaeological Science, 35: 2048-2058. 
Gilead, I. 2000. Religio-magic behavior in the Chalcolithic of Palestine. In E.Oren & S. Ahituv  (eds) Kempinski memorial volume.  Beersheva. 

Hauptmann, A. 2007. The archaeometallurgy of copper: evidence from Faynan, Jordan. Heidelberg: Springer. 

Joffe, A. 2003. Slouching toward Beersheva. In B. Nakhai  (ed) The Near East in the Southwest  45-67. Boston: ASOR Annual 58. 
Levy, T. & Najjar, M. 2007. Ancient metal production and social change in southern Jordan. In T.Levy, et al. (eds) Crossing Jordan, 97-106. London. 

Levy, T. E. 2007. Journey to the Copper age. San Diego: San Diego Museum of Man. 

Nativ, A. & Gopher, A. 2011. The cemetery as a symbol. Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 21: 229-245. 
Perrot, J. 1955. The Excavations at Tell Abu Matar. Israel Exploration Journal, 5(1): 17-40 (PR). 

Perrot, J. 1984. Structures d'habitat, mode de vie et environnement. Paléorient 10(1): 75-92. (PR) 

Perrot, J. & Ladiray, D. 1980. Tombes à ossuaires de la region cotière Palestinienne au IVe millénaire BC. Paris: Mémoires et Travaux du CRFJ. (SR) 
 

Anatolian Late Neolithic and Early-Middle Chalcolithic = 6000-4000 BC; Late Chalcolithic 1-2 = 4300-3650 BC 

(Domuztepe, Degirmentepe, Tepecik; Mersin 19-17, Kurdu Amuq D;  Can Hasan 2B, Hacilar II-I, Ilipinar VI, Catal West, Kuruçay 7, Elmali-

Karatas,  Norsuntepe West Terrace 40-35; Sakcagozu/Cobahöyük)  

Catalhöyük Project website www.catalhöyük.com (see the recent Archive Reports)  (SR) – look up Archive Reports on Catalhoyuk West 
Braidwood, R. J. & Braidwood, L. S. 1960. Excavations in the Plain of Antioch I. Chicago: University of Chicago.  (SR)  (Phases D-E) (SR) 

Duru, R.. 1996. Kuruçay Höyük. Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi. (SR) 

Esin, U. 2001. Salvage excavations at Degirmentepe (Malatya). In O. Bell  (ed) Istanbul University's Contribution to Archaeology in Turkey, 1932-
2000: 67-72. Istanbul: Istanbul University. See also articles on Tülintepe, 72-75; Tepecik, pp. 102-107. (PR) 

Eslick, C. 1992. Elmali-Karatas I: the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods. Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania: Bryn Mayr College. (SR) 

Garstang, J. 1937. Excavations at Sakje-Geuzi in North Syria. Liverpool Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology, 24(1): 132. (PR) 
French, D. H. 1998. Canhasan sites I: stratigraphy and structures. London: British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara, Monograph 23. (SR) 

Ozbal, R. & Gerritsen, F. 2002. Tell Kurdu Excavations 2001. Anatolica, 30. (PR) 

Özdogan, M. & Özdogan, A. 1993. Pre-Halafian pottery of southeastern Anatolia, with special reference to the Çayönü sequence. In M. Frangipane  
(ed) Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains: 87-103. Rome: Universita di Roma La Sapienza. 

Roodenberg, J. J. 1995. The Ilipinar excavations I. Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch Instituut te Istanbul. DBC 10 ROO (SR) 

Roodenberg, J. J. & Thissen, L. C. 2001. The Ilipinar excavations II. Leiden: Nederlands Instituut voor het Nabije Oosten. (SR) 
Sagona, A.G., Zimansky, P.E., 2009. Ancient Turkey. London . London: Routledge.  Chapter  4, pp. 124-143; Chapter 5, pp. 144-171. (Anatolia) 

Yener, K. A. 2005. The Amuq Valley Regional Projects, Volume 1. Chicago: Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. (SR) 

 

The Chalcolithic in Cyprus 

Bolger, D. R. & Maguire, L. 2010. The Development of Pre-State Communities in the Ancient Near East. Oxford: Oxbow. 

Clarke, J. 2007. On the Margins of Southwest Asia: Cyprus during the 6th- 4th Millennia BC. Oxford: Oxbow. DAG15 CLA 

Croft, P., et al. 1999. Lemba and Kissonerga. Nicosia: Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation (SR) 

 

 
 

http://www.catalhoyuk.com/
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Session 5 

Explaining the ‘emergence of civilizations’ in the Near Eastern Early Bronze Age:  

urban and non-urban polities, the case of the Levant  
 

Artefacts from Wadi Ghazzeh, Wadi Faynan 100, Jericho, Beth-Yerah/Khirbet Kerak, Hama, Nebi Mend.  

 

Early Bronze I-IV in the Levant.  The Neolithic lasted a long time; some sites grew quite large (15 hectares).   In the mid-

late 4th millennium BC, the Near East witnessed  city-state formation (Mesopotamia) and state formation (Egypt) – the 

earliest known instances of urban and state societies.  Mesopotamia and Egypt were both interacting intensively with 

neighbouring regions (Algaze; Stein). The Levant was on a contact route between Mesopotamia and Egypt and shows 

links to both. But its political developments were distinctive. What role did the Levant play in the emergence of early  

civilizations in Egypt and Mesopotamia?  How did Egypt and Mesopotamia affect Levantine history? Was the southern 

Levant characterized by cities or states at all? Was the northern Levant’s path very different from that of the south? What 

triggered the ‘collapse’ of the EB III societies? Note how interpretations use material evidence.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING Follow instructions below (* - recommended, but you do not need to read them all ) 

 

The Levant and its role in the emergence of Near Eastern civilizations  (read 1) 
*Algaze, G. 1993. Expansionary dynamics of early pristine states. Amer. Anthropologist 95: 304-333. TC 994  

Esse, D. 1989 Secondary state formation & collapse in Early Bronze Age Palestine. In P. de Miroschedji (ed) 

L’urbanisation de la Palestine. pp. 81-96. Oxford: BAR S-527. TC 992; DBE 100 Qto MIR 

Joffe, A.H. 2000. Egypt & Syro-Mesopotamia in the 4th millennium. Current Anthropology 41: 113-23. 

Harrison, T. 1993. Economics with an entrepreneurial spirit. Biblical Archaeologist 56(2): 81-93.  

Philip, G. 2002.Contacts between the Uruk world & the Levant during the 4th millennium BC. In J.N. Postgate (ed) 

Artefacts of Complexity. Warminster, 207-35. DBA 100 Qto POS  

Wilkinson, T.A.H. 2002. Uruk into Egypt: imports & imitations, in J.N. Postgate (ed) Artefacts of Complexity. 

Warminster: British School of Archaeology in Iraq: 237-48. DBA 100 Qto POS 

 

The Levant and Egypt in EB I (read 1) 

Ben-Tor, A., 1989, Byblos and the Early Bronze Age I of Palestine.  In P. de Miroschedji (ed) L'urbanisation de la 

Palestine a L'age du Bronze Ancien. Oxford: BAR, 41-52.   

Brandl, B. 1989. Observations on the Early Bronze Age strata of Tel Erani. In P. de Miroschedji (ed) L'urbanisation de la 

Palestine a L'age du Bronze Ancien. Oxford: BAR, 357-388. DBE 100 Qto MIR  

Brink, E. van den & Levy, T. 2002. Egypt & the Levant. New York. Levy, van den Brink, 3-38; Levy & Kansa, 190-212 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1982. Excavations at Jericho, Volume IV: The Pottery Type Series and Other Finds. 

London: British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem. (early EBA ceramics) ++ (SR)  

Kroeper, K. 1989. Palestinian ceramic imports in pre- and proto-historic Egypt. In P. de Miroschedji (ed)  L'urbanisation 

de la Palestine. Oxford: BAR (i-ii), 407-422. DBE 100 Qto MIR ++ 

Levy, T. E. 2007. Journey to the Copper Age. San Diego: San Diego Museum of Man. DBE 100 LEV 

Rowan, Y. & Levy, T. E. 2011. Transitions in macehead manufacture in the ancient Levant: a case study from Nahal 

Tillah (Tel Halif Terrace) Israel. In M. Chesson  (ed) Daily life, materiality, and complexity in early urban 

communities of the southern Levant: 199-218. Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns. 

Stern, E. 1993. New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land. Jerusalem. (Areini/Erani, En Besor) 

van der Steen, E. 2005. The sanctuaries of Early Bronze IB Megiddo: evidence of a tribal polity? American Journal of 

Archaeology, 109(1): 1-20. 

Wright, K., et al. (1998) The Wadi Faynan 4th-3rd millennia project, 1997. Levant 30: 33-60. ++ (PR) 

 

 The southern Levant in EB II-III: urban or not?  (read 1) 

*Chesson, M. & Philip, G. 2003. Tales of the city? Urbanism in the Early Bronze from Mediterranean & Levantine 

perspectives. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 16(1): 3-16.  

*Falconer, S. E. & Savage, S. H. 2009. The Bronze Age political landscape of the southern Levant. In S. E. Falconer & 

C. L. Redman  (eds) Polities and Power: 125-151. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. AH FAL 

Finkelstein, I. 1991. Early Arad: urbanism of the nomads. Zeitschrift für Deutsche Palästina Vereins 106: 34-50.  

Finkelstein, I. & Gophna, R. 1993. Settlement, demographic and economic patterns in the highlands of Palestine in the 

Chalcolithic and Early Bronze periods and the beginning of urbanism. Bulletin of the American Schools of 

Oriental Research, 289: 1-22. 

Genz, H. 2010. Thoughts on the function of public buildings in the Early Bronze Age southern Levant. In D. R. Bolger & 

L. Maguire  (eds) The Development of Pre-State Communities in the Ancient Near East: 46-52. Oxford: Oxbow. 

Harrison, T. P. & Savage, S. H. 2003. Settlement heterogeneity and multivariate craft production in the Early Bronze Age 

southern Levant. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology, 16(1): 33-57. 

Philip, G. 2003. The Early Bronze Age of the southern Levant: a landscape approach. Journal of Mediterranean 
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Archaeology, 16(1): 103-132. 

*Savage, S. H., Falconer, S. E., & Harrison, T. P. 2007. The Early Bronze Age city-states of the southern Levant: neither 

cities nor states. In T. E. Levy,  et al. (eds) Crossing Jordan: 285-300. London: Equinox. 

 

The northern Levant in the Early Bronze Age (read 1) 

Archi, A., 2003. Archival record keeping at Ebla 2400-2350 BC. In: Brosius, M.  (ed) Ancient Archives and Archival 

Traditions. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 17-36. ANCIENT HISTORY A 72 BRO 

Curvers, H. H., Schwartz, G. M., & Dunham, S. 1997. Umm el-Marra, a Bronze Age urban center in the Jabbul Plain, 

Western Syria. American Journal of Archaeology, 101(2): 201-239. 

Frost, H. 2004. Byblos and the sea. In C. Doumet-Serhal (ed) Decade, 316-347. Beirut. DBD 100 QTO DOU 

Matthiae, P., 1993, On this side of the Euphrates: a note on urban origins in inner Syria. In Between the Rivers and Over 

the Mountains (ed. by M. Frangipane et al.), 523-530.  Rome: Univ. of Rome, La Sapienza. 

*Mazzoni, S., 2003. Ebla: crafts and power in an emergent state of third millennium BC Syria. Journal of Mediterranean 

Archaeology 16, 173-191. 

Meyers, E. (ed) 1992. Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East. New York. DBA 100 MEY (Ebla, Byblos) 

Pinnock, F. 2001. The urban landscape of Old Syrian Ebla. Journal of Cuneiform Studies, 53: 13-33. 

Sasson, J. (ed) 1995. Civilizations of the Ancient Near East. New York: Scribners. DBA 100 SAS (Ebla, Byblos) 

*Schwartz, G., 1994, Before Ebla: models of pre-state political organization in Syria and north Mesopotamia. 153-174 in 

Chiefdoms and Early States in the Near East (ed. G. Stein, M. Rothman). Madison: Prehistory Press. ISSUE 

DESK IOA STE 6; DBA 100 STE 

 

Material culture and inter-regional contacts, EB II-IV (read 1) 
Greenberg, R., Wengrow, D., & Paz, S. 2010. Cosmetic connections? An Egyptian relief carving from Early Bronze Age 

Bet Yerah, Israel. Antiquity, 84: 324. 

Greenberg, R. 2001. Early Bronze Age II-III Palestinian cylinder seal impressions and the north Canaanite metallic ware 

jar. In S. R. Wolff  (ed) Studies in the archaeology of Israel and neighboring lands in memory of Douglas L Esse: 

189-198. Chicago: University of Chicago Oriental Institute. 

Greenberg, R.  et al.  2006. Bet Yerah: The Early Bronze Age Mound. Volume I. Excavation Reports 1933-1986.  

Jerusalem, Israel Antiquities Authority. DBE 10 GRE ++ (SR) 

*Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1962-1983. Excavations at Jericho, Volumes II-V. London: British School of 

Archaeology in Jerusalem. (EBA stratigraphy, tombs, ceramics) ++ (SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN 

*Mazzoni, S. 1985. Elements of the ceramic culture of Early Syrian Ebla in comparison with Syro-Palestinian EB IV. 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research,(257): 1-18. ++ 

Philip, G. & Baird, D. 2000. Ceramics and Change in the Early Bronze Age of the Southern Levant. Sheffield: Sheffield 

University Press. 

 

The EBA ‘collapse’(EBIV) (read 1) 

Archi, A. & Biga, M. G. 2003.  A victory over Mari and the fall of Ebla. Journal of Cuneiform Studies 55: 1-44. 

Dever, W. 1992. Pastoralism & the end of the Early Bronze Age in Palestine. In Pastoralism in the Levant (eds. O. Bar-

Yosef & A. Khazanov). Madison: Prehistory Press, 83-92. DBD 100 BAR 

Matthiae, P. 1989. The destruction of Ebla royal palace G. In High, Middle or Low (ed. P. Astrom). Gothenburg: Univ. of 

Gothenburg, pp. 163-169. AJ 10 AST (see also books on this site and the series Eblaitica) 

*Rosen, A, 1995. The social response to environmental change in Early Bronze Age Canaan. Journal of Anthropological 

Archaeology 14: 26-44.; TC 

*Rosen, A, 1997. Environmental change & human adaptational failure at the end of the Early Bronze Age in the 

Southern Levant, in H N Dalfes, et al.(eds) Third Millennium BC Climate Change & Old World Collapse, 25-38. 

Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag. BA 40 DAL  

*Weiss, H. 2000.  Causality and chance: late 3rd millennium collapse in southwest Asia. In: O. Rouault and M. Wafler 

(eds) La Djéziré et l’Euphrate syriens. Tournhout : Brepols, 207-17. DBD 100 QTO ROU 

*Weiss, H. et al. The genesis & collapse of 3rd millennium north Mesopotamia civilization. Science 261(5124):995-1004. 
 

CASE STUDIES: choose a site and read when you can 

Amiran, R. 1978. Early Arad: the Chalcolithic settlement and Early Bronze City. Volume 1. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration 

Society. (SR) 

Amiran, R. 2003. Early Arad : the Chalcolithic settlement and Early Bronze IB settlements and the Early Bronze II city : 

architecture and town planning. Volume 2. Jerusalem : Israel Exploration Society. DBE 10 Qto AMI (SR) 

Finkelstein, I. & et al. 2006. Megiddo IV. Tel Aviv: Yass Publications. (early EB building and ceramics) (SR) 

Gophna, R. 1995. Excavations at En Besor. Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University Press. DBE 10 GOP (SR) 

Greenberg, R,  et al.  2006. Bet Yerah: The Early Bronze Age Mound. Vol.  I. Jerusalem, Israel Antiquities Authority. 

DBE 10 GRE ++ (SR) 

Harrison, T. 1997. Shifting patterns of settlement in the highlands of central Jordan in the EBA. Bulletin of the American 
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Schools of Oriental Research 306: 1-38.  

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1981. Excavations at Jericho, III: The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell. 

London: BSAJ..(SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; MAIN HEBREW QTO A 52 KEN; STORES 01-00879 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1983. Excavations at Jericho, V: The Pottery Phases of the Tell and Other Finds. 

London: BSAJ. (SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; STORES 

Matthiae, P., 1980. Ebla: an Empire Rediscovered. Hodder and Stoughton, London. Chs 3 & 5. DBD 10 MAT; ISSUE 

DESK MAT5 (PR) 

Levy, T. & Najjar, M. 2007. Ancient metal production and social change in southern Jordan. In T. E. Levy, et al. (eds) 

Crossing Jordan, 97-106. London: Equinox. 

Levy, T. et al. 2002. Early Bronze Age metallurgy at Wadi Faynan. Antiquity 76 (292).  

Miroschedji, P. d. 1988. Yarmouth I. Paris: Éditions recherches sur les civilisations.(SR) 

Rast, W. & Schaub, R. T. 2003. Bab edh-Dhra: Excavations at the Town Site. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.(SR) 

Schaub, R.  & Rast, W. 1989. Bab edh-Dhra': excavations in the cemetery directed by Paul W. Lapp. Winona Lake: 

Eisenbrauns.(SR) 

Wright, K. I., Najjar, M., Last, J., & Moloney, N. 1998. The Wadi Faynan fourth and third millennia project, 1997: report 

on the first season of test excavations at Wadi Faynan 100. Levant, 30(1): 33-60. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FURTHER READING and SITES 

 

Background 

Akkermans, P. & Schwartz, G. & 2002. The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: CUP. Chapters 6-9.    
Bietak, M. & Czerny, E. 2008. The Bronze Age in the Lebanon.  

Levy, T. (ed) 1995. The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land. Leicester: Leicester Univ. Press. Chapters 16-17 

MacDonald, B., et al. (eds) 2001. The Archaeology of Jordan. Sheffield: Univ. of Sheffield.  Chapter 5 
 

Issues 

Chesson, M. 2011. Daily life, materiality, and complexity in early urban communities of the southern Levant. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. 
Chesson, M. 2007. Remembering and forgetting in Early Bronze Age mortuary practices on the southeastern Dead Sea plain, Jordan. In N. Laneri  (ed) 

Performing death: 109-141. Chicago: Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. 

Falconer, S. E. & Savage, S. H. 1995. Heartlands and hinterlands: alternative trajectories of early urbanization in Mesopotamia and the southern 
Levant. Antiquity, 60: 37-58. 

Genz, H. 2003. Cash crop production and storage in the Early Bronze Age southern Levant. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology, 16(1): 29-78. 

Greenberg, R., 2002. Early Urbanizations in the Levant: A Regional Perspective. Leicester University Press, Leicester. (SR) 
Joffe, A. 1993. Settlement & Society in Early Bronze Age I-II Southern Levant. Sheffield. DBE 100 Qto JOF 

Sebag, D. 2005. Early Bronze dwellings in the southern Levant. Bulletin du Centre de Recherche Français de Jerusalem 16:222-235. 

Weiss, H. & Bradley, R. S. 2001. What drives societal collapse? Science, 291(5504): 609-610. 

 

Gender and early complex societies  

Bolger, D. 1996. Figurines, fertility & the emergence of complex society in prehistoric Cyprus. Curr. Anth. 37: 365-372. 
Bolger, D. R. 2003. Gender in Ancient Cyprus: Narratives of Social Change on a Mediterranean Island. Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press. 

Peterson, J. 2002. Sexual Revolutions: Gender and Labor at the Dawn of Agriculture. Walnut Creek, California: Altamira.  

Wright, K. I. 2007. Women and the emergence of urban society in Mesopotamia. In S. Hamilton, R. Whitehouse, & K. I. Wright  (eds) Archaeology 
and Women: 199-245. Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press. 

 

Sites and Material Culture 

Ben-Tor, A., 1978, Cylinder Seals of Third Millennium Palestine. Cambridge, Mass: ASOR Supplement Series 22. 

Chesson, M. & Schaub, R. T. 2007. Death and dying on the Dead Sea plain: Fifa, Khirbat al-Khanazir and Bab adh-Dhra' cemeteries. In T. E. Levy,  et 

al. (eds) Crossing Jordan: 253-260. London: Equinox. 
Doumet-Serhal, C. 2004. Sidon excavations. In C. Doumet-Serhal (ed) Decade: 102-123. Beirut. DBD 100 QTO DOU  

Dunand, M. 1973. Fouilles de Byblos V. L'architecture, les tombes, le materiel domestique, des origines à l'avènement urbain. Paris: Geuthner. (SR) 

Getzov, N. 2006. The Tel Bet Yerah excavations 1994-1995.  Jerusalem, Israel Antiquities Authority. DBE 10 GRE (SR) 
Greenberg, R. 2003. Early Bronze Age Megiddo and Bet Shean. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology, 16(1): 17-32. 

Hauptmann, A. 2007. The archaeometallurgy of copper: evidence from Faynan, Jordan. Heidelberg: Springer. 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1959. Excavations at Jericho, I: The Tombs excavated in 1952-1954. London: British School of Archaeology in 
Jerusalem (SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; STORE 07-0305/107 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1962. Excavations at Jericho, II: The Tombs excavated in 1955-1958. London: British School of Archaeology in 

Jerusalem (SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; STORES 01 – 00878 
Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1981. Excavations at Jericho, III: The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Tell. London: BSAJ..(SR) DBE 10 QTO 

KEN; MAIN HEBREW QTO A 52 KEN; STORES 01-00879 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1982. Excavations at Jericho, IV: The Pottery Type Series and Other Finds. London: BSAJ.(SR) DBE 10 QTO KEN; 

STORES 01-00881 

Kenyon, K. M. & Holland, T. A. 1983. Excavations at Jericho, V: The Pottery Phases of the Tell and Other Finds. London: BSAJ. (SR) DBE 10 QTO 
KEN; STORES STORES 01-00882 

Lauffray, J. 2008. Fouilles de Byblos Tome VI. L'urbanism et l'architecture. Atlas des plane et coupes. Beirut: IFAPO. (SR) 

Maisler-Mazar, B., 1952, The excavations at Beth Yerah (Khirbet Kerak). Israel Exploration Journal 2:165-173, 218-229.(PR) 
Miroschedji, P. de 1999. Yarmuth: the dawn of city-states in southern Canaan. Near Eastern Archaeology, 62(1): 2-19.(PR) 

Palumbo, G. 1991. The Early Bronze Age IV in the Southern Levant. Rome: Univ. of Rome. ++ 

Richard, S., et al. 2010. Khirbat Iskandar: the Early Bronze IV Area C 'Gateway' and Cemeteries. Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns.(SR) 
Richard, S. & Long, J. C. 2007. Khirbet Iskander: a city in collapse at the end of the Early Bronze Age. In T. E. Levy, et al.  (eds) Crossing Jordan: 

269-276. London: Equinox. 

Schaub, R. & Chesson, M. 2007. Life in the earliest walled towns on the Dead Sea plain. In T. Levy, Crossing Jordan: 245-252. London: Equinox. 
Thalmann, J.P. 2004. Dernières nouvelles de Tell Arqa. In C. Doumet-Serhal (ed) Decade, 392-407. Beirut. (PR) 
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Session 6 

What do we mean by 'social complexity?'   

the Chalcolithic  of Mesopotamia, Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf (Halaf, Ubaid and contemporary cultures) 
Artefacts:  Arpachiyah, Tepe Gawra, Chagar Bazar, Sialk, Tepe Hissar, Nineveh, Eridu, Tell Brak, Ras al Amiya  

 

The Chalcolithic in Mesopotamia, Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf represents a period of social change and transition, as signs 

we later distinguish as evidence of complex societies begin to emerge. Evidence of urban forms, temples, and larger-scale 

architecture suggest this period was critical in the developed of urban complex societies. We begin to see some cultures 

spread their influence across the Near East, with trade and long-distance cultural contacts being a mechanism for 

transforming regions. What were some of the signs that can be distinguished as hallmarks of later urban societies? How 

do changes in material culture reflect social transformations occurring in the regions investigated?  How did cultural 

contacts influence regions in the Gulf? What evidence do we see for cultural interaction between societies in this period? 

In this session, we  look at the Halaf and Ubaid periods, which span the Chalcolithic in Mesopotamia. The Susiana 

sequences in Iran and the Ubaid-influenced Gulf and Arabia are also discussed.      
 

Background 

Akkermans, P.M.M.G and Schwartz, G.M. 2003. The Archaeology of Syria: From Complex Hunter-Gatherers to Early 

Urban Societies (c. 16,000-300 B.C.). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Pg. 154-210. 

Charvát, Petr (2002). Mesopotamia Before History. London, New York: Routledge. Pg. 49-190. 

Nissen, H.J. 1990. The Early History of the Ancient Near East, 9000–2000 B.C. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago. Pg. 39-64. 

*Potts, D.T. (e.d.). 2012. A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. Pp. 37-512 (sections on 

Chalcolithic). 

 

Halaf and Contemporary Cultures 

 

Mesopotamia: Material Culture and Origins in the Halaf 

*Akkermans, P.M.M.G. 2000. Old and new perspectives on the origins of the Halaf culture, In O. Rouault and M. Wäfler 

(eds)., La Djéziré et l'Euphrate syriens de la Protohistoire à la fin du IIe millénaire av.J.-C. Subartu VII. Brepols: 

Turnhout. Pp. 43-54. 

Hijara, I. 1997. The Halaf Period in Northern Mesopotamia. Nabu: London. 

 

Mesopotamia: Sites and Surveys 
*Akkermans, P.M.M.G (e.d.). 1989. Excavations at Tell Sabi Abyad- Prehistoric Investigations in the Balikh Valley, 

Northern Syria. BAR International Series. Oxford. 

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1935. Excavations at Tall Arpachiyah. Iraq 2:1-178. 

Merpert, N., Munchaev, R. 1989. Yarim Tepe II: The Halaf levels. In: N. Yoffee and J. Clark  (eds) Early Stages in the 

Evolution of Mesopotamian Civilization: Soviet Excavations in Northern Iraq. The University of Arizona Press.: 

Tucson and London. pp. 128-162. 

Rothman, M.S. 2001. Tepe Gawra: The Evolution of a Small, Prehistoric Center in Northern Iraq. University Museum 

Publications: Philadelphia. 

Tobler, A. 1950. Excavations at Tepe Gawra 2. University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology: 

Philadelphia. 

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. 1995. Settlement Development in North Jazira, Iraq: A Study of the Archaeological 

Landscape. Aris & Phillips: Warminister. 

 

Iran: Cultural Interaction and Material Culture 

*Henrickson, E.F. 1983. Ceramic Styles and Cultural Interaction in the Early and Middle Chalcolithic of the Central 

Zagros, Iran. Ph.D. dissertation. University of Toronto. 

Hole, F. 1987. The Archaeology of Western Iran:  Settlement and Society from Prehistory to the Islamic Conquest. 

Smithsonian Institution Press: Washington D.C. 

Vandiver, P.B. 1987. Sequential slab construction. A conservative Southwest Asiatic ceramic tradition, ca. 7000-3000 

B.C. Paléorient 13/2:9-35. 

Voigt, M. 1987. Relative and absolute chronologies for Iran between 6500 and 3500 cal. B.C.. In O. Aurenche, J. Evin, 

and F. Hours  (eds) Chronologies in the Near East. Relative Chronologies and Absolute Chronology 16,000-4,000 

B.P. British Archaeological Reports International Series 379. Oxford, 615-46. 

 

Iran: Sites and Surveys 

Fazeli, H. Coningham, R.A.E., Batt, C.M. 2004. Cheshmeh-Ali revisited: Towards an absolute dating of the late Neolithic 

and Chalcolithic of Iran's Tehran Plain. Iran 42:13-23. 

*Levine, L.D. and McDonald, M.M.A. 1977. The Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods in the Mahidasht. Iran 15:39-50. 
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Ubaid and Contemporary Cultures  

 

Mesopotamia: Social Complexity 

*Stein, G. 1994. Economy, ritual, and power in 'Ubaid Mesopotamia. In G. Stein & M. Rothman  (eds) Chiefdoms and 

Early States in the Near East. Monographs in World Archaeology 18. Prehistory Press: Madison (WI). Pp. 35-45. 

 

Mesopotamia: Material Culture 

Blackham, M. 1996. Further investigations as to the relationship of Samarran and Ubaid ceramic assemblages. Iraq 58:1-

15. 

Gut, R.V. 1995. Das prähistorische Ninive. Zur relativen Chronologie der frühen Perioden Nordmesopotamiens I. Mainz 

am Rhein. 

*Oates, J. 1983.  Ubaid Mesopotamia reconsidered. In T.C. Young, P.. Smith, and P. Mortensen (eds.): The Hilly Flanks 

and Beyond. Oriental Institute Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization 36. University of Chicago: Chicago. 251-

281. 

 

Mesopotamia: Sites and Surveys 
Hall, H. R. and Woolley, C. L. 1927. Ur Excavations Volume I: Al-'Ubaid. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Jasim, S.A. 1985. The Ubaid Period in Iraq: Recent Excavations in the Hamrin Region. BAR International Series 267. 

British Archaeological Reports, Oxford. 

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1933. The prehistoric sondage of Nineveh, 1931-1932. University of Liverpool Annals of Archaeology 

and Anthropology 20:127-186. 

Oates, D., Oates, J. 2008. Excavations at Tell Brak - Vol. 3: The Uruk and Ubaid Periods. McDonald Institute for 

Archaeological Research: Cambridge.  

Rothman, M.S. 2001. Tepe Gawra: The Evolution of a Small, Prehistoric Center in Northern Iraq. University Museum 

Publications: Philadelphia. 

* Safar, F., Mustafa, M.A., Lloyd, S. 1981. Eridu, Iraq: Ministry of Culture and Information, State Organization of 

Antiquites and Heritage. 

Tobler, A. 1950. Excavations at Tepe Gawra 2. University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology: 

Philadelphia. 

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. 1995. Settlement Development in North Jazira, Iraq: A Study of the Archaeological 

Landscape. Aris & Phillips: Warminister. 

 

Iran: Material Culture 

Henrickson, E.F. 1985.  An updated chronology of the Early and Middle Chalcolithic of the Central Zagros Highlands, 

Western Iran. Iran 23:63-108. 

Pollock, S. 1983. Style and information: An analysis of Susiana ceramics. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 

2(4):354-390. 

*Pollock, S. 1989. Power politics in the Susa A period. In: E. Henrickson and I. Thuesen  (eds) Upon This Foundation:  

The Ubaid Reconsidered. Pp. 281-292. 

 

Iran: Sites 

*Alizadeh, A. 2003. Excavations at the Prehistoric Mound of Chogha Bonut, Khuzestan, Iran, Seasons 1976/77, 1977/78, 

and 1996. Oriental Institute Publications 120. 

Helene Kantor and Delougaz, P. 1996. Chogha Mish, Volume 1, Text: The First Five Seasons, 1961-1971. Oriental 

Institute Publication 101. University of Chicago. 

Helene Kantor and Delougaz, P. 1996. Chogha Mish, Volume 1, Plates: The First Five Seasons, 1961-1971. Oriental 

Institute Publication 101. University of Chicago. 

 

Long-distance contacts in Arabia/Persian Gulf 

Beech, M., Elders, J., Shepherd, E. 2000. Reconsidering the 'Ubaid of the Southern Gulf: New results from excavations 

on Dalma Island, U.A.E. Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies. Papers from the thirty-third meeting of 

the Seminar for Arabian Studies held in London, 15-17 July 1999 (2000). Archaeopress. Pp. 41-47 

*Carter, R. 2006. Boat remains & maritime trade in the Persian Gulf during the 6th-5th millennia BC. Antiquity 80:52-63. 

Carter, R.A. and Philip, G. 2010. Beyond the Ubaid: Transformation and Integration in the Late Prehistoric Societies of 

the Middle East/. SAOC 63. The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. 

Jasim, S.A., 1996. An ‘Ubaid site in the Emirate of Sharjah (U.A.E.).  Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 7:1–12. 

Masry, A.H., 1997. Prehistory in Northeastern Arabia: the Problem of Interregional Interaction. 2nd edition. Kegan Paul International: 

London  and New York  (NY). 

Oates, J., Davidson, T.E., Kamilli, D., & McKerrel, H. 1977. Seafaring merchants of Ur? Antiquity 51: 221–34. 

Uerpmann, H.P. & Uerpmann, M. 1996. Ubaid pottery in the eastern Gulf:  New Evidence from Umm al-Qaiwain 

(U.A.E.). Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 7:125–39. 



G 269 Handout, v.2.0 

 

MAG 269  Page  22 

 Session 7  

The 'urban revolution' and its material manifestations:  the Uruk Period and the Uruk Expansion 
 

Artefacts  from Uruk, Grai Resh, Uqair, Gawra, Tell Brak, Sialk, Bakun, Tepe Hissar, Eridu, Nineveh. 

 

The Late Chalcolithic represents a period of rapid urban growth in southern Mesopotamia and urban change in northern 

Mesopotamia. Not only did urbanism by now become well established, but colonies, warfare, and likely kingship became 

emerging phenomena. With increased urban and social complexity, we begin to see major transformation in the material 

culture and at the end of the period writing first appeared. This week we examine these changes in light of changes to the 

social landscape of the Uruk period. When reading the materials and examining the material culture, what aspects of 

social complexity become apparent in what you observe? What artefacts may help suggest colonies or cultural contacts 

between distant societies? Do we see evidence of warfare in the material culture?  

 

Uruk and the Uruk Expansion 

Adams, R.M. 1981. Heartland of Cities: Surveys of Ancient Settlement and Land Use on the Central Floodplain of the 

Euphrates. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Algaze, G. 2005.  The Sumerian takeoff.  Structure and Dynamics: eJournal for the Anthropological and Related Sciences 

1(1). http://escholarship.org/uc/item/76r673km. Accessed July 3, 2012. 

*Algaze, G. 2008. Ancient Mesopotamia at the Dawn of Civilization: The Evolution of an Urban Landscape. The 

University of Chicago Press, London. 

Besserat, D.S. 1979. An archaic recording system in the Uruk-Jemdet Nasr period. American Journal of Archaeology 

83(1):19-48. 

McMahon, A., Soltysiak, A., Weber, J. 2011.  Late Chalcolithic mass graves at Tell Brak, Syria, and violent conflict 

during the growth of early city-states. Journal of Field Archaeology 36(3):201-220. 

Oates, J., McMahon, A., Karsgaard, P., Al Quntar, S.; Ur, J. 2007. Early Mesopotamian urbanism: A new view from the 

north. Antiquity 81: 585–600. 

*Postgate, N (ed.). 2002. Artefacts of Complexity: Tracking the Uruk in the Near East. Volume 5 of Iraq Archaeological 

Reports. 

Potts, D. 2009. Bevel-rim bowls and bakeries: Evidence and explanations from Iran and the Indo-Iranian borderlands. 

Journal of Cuneiform Studies 61:1-23. 

Wright, H.T., Neely, J.A., Johnson, G.A., Speth, J. 1975. Early fourth millennium developments in southwestern Iran. 

Iran 13:129-147. 

 

Sites in Northern Mesopotamia and Beyond 

*Alizedah, A. 2008. Chogha Mish, Volume II. The Development of a Prehistoric Regional Center in Lowland Susiana, 

Southwestern Iran. Oriental Institute Publications 130. Chicago. 

Gut, R.V. 1995. Das prähistorische Ninive. Zur relativen Chronologie der frühen Perioden 

 Nordmesopotamiens I. Mainz am Rhein. 

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1933. The prehistoric sondage of Nineveh, 1931-1932. University of Liverpool Annals of Archaeology 

and Anthropology 20:127-186. 

Matthews, R. 2003. Traces of early complexity. Late fifth to early fourth millennia investigations: The Early northern 

Uruk Period. In: Matthews, R,  (ed) Excavations at Tell Brak. Vol 4: Exploring an Upper Mesopotamian Regional 

Centre, 1994-1996. McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research. Cambridge. 

Nokandeh, J. 2010. Neue untersuchungen zur Sialk-III Periode im zentraliranischen Hochland: auf der Grundlage der 

Ergebnisse des "Sialk Reconsideration Project." PhD. dissertation. Berlin. 

Oates, J. 1985. Tell Brak: Uruk pottery from the 1984 season. Iraq 47:175-186. 

Oates, J. 1986. Tell Brak: The Uruk/Early Dynastic sequence. In: Finkbeiner and Rollig  (eds) Gemdat Nasr Period or 

Regional Style? Wiesbaden: Harrasowitz. Pp. 245-273. 

Oates, J. 1993. Trade and power in the fifth and fourth millennia BC: New evidence from northern Mesopotamia. World 

Archaeology 24(3):403-422. 

*Oates, D., Oates, J. 2008. Excavations at Tell Brak - Vol. 3: The Uruk and Ubaid Periods. McDonald Institute for 

Archaeological Research: Cambridge.  

Reichel, C. 2002. Administrative complexity in Syria during the 4th Millennium B.C.: The seals and sealing from Tell 

Hamoukar. Akkadica 123(1):35-56. 

Rothman, M.S. 2001. Tepe Gawra: The Evolution of a Small, Prehistoric Center in Northern Iraq. University Museum 

Publications: Philadelphia. 

Stein, G.J. 1999. Material culture and social identity: The Evidence for a 4th Millennium BC Mesopotamian Uruk colony 

at Hacinebi, Turkey. Paléorient 25(1):11-22. 

Stein, G.J., Bernbeck, R., Coursey, C., McMahon, A., Miller, N.F., Misir, A., Nicola, J., Pittman, H., Pollock, S., and 

Wright, H. 1996. Uruk colonies and Anatolian communities: An interim report on the 1992-1993 excavations at 

Hacinebi, Turkey. American Journal of Archaeology 100 2:205-260. 
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Stein, G. 1999. Material Culture and social Identity : the Evidence for a 4th Millennium BC Mesopotamian Uruk Colony 

at Hacinebi, Turkey. Paléorient 25(1):11-22. 

*Strommenger, E. 1980. Habuba Kabira: Eine Stadt vor 5000 Jahren. Ausgrabungen der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft 

am Euphrat in Habuba Kabira, Syrien (Sendschrift der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft). von Zabern. 

Tobler, A. 1950. Excavations at Tepe Gawra 2. University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology: 

Philadelphia. 

Weiss, H. and Young, T.C.J. 1975.  Merchants of Susa: Godin V and plateau-lowland relations in the late Fourth 

Millennium BC. Iran 13:1-17. 

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. 1995. Settlement Development in North Jazira, Iraq: A Study of the Archaeological 

Landscape. Aris & Phillips: Warminister. 

Yule, P. 1982. Tepe Hissar: Neolithische und kupferzeitliche Siedlung in Nordostiran. C.H. Beck: Munich. 

 

Sites in Southern Mesopotamia 

Delougaz, P. 1952. Pottery from the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute Publications 63. The University of Chicago Press: 

Chicago. 

Eichmann, R. 1983. Uruk: die Strateigraphie. Ausgrabungen in Uruk-Warka Endberichte 3. 

Heinrich, H. 1936. Kleinfunde aus den archaischen Tempelschichten in Uruk. Harrassowitz: Leipzig 1936 

*Lloyd, S and Safar, F. 1943.  Tell Uqair: Excavations by the Iraq Government Directorate of Antiquities in 1940 and 

1941. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 2(2):131-158. 

Oates, J. 1960. Ur and Eridu, the Prehistory. Iraq 22:32-50. 

Pollock, S., Steele, C., Pope, M. 1991. Investigations on the Uruk mound, Abu Salabikh. Iraq 53:59-68. 

Strommenger, E. 1980.  The chronological division of the archaic levels of Uruk-Eanna VI to III/II: Past and Present. 

American Journal of Archaeology 84(4):479-487. 

Woolley, C. L. 1956. Ur Excavations IV: The Early Periods. London and Philadelphia. 

 

Other Material Culture 

Amiet, P. 1972. Glyptique Susienne des origines à l'époque des perses achéménides: cachets, sceaux-cylindres et 

empreintes antiques découverts à Suse de 1913 à 1967. Paris: P. Geuthner. 

Amiet, P. 1980. La glyptique mésopotamienne archäique. Paris: Éditions du Centre National de la Recherche 

Scientifique. 

Teissier, B. 1987. Glyptic evidence for a connection between Iran, Syro-Palestine and Egypt in the Fourth and Third 

Millennia. Iran 25:27-53.  



G 269 Handout, v.2.0 

 

MAG 269  Page  24 

Session 8 

Primary city-state formation and Mesopotamia: landscapes and sites of Early Bronze Age Mesopotamia 
 

Artefacts from  Kish, Ur, Tell Brak, Nineveh, Tell Agrab, Gawra. 
 

After the end of the Late Uruk period, southern Mesopotamian culture seemed to diminish in many areas of northern 

Mesopotamia, although there are sites of notable exception. While historical materials inform us on the war-like 

competition of southern Mesopotamian cities, we know far less historically in northern Mesopotamia. Meanwhile, 

international connections with India and the Persian Gulf continue to shape prestige goods in Mesopotamia. Later in the 

third millennium, and with the emergence of the Akkadian and Ur empires, we begin to see evidence for material cultural 

influences from these states in more distant areas. At the end of the Akkadian period, we see a significant decline in 

settlement in northern Mesopotamia and perhaps the beginnings of decline in southern Mesopotamia as well. Do you 

think the material culture begins to show evidence for empire during the Akkadian and Ur states? How does the material 

culture indicate cultural splits between northern and southern Mesopotamia in the early third millennium BC? When do 

we see true Akkadian arefacts that are distinguishable from earlier periods?  
 

Background 

Chew, S.C. 1999. Ecological relations and the decline of civilizations in the Bronze Age World-System: Mesopotamia & 

Harappa 2500 B.C.-1700 BC. In: W.L. Goldfrank, D. Goodman, and A. Szasz  (eds) Ecology and World Systems. 

Westport: Greenwood PressPp. 87-106. 

Matthews, R.L. 2003.  The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: Theories and Approaches. Routledge: London. 

*Potts, D.T. (e.d.). 2012. A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. Pp. 533-574, 649-667. 

Weiss, H. 1986. The Origins of Cities in Dry-Farming Syria and Mesopotamia in the Third Millennium B.C. Four 

Quarters Publishing Co.: Guilford, CT. 

Weiss, H. Courty, M.A., Wetterstrom, W., Guichard, F., Senior, L., Meadow, R., Curnow, A. 1993. The genesis and 

collapse of third millennium north Mesopotamia civilization. Science 261(5124):995-1004. 

 

Third Millennium Material Culture in Northern Mesopotamia 
Amiet, P. 1980. La Glyptique mésopotamienne archaïque. Paris. 

Gut, R.V. 1995. Das prähistorische Ninive. Zur relativen Chronologie der frühen Perioden Nordmesopotamiens I. Mainz 

am Rhein 

Marchetti, N. 1997. The mature early Syrian glyptic from the Habur region, In: M. Lebeau  (ed) About Subartu. Studies 

Devoted to Upper Mesopotamia. Subartu 4. Turnhout. Pp. 115-153. 

*Matthews, Donald M. 1997. The Early Glyptic of Tell Brak: Cylinder Seals of Third Millennium Syria. Vandenhoeck & 

Ruprecht: Göttingen. 

Roaf, M. and Killicky, R. 1987. A mysterious affair of styles: The Ninevite 5 pottery of northern Mesopotamia. Iraq 

49:199-230. 

Schneider, G. 1989. A technological study of North-Mesopotamian Stone Ware. World Archaeology 21(1):30-50. 

Young, G.D. 1991. Mari in Retrospect: Fifty Years of Mari and Mari Studies. Eisenbrauns: Winona Lake. 

 

Sites and Reports 
Mallowan, M.E.L. 1936. Excavations at Chagar Bazar and an Archaeological Survey of the Habur region of North Syria 

1934-5. Iraq 3:1-85. 

*Mallowan, M.E.L. 1947. Excavations at Brak and Chagar Bazar. Iraq 9:1-259. 

McMahon, A. 1998. The Kuyunjik Gully sounding. Nineveh, 1989 and 1990 seasons. Al-Rafidan: Journal of Western 

Asiatic Studies 19:1-132. 

Oates, D. and Oates, J. 1989. Akkadian buildings at Tell Brak. Iraq 51:193–211. 

*Oates, D. and Oates, J., McDonald, H. 2002. Excavations at Tell Brak - Vol. 2: Nagar in the Third Millennium BC. 

British School of Archaeology in Iraq: London. 

Reade, J.E. 1968. Tell Taya (1967): Summary Report. Iraq 30:234-264. 

Reade, J.E. 1971. Tell Taya (1968-9): Summary Report. Iraq 33:87-100. 

Reade, J.E. 1973, Tell Taya (1972-73): Summary Report. Iraq 35:155-187. 

 

Third Millennium Southern Mesopotamia Sites and Material Culture 

Adams, R. M. 1981. Heartland of Cities. University of Chicago Press. Chicago. 

Delougaz, P. and Lloyd, S. 1942. Pre-Sargonid Temples in the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute Publication 58. Chicago: 

University of Chicago. 

Delougaz, P. 1952. Pottery from the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute Publications 63. University of Chicago Press: 

Chicago. 

*Frankfort, H. 1933. Tell Asmar, Khafaje and Khorsabad: Second Preliminary Report of the Iraq Expedition. Oriental 

Institute Publication 16. Chicago. 
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Frankfort, H. 1955. Stratified Cylinder Seals from the Diyala Region. Oriental Institute Publication 72. Chicago: 

University of Chicago. 

Langdon, S and Watelin, L.C. 1930. Excavations at Kish IV. Paul Geuthner: Paris. 

Matthews, R.J. 1993. Cities, Seals and Writing: Archaic Seal Impressions from Jemdet Nasr and Ur. Berlin. 

McCown, D.E. and Haines, R.C. 1967. Nippur 1: Temple of Enlil, Scribal Quarter, and Sounding E. Oriental Institute 

Publications 97. Chicago: University of Chicago. 

Moon, J. 1987. Catalogue of Early Dynastic Pottery. Abu Salabikh Excavations 3. London. 

Moorey, P.R.S. 1978. Kish Excavations 1923-1933. Clarendon Press. Oxford. 

Parrot, A. 1948. Tello: Vingt campagnes de fouilles 1877-1933. A. Michel: Paris. 

*Woolley, L. 1934.  Ur Excavation, Volume 2: The Royal Cemetery- Text and Plates. The Joint Expedition of the British 

Museum and The Museum of the University of Pennsylvania to Mesopotamia. 

 

Transitions in the Akkadian and Ur III Material Cultures 

Amie, P. 1976. L'art d'Agadé au Musée du Louvre. Paris. 

Boheme, R. M. 1965. Die Entwicklung der Glyptik während der Akkad-Zeit. (UAVA 4), Berlin. 

Gibson, M. and McMahon, A. 1995.  Investigation of the Early Dynastic-Akkadian Transition: Report of the 18th and 

19th Seasons of Excavation in Area WF, Nippur. Iraq 57:1-39 

*Hussein, SY and Altaweel, M and Rejeb, Z. 2009. Report on Excavations at Tell al-Wilaya, Iraq. Information on the 

1999 and 2000 seasons. Akkadica 130(1):3 - 43. 

*Hussein, SY and Altaweel, M and Rejeb, Z. 2009. Report on Excavations at Tell al-Wilaya, Iraq Further Information on 

the 1999 and 2000 Seasons. Akkadica 130(2):113-166. 

*McMahon, A. 2006. The Early Dynastic To Akkadian Transition: The Area WF Sounding At Nippur. Oriental Institute 

Press 129. Chicago.. 
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Session 9   

Variability in third millennium complex societies: Early Bronze Age Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf 
 

Artefacts: Geoy Tepe, Yanik Tepe, Sialk, Bakun, Tehran, Wadi Hadramaut, Tepe Hissar 

 

With the spread of major settlements and urban life throughout the Near East by the 3rd millennium BC, the regions of 

Iran, Arabia, and the Gulf began to be affected by both regional trade and their own native social developments. While 

culturally these regions had many interactions with Mesopotamia, they also developed distinctively in their architecture, 

art, seals, and even writing. This week we look at these regions in light of the history of the Near East. We begin to see 

how the rise of the Elamites, cultures of Arabia, and interactions with Mesopotamia and beyond shaped the regions. 

Questions for this week include: In what ways does Elamite culture represent distinctive characteristics and similarities 

with Mesopotamian cultures? How did trade and imperial policies in Mesopotamia affect local Arabian and Persian Gulf 

cultures?  

 

Background 

Smith, A.T., Badalyan, R.S., Avetisyan, P. 2009. The Archaeology and Geography of Ancient Transcaucasian Societies, 

Volume 1: The Foundations of Research and Regional Survey in the Tsaghkahovit Plain, Armenia. The Oriental 

Institute Press 134. Chicago: University of Chicago. (Read parts about Early Bronze cultures, as this ties well with 

N. Iran). 

Crawford, H.E. W. 1998. Dilmun and its Gulf Neighbours. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Potts, D.T. 1999. The Archaeology of Elam: Formation and Transformation of an Ancient Iranian State. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

*Potts, D.T. (e.d.). 2012. A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. Pp. 596-606. 

Potts, T.F. 1993. Patters of trade in third-millennium BC Mesopotamia and Iran. World Archaeology 24(3):379-402. 

Weeks, L. 2003. Early Metallurgy of the Persian Gulf: Technology, Trade, and the Bronze Age World. Boston: Brill Press. 

 

Material Culture in Iran and Neighbouring Regions 

Amiran, R. 1965. Yanik Tepe, Shengavit, and the Khirbet Kerak Ware. Anatolian Studies 15:165-167. 

Crawford, R.H. 1975. Geoy Tepe 1903: Material in the collection of the Fitswilliam museum, Cambridge. Iranica 

Antiqua 11:1-28. 

*Dyson, R.H. 1987. The relative and absolute chronology of Hissar II and the Proto-Elamite Horizon of Northern Iran. 

In: O. Aurenche, J. Evin, and F. Hours (Eds.), Chronologies du Proche Orient, BAR International Series 379. 

Oxford. Pp. 647-78. 

Henrickson, R.C. 1986. A regional perspective on Godin III cultural development in Central Western Iran. Iran 24:1-55. 

Henrickson, R.C. 1986. Craft specialization and pottery production in Bronze Age Central Western Iran. In D. Kingery 

(Ed.), Technology and Style. Ceramics and Civilization 2. Columbus, Ohio. Pp. 53-85. 

Pigott, V. 1999. The development of metal production on the Iranian plateau, In: V.C. Pigott (ed.), The Archaeometallurgy 

of the Asian Old World. University Museum Monograph 88. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvanian. Pp. 73-

106. 

*Sagona, A.G. 1984. The Caucasian Region in the Early Bronze Age Part I-III. BAR International Series 214. Oxford. 

 

Sites in Iran 
Burney, C.A. 1961. Excavations at Yanik Tepe, Northwest Iran. Iraq 23:138-153. 

Burney, C.A. 1964.  The excavations at Yanik Tepe, Azerbaijan, 1962: Third preliminary report. Iraq 26:54-61. 

Carter, E. 1980. Excavations in Ville Royale I at Susa: The third millennium B.C. occupation. CDAFI 11:11-134. 

Gordon, D.H. 1951. The chronology of the third cultural period at Tepe Hissar. Iraq 13:39-62. 

*Henrickson, R.C. 1984. Godin Tepe, Godin III, and Central Western Iran c. 2600-1500 B.C. University of Toront PhD. 

dissertation. Toronto. 

*Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 1970. Excavations at Tepe Yahya, Iran, 1967-1969: Progress Report. Cambridge: American 

School of Prehistoric Research. 

*Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 1971. The Proto-Elamite settlement at Tepe YaṔyā. Iran 9:87-96. 

Schmidt, E.F. 1933. Tepe Hissar Excavations 1931. The Museum Journal 23:323-483. 

 

Material Culture in Arabia and Persian Gulf 

 

Blackman, J.M., Mery, S., Wright, R.P. 1989. Production and exchange of ceramics on the Oman Peninsula from the 

perspective of Hili. Journal of Field Archaeology 16(1):61-77. 

David, H. 1996. Styles and evolution: Soft stone vessels during the Bronze Age in the Oman Peninsula. Proceedings of 

the Seminar for Arabian Studies. Papers from the twenty-ninth meeting of the Seminar for Arabian Studies held in 

Cambridge, 20-22 July, 1995. Pp. 31-46. 

Laursen, S.T. Early Dilmun and its rulers: New evidence of the burial mounds of the elite and the development of social 
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complexity, c. 2200-1750 BC. Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 19(2):156-167. 

de Maigret, A. 1984. A Bronze Age for Southern Arabia. East and West 1/3:75-106. 

Newton, L.S. and Zarins, J. 2000. Aspects of Bronze Age art of southern Arabia: The pictorial landscape and its relation 

to economic and socio-political status. Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 11(2):154-179. 

Orchard, J. 1994. Third millennium oasis towns and environmental constraints on settlement in the al-Hajar region. Iraq 

56:63-100. 

*Potts, T.F. 2003. Tepe Yahya, Tell Abraq and the chronology of the Bampur sequence. Iranica Antiqua 38:1-24. 

Sax, M. Collon, D., Leese, M.N. 1993. The availability of raw materials for Near Eastern cylinder seals during the 

Akkadian, Post Akkadian, and Ur III periods. Iraq 55:77-90. 

 

Sites in Arabia and Persian Gulf 

 

Cleuziou, S. 1980. Three seasons at Hili: Toward a chronology and cultural history of the Oman Peninsula in the 3rd 

Millennium B.C. Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies. Archaeopress. Pp. 19-32. 

Eddisford, D. and Phillips, C. 2009. Kalba in the third millennium (Emirate of Sharjah, UAE). Proceedings of the 

Seminar for Arabian Studies 39:99-112. 

Frifelt, K. 1992. The Island of Umm-an-Nar Volume 1: Third Millennium Graves. Jutland Archaeological Society 

Publications. Aarhus: Aarhus University Press. 

*Frifelt, K. 1995. The Island of Umm-an-Nar Volume 1: Third Millennium Settlement. Jutland Archaeological Society 

Publications. Aarhus: Aarhus University Press. 

McCorriston, J. 2000. Early settlement in Hadramawt: preliminary report on prehistoric occupation at Shi'b Munayder. 

Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 11(2):129-153. 

Potts, D.T. 1991. Further Excavations at Tell Abraq: The Season of 1990. Copenhagen: Munksgaard.  

*Potts, D.T. 2000. Ancient Magan: The Secrets of Tell Abraq. London: Trident Press, Ltd. 

Wilkinson, T.J. 2003. The organization of settlement in highland Yemen during the Bronze and Iron Ages. Proceedings of 

the Seminar for Arabian Studies. Archaeopress. Pp. 157-168. 
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Session 10  

Variability in Early Bronze Age civilizations: the case of Anatolia 

 

Artefacts from Sakçagözü/Cobahöyük, Ahlatlibel, Büyük Güllücek, Alishar, Alacahöyük, Beycesultan    

 

Have archaeologists in the past viewed the origins of east Anatolian civilizations through a “Mesopotamia-centric” 

lens? What do site layouts tell us about central institutions and political organization in these cultures? Were early 

Anatolian central institutions similar to, or different from, those of Mesopotamia? Why do we know so little about early 

cities in central Anatolia?     

 

ESSENTIAL READING Follow instructions below (* - recommended, but you do not need to read them all ) 

 

Overview 

Sagona, A.G., Zimansky, P.E., 2009. Ancient Turkey. Routledge, London. Chapter 5.  

 

Eastern Anatolian civilization:  indigenous developments and Uruk contacts (read 1) 
*Ferioli, P. & Fiandra, E. 1983. Clay sealings from Arslantepe VIa: administration & bureaucracy. Origini 12:455-509. 

Frangipane, M., 1993, Local components in the development of centralized societies in Syro-Anatolian regions. Pp. 133-

161 in Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains (ed. by M. Frangipane et al.). Rome: Universita di Roma.(PR) 

DBA 100 PAL ; DBA 100 QTO PAL 

*Frangipane, M. 2000. The late Chalcolithic / EB I sequence at Arslantepe. In C. Marro  (ed) Chronologies des pays du 

Caucase et de l'Euphrate aux IVème et IIIème millénaires: Paris: Institut français d'études anatoliennes d'Istanbul 

DBA 100 QTO MAR 

*Frangipane, M. 2007. Different types of egalitarian societies and the development of inequality in early Mesopotamia. 

World Archaeology, 39(2): 151-176. 

*Frangipane, M. 2007. Red-black ware, pastoralism, trade and Anatolian-Transcaucasian interactions in the 4th-3rd 

millennium BC. In B. Lyonnet (Ed.), Les cultures du Caucase (VIème - IIIème millénaires avant notre ère). Leurs 

relations avec le Proche-Orient: Paris: CNRS Éditions. DAK 16 LYO 

Frangipane, M. 2001. Centralization processes in greater Mesopotamia. In M. S. Rothman (Ed.), Uruk Mesopotamia and 

its Neighbours: 307-348. Santa Fe: School of American Research. ISSUE DESK IOA ROT; 2  other copies 

Stein, G. & Wattenmaker, P. 1990. Comments on Algaze, "The Uruk Expansion". Current Anthropology, 31(1): 66-69. 

Stein, G. 2001. Indigenous social complexity at Hacinebi (Turkey) and the organization of Uruk cultural contact. In M. S. 

Rothman (Ed.), Uruk Mesopotamia and its Neighbours: 265-306. Santa Fe: School of American Research.(PR) 

*Stein, G. 2002. Colonies without colonialism: a trade diaspora model of fourth millennium B.C. Mesopotamian 

enclaves in Anatolia. In C. L. Lyons & J. K. Papadopoulos  (eds) The Archaeology of Colonialism: Los Angeles: 

Getty Research Institute. AH LYO 3 copies, 1 week 

Stein, G. 2005. The political economy of Mesopotamian colonial encounters. In G. Stein  (ed) The Archaeology of 

Colonial Encounters: 143-172. Santa Fe: School of American Research. 

*Trufelli, F. 1994. Standardization, mass production and potter's marks in the Late Chalcolithic pottery of Arslantepe 

(Malatya). Origini, 18: 245-288. 

 

After Uruk contact: East Anatolian EBA social-political structures (read 1) 
Carter, E. & Parker, A. 1995. Pots, people & the archaeology of death. In Archaeology of Death in the Ancient Near East 

(eds. S. Campbell & A. Green). Oxford, 96-116. DBA 100 CAM 

Conti, A. and Persiani, C., 1993, When worlds collide: cultural developments in eastern Anatolia in the Early Bronze 

Age. Pp. 361-414 in Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains (ed. M. Frangipane et al.). Rome. 

*Frangipane, M., 2001. New symbols of a new power in a 'royal' tomb from 3000 BC at Arslantepe (Malatya), Turkey. 

Paléorient 27, 105-139. 

Matney, T. (2002) Urban planning and the archaeology of society at Early Bronze Age Titriş Höyük. In D. C. Hopkins 

(ed.) Across the Anatolian Plateau. Boston: ASOR: 19-34. DBE Series ANN (PR) 

*Matney, T. and Algaze, G., 1995, Urban development at Titris Höyük in southeastern Anatolia. BASOR 299:33-54.(PR) 

Takaoglu, T. 2000. Hearth structures in the religious pattern of EBA northeast Anatolia. Anatolian Studies, 50: 11-16. 

 

Central Anatolian civilization: emergence, development, distinctiveness  (read 1) 
Cevik, T. 2007. Emergence of different social systems in EBA Anatolia. Anatolian Studies , 57: 131-140. 

Steadman, S., 1995. Prehistoric inter-regional interaction in Anatolia and the Balkans: an overview. BASOR 299:13-32. 

Yener, K.A. and Vandiver, P., 1993. Tin Processing at Göltepe, an Early Bronze Age site in Anatolia. American Journal 

of Archaeology 97:207-238. (main conclusions) 

*Zimmerman, T. & Yildirim, T. 2007. Land of plenty? New archaeometric insights into Central Anatolian Early Bronze 

Age metal consumption in funeral contexts (Antiquity online project gallery). Antiquity, 81(314). 
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Artefacts / Case Studies (read 1) 

 

Arik, R. & Türk, T. K. 1937. Les fouilles d'Alaca Höyük entreprises par la société d'histoire turque. Ankara. 

(illustrations – plans and artefacts) (SR) DBC 10 QTO ARI 

Goldman, H., 1956, Excavations at Gozlu Kule, Tarsus II: From the Neolithic Through the Bronze Age. Princeton: 

Princeton Univ. (SR) DBC 10 QTO TAR; STORES QTO DBC 10 TAR  

*Lloyd, S. and Mellaart, J., 1962, Beycesultan, Volume I: The Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age Levels. London: BIAA. 

(SR) ++ DBC 10 QTO LLO; STORE 04 

Osten, H. von der and Schmidt, E., 1937.  The Alishar Hüyük, Seasons of 1930-1932. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Oriental 

Institute. Look at plans and artifact illustrations for: Mound Levels 19-15M  (‘Chalcolithic’); 14-12M 

(‘Chalcolithic’); 11-10M (‘Copper Age’) ++ DBE 10 QTO ALI 

*Steadman, S., Ross, J., McMahon, G., & Gorny, R. L. 2008. Excavations on the north central plateau: the Chalcolithic 

and Early Bronze Age occupation at Çadirhöyük. Anatolian Studies, 58: 47-86. (read commentary on Alishar 

EBA chronology, pages 72-73; compare to Osten and Schmidt and the artefacts in handling session) (PR) 

 

Cyprus (read 1) 
Knapp, A.B. 2008. Prehistoric and protohistoric Cyprus: identity, insularity and connectivity.  Oxford, Oxford 

University Press.  

Bolger, D. R. 2003. Gender in Ancient Cyprus. Walnut Creek:Altamira. 

Keswani, P. 2006. Mortuary Ritual and Society in Bronze Age Cyprus. London: Equinox. 

Manning, S. & Swiny, S. 1994. Sotira Kaminoudhia and the chronology of the Early Bronze Age in Cyprus. Oxford 

Journal of Archaeology, 13(2): 149-172.(PR) 

*Peltenburg, E. 1996. From isolation to state formation in Cyprus. In The Development of the Cypriot Economy from the 

Prehistoric Period to the Present Day. Nicosia, pp. 17-43. TC 1635 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FURTHER READING and SITES 

 

Overviews 

Joukowsky, M. 1996. Early Turkey. Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall/Hunt. Chapter 5.  

Mellaart, J.  1966. The Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Ages in the Near East and Anatolia.  Beirut: Khayats. 

Sagona, A.G., Zimansky, P.E., 2009. Ancient Turkey. Routledge, London. Chapter 5.  
 

Eastern Anatolia 

Late Chalcolithic Phases 3-5,  3650-3100 BC:  Arslantepe VII-VI,  Hacinebi A-B, Hassek, Amuq F, Soshöyük V, Kuruçay 4-6, Ilipinar, 

Çadirhöyük, Elmali-Karatas, Beycesultan;  EBA:  Arslantepe, Norsuntepe, Kurbanhöyük, Hassek, Titris, Oylum, Pulur 

Algaze, G., et al. 1996. Late EBA urban structure at Titrishöyük, SE Turkey: the 1995 Season. Anatolica 22:129-144.(PR) 
Algaze, G., et al. 1990. Town and Country in Southeastern Anatolia, Volume II: The Stratigraphic Sequence at Kurban Höyük. Chicago: Oriental 

Institute Publication 110, University of Chicago Press.(SR) 

Behm-Blanke, M., 1984. Hassek Höyük: Vorläufiger Bericht über die Ausgrabungen 1981-1983. Istanbuler Mitteilungen 34:31-65.(PR) 
Braidwood, R. & Braidwood, L. 1960. Excavations in the Plain of Antioch I. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago.  (SR)  (Phases F-I) (SR) 

Caneva, I., 1993. From Chalcolithic to Early Bronze Age III at Arslantepe: a lithic perspective. Pp. 319-340 in Between the Rivers and Over the 

Mountains (ed. by M. Frangipane et al.). Rome: Univ. of Rome, La Sapienza. 
Frangipane, M., 1994, Arslantepe-Malatya, 1993 Season. Pp. 165-176 Kazi Sonuclari Toplantisi I (Proceedings Annual Symposium, Ankara) . (PR) 

Frangipane, M. and Palmieri, A. 1987, Urbanization in perimesopotamian areas: the case of Eastern Anatolia. Pp. 295-318 in Studies in the Neolithic 

and Urban Revolutions (ed. by L. Manzanilla). Oxford: BAR Int. Ser. 349. 
Hauptmann, H., 1982. Norsuntepe Kazilari 1974. Keban Project 1974-1975: Keban Project Publications Series I No. 7 1(7):15-70. (SR) 

Hoh, M., 1984.  Die Keramik von Hassek Höyük. Istanbuler Mitteilungen 34:66-91. (PR) 

Kosay, H., 1976.  Keban Project Pulur Excavations 1968-70. Ankara: Keban Project Publications, Middle East Technical University. (SR) 
Laneri, N., Pfälzner, P., Valentini, S. 2012. Looking north: the socioeconomic dynamics of northern Mesopotamian and Anatolian regions during the 

late third and early second millennium BC.  Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.  

Ozgen, E. and Carter, E., 1990.  Oylum Höyük: A Brief Account of Investigations Conducted in 1987 and 1989. Anatolica 16:21-29.(PR) 
Palmieri, A., 1985.  Eastern Anatolia and Early Mesopotamian Urbanization. Pp. 191-213 in Studi di Paletnologia in Onore di Salvatore M. Puglisi (ed. 

by M. Liverani, A. Palmieri, R. Peroni). Rome: La Sapienza. 

Palmieri, A., Sertok, K., Chernykh, E., 1993.  From Arslantepe metalwork to arsenical copper technology in eastern Anatolia. Pp. 573-600 in Between 
the Rivers and Over the Mountains (ed. by M. Frangipane et al.). Rome: Univ. of Rome, La Sapienza. 

Sasson, J. (ed.) 1995. Civilizations of the Ancient Near East. New York: Scribners. Vol. IV: 2639-2660: Vol. III: 1519-1521.  

 

Central and Western Anatolia   

Late Chalcolithic Phases 3-5,  3650-3100 BC:  Soshöyük V, Kuruçay 4-6, Ilipinar, Çadirhöyük, Elmali-Karatas, Beycesultan; 

EBA: Tarsus, Göltepe, Kestel, Alacahöyük, Alishar, Demircihöyük, Elmali-Karatas, Karatas-Semayuk, Büyük Güllücek, Yortan, Resuloglu 

Duru, R.. 1996. Kuruçay Höyük. Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi. (SR) 

Eslick, C. 1992. Elmali-Karatas I: the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods. Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania: Bryn Mayr College. (SR) 

Gerber, C. 2006. Zur Stratigraphie der Fürstengräber von Alaca Höyük: Neue Einsichten in ein altes Problem. In B. Avunç (Ed.), Studies in Honor of 
Hayat Erkanal: Cultural Reflections: 379-388. Istanbul: Homer Kitabevi. 

Kamil, T. 1982.  Yortan Cemetery in the Early Bronze Age of western Anatolia  Oxford: BAR International Series 145. (SR) 

Korfmann, M., 1983, Demircihüyük Volumes 1-5. Mainz am Rhein: Verlag Philipp von Zabern.(SR) 
Kosay, H., 1951, Alaca Höyük Kazisi 1937-1939. Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlarindan V Seri No. 5.(SR) 

Kosay, H., 1957, Alaca Höyük. Ankara: Turkish Press.(SR) 

Kosay, H. and Akok, M., 1957, Ausgrabungen von Buyuk Gullucek. Ankara: Turk Tarih Yayinlarindan. (SR) 
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Kosay, H. and Akok, M., 1966, Alaca Höyük Kazisi 1940-1948. Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlarindan V Seri No. 6. (SR) 

Kosay, H. and Akok, M., 1973, Alaca Höyük Kazisi 1963-1967. Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlarindan V Seri No. 28. (SR) 

Mansfield, G. 2001. Die 'Königsgräber' von Alaca Höyük und ihre Beziehungen nach Kaukasien. Archäologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan, 33: 

19-61. 

Matthews, R. (ed.) 1998. Ancient Anatolia. London: BIAA Mellaart (Beycesultan). DBC 100 MAT 

Mellink, M., 1967, Excavations at Karatas-Semayük in Lycia 1966. American Journal of Archaeology 71:251-267. (PR) 
Roodenberg, J. J. 1995. The Ilipinar excavations I: five seasons of fieldwork in NW Anatolia, 1987-91. Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch 

Instituut te Istanbul. DBC 10 ROO (SR) 

Roodenberg, J. J. & Thissen, L. C. 2001. The Ilipinar excavations II. Leiden: Nederlands Instituut voor het Nabije Oosten. (SR) 
Sherratt, A. 1993. What would a Bronze Age world system look like? Journal of European Archaeology, 1(2): 1-58. 

Steadman, S., 1994.  Prehistoric sites on the Cilician coastal plain: Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age pottery from the 1991 Bilkent University Survey. 

Anatolian Studies 44:85-104. 
Steadman, S.,et al.  2007. The Late Chalcolithic at Çadirhöyük in central Anatolia. Journal of Field Archaeology, 32(4): 385-406. (PR) 

Thissen, L. 1993. New insights in Balkan-Anatolian connections in the Late Chalcolithic. Anatolian Studies, 43: 207-237. 

University Museum, University of Pennsylvania.  1981. Gordion excavations, 1950-1973: final reports. Philadelphia. (SR) 
Warner, J. L. 1979. The megaron & the apsidal house in EBA western Anatolia: new evidence from Karatas. American Journal of Archaeology, 83(2). 

Warner, J. L. 1994.  Elmali-Karatas II: the early Bronze Age village of Karataş.  Bryn Mawr: Bryn Mawr College. (SR) 

Yakar, J. 1985.  The later prehistory of Anatolia: the late Chalcolithic and early Bronze Age. Oxford: BAR International Series 285. 
Yener, K.A., et al. 1989.  Kestel: an Early Bronze Age source of tin ore in the Taurus Mountains, Turkey. Science 244:200-203. (PR) 

Yener, K. A. 2000. The Domestication of Metals. Leiden: Brill. DBC 100 YEN (SR) 

Yildirim, T. 2006. An Early Bronze Age Cemetery at Resuloglu, near Ugurludag, Çorum. Anatolia Antiqua, 14: 1-14. (PR) 
 

Cyprus 

Bolger, D. R. 2003. Gender in Ancient Cyprus: Narratives of Social Change on a Mediterranean Island. Walnut Creek:Altamira. 
Given, M. & Knapp, A. B. 2003. The Sydney Cyprus Survey Project. Los Angeles: Cotsen Institute of Archaeology at UCLA.(SR) 

Keswani, P. 2006. Mortuary Ritual and Society in Bronze Age Cyprus. London: Monographs in Mediterranean Archaeology, Equinox. 
Knapp, A.B. 2008. Prehistoric and protohistoric Cyprus: identity, insularity and connectivity.  Oxford, Oxford University Press.  

Manning, S. & Swiny, S. 1994. Sotira Kaminoudhia and the chronology of the Early Bronze Age in Cyprus. Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 13(2): 

149-172. (PR) 
Peltenburg, E. J. & Betts, A. V. G. 1991. A ceremonial area at Kissonerga. Goteborg: Astrom. (SR) 

Swiny, S., Rapp, G. R., & Herscher, E. 2003. Sotira Kaminoudhia: An Early Bronze Age Site in Cyprus. Boston: ASOR. (SR) 
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ASSESSMENTS.  For due dates, see schedule. If an assignment is unclear to you,  see the Course Co-ordinator.  

Students may not re-write and re-submit essays in order to improve marks.  However, students may be permitted, 

in advance of the deadline for a given assignment, to submit for comment a brief outline of the assignment.   

 

Essay 1:  Book Review (1,900-2,100 words) (50%)  

Select one book from suggestions shown below and write a review of it.  This should a professional book review, as if for 

a journal (see choices below). The readership would therefore be knowledgeable professionals in Near Eastern 

archaeology. The emphasis is on critique & assessment of how the work contributes to, or fits in with, recent related 

research (as revealed by other recent works).  For example:  if you are reviewing something published in 1995, you want 

to discuss in what ways later publications render the book out of date.  Consider methods of excavation;  how the results 

change the overall picture of the period or problem; whether the data contradict or agree with other recent evidence. You 

are trying to critique the intellectual substance of the work in the context of the current state of research, with emphasis 

on methods of research/analysis and quality of data.  Do not waste space on critiques of book formats, illustration quality, 

etc.  For examples of reviews, see major journals.  Include  criticism of problem orientation, aims, methods (how well do 

they fit the aims?), data analysis, results, interpretations; discuss the strongest or best chapter. 

 

Choose one of the following journals:  Paleorient; Near Eastern Archaeology.  

Assume you have been asked to review a book for the journal.    

 

IMPORTANT POINT:  

You may find that someone has already published a review of the book you are reviewing.  You do not need others’ 

reviews to complete this assignment successfully.  You should write your own review based on your own 

engagement with the book and with the wider literature.  However, if you do read such a review, you will need to 

include it in your bibliography and you will need to “review the review” as well as the book itself.  In short, you 

will need to point out explicitly where you agree with or differ from the previous reviewer, stating why, and 

backing this up with specifics and details.   Take extreme care to present this backup, so that you do not 

inadvertently present another reviewer’s comments or opinions as your own.   

 

1A   LEVANT/ ANATOLIA / CYPRUS 

Bar-Yosef, O., Goring-Morris, A. N., & Gopher, A. 2010.  Gilgal: Early Neolithic Occupations in the Lower Jordan 

Valley. Oxford: Oxbow. DBE 10 BAR 

Byrd, B. F. 2005. Early Village Life at Beidha, Jordan: Neolithic Spatial Organization and Vernacular Architecture. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press and the Council for British Research in the Levant. 

French, D. H. 1998. Canhasan I: stratigraphy and stuctures. London: British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara. 

Garfinkel, Y. & Miller, M. A. 2002. Sha'ar ha-Golan: Neolithic Art in Context. Oxford: Oxbow. 

Garfinkel, Yosef and Dag, D. Neolithic Ashkelon.  2008. Jerusalem, Qedem 47, Monographs of the Institute of 

Archaeology, Hebrew University of Jerusalem. DBE SERIES QED 47 

Hodder, I. ed. 2005. Excavating Çatalhöyük: South, North and KOPAL Area Reports from the 1995-1999 Seasons. 

Cambridge and London: Monographs of the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of 

Cambridge; British Institute for Archaeology at Ankara. 

Le Brun, A. 1994. Fouilles récentes à Khirokitia (Chypre), 1988-1991. Paris : Editions Recherche sur les civilisations. 

___________ 

Eisenberg A., Gopher, A., & Greenberg, R. 2001. Tel Te'o: A Neolithic, Chalcolithic, and Early Bronze Age Site in the 

Hula Valley. Jerusalem: Israel Antiquities Authority Report No. 13.  DBE 10 EIS 

Epstein, C. 2001. The Chalcolithic Culture of the Golan. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society.  DBE 10 EPS 

Gilead, I. 1995. Grar: a Chalcolithic site in the northern Negev. Beersheva: Ben-Gurion University.  DBE 10 GIL 

Gopher, A., Tsuk, T., & Carmi, I. 1996. The Nahal Qanah cave: earliest gold in the Southern Levant. Tel Aviv: Institute 

of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University Publications Section. DBE 10 GOP 

Levy, T. E. 2006. Archaeology, Anthropology and Cult: The Sanctuary at Gilat, Israel. London: Equinox. 

Roodenberg, J. J. & Thissen, L. C. 2001. The Ilipinar excavations II. Leiden: Nederlands Instituut voor het Nabije 

Oosten. 

___________ 

Amiran, R. 2003. Early Arad: the Chalcolithic settlement and Early Bronze IB settlements and the Early Bronze II city : 

architecture and town planning. Volume 2. Jerusalem: The Israel Museum, Israel Exploration Society. 

Finkelstein, I. & et al. 2006. Megiddo IV: The 1998-2002 Seasons. Tel Aviv: Yass Publications. 

Getzov, Nimrod. The Tel Bet Yerah excavations 1994-1995.  2006. Jerusalem, Israel Antiquities Authority. DBE 10 GRE 

Gophna, R., Gazit, D., & Ben Tor, A. 1995. Excavations at 'En Besor. Tel Aviv: Ramot Pub. House, Tel Aviv 

University.  

Greenberg, Raphael, Eisenberg, E., Paz, S., and Paz, Y.  2006. Bet Yerah: The Early Bronze Age Mound. Volume I. 

Excavation Reports 1933-1986.  Jerusalem, Israel Antiquities Authority. DBE 10 GRE 

Ortner, D. J. & Frohlich, B. 2008. The Early Bronze Age I Tombs and Burials of Bab edh-Dhra', Jordan. Lanham, 
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Maryland: Altamira Press.  DBE 10 ORT 

Osten, H. H. v. d., Schmidt, E. F., & Newell, E. T. 1930. The Alishar hüyük. Chicago, Ill: The University of Chicago 

Press. 

Rast, W. E. & Schaub, R. T. 2003. Bab edh-Dhra: Excavations at the Town Site. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. DBE 10 

RAS 

Rosen, S. A. 2011. An investigation into early desert pastoralism: excavations at the Camel Site, Negev. Los Angeles: 

Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, Monograph 69. DBE 10 ROS 

Schaub, R. T. & Rast, W. E. 1989. Bab edh-Dhra': excavations in the cemetery directed by Paul W. Lapp (1965-1967). 

Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns. DBE 10 SCH 

 

1B  MESOPOTAMIA / IRAN/ GULF 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G., 1996. Tell Sabi Abyad, the late Neolithic settlement. Istanbul: Nederlands Historisch-

Archaeologisch Instituut te Istanbul. 

Moore, A. 2000. Village on the Euphrates: From Foraging to Farming at Abu Hureyra. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. 

Solecki, R. S., Solecki, R. L., & Agelarakis, A. P. 2004. The proto-neolithic cemetery in Shanidar Cave. College Station: 

Texas A&M University Press. 

Verhoeven, M. & Akkermans, P. M. M. G. 2000. Tell Sabi Abyad II: the pre-pottery Neolithic B settlement. 

Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch Instituut te Istanbul. 

___________ 

Hijara, I. 1997. The Halaf Period in Northern Mesopotamia. Nabu: London. 

Nishiaki, Y. & Matsutani, T. 2001. Tell Kosak Shamali : the archaeological investigations on the Upper Euphrates, 

Syria. Vol. 1, Chalcolithic architecture and the earlier prehistoric remains. Tokyo: University Museum, 

University of Tokyo. 

Safar, F., Mustafa, M.A., Lloyd, S. 1981. Eridu, Iraq: Ministry of Culture and Information, State Organization of 

Antiquites and Heritage. 

___________ 

Adams, R. M. 1981. Heartland of Cities. Chicago: University of Chicago. 

Alizadeh, A. 2003. Excavations at the Prehistoric Mound of Chogha Bonut, Khuzestan, Iran, Seasons 1976/77, 1977/78, 

and 1996. Oriental Institute Publications 120. Chicago. 

Alizedah, A. 2008. The Development of a Prehistoric Regional Center in Lowland Susiana, Southwestern Iran. Oriental 

Institute Publications 130. Chicago. 

Frankfort, H. 1933. Tell Asmar, Khafaje and Khorsabad: Second Preliminary Report of the Iraq Expedition. Oriental 

Institute Publication 16. Chicago. 

Kantor , H., Delougaz, P. 1996. Chogha Mish, Volume 1, Text: The First Five Seasons, 1961-1971. Oriental Institute 

Publication 101. University of Chicago. 

Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 1970. Excavations at Tepe Yahya, Iran, 1967-1969: Progress Report. Cambridge: American 

School of Prehistoric Research. 

Mallowan, M.E.L. 1947. Excavations at Brak and Chagar Bazar. Iraq 9:1-259. 

McMahon, A. 2006. The Early Dynastic to Akkadian Transition: The Area WF Sounding at Nippur. Oriental Institute 

Publications 129. Chicago. 

Oates, D. and Oates, J., McDonald, H. 2002. Excavations at Tell Brak - Vol. 2: Nagar in the Third Millennium BC. 

British School of Archaeology in Iraq: London. 

Oates, D. and Oates, J. 2009. Excavations at Tell Brak, Vol. 3: The Uruk and Ubaid Periods. McDonald Institute for 

Archaeological Research: Cambridge. 

Potts, D. T., Lamberg-Karlovsky, C. C., Pittman, H., & Kohl, P. L. 2001. Excavations at Tepe Yahya, Iran, 1967-1975 

the third millennium. Cambridge, Mass: Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard University. 

Rothman, M. 2001. Tepe Gawra: The Evolution of a Small Prehistoric Center in Northern Iraq. Philadelphia: University 

Museum Publications. 

Strommenger, E. 1980. Habuba Kabira: Eine Stadt vor 5000 Jahren. Ausgrabungen der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft 

am Euphrat in Habuba Kabira, Syrien (Sendschrift der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft). von Zabern. 

Wilkinson, T.J. and Tucker, D.J. 1995. Settlement Development in North Jazira, Iraq: A Study of the Archaeological 

Landscape. Aris & Phillips: Warminister. 

Woolley, L. 1934.  Ur Excavation, Volume 2: The Royal Cemetery- Text and Plates. The Joint Expedition of the British 

Museum and The Museum of the University of Pennsylvania to Mesopotamia.  

___________ 

Frifelt, K. 1992. The Island of Umm-an-Nar Volume 1: Third Millennium Settlement. Jutland Archaeological Society 

Publications. Aarhus: Aarhus University Press. 

Masry, A.H. 1997. Prehistory in Northeastern Arabia: The Problem of Interregional Interaction. 2nd edition. Kegan Paul 

International: London and New York (NY). 

Potts, D.T. 2000. Ancient Magan: The Secrets of Tell Abraq. London: Trident Press, Ltd. 
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Essay 2: Research Essay (1,900-2,100 words) (50%)  

 

The research essay should be an attempt to write an original, short, publishable paper, as if for a journal.   

 

Choose one of the following journals,  find its website, download and print out the main guidelines for authors.  Check 

what has been published  in that journal in the past 10 years, to get a sense of the range of subjects; the audience; the 

scope.  Try to follow the guidelines for authors, in preparing the manuscript.  However, keep in mind that your time 

should be devoted to substantive argument, not formatting.  You will not be penalized if your tables, figures, reference 

formats do not conform to the journal’s guidelines.  Include a short abstract (200 words or less).  

 

Journals to choose from:  

Antiquity, World Archaeology, American Journal of Archaeology, Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 

 

Be sure to state which journal you have chosen on the first page of the essay, eg after stating your title, add “(For possible 

submission to Antiquity)”  

 

Choose a topic that interests you and see the course coordinator to discuss it.  Be sure that the topic you choose does not 

involve any overlap with what you have written about in Book Reviews (or any other essay for any course).  The paper 

should address what you believe to be a genuine gap in research (and not only the research published in the journal you 

choose).  You should state what this gap is near the beginning of the paper.  It is important that the paper not be purely 

descriptive. It should be analytical and make a sustained argument, backed up by evidence. For examples, see readings in 

this reading list.  Part of the assessment will be on how well you formulate your research question. Research questions 

should not be too basic, too limited or narrow in scope, or based on unexamined or simplistic theoretical assumptions.   

The essay should support or refute a position.  You should address a research question; decide what your position is; and 

defend your views on the basis on the evidence.   

 

In addressing the topic, your goal is to find artefacts or primary data to work with directly (e.g., in IoA collections or in 

museums).   

 

State the research design at the beginning (in introductory paragraphs), as follows:  

 

The research problems/questions  

The data you have chosen in order to address them  

A discussion/defense of why you chose those data (For example:   scope, type of data, quality of data, sampling 

problems, some things are published & others aren’t, etc.) 

The methodology you will use in order to address the problem. For example: comparisons of certain units such as 

features, architecture, sites, regions; what exactly you plan to compare (e.g., site sizes, grave goods, etc.); a 

defense of that methodology (i.e., why your approach is valid).  

 

Then move on to the analysis.   

 

Be sure to include both figures and tables, some of which should present primary data showing patterning that you 

identify and discuss in the text.   

 

Note: it is reasonable to look at some sites in more depth than others, but when using in-depth case studies, you should 

make it clear that you have not ignored other sites & you should defend your choices of case studies and why you are 

limiting your scope. Wherever possible emphasize the most recent research.  Wherever possible be specific as regards 

data, references (use page numbers) and so on.  

 

Don’t just write a description / critique of what other people say. You are trying to go further into your own creative & 

original analysis.   Get into details of the evidence & its problems or possibilities. Do not confine yourself only to general 

theory or broad interpretation.   Use concrete, specific, detailed examples in the archaeological record to highlight your 

argument.  
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APPENDIX A: POLICIES AND PROCEDURES (PLEASE READ CAREFULLY) 

 

RESOURCES 

MOODLE. This course makes use of Moodle. Please ensure you are signed up to the course on Moodle.  The Moodle access code is 

ARCLG269. For help, contact Charlotte Frearson in room G4 (c.frearson@ucl.ac.uk). 

LIBRARIES AND OTHER RESOURCES. The Institute of Archaeology library; UCL’s other libraries. Other useful libraries: the 

British Museum, the Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF), SOAS, Senate House; the British Library. A letter is required to use 

some of these. Note: the PEF is inexpensive to join  and has a superb library: see http://www.pef.org.uk/.. 

ONLINE READING LISTS.  Whilst online reading lists are desirable, not all courses in the Institute have them; the Library 

prioritises Core Courses and courses with large enrolments.  We are in the process of expanding online reading lists, but this 

will take time.  Meanwhile, readings in most journals are available online via the Library website. Books with essential 

readings should be available on short loan behind the Issue Desk. Please plan your time; do not wait until the last minute to 

access readings.  For further help,  contact the Course Coordinator.  

 

GENERAL MATTERS 

ATTENDANCE. A minimum attendance of 70% is required, except in case of illness or other adverse circumstances which are 

supported by medical certificates or other documentation.  A register will be taken at each class.  If you are unable to attend a 

class, please notify the lecturer by email.   Departments are required to report each student’s attendance to UCL Registry at 

frequent intervals throughout each term.    

INFORMATION FOR INTERCOLLEGIATE/INTERDEPARTMENTAL STUDENTS.  Students enrolled in Departments 

outside the Institute should collect hard copy of the Institute’s coursework guidelines from Judy Medrington’s office (411A). 

DYSLEXIA.  If you have dyslexia or any other disability, please discuss with your lecturers whether there is any way in which they 

can help you.  Students with dyslexia are reminded to indicate it on each coursework cover sheet. 

FEEDBACK. To make courses effective, we welcome feedback from students.  All students will be asked to give their views on an 

anonymous questionnaire circulated at one of the last sessions.  These questionnaires are taken seriously and help Course Co-

ordinators to develop courses.  Summarised responses are considered by the Institute's Staff-Student Consultative Committee, 

Teaching Committee and by the Faculty Teaching Committee.  If students are concerned about any aspect of this course, we 

hope they will feel able to talk to the Course Co-ordinator; alternatively,   they should consult their Personal Tutor, the 

Academic Administrator (Judy Medrington), or the Chair of Teaching Committee (Dr. Karen Wright). 

HEALTH AND SAFETY.  UCL and the Institute have Health and Safety policies and a code of practice for laboratory work, etc.  

This is revised annually.   Students have a duty to be aware of these guidelines and to adhere to them at all times.  This is 

particularly important in the context of laboratory/field/placement work. 

 

COURSEWORK 

For all Institute coursework guidelines see http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook.   

SUBMISSION PROCEDURES. Students must submit a hardcopy of coursework to the Co-ordinator's pigeon-hole via the Red Essay 

Box at Reception by the stated deadlines.  Coursework must be stapled to a completed coversheet (available from the IoA 

website, from outside Room 411A, or in Library).  Do not use plastic covers, folders, paper-clips, etc.  Students should put 

their Candidate Number on all coursework. This is a 5 digit alphanumeric code  and can be found on Portico:   it is different 

from the Student Number/ ID.  Please also put the Candidate Number and course code on each page of the coursework.  It is 

also essential that students put their Candidate Number at the start of the title line on Turnitin, followed by the short title of the 

coursework (example: YBPR6 Funerary practices).   

LATE SUBMISSION: Late submission is penalized in accordance with UCL regulations, unless prior permission for late submission 

has been granted and an Extension Request Form (ERF) completed.  For more information on late submission penalties, see 

the IoA website (Coursework Guidelines) and the MA/MSc handbook.  For details see: 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook/submission. UCL PENALTIES FOR LATE 

SUBMISSION OF COURSEWORK. UCL Academic Regulations, Paragraph 3.1.6 Late Submission of Coursework. Where 

coursework is not submitted by a published deadline, the following penalties will apply: (i) A penalty of 5 percentage marks 

should be applied to coursework submitted the calendar day after the deadline (calendar day 1).  (ii) A penalty of 15 percentage 

marks should be applied to coursework submitted on calendar day 2 after the deadline through to calendar day 7.  (iii) A mark 

of zero should be recorded for coursework submitted on calendar day 8 after the deadline through to the end of the second 

week of third term. Nevertheless, the assessment will be considered to be complete provided the coursework contains material 

than can be assessed. (iv) Coursework submitted after the end of the second week of third term will not be marked and the 

assessment will be incomplete. (vii) Where there are extenuating circumstances that have been recognised by the Board of 

Examiners or its representative, these penalties will not apply until the agreed extension period has been exceeded. (viii) In the 

case of coursework that is submitted late and is also over length, only the lateness penalty will apply.  

TURNITIN: Date-stamping is via Turnitin, so in addition to submitting hard copy, students must also submit their work to Turnitin by 

midnight on the deadline day (hardcopy is due the following day – see schedule).   The Turnitin Class ID is  611900.  The 

Class Enrolment Password is  IoA1213    For more information, see 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook/turnitin,. Instructions on how to upload to Turnitin can be 

found there and are also reproduced below.  If you have questions, contact ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk.   If you encounter technical 

problems submitting work to Turnitin, send an email to ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk  before the deadline, so that Turnitin Advisers 

can notify the Course Co-ordinator.  If there is a crisis on submission day, email the Course Co-ordinator and follow up with a 

completed ERF.  HOW TO UPLOAD YOUR WORK TO TURNITIN. Turnitin uses the term ‘class’ for what we call a 

‘course’.  1. Ensure that your item of coursework has been saved properly; that you have  the Class ID  and enrolment 

password (this is IoA1314 for all courses this session. 2. Click on http://www.submit.ac.uk  (NB not www.turnitin.com, which 

is the US site) or copy this URL into your favourite web browser.  3. Click on ‘Create account.’  4. Select your category as 

‘Student.’   5. Create an account using your UCL email address.  You will be asked to specify a new password for your account 

mailto:c.frearson@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.pef.org.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook/submission
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook/turnitin
mailto:ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.submit.ac.uk/
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- do not use your UCL password or the enrolment password, but invent one of your own (Turnitin will permanently associate 

this with your account, so you will not have to change it every 3 months, unlike your UCL password).  You will be asked for a 

“Class ID” and a “Class enrollment password” (see point 1 above).  6. Once you have created an account, log in at 

http://www.submit.ac.uk and enrol for your other classes without going through the new user process again. Simply click on 

‘Enroll in a class’. Make sure you have all relevant “class IDs” at hand.  7.  Click on the course to which you wish to submit 

your work.  8. Click on the correct assignment (e.g. Essay 1).  9. Double-check that you are in the correct course and 

assignment and then click ‘Submit.’  10. Attach document as a “Single file upload.”  11. Enter your name (the examiner will 

not be able to see this).  12. Fill in the “Submission title” field with the right details: It is essential that the first word in the title 

is your examination candidate number (e.g. YGBR8 In what sense can culture be said to evolve?), and not your name.  13. 

Click “Upload”. When upload is finished, you will see a text-only version of your submission.  14. Click on “Submit.”  If you 

have problems, please email the Turnitin Advisers on ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk, explaining the nature of the problem and the 

exact course and assignment involved.  One of the Turnitin Advisers will normally respond within 24 hours, Monday-Friday 

during term.  Please be sure to email the Turnitin Advisers if technical problems prevent you from uploading work in time to 

meet a submission deadline - even if you do not obtain an immediate response from one of the Advisers they will be able to 

notify the relevant Course Co-ordinator that you attempted to submit the work before the deadline. 

RETURN OF MARKED COURSEWORK TO STUDENTS (AND THEN BACK TO CO-ORDINATOR). You can expect to 

receive your marked coursework within four calendar weeks of the submission deadline.  If you do not receive your work 

within this period, or a written explanation,  notify the academic administrator.  When your marked essay is returned to you,  

return it to the Course Co-ordinator within two weeks.   To discuss the essay  with the Co-ordinator,  please contact her to 

make an appointment.   You must retain a copy  (this can be electronic) of all coursework submitted.  The marking criteria for 

all Institute assessments can be downloaded from the IoA website.  If you have dyslexia or any other disability, please make 

your lecturers aware of this.   Please discuss with your lecturers whether there is any way in which they can help you.    

Students with dyslexia are reminded to indicate this on each piece of coursework.  KEEPING COPIES OF 

COURSEWORK. You must retain a copy (this can be electronic) of all coursework submitted.  When your marked essay is 

returned to you, you should return it to the marker within two weeks. 

WORD LENGTH. Not included in the word count are the bibliography, appendices, tables, graphs, captions to figures, tables, graphs.  

You must indicate word length (minus exclusions) on the cover sheet. UCL PENALTIES FOR EXCEEDING WORD-

LENGTH OF COURSEWORK. Strict new regulations with regard to word-length were introduced UCL-wide with effect 

from 2013:   UCL Academic Regulations, Paragraph 3.1.7 Penalties for Over-length Coursework: For submitted coursework, 

where a maximum length has been specified, the following procedure will apply:  (i) The length of coursework will normally 

be specified in terms of a word count; (ii) Assessed work should not exceed the prescribed length. (iii) For work that exceeds 

the specified maximum length by less than10% the mark will be reduced by ten percentage marks; but the penalised mark will 

not be reduced below the pass mark, assuming the work merited a pass.  (iv) For work that exceeds the specified maximum 

length by 10% or more, a mark of zero will be recorded. (v) In the case of coursework that is submitted late and is also 

overlength, the lateness penalty will have precedence. The following   should not be included in the word-count:  title page, 

contents pages, lists of figure and tables, abstract, preface, acknowledgements, bibliography, captions and contents of tables 

and figures, appendices, and wording of citations.   

CITING OF SOURCES and AVOIDING PLAGIARISM. READ CAREFULLY: Coursework must be expressed in your own 

words, citing the exact source (author, date and page number; website address if applicable) of any ideas, information, 

diagrams, etc., that are taken from the work of others.  This applies to all media (books, articles, websites, images, figures, 

etc.).  Any direct quotations from the work of others must be indicated as such by being placed between quotation marks.  

When reading, take notes in your own words.  If  English  is not your first language,  take extra care to do this. Flaws in writing 

of English are far less problematic than any writing that adheres too closely to the phrasing of others.  Plagiarism is a very 

serious irregularity, which can carry heavy penalties.   It is your responsibility to abide by requirements for presentation, 

referencing and avoidance of plagiarism.  Read carefully the UCL Guidelines on plagiarism (UCL website); also 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/administration/students/handbook.  Make sure you understand definitions of plagiarism and 

the procedures and penalties.  AVOIDING PLAGIARISM.    “Plagiarism” means presenting any material in a way that 

allows the reader to believe that it is the work of the author he or she is reading, when it is in fact the creation of another 

person. Plagiarism is theft of intellectual property. In UCL  regulations, all detected plagiarism is penalized and noted on the 

student’s record, irrespective of whether the plagiarism is committed knowingly or unintentionally. An allegation of plagiarism 

may have serious consequences. Penalties may include failing a course or a whole degree.  Avoiding plagiarism should start at 

the stage of taking notes. In your notes, it should be wholly clear what is taken directly from a source, what is a paraphrase of 

the content of a source and what is your own synthesis or original thought. Make sure you include sources and relevant page 

numbers in your notes. When writing an essay any words and special meanings, any special phrases, any clauses or sentences 

taken directly from a source must be enclosed in inverted commas and followed by a reference to the source in brackets. It is 

not generally necessary to use direct quotations except when comparing particular terms or phrases used by different authors. 

Similarly, all figures and tables taken from sources must have their origin acknowledged in the caption. Captions do not 

contribute to any maximum word lengths.  Paraphrased information taken from a source must be followed by a reference to the 

source. If a paragraph contains information from several sources, it must be made clear what information comes from where: a 

list of sources at the end of the paragraph is not sufficient. Cite sources of information fully, including page numbers; citations 

in the text do not contribute to maximum word count.  To guard further against inadvertent plagiarism, write a plan of your 

coursework answer and write the coursework primarily on the basis of your plan, only referring to sources or notes when you 

need to check something specific such as a page number for a citation.  COLLUSION, except where required, is also an 

examination offence. While discussing topics and questions with fellow students is one of the benefits of learning in a 

university environment, you should always plan and write your coursework answers entirely independently.  
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