


[bookmark: _GoBack]PhD Studentship in commercial ethnography for the ‘Adaptable Suburbs’ research project
Adaptable Suburbs: a study of the relationship between networks of human activity and the changing form of urban and suburban centres through time
Following the award of a grant from the EPSRC, the Adaptable Suburbs project is advertising a PhD studentship, as follows: 
UCL Department / Division: Department of Anthropology, Bartlett School of Graduate Studies
Duration of Studentship: 3 Years
Stipend: Stipend of £15,000 per annum, subject to nationality and residence status
Vacancy Information: The UCL ‘Adaptable Suburbs' project (see www.ucl.ac.uk/adaptablesuburbs/) invites applications for one 3 year fully-funded EPSRC studentship at University College London commencing 1st December 2011 (or soon after). The scholarship is for a bursary and tuition fees. The student will be joining a team of researchers and two other PhD studentships from the disciplines of built environment, anthropology and geomatic engineering. The studentship will be hosted by UCL Anthropology and will be supervised by two members of the project team:  Dr Victor Buchli (Anthropology) and Professor Laura Vaughan (The Bartlett).
The ‘Adaptable Suburbs’ project is focused on understanding how small centres of socio-economic activity emerge through time, using Greater London as its geographical focus. It stems from a previous project which looked at twenty of London’s outer suburbs, see www.sstc.ucl.ac.uk. The research will provide evidence for policy decision making and for planning and design to improve the future sustainability of the aging built environment. It will also develop innovative methods for the integration of socio-economic data with information about the layout of urban areas. The project is funded jointly by the EPSRC (Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council) and the ESRC (Economic and Social Sciences Research Council).
Eligibility: For nationality and residence requirements, please see http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/PostgraduateTraining/StudentEligibility.htm. Candidates must have obtained a 2.1 or equivalent and a Master’s degree in the relevant subject – see person specification for details. For 2010-11 EPSRC has stipulated that the minimum stipend will be £15,590, in addition to the tuition fee, which will be paid to the university from the project funds.
Applications should include a two-page CV, academic transcripts and a two-page statement explaining how your research experience and academic knowledge relate to the project in general and to the studentship in particular. Applications should be sent to: Professor Laura Vaughan <l.vaughan@ucl.ac.uk>, copying to Dr Victor Buchli <v.buchli@ucl.ac.uk. Please include a contact telephone number and an email address where you can be easily reached. Academic references will be taken up for all short-listed candidates.  Applications are due November 7 2011. 
NO AGENCIES PLEASE
Studentship details
A common concern of the Adaptable Suburbs project team, reflected in their previous work, is the question of “how the physical city both embodies and shapes the human city”. The project studentship based at the Department of Anthropology will work with two other PhD students and the other members of the research team together to produce a rich ‘business ethnography’ of a selected case study area in outer-London. The ethnography aims to create a narrative of social practices in peripheral suburban settlements with a particular focus on commercial activities in order to reveal the socio-economic structure of suburban life and its particular texture, for example by examining the extent to which the built environment is implicated in the organization of social networks and the relationship of home and work.  The studentship is designed to provide a complementary, qualitative perspective on the multi-scale space syntax analysis done elsewhere on the project. Arising from this work the research project seeks to develop methods for using ethnographic findings to interrogate the primarily quantitative methods from the fields of space syntax, urban design and geography. Reflecting the multi-disciplinary nature of this research project between anthropology, history and the built environment, it is intended that the candidates will have Anthropology as their home department. They will be co-supervised by Dr Victor Buchli from Anthropology and Professor Laura Vaughan from the Bartlett School of Graduate Studies, Faculty of the Built Environment.
Details 
Title: A commercial street ethnography of suburban centres
Supervisors: Victor Buchli and Laura Vaughan
Description: this studentship will conduct research to provide comprehensive commercial ethnography of contemporary suburban space in Greater London. Key to this research project is devising a methodology in which the ‘spatial culture’ of suburban life can be revealed from the point of view of the people who live and work there. A transect taken through non-residential streets in several areas selected as case studies will provide a basis for meeting local people and starting the ethnographic study. The local commercial community forms the primary focus for the study, particularly with respect to their multiple roles in creating social relationships as employers, traders and residents and their daily movement patterns, which comprise an important aspect of the daily rhythm of suburban life. The ethnography will make use of cognitive maps to capture informants' reading of their spatial environments. Research for this studentship is intended to be collaborative with the historical spatial-ethnography studentship that runs in parallel to it.
Person Specification: applicants should have a first or upper second class degree and a Master’s degree (or an MRes) in anthropology, with demonstrated experience in ethnographic field work and an interest in material culture studies with a particular focus on the built environment.
Closing Date:  November 7, 2011
Person Specification
Qualifications, experience and aptitude
Essential 
	· First or upper second class degree and a Master’s degree (or an MRes) in anthropology

	· An interest in material culture studies with a particular focus on the built environment.

	· Demonstrated experience in ethnographic field work.

	· Ability to write concise and accessible reports for a non-specialist audience

	· Strong verbal and written communication skills

	· Proficient in use of MS Office software and the production of online content for websites, blogs etc.



Desirable 
	· Experience of research in an academic environment

	· Interest in the application of space syntax research to social and historical research
· Interest in GIS and web mapping – as some of the analysis in the project will use qualitative GIS



Personal attributes
	· A strong team player with good interpersonal skills able to build and sustain effective working relationships both within the Adaptable Suburbs team and externally, with project partners and associates

	· A self-motivated researcher willing to develop their technical and analytical skills and to contribute to the overall aims of the research project in innovative ways.

	· Strong organisational skills

	· A high level of attention to detail in working methods 






